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THE 


EMPEROR 
Marcus Antoninus 


HIS 
CONVERSATION 
With Himlfelf. 


TOGETHER 


With the Preliminary Diſcourſe of the Learned 
GATAKER. 


As alſo, 


The Emperor's LIFE, Written by Monſieur D'acier, 


and Supported by the Authorities Collected by 
Dr. STANHOPE. 


To which is added the Mythological Picture of 
CRE s the Theban, &c. 
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Tranſlated into Engliſb from the Reſpective Originals, 


By JEREMY COLIIIER, M. A. 
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Printed for R. Sare, and to be Sold by William 
Davies at the Black- Bull in Cornhil, 1702. 
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HE Emperour's Life, and Ga- 
takerꝰ / Introduct ive Diſcourſe be- 
ing annex d, there's no Neceſſity 
| for a long Preface : For there the 
Reader will find an Account of the Author 
both as to Principles and Perſon 5 How- 
ever, a Word or two of each may not be amiſs. 

1ſt. As to the Stoicks notwithſtanding 
their Advantage of other Sets ; They were 
not without their Miſtakes. For Inſtance; 
They beliey'd a Plurality of Gods, that the 
Soul was a part of the Deity, and that their 


Wiſe Man might diſpoſe of himſelf, and 


make his Life as ſhort as he pleas cl. Theſe 
with ſome other leſs material Errors, I 
have mark'd in the Margin. | 
"Tis true, tis objected againſt the Stoicks 
that they allow'd no Degrees in ill Pradiſe, 
but made all Etults equal; that they held 


Compaſſion an Infirmity, and would not ſuf- 


fer it in the Character of an improv'd Phi- 


leſopher; that the Happineſs of a Wiſe Man 


The Preface. 


depended purely upon himſelf, and that there 
was no Neceſſity of addreſſing a Superiour 
Being. | 

To anſwer this Charge Monſieur D'acier 
obſerves, that Leno's ( the Founder of the 
Sect,) Opinion was Fair, and Defenſible in 
theſe Points : That he was miſunderſtood by 
Some of his Scholars, and unreaſonably 
ſtraind up to the Letter. But there's no 
need to inſiſt any farther upon Juſtifying, 
for I don't remember our Author is at all 
concern'd in this Matter. 

To proceed therefore to the Emperour with 
reference to his Book. 

His Thoughts then are Noble, and Un- 
common, and his Logick very true and ex- 
at, He generally flies his Game home, ſel- 
dom leaves his Argument till he brings it 
to a Demonſtration, and has purſued it to 
zts firſt Principles. Seneca, has a different 
manner, and moves more by ftart and ſally : 
He flaſhes a Hint in your Face and diſap- 
pears ; And leaves you to carry on the Rea- 
ſoning, and maſter the Subject, as well as you 
can. This looks like an Apparition of Philoſo- 
pby,and is ſometimes more Surprizing than In- 
ſtrutive. ( But this Remark has no reference 
to the excellent Engliſh Abſtra which is dif- 
ferently managed from the Original. But as for 
the Emperor he charges thorough and thorough, 
and no Difficulty can ſtand before him. _— | 

ea- 
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Rea ſon 3s no leſs irreſiſtible than his Arms, 
N and he loves to Conquer in his Cloſet, as 
well as in the Field. There's a peculiar Air 
7 of Greatneſs and Gravity in his Diſconrſes : 
8 He ſeems to think up to his Station, and 
writes with that Magmificence of Notion ; 
as if he believd himſelf oblig d, to exceed 
other Authors as much in the Vigour of his 
Mind, as in the Luſtre of his Fortune. 
He appears to have thought to the bottom 
„f his Argument, and to have had a Com- 
* prehenſive View of the World, of the Intereſt 
and Relations of Society. Hence it 3s that 
* his Morality is ſo particularly Serviceable 
and Convincing, that his Sentences are ſo 
= Weighty, and his Reaſoning ſo very 75 
By thus digging to the Foundation, Hes 
in a Condition to aſſign every thing its true 
Grounds, and ſet every Duty upon its pro- 
per Baſis. Farther, the great Probity of this 
Prince, his Fortitude, and the Nobleneſs of 
his Mind, gave Freedom and Spirit to his 
Thoughts, and made him. exert for the 
Service of Principle and Truth. Beſides he 
Seems to have been born with a Prerogative 
of Nature, bleſs d with a ſuperiour Genius, 
and made up of richer Materials for Senſe 
and Virtue, than other People. Theſe Ad- 
vantages together with an improv d Educa- 
tion, rais d him to that Pitch of Majeſty, 
and Diſtinction, and made his Pen aloft 
equal to his Scepter. How 
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How does he deſpiſe the Purſuits of Fame, 
and the glittering Objects of Ambition 2 And 
that in no empty Rhodomontades, and Tu- 
mour of Expreſſion : No, he pulls off the 
Paint, diſcovers the inward Coarſeneſe, and 
brings ſuch Evidence of the Inſignificancy of 
theſe things, that he perfectly commands the 
Reader's Aſſent, and forces him into hic 
own Opinion. Now an Emperonr's Argu- 
ment againſt a Fondneſs for Pleaſure, or 
Power, comes better Recommended than 
from aprivate Philoſopher : For in this Caſe 
a Man ſpeaks from Experiment, and diſ- 
| putes againſt the Privilege of his Condition 
| Here the uſual Pretence of Envy, or Ignorance 
zs out of Doors; And nothing but Dint of 
Reaſon could drive him upon ſo unacceptable 
a Concli ſion. 2 

The Generoſity of his Principles are no 
leſs remarkable. He ſhews the Iniquity of 
a ſelfiſh Temper :, that Ill Nature is aContra- 
dition to the Laws of Providence and the 
Intereſt of Mankind ; A Puniſhment no leſs 
than a Fault, to thoſe that have it. All the 
great Offices of Humanity, Juſtice, and Ac- 
quieſcence are enforced with unuſual Advan- 
| tage His Turns of Reaſon being often as 
| ſurprizing jor their Strength, as for their 
| Novelty. In ſhort , Abating for ſome of the 
i Errors above-mention'd, he ſeems to have 
arawn up an Admirable Scheme of * 

eli- 
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KReligion. And which is ſtill more commen- 
dlable, he praFis'd his Maxims upon himſelf, 
and made his Life a Tranſcript of hrs Do- 
Erin. He was ſo great a lover of Truth and clear 
Dealing, that he would rather have loſt his 
= Empire than ſtrain d a Prineiple. Indeed,” 
2 Felſhood and Legerdemain fink the Chara- 
cker of a Prince, and make him look like a 
E Royal Jugler: Publick Character, and Com- 
mon Good, as they call it, are no ſufficient 
Defence in ſuch Caſes. Sixtus the Fifth, who 
"3 aft be allow'd a great Man, us d to ſay, That 
'twas ſhort Thinking which made Conſcience 
Impra#icable, and Politicks fall ſonl upon 
Morals: That if Stateſmen were well Qua- 
lied, and work*d their Heads, there would 
be no Occaſſon for Latitude, and Inſincerity. 
Reaſon without doubt, well manag'd, would 
fence againſt Inconvenience much better than 
Craft: In earneſt, twould be a very hard 
Caſe, and a great Reflection upon Providence, 
if Men could not be happy without breaking 
their Faith, and blemiſhing their Honour. 
However, to ſay nothing more, ſome People 
are too Lazy to be Honeſt. But this Cuſtom 
apart, there's no Neceſſity to make Reaſons 
of State, incompæible with the Laws of Ju- 
ſtice ; our Emperour 3s a noble Inſtance to the 
contrary. For never were the Fun ions of 
Peace and War better perform'd, the Subject 
core Eaſy, and the Empire more Flonriſhing 
than 


i 
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py | 
£ 

* 


The Preface. 


than under this Prince and yet twas none 
of his way to indulge his Politicks, ard 
warp in the leaſt from his Notions. "Twas 
his conſtant Pradiſe ; as well as his Rule, 
If tis not Juſt never do it ; If tis not 
Truth never ſpeak it. 


* 


As to the Emperour's way of Writing, if 


any one Objects againſt his ſometimes coming 


over again with the ſame Thing, he may 


pleaſe to conſider that this Prince did not 


take Philoſophy for meer Diverſion, and 


Anmſement : Inſtruction was his main De- 


fign , Opon this View 'twas not improper to 
repeat the ſtroak, to make the Impreſſion go 


deeper. The Prejudices the Emperour diſputes 


againſt are inveterate, and not to be remov d 


without Difficulty : And if one Doſe wont 


cure the Patient, why ſhould not the Bill be 
made up again © Tf this Rule holds in Me- 
dicine, why not in Morality 2 Are not Peo- 
ples Underſtandings as valuable as their 
Health? And is not a Diſeaſe in the Paſſr- 
ons much worſe than one in the Conſtitution £ 
And after all, when the Matter is cloſely ex- 
aurin d, the Ground of the ObjeFion will in 
a great meaſure vaniſh. For when the Emperonr 
does come over with an old Thing, tis his 
Cuſtom to improve upon't. He Repeats, but 
tis for Advantage te the Argument, and his 
fatter Thoughts, are generally Supplemental 
ts the former, Fe eitber extends the Noti- 
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on, or reinforces the Proof, or gives a new 
Turn of Strength, and Beauty to the Expreſ- 
fon. And thus the Reader is always a gainer 
I the bargain. 
In Tranſlating the Author I have made 
1 uſe of the quarto Edition pabliſÞ'd in 1697. 
I. which beſides Gataker's Annotations, I 
had the Aſſiſtance n Da'cier's Re- 
"marks, turn d into Latin by Dr. Stanhope. A. 
For his French Tfanſlation, I never ſaw it 
1”, ſometime after my own was finiſh d, and 
part of it printed off: However, owe thing I 
¶ hall obſerve, and which is the only uſe I have 
Sade of Monſieur Dacier's Tranſlation : Tis 
is Remark upon Sect. VI. Book I. where 
F&iting Pollux, be telle as, that the Romans 
in imitation of the Greeks, us'd to fight 
$9.ls for Divination, as well as Diverſi- 
yon; and had a Fancy their own Fortunes 
might be Prognoſticated by the Suc- 
ceſs of the Battle. This piece of Superſtition 
31 confeſs was more than I was aware of, and 
Het by the Context, the Emperour ſeems to 
have had it in his View, 


W\ 


XZ Ore Word more * the Emperour's Stile, 
and I have done Nom his way of expreſſing 
Viuſelf is extraordinarily Brief: His Words 
Ware ſometimes over-burthen'd with Thought, 
nd have almoſt more Senſe than they can car- 
V. Indeed, twas part of his Character to 
$$»: ite in this Conciſe manner; for neither the 
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The Preface. | % 
Emperour, nor the Stoick would allow of any 
length of Expreſſion. Beſides, he wrote chief 
ly for himſelf, which makes him ſtill more 
ſparing in his Language : He ſometimes draws. © 
inlittle, writes his N as it were in 
Short-Hand, and does not beat out his No- 
tions to their full Proportion. To which T © 
may add, that ſometimes the height of his 
Subject carries him almoſt out of Sight. For 
there is an obſcurity in things, as well as in 
Language. For theſe Reaſons tis no won- 
der if we find his Senſe now and then a lit- 
| tle perplex'd : And therefore where I was a- © *... 
|| fraid the Reader might poſſibly be at a Loſs, 
1 I have endeavour'd to direct him right 2 2 
| Note in the Margin: I have likewiſe inſome * ; 
= few Places venturd to throw in a Word os J 
two, to make the Text more Intelligible, But 


when this Liberty was * ere been 2 1 
1 ways careful 10 ſpeak the erour s 7 , a ; 
| and ſeep oloſe to the Meaning of the Ori- 


ginal. 
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1. T5 HE Example of my Orandfarher 
F Veras gave me the Advantage of 
27 aCandid anddif paſſionate Temper. 
II. By the Recolletion of tmy-Father's 
Character, 1 learn d to be: both. delt , "Anke 
9 and Manly. i | 
43 IIe As for my Mother“, . me Dosis 
to have a Regard for Religion, td be gel 
nerous and open-handed, and not ly, to 
forbear doing any Body an ill Turn, but 
not ſo much as to mh the thought ont. 
By Her likewiſe E Was bred to a plain un- 
FE expenſive way of Living, and very diffe- 
rent from the common Luxury and Liber- 
ties, of young People of my Quality, 
| B IV.! 
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IV. I am to thank my Great Grandfa- 


* catiliu ther * for running the Riſque of a 
Severus. Publick Edusgtier, 5 6 


or providing me good 
Maſters. at home, and making me ſenſible, 
that I ought to return them a large and 
honourable Acknowledgment. | 
V. From my Governour I learn'd not to 
over-value the Divetſions of the Race- 
Ground, and Amphitheater, nor to dote upon 
the Liveries and Diſtin&ions of 7 8 pi 
S DA taught me alſo to 
own Ha Bufineſs upon occa 1 y 4 
endure uch and Fati Ley andto throw 
the Neceſſities of Nature into a little Com- 
paſs. That I ought Dot; to meddle with 
other Peoples Matters, nor be eaſy in glv- 
ing Credit to Iufor mer. 
| VE Djoaretue gave me tho Hint not to 
io keep Quai for the Pit; i or beſtow:my: 
amongſt Pains and Inclination upon Trifles? Not 
the Anti- to be led away with the Impoſtures of 
2— Wizards and Figure: flingers, who: pretend 
fighting they can diſcharg e Evil agth of — do 
wihus ſtrange Feats by the ſtrehgth of a Charm. 
This] Diognetis help'd me Su Faculty of 
bearing teedom ad Plain- dealing in ing 
thers 3 {brodght me to Relifh Philoſ 
and IT my ſelf:t0't $' and procur , 
the Inſtruction of Weed eee de Men, 3 
Bacchaus,” 'Tandacides, and Maroianws. He 
lei puf me 10 improving my = 3 


— A 


Mzpizarioxs, c. 


4 by writi Dialogues when I was a Boy, 
p prevail d with me to prefer a Couch co- 
ver'd with Hides, to à Bed of State; and 
; — d me to other reſembling Rigors 
of the Stoĩck Diſcipline. 
VII. Twas Ruſticus * that firſt ſet me „ Sick 
upon correcting my Humour, and bringing pher. 
it to a better Stats: who prevented me 

from running into the e of the So- 

hifts, either by writing pretendinglyu 
4 i and Life, Haring ating upon Mo- 
ral Subjects, or making a fantaſtical Ap- 
2 pearance of being mightily taken up with 
2 Exerciſes, Diſcipline, and Bufinefs. This 
2 Philoſopher kept me from being ſmitten 
2 with the Charms of Rhetorick andPoetry, 
2 fromaffi the C hæracter ofa man of plea- 
fſantry, or theDreſs and Mien ofa Bead; or 
any thi of this kind which fookslikeCon- 
Ceit and Affectation. He taught me to write 
Loectters in a plain unornamented stile, like 
that dated vom Sinseſſs to my Mother. 

By. his. Iriſtructions I'was perſwaded to be 

' ® eaſt; reconcil'd to thoſe hs had misbe- 
f 2 bavd themſelves, and diſoblig d me. And 
of the ſame Maſter I karn't Fro Read an 
„Author carefully. Not to take up with a 
ſuperficial View, or reſign to ever), Noiſy. 
Impertinent 5 but to 1 9 thro the Arg gu- 
ment, andigdl to the Bottom of the Matter. 
It And to conelude with him, he procur'd 

me a Copy of EpiFetws's W orks. VIII. 
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"Moſt pov VIII. Apollonius taught me to give my 
Soph. Mind its due Freedom, and diſengage it 


loſopher. from dependance upon Chance: And fur- 


niſh'd me with ſuch Precepts for Steadineſs 
and Ballaſt, as not to Flote in Uncertain- 
ties, or beat a Loſs about Defign or Event; 
nor ſo much as to look towards any thing 
uncountenanc'd by Reaſon and Truth: 
To maintain an equality of Temper under 
trying Circumſtances, ſuch as tedious Sick- 
neſs, acute Pains, and loſs of Children. 
To give him his due, his practice was a 
handſome Inſtance, that a Man may be 
Maſter of his own Behaviour, that he may 
be earneſt-and eaſy, force and unbend his 
Humour as occaſion requires. To go on 
with him: The Heavineſs and Imperti- 
nence of his Scholars could ſeldom throw 


> him off the Hooks. And as for his Learn- 


ing, and the peculiar Happineſs of his man- 
ner in Teaching, he was ſo far from bein 
ſmitten with himſelf upon this Score, that 
one might eaſily perceive, he thought it 
one of the leaſt things which belong d to 
him. This great Man let me into the true 
ſecret f managing an Obligation, with- 
out either leflening; my ſelf, or being un- 
grateful to my Friend. Ile! 

IX. The Philoſopher Sextus recommend- 
ed Good Humour to me, and to make Na- 
ture and Reaſon my Rule to Live by. -” 

allo 
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concern d for the Advantage of others: 
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Mepfrarloxs, Oc. 


alſo gave me to underſtand „tha goOd 
Uſage and Authority were not inconſiſtent, 


but that a Family might be govern d with 


the tenderneſs and concern of à Parent. 
By his Precedent I was inſtructed to appear 


with an unaffected Gravity, to ſtudy the 
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up to the Smoothnels of Flattery; and yet 
at the ſame time not to ſuffer in ones Qua- 
lity, or grow a jot the Cheaper for t. Con- 
verſing with this Philoſopher put me in a 
way how to draw up a true, intelligible, 
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and methodical Scheme, for Life and Man- 
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Temper and Circumſtances of my Friends 
in order to oblige them. To bear with 
the ignorant and unthinking; to be Com- 
plaiſant and Obliging to all People, even 


ners; and never ſo much as to ſhew the 
leaſt ſign of Anger, or any other diſturb- 


ing Thought: But to be perfectly calm and 


indifferent, yet not in the latitude of let- 
ting my Fancy ſtand Neuter, and be un- 


However, he let me ſee in himſelf, that a 
Man might ſhow his Good- will ſignificant- 
ly enough, without Noiſe and Tranſport, 
and likewiſe be very knowing, on this fide 

Vanity and Oſtentation. | 
X. Alexander the Grammarian taught 
me not to be ruggedly Critical about Words, 
nor fall foul upon People for improprieties 
of Phraſe, or Pronunciation But to ſet 
| | 2 them 
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them right, by ſpeaking the Thing pro- 
perly — Fre? —_ that either by way of 
Anſwer, Aſſent, or Enquiry ; or by ſome 
ſuctrother remote, and Gentlemanly Cor- 
rection. 
XI. Fronto my Rhetorick Maſter, obh- 
ged me with the knowledge of Men: For 
the purpoſe, that Envy, Tricking, and 
Bilan ation, are the Character and Con- 
ſequences of Tyranny; And that thoſe we 
call Top Quality, have commonly riot 
much of Nature in them. | 
XII. Alexander the Platoniſt adviſed me, 
that without Neceſſity I ſhould never pre- 
tend not to be at Leiſure to aſſiſt a Friend. 
Nor make Buſineſs an Excuſe to dedine 
tlie Offices of Humanity. | 
XIII. I learn'd of Cat##xs not to ſlight 
a Friend for making a Remonſtrance, tho 
it ſhould happen to be unreaſonable, but 
rather to retrieve his Temper, and make 
him Eaſy: That like Donitiu and Athe- 
zodotys, I ſhould never be backward to 
give an Honourable Character of thoſe 
who had the Care of my Education: And 
that I ſhould always preſerve an Hearty 


Affection for my Children, without any 


little Jealouſies of being ſupplanted, or 


_ overtopp'd by them. 


XIV. Iam indebted to Severus for the 
dye regard I have for my Family and Re- 
| | lations, 
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MEtviTATIONS, We. 
lations, and for keeping 6 this Inclination 
from growvin tob trons iſtice an 
Truth. He likewiſe made me acquaint 
with the Character and Ktintents of thoſe 
Celebrated Patriots and Philoſophers, Cato, 
Brutus, Thraſeas, Helbidils, an Dio; and 
gave me the Idea of a Commonwealth, in 
which the general Intereſt was conſider d 
without Preference, or Partiality in the 
| Conſtitution; And Alſo of a Monarchy, 
where the Liberty of the Subject was prin- 
cipally regarded. To erin ſome more 

of my O he ations to him: TWas of him 
I lead d 27 to grow Wiſe by Starts, and 
broken Fancies, but to be 4 conſtant Ad- 
mirer of Philoſophy and Improvement 


That a Man ought. to be Generons an 
Obliging; Hope 1 beſt of 475 575 an 
never r queſtion 1 Affection o his Friends: 
To be free in ſhewing à reaſonable dillike 
of another, and Ho leſs clear n his own 
” Expectations and my res; and nt 1 to put 
bis Friends to the route of Divining 
"_ AN ond be at. 
he Proficiency [ 17 17 * Another 
„a was to Cothmand my ſelf, tn on 
6 be overborn with any Impotency 88 
þ on ox Surpriſe. To be full of Spirits 
5 anger ſlness 4nd Misfortnne. T0 Af ppear 
with Modeſty: , Obliginzneſs, aud Dignity 
of Behaviour. To turn off Sulineſs ſm6oth- 
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ly as it riſes, without Drudging and Com- 

laint. By obſerving the practice of this 
2 I came to underſtand, a Man 
might manage himſelf ſo as to ſatisſie the 
World, that there was nothing but Truth, 
Sincerity, and Fair play, in his Words and 
Actions: Attain that Greatneſs of Mind, 
as not to Admire, or Start at any Thing. 
Neither to Hurry an Enterpriſe, nor Sleep 
oyer it. Never to be puzled, diſpirited, or 
lye Grinning at a Diſguſt, or Diſappoint- 
ment. His way was to be neither Paſſio- 
nate, nor over- ſuſpicious, Forward to do 
a good Turn, and to forgive an ill One, 
In ſhort, He ſeem'd to be always in the 
poſſeſſion of Virtue, and to have nothing 


which ſtood in need of Correction: And 


which is very remarkable, No Body ever 
fancied they were lighted by him; or had 
the Courage to think themſelves his Ber- 
tere; And to conclude with him, another 
art of his Philoſophy was, not to be ta- 
en with Raillery and Jeſting. 

XVI. In my Father's * Converſation and 
Management I obſerv'd a ſmooth and in- 


4 who a- Offenſive Temper z with great ſteadineſs in 
doptedour keeping cloſe to Meaſures judiciouſly ta- 


Author. 


ken: A Greatneſs proof againſt Vanity, 
and the Impreſſions of Pomp, and Power. 
From him a Prince might learn to love Bu- 
ſineſs and Aqdion, and be conſtantly at 15 

0 
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To be willing to Hear out any Propoſal 


relating to Publick Advantage. To over- 


look no Bodies Merit, or Misbehaviour. 
To underſtand the Critical Seaſons, and 
Circumſtances for Rigour, or Remiſsneſs; 
when 'twas proper to take up, and when 
to ſlacken the Reins of Government. To 
have no He-Sweet-Hearts, and Boy-Favou- 


rites: Not to ſtand upon Points of State 


and Prerogative; but to leave his Nobili- 


ty at 2 Liberty in their Viſits, and 
Attendance: And when he was upon his 


© Progreſs, no Man loſt his Favour for not 
being at leiſure to follow the Court. To 
debate matters nicely, and throughly at 
the Council-Board, and then to ſtand by 
what was Reſolv'd on. To be conſtant to 
2 Friend, without Tiring, or Fondneſs. 


To be always ſatisfied and chearful : To 
reach forward into the Future, and manage 
accordingly. Not to neglect the leaſt Con- 
cerns, but all withoutHurry,or beingEmbar- 
raſs'd, Farther, By obſerving his Methods 
and Adminiſtration, I had the opportuni- 
ty of Learning, how much it was the part 
of a Prince to check the Exceſſes of Pane- 
gyrick, and Flattery. To have his Maga- 
zines and Exchequer well furniſh'd. To be 
Frugal in his Favours and Expences, with- 
out minding beingLampoon'd for his pains. 
Not to Worſhip the Gods ta — 3 
Or 
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Not to Court the Populace, either by Pro- 
digality, or Compliment ; but rather to be 
Reſerv'd, Vigilant, and well-pois'd upon 
all Occaſions, keeping things in a ſteady 
Decorum, withont chopping and changing 
of Meaſures. To enjoy the Plenty and Mag- 
nificence of a Soveraign Fortune; withont 
Pride or Epituriſm; And yet if a Cam- 
paigne.or Country happen to prove croſs, 
not to be mortified at the loſs of them : 
And to behave himſelf fo, that no Man 
could charge him with Vanity, Flouriſh, 
and Pretendingneſs, with Buffooning, or 
being a Pedant; No, He was a Perſon 
Modeſt, Prudent, and well-weigh'd ; ſcorn'd 


Flattery; and Fooling, and was throughly 


qualified both to govern himſelf, and o- 
thers.. In a word, he had nothing of the 
Sophiſt in him: And as for thoſe that were 
Philoſophers in carneſt, he had a great Va- 
lue for them, but without Reproaching 
thoſe who were otherwiſe. To go on 
with him , He was. Condeſcenfive and 
Familiar in Converſation ; and Pleaſant 
too, but not to Tireſomeneſs and Ex- 
ceſs. His Dreſs was neither Beauiſh, nor 
Negligent. As for his Health, he was 
not Anxious about it, like vue fond of 
Living, and yet managed his Conſtitution 
with that Care as ſeldom to ſtand in need of 
the Aſſiſtances of Phyſick. Farther. He 
A never 
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Mctpirarions, Go. it 
never envy « d and Brow-beat thoſe chat 2 
were Eminent in any Faculty, or Science ; 

either Orators, Hiſtorians, Or Others, but Aw was 
on the contrary, encourag d them in their thenacon- 


fiderabl 
way z and promoted their Repntation. He Commen- 


; obſery'd Decency and Cuſtom in all * 


Actions, and yet did not ſeem to mind Pg 


and frugal in Publick Shows, „ran Phal ns: 


them: He Was not Fickle and F uttering 1 in Aurian an 
his Humour, bat conſtant both to Place and of nN 


of almoſt 


Undertaking. And I have ſeen him after any kind, 
violent Fits of theHead-ach, return freſf , as ſome 
— * vigorous toBulineſs. He kept but few tal to bo 
Things tô bimſelf, and thoſe were Secrets Owner. 


of Government. He was very —— — 


8 


Arches, Liberalities, and ſuch like Ton 
one that did not ſo much re id th 
pularity as the R᷑aſon of an A 05 Tcwas 
none of his cuſtom ti ;ath at uuf er Hours, 
or to bẽ overrun with the Fancy of Building 
to ſtudy Eating and Luxury; to valde 
Curioſity of his Cioaths, or Ts Shape; 180 
Perſon of fisservatits. Indeed His Prefs at his 
Cotiritry Palaces wis very Ordinary and 
Plain, where he would ſcarcely fo much as 
put on à Cloak withont making an excuſe 
fot't. To take him altogether, There 1 
nothing of Ruggedneſs, Immodeſty, of 
Eagerneſs in his Temper. Neither did ke 
ever ſeem to Drudg and Sweat at the Helm. 
Things were diſpaxch' dat leifars, and ith- 


out 
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out being felt, and yet the Adminiſtration 


almoſt all of them Perſons of Probity. And 
that I never happen d to diſoblige, or miſ- 
behave my ſelf towards any of them; not- 
withſtanding if my Humour had been awa- 
ken d, and puſh'd forward, I had been like- 
iy enough to have miſcarried this way: 
But by the goodneſs of the Gods, I met 
with no Provocations to diſcover my In- 
firmities. Tis likewiſe their Providence, 
that my Childhood was no longer manag'd 
by my Grandfather's * Miſtreſs; that my 
Youth was undedauch'd, and that I barrd 

| my 


was carried on with great Order, Force, w 
and Uniformity. Upon the whole; part ar 
of Socratess Character is applicable to him; pr 
For he was ſo much Maſter of himſelf that ce 
he could either Take or Leave thoſe Con- 14 
veniences of Life with reſpect to which, tl 
moſt People are either uneaſie without n 
them, or intemperate with them. Now to 1 
hold on with Fortitude in one Condition, R 
and Sobriety in the other, is an argument 10 
of a great Soul, and an impregnable Vir- Þ © 
tue. And laſtly, when his Friend Maximus 1 
was Sick, he gave me an inſtance. how i ( 
ought to behave my ſelf upon the like oljj i 
caſion. | | 11 
XVII. I am to thank the Gods that my J 
Grandfathers, Parents, Siſter, Preceptors, 7 1 
Relations, Friends, and Domeſticks, were = 
\ { 
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my Liberty for ſome time in ſtanding clear 
from Engagements with Women: That I 
was obſervant of the Emperour my Father, 
and bred under him: who. was the moſt 
proper Perſon living to put me out of con- 
cCeit with Pride, and to convince me, that 
Authority may be ſupported without 
the Ceremony of Guards, without Rich- 
nes, and Diſtinction of Habit, without Tuche. 
Torches *, Statues, or ſuch other Marks of or Fire, al- 
Koyalty and State; and that a Prince may 4 before 
> ſhrink himſelf almoſt into the Figure of a chem was 
Private Gentleman; and yet act neverthe-'anHonour 
lleſs, with all the Force and Majeſty of his he Roman 
Character when the Government requires Emperors 
it, Tis the favour of the Gods that I hap- — 
penid to meet with a * Brother, whoſe Be- * Luciw 
= haviour and Affection is ſuch, as to con- uh 
4 3 Was adop- 
tribute both to my Pleaſure and Improve- ted by the 
ment: Tis alſo their Bleſſing that my Chil-' Emperor 
d ren were neither Heavy in their Heads, .“ 
nor Miſhapen in their Limbs: That I made 
no farther Advances in Rhetorick, Poetry, 
and ſuch other Amuſe ments, which poſſi- 
bly might have engaged my Fancy too far, 
had I found my ſelf a conſiderable Profi- 
= cent: That without asking, I gave my Gs- 
* wverxours that ſhare of Honour, and that 
ſort of Buſineſs, which they ſeem d to de- 
ſire ; and did not put them off from time 
do time with Promiſes and Excuſe. That 


J 
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1 had the Happineſs of being acquainted 
with thoſe celebrated — ar Apal- 
lonius, Nuſticus, and Maximus: For having 
2 clear Idea of the Rules of Practice, and 
the true way of Living; and the Impraſſi-· 
on frequently reſreſm d ; ſo that conſider- 
Ing the extraordinary Aſſiſtances and Di- 
rections of the Gods, tis impoſſible for me 
to miſs the Road of Nature and right Rea- 
ſon, unleſs by refuſing to be guided by the 
Dictates, and almoſt ſenſible Inſpirations - 
of Heaven. Tis the Favour. of theſe ſupe- 
rior Beings, that my Conſtitution has held 
out, ſo well, under a Life af Fatigue and 
Buſineſs: That L never had any infamous 
Correſpondence, with Beneclida or Ebeodo- 
The one Tu ; And that after ſome. Amours, and 
res pro- intemperate Sallies, L took np, and reco- 
mou; ver d: That when I fell out with Ruſticar, 
wekand as it. frequently happen d, Las not tranſ- 


meother ported into any Ac of Violence: That 1 
Catamite, the ſatisfaction of my. Mother. s Life 


and Company a conſiderable while, tho 
{he was very near dying when ſhe was 
Young, To give more Inſtances; of their. 
Bounty; Fis they that kept me from ſtand« 
ing in need of any Mans Fortune: And 
that when I was willing to Relieve. the 
Neceſſities of Others, E was never told 
that the Exchequer, or Privy. Purſe, were 
out of Caſh. And farther, tis 2 
| tnat 
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1 rom my Wife is ſo very obſequious, and 
; affectionate, and ſa remote from the Fan- 


cy of Figure and Expence: That 1 had 
choice of good Gauernour for my Chil- 


gren: Thar Remedics were preſcrib'd me 


in a Dream, againf;Giddine6, aud Spittin 
of Blood ; As I remember, it hap —— 
at Cajeta, and *Gbryſe: Ee _ L bada* A Town 
mind to look into Philoſophy, I met mei- 7), 75: 
ther with a Hedant, nor aKnaxe to: inſtruft 

me: That I did not ſpend to much time in 

Voluminous Reading, Chopping Logick, or 


' Natural Philoſophy.” Now:alltheſe Points 
could. never have been Compass d, and 
| 4 Guarded, without a Protection framatiove: 


and the Gods preſiding "Over Fate and 
F Ortune. 1 21 
an wrĩtteꝝ in k he Comtrgofhe Qua" In High 
di, in my Expeclitiom ainſti de. a 
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i Emember to: put Your, fels'i in 8 
E every Morning, That before Might 

al & yaurkuck to meet. with — In- 
? quiſitive Impertinent, with fame ungrate- 

ul. and abuſive Fellow: with ſome Kna- 
+ viſh, Ewoes cnupatb gel or other. 
Now all this perverſrneſa in them proceeds 
from their — of Good and Evil: 
And 
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And ſince its fallen to my ſhare to under- 


ſtand the Natural Beauty of a good Action, 
and the Deformity of an ill One; fince F 
am ſatisfied the Perſon diſobliging is of Kin 
to me, and tho we are not juſt of the ſame 
Fleſh and Blood, yet our Minds are nearly 
related, being both extracted ftom the Dei- 


ty; ſince I am likewiſe convine d that no 


Man can do me a real injury, becauſe no 
Man can force me to misbehave my ſelf; 
For theſe Reaſons, T can't find in my Heart 
to Hate, or to be Angry with one of my 
own Nature and Family. For we are all 
made for mutual Aſſiſtance, no leſs than 
the Parts of the Body are for the Service 
of the whole; From whence it follows that 
Claſhing and Oppoſition is perfectly Un- 


natural: Now ſuch an unfriendly Diſpoſi- 


tion is imply d in Reſentment and Aver- 
ſion. TT 
IT. This Being of mine, all that's on't, 
conſiſts of Body, Breath; and that Part 
which governs Now would you examine 
your whole Compoſition > Pray then let 
your Library alone, what need you puzzle 
your Thoughts, and over-graſp your ſelf? 
To come tothe Enquiry - As for your Car- 
caſs, value it no more than if you were 
juſt expiring, and taking Leave ont. For 
what is it in compariſon ?' nothing but a 
bttle paltry Blood and Bones; a p 1 
ap: | Net- 


Pl 
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| \ Network, wrought up with a Company of 


* 


Nerves, Veins, and Arteries twiſted toge- 


ther. In the next place you are to exa- 
mine what ſort of Thing your Breath is: 


why only a little Air ſuck d into your 


the Adminiſtration of the World: Even 


Lungs, and pump d out again. The third 


part of your Compoſition is your Mind, 
which was made for Government and Au- 


thority: Now here make a Stand; conſi- 
der you are an Old Man: Don't ſuffer this 
Noble Part of you under Servitude any 
longer: Let it not be overborn with Selfiſh 


Paſſions; Let it not quarrel Fate, be 


uneaſy at the Preſent, or afraid of the Fu- 


_FInre. 


III. Providence ſhines clearly through 


Chance it ſelf is not without Steadineſs 


and Nature at the bottom; being only an 
Effect of that Chain of Cauſes which are 


under a providential Regulation: Indeed 
all Things flow from this Fountain Be- 


ſides, There is Neceſſity, and General Con- 


- s 
3 * 
. 


venience that Matters ſnould lie as they do; 


and to ſpeak out, the Intereſt of the whole 
World, of which you are a part, is concern d 
in't. Now that which is both the Product, 
and Support of Univerſal Nature, muſt by 


conſequence be ſerviceable to every Part of 


it: But the World Subſiſts upon Alterati- 
on, and what it loſes one way, it gets an- 
C other; 
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other; For Generation, and Corruption, are 
no more than Terms of Reference, and 
Reſpect. Let theſe Reflections Satisfy you, 
and make them your Rule to Live by : As 
for Books, never be over-cager about them: 
Such a fondneſs forReading will be apt to 
perplex your Mind, and make you Die Un- 
pleas'd : Be ſure therefore to Refign wil- 
lingly, and go off in Good Humour, and 
heartily thank the Gods for what you 
have had. 

IV. Remember how often you have 
poſtpon'd the minding your Intereſt, and 
{lip'd thoſe Opportunities the Gods have 
given you. Tis now high time to conſi- 
der what ſort of World you are part of, 
and from what kind of Governour of it 
you are Deſcended : That you have a ſet 
Period aflign'd you to Ac in. And unleſs 
you improve it to Brighten and Compoſe 
your Thoughts, 'twill quickly run off with 
you, and be loſt beyond Recovery. 

V. Take care always to purſue the Bu- 
ſineſs in Hand with Vigour and Applicati- 
on; Remember your ſelf a Man and aRo- 
man; And let the Action be done with 


all the Dignity and Advantage of Circum- 


ſtance : Let unaffected Gravity, Humani- 
ty, Freedom, and Juſtice ſhinc through it. 
And be ſure you entertain no Fancys, 
which may give check to theſe 1 
„ This 
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cCerity, and Self-Love to infect you. 
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This Task is very practicable if you will 
but ſuppoſe every thing you are upon your 


Laſt ; If your Appetites and Paſſions don't 


© croſs upon your Reaſon ; If you ſtand 
clear of Raſhneſs, and don't complain of 


your Deſtiny, and have nothing of Inſin- 
You 
ſee what a few Points a Man has to gain 


in order to a Happy, and Godlike Way of 


\ 


* 
8 
LAS 


Living : For he that comes thus far, per- 
forms all which the Immortal Powers re- 


quire of him. 


VI. In earneſt at this rate of Manage- 


f ment thou uſeſt thy ſelf very coarſly; See 8. 
neither haſt thou much time left to do XVI. 


1 
9 
+2 4 
"wy 
AN 


* 
* 
% 

* 

7 


apace : Thine is almoſt up already ; And 
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; outward Ob} 


right to thy Honour. For Life hurrys off 


yet inſtead of paying a due Regard to thy 
own Reaſon, thou haſt placed thy Hap- 
pineſs in the Fancies of other Men. 

VIE. Don't let Accidents diſturb, or 
jects engroſs your Thoughts, 


but keep your Mind quiet and unengaged, 
that you may be at Leiſure to learn ſome- 


what that's Good; and don't ramble from 
one Mere, to another. 


T here 1s likewiſe 


- another dangerous ſort of Roving to be 


. avoided : For ſome People are Buſy and 
yet do Nothing; They Fatigue and Wear 
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themſel ves out, and yet drive at no Point, 
nor propoſe any general End of Action, or 
C 2 VIII. A 
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VIII. A Man can rarely miſcarry by be- 
ing Ignorant of anothers Thoughts, but 
he that does not attend to his own, is cer- 
tainly Unhappy. 

IX. The Reflections following ought al- 
ways to be at Hand: To conſider well the 
Nature of the Univerſe and my owns, 
together with the Communication and Re- 
ference betwixt them; And in what degree 
of Proportion and Quality, I ſtand with re- 
{ſpect to the whole: And that no Mortal can 
hinder me from Acting, and Speaking ſuit- 


ably to the Condition of my Being. 


X. Theophraſtus in comparing the De- 
grees of Faults, ( as we commonly ſpeak, *) 


* This is talks like a Philoſopher, where he at- 


ſaid be- 


cauſe the 
Stoicks e- 


firms that thoſe Inſtances of Misbehaviour 
which proceed from Deſire, are greater 


ſteem d all than thoſe of which Anger was the occa- 
Sins equal. ſion. For a Man that is Angry ſeems to 


quit his Hold unwillingly, to be teaz'd out 
of his Reaſon, and ſtart out of Rule be- 
fore he is aware. But he that runs Ri- 
ot out of Appetite and Pleaſure is ſway d 
by a Libertine Principle, and appears a 
more ſcandalous Offender. The Philoſo- 
pher therefore was certainly right in pro- 
nouncing upon the Difference of the Caſe. 
For the firſt looks like an injured Perſon, 
and is vext, and as it were forced into a 
Paſſion, whereas theother begins with In- 


clination. 
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clination, and commits the Fault with a 


Guſt. 


Xl. Manage all your Actions and 


Thoughts in ſuch a Manner as if you were 
juſtjgoing to ſtep into the Grave; And what 


great matter is the Buſineſs of Dying; if 
the Gods are in being you can ſuffer no- 
thing, for they'll do you no Harm: And 

if they are not, or take no Care of us 
Mortals; why then I muſt tell you, that a 
World without either Gods, or Providence, 


is not worth a Mans while to live in. But 


there's no need of this Suppoſition 5 The 


Being of the Gods, and their Concern in 


Human Affairs is beyond Diſpute : And as 


An Inſtance of this, They have put it in 


His Power not to fall into any Calamity 


properly ſo called. * And if other Misfor- The Em. 


| rou 
tunes (as we count them,) had been re- Mens chat 


ally Evils, they would have provided a- no Man is 

gainſt them too, and furniſh'd them with Needy 
Capacity to avoid them. And here I of com- 
would gladly know how that which can't ma n 


immoral 


make the Man worſe, ſhould make his Life Aion. 
ſo? To ſpeak clearly, I can never be per- 
> {waded that the Firſt Cauſe can be charg'd 
with the want of Power, Skill, op Inchi- 
nation; to take Care of theſe Matters. Or 
that Nature ſhould commit ſuch an Error 


as to ſuffer things really Good, and Evil, 
$0 happen promiſcuouſly to Good, and 
C 3 Bad 
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Bad Men. Now Living, and Dying, Ho- 
nour and Infamy, Pleaſure and Pain; 
Riches and Poverty, all thefe Things are 
the common Allotment of the Virtuous, 
and Diſorderly; why fo ? Becauſe they 
have nothing of Intrinſick Creditablenefs, 
or Scandal in their Nature; And therefore 
. "© properly, are neither Good, nor 
ad. | 
XII. AMans Reaſon will eaſily convince 
him how quickly all Corporeal Things 
Moulder off, and vaniſh both in Appear- 
ance, and Memory; And are neither ſo 
much as ſeen, or talk d of. The ſame Fa - 
culty will inform him of tlie Quality and 
Size of the Objects of Senſe, particularly 
thoſe which Charm us with Pleaſure, 
frighten us with Pain, or are moſt admir'd 
upon the Score of Reputation. A little 
thinking will ſnow ea Man how inſignifi- 
cant, deſpicable, and paultry theſe Things 
are, and how ſoon they wither and go off: 
Twill ſhow one what fort of Bulk thoſe 
People. are off, upon whoſe Fancy and 
Good Word, the Being of Fame depends. 
Thus a Man may examine the Point of 
Dying, which if once abſtracted from the 
Pomp und Terror of the Idea, twill be 
found nothing more than a pure Natural 
Action. Now he that dreads the Courſe 
of Nature is a Child. Beſides there's ge: 
| b neral 
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— neral Advantage in the Caſe. Laſtly, we Ses 8. Ill 
„ ſhould conſider how nigh we are Related 
to the Deity, and in what part of our Be- 
s, ing, and what becomes of that Honourable 
y fide, when the Compoſition is broken. 
8, XIII. Nothing can be more unhappy 
e than the Curioſity of that Man that Ranges 
1 every where, and digs into the Earth for 
| Diſcovery; That is wonderfully buſy to 
e force a Paflage into other Peoples 
5s Thoughts, and dive into their Boſom; 
But does not conſider that his own Mind 
| is large enough for Enquiry, and Enter- 
tainment. And that the Care and Improve- 


d ment of himfelf will afford him fufficient 
y _ Buſineſs. And how is all this to be done? 
Why by being neither Paſſionate nor Heed- 


— -- 


d ö leſs, nor yet diſpleas d upon any account 
le either with the Gods or Men. For as for 
. the Gods their Adminiſtration ought to be 
s  Revered upon the Score of Excellency, and 
”, Station. And as for Men, their Actions 
>» _ fhould be well taken for the ſake of Com- 
4 mon Kindred. Beſides, They are often to 
3. be pitied for theirIgnorance of Good and 


f Evil: Which Incapacity of Diſcerning be- 
tween Moral Qualities, is a greater Miſ- 
fortune than that of a Blind Man, who 
can't diftinguifh between White and Black. 
XIV. Suppoſe you were to Liye Three 
Thenfand, or if you pleaſe, three Millions 
© 4 of 
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of Years, yet you are to remember that no 
Man can loſe any other Life than that 
which he lives by, neither is he poſleſs'd 
of any other than that which he Loſes. 
From whence it follows, that the longeſt 
Life, as we commonly ſpeak, and the ſhort- 
eſt, come all to the ſame Reckoning. The 
Proof lies thus: The Preſent is of x of ſame 
Duration every where, and of the ſame 
Extent to all People; Every Bodies Loſs 
therefore is of the ſame Bigneſs, and reach- 
es no farther than to a Point of Time. For 
to ſpeak ſtrictly, No Man is capable of lo- 
ſing either the e be or the Future; For 
how can any one be deprived of what he 
Has not. So that under this Conſideration 
there are two Notions worth the laying up; 
One is, that a little while is enough to 
view the World in; for things are Re- 
peated, and come over again apace: Na- 
ture Treads in a Circle, and has much the 
ſame Face through the whole Courſe of 
Eternity. And therefore it ſignifies not 
a Farthing, whether a Man ftands gazing 
here an Hundred, or a Hundred Thouſand 
Years; for all that he gets by it is only 
to ſee the ſame Sights ſo much the often- 


er. The other Hint is, that when the long- 


eſt, and ſhorteſt Lived Perſons come to 
die, their Loſs is equal ; For as I abſerve 
the Preſent is their Al, and they can Suf- 
or XV. 


— 


3 e 333 —— 


AA 11 mw. Rem © | 


ER EE. ou an nds ha + Ii. ES I. IE ods A 


\ 
3 
7 
* 
\ 
\ 
1 
N 
i 
©. 
2 
Ie 
„ 
7 
1 4 
4 4 
7 - 


— — 


"I" 
* 
_ 


at. 


MzDiTATIONS, Cc. 25 


_— 


XV. Moni mus the Cynick Philoſopher 
uſed to ſay that all Things were but meer 


Fancy and Opinion; pretending there was 


no infallible Rule for the Teſt of Truth 
and Certainty. Now this rallying Ex- 
preſſion may undoubttully prove ſervice- 
able, provided one does not turn Sceptich, 
and carry it too far. 

XVI. There are ſeveral Ways of Beha- 


viour by which a Man may fink his Qua- 


lity, uſe his Perſon very ſcurvily, and tis 
poſſible without being aware ont. And 
this in the Firſt place is more remarkably 
done by murmuring at any thing which 
Happens. By doing thus, He makes Him- 


ſeltf a fort of an Excreſcence of the World, 
breaks off from the Conſtitution of Nature, 
and inſtead of x Limb becomes an Ulcer. 


Again, He falls under the ſame Misfortune 


who hates any Perſon, or Croſſes upon 


him; with an intention of Miſchief, which 
is the caſe of the Angry and Revengeful. 
Thirdly, A Man Leſſens and Affronts him- 
ſelf when he is overcome by Pleaſure, or 
Pain: Fourthly, When he makes uſe of 
Art, Tricking, and Falſhood, in Word, 
or Action. Fifthly, When he does not 
know what he would be at in a Buſineſs, 
but runs on without Thought or Deſign $ 
whereas even the leaſt Undertaking ought 
to be aim d at ſome End: Now the End 


of 
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of Rational Beings is to be Govern'd by 
the Laws of Nature, and the Intereſt of 
the Univerſe; For theſe two, are both the 
oldeſt, and the beſt Rules, we can go by. 

XVII. The Extent of Human Life is 
but a Point; Matter is in a perpetual Flux: 
The Faculties of Sence, and Perception, 
are Weak, and Unpenetrating : The Bo- 
dy flenderly put together, and but a Re- 
move from Putrefaction: The Soul a ram- 
bling fort of a Thing. Fortune and Fu- 
turity, are not to be gueſs d at; And Fame 
does not always ſtand upon Deſert, and 
Judgment. In a Word ; That which be- 
longs to the Body ſtreams off like a River; 
And what the Soul has is but Dream and 
Bubble: Life, to take it rightly, is no o- 
ther than a Campaign, or Courſe of Tra- 
vels; and Poſthumous Fame has little 


See Book More in't than Silence, and Obſcurity.* 
3. Sect. o. What is it then that will ſtick by a Man 


Book 4. 
ect. 35. 


and prove fignificant > Why, Nothing but 
Wiſdom, and Philoſophy. Now the Func- 
tions of this Quality conſiſt in keeping the 
Mind from Injury and Diſgrace; ſuperior 
to Pleaſure and Pain, free from Starts and 
Rambling, without any Varniſh of Dif- 
ſembling, and Knavery, and as to Happi- 
neſs, Independent of the Motions of an- 
other. Farther, Philoſophy brings the 
Mind to take things as they fall, and ac- 


quieſce 
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2 7 


; quieſce in the Diſtibutions of Providence; 
In as much as all Events proceed from the 
5 ſame Cauſe with it ſelf; and above all to 
bave an eaſy Proſpe& of Death, as being 
nothing more than diſſolving the Compo- 

© ſition, and taking the Elements to Pieces. 

Now if the Elements themſelves are ne- 

ver the worſe for running off into one an- 
other; What if they ſhould all Unclafp, 
and change their Figure? Why ſhould 
any Man be concern d at the Conſequence? 


All this is but Nature's Method; now Na- 


ture never does any Miſchief. 
Mritten at Carnuntum 4 Town of Pan- 


5 nonia, or * 


5 8 rt 
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BOOK Il. 
* ought not only to W that 


conſider that if a Mans! Line 


Lifeis perpetually — off, and 

in a Litteral Conſumption z t- alſo to 
nd happen 

to be longer than ordinary, yet tis uncer- 
tain whether his Mind will keep pace with 
his Years, and afford him Senſe enough 

for Buſi neſs, and Speculation, and to look 

into the Nature, Reaſons, and References, 

of Things both Humane, and Divine. For 

if' the Underſtanding falls off, and the 

Ay begins to Dote, what does he 2 
18 


Suppos d 
to be Prei- 


burg h. 
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Tis true the meer Animal Life may go on, 
he may Breath and Nouriſh, and be fur- 
niſhed with Perception and Appetite; But 
to make any proper uſe of himſelf, to 
work his Notions to any Clearneſs and 
Conſiſtency ; to ſtate Duty and Circum- 
ſtance; and Practice to Decency and Ex- 
actneſs; to know whether it is time for 
*TheSto. him to walk out of the World or not, * 
_ — N As to all theſe noble Functions of Reaſon, 
Murder, and Judgment, the Man is perfectly dead 
already. It concerns us therefore to puſh 
forward, and make the moſt of our mat- 
ters, for Death is continually advancing ; 
and beſides that, our Underſtanding fome- 
time dies before us, and then the true Pur- 
5 =_ and Significancy of Life are at an 
13 40 . 


— —  — ————— 


— — — 

— — 
— — 

pA. CI — - 


— — 
- 


” — wo 
- — = — mom 
_ Y —= 
_ A = i —_ + £ — us — FY ” 
- jt 4 &: * I — * 1 — - 4 = . 22 — 
— — — = <7 — — —— — E — 7 2 — — 2 2 EZ — - N 
— — — . — - 4 SI - - — — — 4 — — - "= 
— 4 — = ——_ — — — — — * 2 — ES — = EA _ #3 2 22 ws — a E * 3 —— Pa 
— — net wc — — — 224 — 2 - > . — — — —— — — = 
- — = — \ — - - — . 
a - «cs. at — — — * 
- N 3 — — — ” 
— 22 beg > Hr * == — — = . > — 4 . 
— — — 2 s - — wm, — = - — 


—_— 
— 


. g IT. Tis worth ones while to obſerve that 

00 the leaſt deſign d and almoſt unbefpoken 
1 Effects of Nature, are not without their + 

11 Beauty: Thus, to uſe a Similitude, there 


19 are Cracks, and little Breaks on the Sur- 
10 face of a Loaf, which tho' never intended 
by the Baker, have a fort of Agreeableneſs 
in them; which invite the Appetite. Thus 
Figs when they are moſt ripe, open and 
gape: And Olives when they fall ofthems 
ſelves and are near decaying, are parti- 
cularly pretty to look at: To go on; The 

bending of au Ear of Corn, the Brow of 
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aA Lion, the Foam of a Boar, and many o- 


ther Things, if you take them ſingly, are 


far enough from being handſome, but 
when they are look d on as parts of 
ſomewhat elſe, and conſider d with Refe- 


rence, and Connexion; are both Ornamen- 


tal, and Affecting. Thus, if a Man has 
but Inclination and Thought enough to 
examine the Product of the Univerſe; he'll 


ind the moſt unpromiſing Appearances not 
unaccountable; and that the more remote 


Appendages have ſomewhat to Recom- 
mend them. One thus prepared will per- 
cCeive the Beauty of Life, as well as that of 

Imitation; and be no leſs pleaſed to ſee 
a Tyger Grin in the Tower, than in a Pain- 
ters Shop. Such a one will find ſomething 


agreeable in the Decays of Age, as well as 
in the Bloſſom of Youth : I grant many 
of theſe Things won't Charm us at the 
firſt Bluſh: To Pronounce rightly, a Man 
muſt be well affected in the Caſe, and 
throughly acquainted with the Methods 
and Harmony of Nature. 

III. Hippocrates who cured ſo many 
Diſeaſes, was not able to Recover himſelf: 
The Chaldeans who foretold other Peoples 
Death, at laſt met with their own. Alex- 
ander, Pompey, and Julius Ceſar, who had 
deſtroyed ſo many Towns, and Cut-off ſo 
ſo many Thouſands in the Ficks 

orc'e' 
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forc'd at laſt to March off themſelves: He- 
raclitus who argued ſo much about the 
Worlds being ſet on Fire, periſh'd himſelf 
by a Counter-Element, and was Drown'd 
in a Dropſy. Democritus was eaten up 

„in this With * Lice, and Socrates was diſpatch- 

ſtory ed by another ſort of Vermin. + And 

zout . What are theſe Inſtances for > Why, to 
rus, the ſhew what we muſt all come to. Look you; 

Empercit You are got Abroad, you have made your 

ingulzr, Voyuge and your Port; Debark then with- 

+ The In- out any moreado z if you happen to Land 

N upon another World, there will be Gods 

Helitus, Enough to take care of you: But if it be 

your Fortune to drop into nothing 5 why 
then your Virtue will be no more ſolicited 
with Pleaſure and Pain; then you'll have 
done drudging for your Carcaſs: whereas 
as Matters go now, the beſt Moyety of 
you has ſometimes the worſt Office : For 
if I miſtake not, the one is all Soul, and 

Spirit, whereas the other, is but Dirt, and 

Putrefaction. 
IV. For the Future, don't ſpend your 


2 


Thoughts upon other People, unleſs you 


are put upon it by Common Intereſt. For 
the prying into foreign Buſineſs, that is 
muſing upon the Talk, Fancies, and Con- 
triyances of another, and gueſſing at the 
what, and why, of his Actions; All this 
does but make a Man forget himſelf, and 

| Ran- 
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Rank among Mortals; he is a ſort of Prieſt, 
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4 Ramble from his own Reaſon. He ought 
therefore not to work his Mind to no pur- 


: poſe, nor throw a ſuperfluous Link into 
the Chain of Thought; And more efpeci- 


9 ally, to ſtand clear of Curioſity, and Ma- 


lice, in his Enquiry. And to come Home, 
and make all ſure; Let it be your way to 

think upon nothing, but what you could 
freely Diſcover, if the Queſtion was put to 
you: So that if your Soul was thus laid 
open, there would nothing appear, but 


what was Sincere, Good - natur d, and pub- 


* 


lick Spirited not ſo much as one Liber- 
tine, or Luxurious Fancy, nothing of Li- 
tigiouſneſs, Envy, or unreaſonable Suſpi- 


ion, or any thing elſe, which would not 


bear the _ without Bluſhing. A Man 
ed, may be allowed the firſt 


LY 


and Miniſter of the Gods, and makes a 


634 


_* right uſe of the Deity within him; * By * % the 


the Aſſiſtance of which he is preſery'd un- Enperone 
infected with Pleaſure,invulnerable againſt Soul or 
Pain; out of the reach of Injury, and a- Re-loning 
bove the Malice of Ill People. Thus he 
Wraſtles for the nobleſt Prize, ſtands firm tAn Alu- 
on the moſt ſlippery Ground, and keeps ene 
his Feet againſt all his Paſſions; To go on & Wrati- 
with him, his Honeſty is right Sterling, dos e te 
and touches as well as it looks; he always 
reſigns to Providence, and meets his Fate 


with 


—J___—_ I 
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*The 
Mind, or 


with Pleaſure : He never minds other Peo- 
ples Thoughts, or Actions, unleſs Publick 
Reaſon and General Good require it. No; 
He confines himſelf to his own Buſineſs, 
and contemplates upon his Poſt, and Sta- 
tionz And endeavours to do the Firſt as it 
ſhould be, and believe well of the Latter : 
I ſay of the Latter 3 for Fate is both ine- 
vitable, and convenient. He confiders that 
all Rational Beings are of Kin; and that 
General Kindneſs and Concern for the 
whole World, is no more than a piece of 
Humanity. That every ones Good Opi- 
nion is not worth the gaining; but only 
of thoſe who live up to the Dignity of 
their Nature. As for others, he knows 
their way of Living, and their Company; 
their Publick, and their Private Diſorders ; 
And, why indeed ſhould he value the Com- 
mendation of ſuch People, who are ſo Vi- 
tious and Fantaſtical, as not to be able to 
pleaſe themſelves ? 

V. Be not Haled, Selfiſh, Unadviſed, or 
Paſſionate in any Thing you do; Don't 
affect Quaintneſs, and Points of Wit: nei- 
ther Talk, nor Meddle more than is neceſ- 
ſary. Take care that your Tutelar Genius 
has a creditable Charge to preſide over; 


Powers of That you appear in the Character of your 


Reaſon. 


Sex, and Age; Act like a Roman Empe- 
rour, that loves his Country: and be al- 
ways 


—— — 
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e firſt ſounding of the Retreat. In the 
nean time manage your Credit fo, that 
ou need neither Swear your ſelf, nor 


Fant a Voucher. Let your Air be chear- 
ul; depend not upon Foreign Supports, 


gor beg your Happineſs of another. And 
1.2 word, never throw away your Legs, 
ta ſtand upon Crutches. ey | 
VI. If in the whole compaſs of Humane 
ife, you find any thing preferableto Juſtice 
nd Truth, to Temperance, and Fortitude 
To a Mind Self- ſatisfied with its own Ratio- 


hal Conduct, and entirely reſign'd to Fate: If 


ſay you know any Thing better than this, 
ver balk your Fancy, count it your Su- 
eam Happineſs, and make the moſt on't 
you can. But if there is nothing more 


N 


luable than that the Genius and Spirit 
"= you * ſhould be Abſolute in its Rea- 

n, Maſter of its Appetites, enquire nice- 
ly into the Quality of an Object, If there's 
nothing more to be wiſh'd than that with 
pocrates, it ſhould ſtand off from the Im- 
Preſſions of Sence; ſubmit to the Govern- 
ment of the Gods, and be helpful, and be- 
evolent to Mankind; If all things are Tri- 
Nes with reſpect to this, don't divide your 
Inclinations, miſplace your Thoughts, and 
Feaken your Satisfaction, by any Foreign 


Purſuits: Rational Choice, and Benevolent 


D De- 


Ko in a readineſs to quit the Field, at + T7, Die. 


Thesoul. 


. _ — 
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Deſign, ſhould never be check d. But if j 
you Are for trying Tricks, and compound. * 
ing the Matter, If Popularity and Power, 
if Wealth and Pleaſure once ſtrike your 
Fancy, you'r gone: Theſe new Favourites 
will Govern your Motions ; and Ride you 
at Diſcretion. Let your Choice therefore 
run all one way, and be bold, and reſo- 
Jute for that which is Beſt. Now Uſe and 
Significancy, is the proper Teſt of this Qua- 
lity : So that the Queſtion will be whe- 
ther a Thing is ſerviceable to your Ratio- 
nal Capacity ; If fo, cloſe with the Offer ; 
But if tis no more than a ſenſual Advan- 
tage, hold your Hand; And that you may 
Diſtinguiſh rightly, keep your Judgment 
Unbyaſs'd, and don't let it ſtick in the 
outſide of Matters. | 
VII. Don't be fond of any Thing, or 
think that for your Intereſt, which makes 
you break your Word, quit your Modeſty, 
be of a Diſſembling, Suſpicious, or Out 
ragious Humour; which puts you upon 
Hating any Perſon, and enclines you to 
any Practice, which wont bear the Light, 
and look the World in the Face. For he 

that values the Virtue of his Mind, and the 
Dignity of his Reaſon, before all other 
Things, is caſy, and well fortified, and has 
nothing for a Tragedy to work on ; He 
laments under no Misfortune, and wants 
_ 8 neither 
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5 neither Solitude nor Company; And which 
is ſtill more, he neither flies Death, nor 
purſues it; but is perfectly indifferent 

about the Length, and Shortneſs of his 

Life. And if he was to expire this Mo- 
ment, the want of Warning would not 
ſurpriſe him; He d ne er ſtruggle for more 
time, but go off with Decency and Ho- 

*nour. Indeed, he is ſolicitous — No- 
thing but his own Conduct, and for fear 

[ he ſhould fail in the Functions of Reaſon, 


Prudence, and Generoſity. 


; VIII. If you examine a Man that has 


been well Diſciplined by Philoſophy ; you 
find . — Unſound, Foul, or Falſe 
in him: Nothing that's Servile ,Foppilh, or 
] Fond; No ſelfiſh, no obnoxious, and ab- 
ſconding Pra&ices : To give him his due, 
a his Buſineſs is always done; His Life may 
be ſnort, but never imperfect: So that no 
Body can ſay he goes off the * before 


4 the Play is quite Acted. 


IX. T he Happineſs of your Life de- 
the Quality of your Thoughts, 


care that you entertain no Notions unſuit- 
| able to Virtue and reaſonable Nature; 

Now in order to this, you muſt be wary 
in your Afﬀent, Obedient to. the Gods, 


N and Benevolent to Mankind. 


X. As for other 1 throw 
2 them 


3 
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them all out of your Head, excepting thoſe 


few Precepts above mention'd ; Remem- 


bring withall, that every Mans Lite lies 
all within the Preſent; For the Paſt is 
ſpent, and done with, and the Future is 


uncertain : Now the Preſent if ſtrictly ex- 
amin'd, is but a point of Time. Well then! 


Life moves in a very narrow Compaſs ; 
yes, and Men live in a poor Corner of the 
World too: And the moſt laſting Fame 


will ſtretch but to a ſorry Extent. The 
Paſſage on't is uneven and craggy, and 


therefore it can't run far. The frequent 


Breaks of Succeſſion drop it in the Con- 
veyance: For alas! poor tranſitory Mor- 
tals, know little either of themſelves, or of 
thoſe who were long before them. 

XI. To the foregoing Hints you may 


add this which follows. And that is, to 


ſurvey and define every Object and Thought 


extraordinary; and that with ſuch Penetra- 


tion, as to diſſect it throughout, pull off its 
Mask and Fucus, and view it in its naked Eſ- 


fence: To call the Whole, and the Parts by 
their true Names; and be truly informed of 
their Force and Nature, both Single, and in 
Compoſition. For nothing is ſo likely to 
raiſe the Mind to a pitch of Greatneſs, as to 
bring Accidents, Perſons, and Pretenſions to 


a true Teſt. For inſtance, To be ready to 


tell ones ſelf, to what ſort of purpoſe this 


thing 
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thing ſerves, and what ſort of World tis 
© which makes uſe on't ? what proportion 


of value it bears to the Univerſe, and what 


My Buſineſs is to examine nicely into the 


4 
* 


to Men in particular; to Men I ſay, who 


wy 


ſpect of which all other Towns, are no 
more than ſingle Families. To return: 


preſent Object; to know what tis made 
on, and how long 'twill laſt ; what Virtue 
it requires of me, and gives occaſion to, 


whether Fortitude, or Truth, Good Na- 


ture, or Good Faith, Simplicity, Frugali- 
ty, and ſo forth; upon every Impreſſion 
and Accident, a Man ſhould be ready to 
pronounce, This was ſent me by Heaven, 
This is a Conſequence of Deſtiny; This 
comes from Chance, over- ruled by Provi- 
: dence. And this other was done by one of 


are Citizens of that great * Capital, in re- The! 


orld. 


the ſame Clan, + Family, and Corporati- Sz 8% 
on with my ſelf; Tis true, I don't like the * Sed. 


„ 
— 


Uſage, but the Man was a Stranger to the 
Relation he ſtood in ; and knew no Bet- 
ter. But J am under none of this Miſtake, 
and therefore Iwill be Juſt,and Friendly to 


him, and treat him by the Laws of Common T4. Sto. 
Society; for why ſhould any Man forfeit icksrec+- 


for his Ignorance, and loſe a Natural Right. ond all 


However, as to Things Indifferent, || I ſhall 


D 3 


them according to their reſpective Value. 
XIE -IF 


things in- 
different, 


take care to look into them too, and rate *xcepting 


#+ 
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XII. If you will be govern'd by Rea- n 
ſon, and manage what lies before you © 
with Induſtry,Vigour, and Temper; if you ® 
won't run out after New Game, but keep V 
your Mind Stanch, and well Diſciplined, 
as if this trial of Behaviour was your Laſt: 
And then, if you will but ſtick to your 
Meaſures, and be True to the Beſt of your 
Self; and keep your Fears and Deſires 
from going farther : If living up to your 
Nature, minding an opportunity, and ſtand- 
ing boldly by the Truth : If theſe Things 
I fay will ſatisſie you, you may be a Happy 
Man ; now if you are but willing, the World 
can't hinder you from doing all this. 

XIII. As your Surgeons have their In- 7 
ſtruments ready for ſudden Occaſions, fo 
be you always furniſh'd with Rules and 
Principles, to let you into the Knowledge 
and Extent of Things Humane and Divine; 
for theſe Two have their Reference and 
Connexion with each Other. The conſe- 
quence is, that your whole Practice ought 
to Turn upon this ſuppoſition : For with» 
out looking into the Nature and Admini» 
ſtration of the Gods, you fail in your 
Behaviour towards Men ; and thus the 
Reaſoning holds backward, to the other 
ſide of the Argument. 4 
XIV. Don't go too far in your Books, 
and overgraſp your ſelf. Alas! you have 

no 
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over the Greek and Roman Hiſtory, or ſo 


much as your own Common-Place-Book ; 


which you Collected to ſerve you when 
you were Old: Come, don't flatter and 
deceive your ſelf; Look to the main 


Chance, to the end and defign of Read- 


ing, and mind Life more than Notion: 
I fay, if you have a kindneſs for your Per- 
on, drive at the practice, and help your 
ſelf, for that is in your own power. 
XV. Many People don't know the true 


Compaſs and Extent of Language: For 


inſtance, They an't aware in how many 
| Senſes the words to Steal, to Buy, to Som, to 
be at Quiet, may be taken; nor how much 


—_—_— 


no time left to peruſe your * Diary, to read * xy, 


ler, 


ſo meaning the Duties of Life carry in them. 
nd I Theſe Actions are commonly either ſtrait- 


be © ned in the Notion, or miſapplied in the 

2: End. To ſay no more on t, He that would 

nd view this Matter rightly, muſt Think a lit- 

fk. tle, and look inward. 

he _ , NVI. There are three things which be- 

hk. Þ long to a Man, the Body, the Soul, and 
. the Mind: And as to the Properties of f TheEm. 


Peror 


the Diviſion, Senſation belongs to the Bo- 


ur | . makes a 
he dy, Appetite to the Soul, and Reaſon to diltiattic 
5 the Mind, To have the Senſes affected, tceg 
d be ſtamp'd with the Impreſſion of an and be 
and be ſtamp'd with the Impreſſion of an and che 
s Object, is common to Brutes and Cattle: Mind, »: 
ve lo be hurried and convuls'd with Paſſion, 
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is the Quality of Beaſts of Prey, and Men 


The Greek Of Pleaſure, of Libertines and * Tyrants ; 


mentions 


Phalartis 
and Nero, 


of Atheiſts and Traytors, and of thoſe 
who don't care what they do when no 
body ſees them; and ſince theſe Qualities 
are both Coarſe and Common, lets find 
out the Mark of a Man of Probity : His 
diſtinction then lies, in keeping Reaſon at 
the Head of Practice, and being Eaſy in 
his Condition. To live in a Crowd of 
Objects, without ſuffering either in his 


Senſe, his Virtue, or his Quiet. To have 


a good underſtanding at Howe, and be go- 
vern'd by that Divine Principle within 
Him : To be all Truth in his Words, and 
Juſtice in his Actions: And if the whole 
World ſhould disbelieve his Integrity, diſ- 
pute his Character, and queſtion his Hap- 
pineſs, he'd neither take it ill in the leaſt, 
nor alter his meaſures; but purſue the Ezds 
of Living, with all the Honeſty, Eaſe, and 
Reſignation imaginable. 


— 3 


BOOK IV. 


I. Hen the Mind Acts up to Nature, 

and is rightly Diſpos d, ſhe takes 
Things as they come, ſtands looſe in her 
Fancy, and Tacks about with her Circum- 
ſtances: As for fixing the Condition of her 
For- 
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e Fortune, ſhe is not at all Solicitous about 
that. Tis true, ſhe is not perfectly Indif- 
1 ferent, ſhe moves forward with a Prefer- 
* ence in her Choice; but then tis always 
with a Reſerve of Acquieſcence, and being 
| eaſy in the Event. And if any thing comes 


* croſs, ſhee falls to Work upon't, and like 


Fire converts it into Fuel. For as this 
Element when *tis weak is eaſily put out; 
but when once well Kindled, it ſeiſes up- 
on what lies next, ſubdues it into its own 
Nature, and encreaſes by Reſiſtance. 
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Il. Let ev ery Action tend to ſome Point, 
and be perfect in its Kind. 

III. Tis the Cuſtom of People to go to 
unfrequented Places and Country Seats for 
Retirement; And this has been your Me- 
thod formerly. But after all, this is but a 
Vulgar Fancy. For tis in your Power 
to withdraw into your ſelf whenever you 
have a Mind to't. Now ones own Breaſt is a 
place the moſt free from Crowd and Noiſe 
in the World, if a Mans Retroſpections are 
eaſy, his Thoughts entertaining, and his 
Mind well in Order. Your way 1s there- 
tore to make frequent uſe of this Retire- 
ment, and ** ef your Virtue in't. And 
to this End, be always provided with a 
few ſhort unconteſted Notions, to keep 
your —— True, and m ou 
eaſy in your Buſineſs. For Inſtance, wha 

is 


——— —  —— 


4.2 Maxcus AnToNninus's 
is it that Troubles you? Is it the Wicked- 


you meet with? If this be your Caſe, 
Out with your Antidote, and conſider, 
That Mankind were made for mutual Ad- 
vantage; that Forbearance is one part of 
Juſtice, and that People misbehave them- 
: 1 ſelves againſt their Will. * Conſider like- 
ven: wiſe, how many Men have embroyl'd 
Emperor themſelves, and ſpent their Days in Diſ- 
gives bis putes and Animoſities; and what did they 
this para- get by it? Why They had more Trouble 
dox and it may be, leſs of Life than they 
would have had. Be Quiet then, and don't 
diſturb your ſelf to no purpoſe. But it 
may be the Government of the World 
does not pleafeyou: Take out t other No- 
tion, and Argue thus. Either Providence, 
or Chance ſits at the Helm; If the Firſt, the 
Adminiſtration can't be queſtion d; if the 
Latter, there's no mending on't. Beſides, 
you may remember that the World is as it 
were one Great City and Corporation. 
But poſſibly the ill State of your Health af- 
flicts you. Pray Reflect, your Soul does not 
lie in your Lungs, nor your Reaſon in your 
Breath, ſo that if you are ſomewhat Aſth- 
matick, or out of Order, tis no ſuch 
great Matter. No, Not if your Mind will 
retire, and take a view of her own Pri- 
viledge and Power. And when * has 

one 
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neſs of the World, and the ill Uſage 
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Tone this, Recollect herPhiloſophy about 
. Pleaſure and Pain; And to which ſhe has 
ale, formerly aſſented. Well! It may be the 


der, Concern of Fame fits hard upon you. If 
you are pinch'd here, conſider how quick- 


— 


tof I y all things vaniſh, and are forgotten z 


yd Fither ſide of Eternity. Applauſe! conſi- of Eter- 
Diſ- 2 the Emptineſs of the Sound, the Pre- at fat. 
ney Farious Tenure, the little Judgment of m to 
ble thoſe that give it us; and the narrow come. 
ey Compaſs tis confin'd to: For the whole 

mnt Globe is but a Point; And of this Little 

It how Little is Inhabited? And where tis 

rid peopled, you! have no Reaſon to Brag 

lo- either of the Number, or Quality of your 

„ Admirers. Upon the whole; Don't for- 

he get to Retire into the Seat of your Rea- 

he * ſon; And above all Things, Let there be 

&, no Haling, nor ſtruggling in the Caſe, but 

it move Freely, and Gracefully, and manage 

1M. | Matters like a Man of Senſe and Spirit, like 
- à2 Burgher of the whole World, and like 

or a a Creature that muſt die ſhortly. And a- 

ar $ mong the reſt of your Stock, let theſe 

_ two Maxims be alwaysready ; Firſt, That 

h tis not Things, but Thong bir, which give 

1 > Diſturbance; For Things keep their Di- 

4 ſtance, and Teaſe no Body, till Fancy rai- 


; ſes the Spleen, and grows Untoward. 


what an immenſe Chaos there ſtands, what 


an Extent of Darkneſs and Confuſion; on 


*'The 
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See Book 


alib. 
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2 Sect. 15. 


The Second, is to conſider, that the 


1 * Scene is juſt ſhifting, and lliding off into 
Sect. 4). & Nothing: And that you your ſelf have 


ſeen abundance of Great Alterations. In 
a Word, generally ſpeaking, the World is 
all Revolution, and Conduct Þ little bet- 
ter than Fancy. 

IV. If the Faculty of Underſtanding 
lies in Common amongſt us all, then 
Reaſon, the Effect of it, muſt be common 
too : That Reaſon 1 ſay which Governs 
Practice by Commands, and Prohibitions. 
From whence we may conclude,that Man- 
kind are under one Common Regulation : 
And if under one Common Law, they 
muſt be Fellow Citizens, and belong to the 
fame Body Politick. From whence twill 
follow, that the whole World is upon the 
Matter but one Common-Wealth : For 
certainly there is no other Society in which 
Mankind can be Incorporated. Now this 
common Fund of Underſtanding, Reaſon, 
and Law, is a Commodity of this ſame 
Country, or which way do Mortals light 
on't ? For as the four Diſtinctions in my 
Body belong to ſome General Head, and 
Species of Matter; For Inſtance ; The Ear- 
thy Part in Me comes from the Diviſion 
of Earth ; The Watery belongs to another 
Element; The Airy Particles flow from a 
Third Spring, and thoſe of Fire from one 

Diſtinct 
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Diſtin& from all the former. For by the 
Way, Nothing can no more produce Some- 
ching, than Something can fink into No- 


thing: And thus in. Proportion to the 
Reaſoning upon my Conſtitution, our On- 
dlerſtanding muſt have a Caule, and pro- 
ceed from ſome Quarter or other. 
V. Death, and Generation are both 
yſteries of Nature, and ſomewhat reſem- 
le each other : For the firſt does but un- 
twiſt thoſe Elements, the latter had 
wrought together: Now there's nothing 
that a Man needs be aſhamed of in all this; 
Nothing but what his Reaſon may Digeſt; 
And what reſults from his Make, and Con- 
itution. 
Vl. Practices and Humours are gene- 
rally of a Piece; Such Uſage from ſuch 


ſort of Men, is in a manner neceſſary: To 


be ſurpriz d at it, is in effect to Wonder 


At the eager Quality of Vinegar. “ Pray 
conſider that both you, and your Enemy 

are dropping off, and that e er long your 
: very Memories will be extinguiſhed. 


VII. Don't ſuppoſe you are Hnrt, and 


+ 


_ 
1 
Wo _ 
3 


**Tis pro- 
bable the 
Emperor 
made this 
Reflexion 
upon re- 
2 s ceiving 
your Complaint ceaſes, and then no Dam- ſome great 


mages will be done. 3 


VIII. That which does not make a Man 
worſe, does not make him Live worſe; And 
by conſequence he has no Harm by't either 
one way, or t' other. 1 
g IX. Na- 


PP 
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which 
proceed 
from the 


IX. Nature was oblig'd to Act in this 
manner, for her own Convenience. 

X. Take notice that all Events + turn 
upon Merit, and Congruity. Which if 
you obſerve nicely, you not only 


firſt Cauſc · CEive a Connexion between Cauſes and Ef. 


fects, but a Sovereign Diſtribution of Ju- 
ſtice; which preſides i in the Adminiſttati- 
on, and gives every Thing its Due. * 
on "with this Remark ; And let all vou 
Actions anſwer the Character of a Good 
Man, I mean a Good Man, in the Sttictneſs. 
and Notion, of Philoſophy. 

XI. If a Man Affronts you, don't go in- 


to his Opinion, or Think juſt as He would 


have you: No, look upon Things as Reali- 
ty preſents them, and form your r Judgment 
accordingly. 

XII. Be always provided with Princi- 
ples for the following Purpoſes: Firſt, To 
engage in nothing but what Reaſon Di- 
Gates, what the cn 2 and Legiſlative 


Part of you ſhall ſugoeſt, For the Tntereſt 


of Mankind. Seen; To be diſpoſed 
to quit your Opinion, and alter your Mea- 
feres, when a Friend ſhall give you Good 
Grounds for ſo doing. But then the Rea- 
Tons of changing your Mind ought to be 
drawn from the Conſiderations of Juſtice, 
Publick Good, or ſome ſuch Generous Mo- 
tive; And not becauſe it pleaſes your Fan- 
cy, or promotes your Reputation. XIII. 


All. Have you any Senſe in your Head > 


2 


res: Why don't you make uſe ont then? 


For if this Faculty does but do its Part, 1 
cant ſee what more you need wiſh for. 


* 


XIV. At preſent your Nature is Diſtin- 


NJ eniſh'd, and ſtands apart; But cer long 


vol vaniſh into the Whole + Or if vod 


pfleaſe you'l be return d into that Active 
and Prolifick Regſon which gave you yout 
Being.“ e l 2 ha 
NV. When Frankincenſe is thrown up- nn The 
JF on the Altar, one Grain Uſually falls be- Soul a pare 
fore another; but then the Diſtance Of of e De. 


: ©: "TheSto- 


ty ; and 


3 Time is Infignificant. + 1 that it was 


XVI. The ſeeming Singularitys of Rea“ abſorb'din 


ſon quickly wear off: Do but ſtick cloſe 8 
to the Principles of Wiſdom, and Thoke 
who take 
Madman, will make 


This 
you now for a Monkey, of 2 ta her 
a God of you in à that the 
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difference 


: 


Weeks time. 


between 2 


VVII. Don't manage as if you had ten long and 
Thoufand Years to throw away: Look ſhorr life, 
you; Death ſtands at your Elbow ; make i. Pei. 
the moſt of your Minute, and be Good for conſidera- 


Something, while 'tis in your Power. — 


XVIII. What a great deal of Time and Eternity. 


Faſe that Man gains who is not troubled 


with the Spirit of Curioſity : Who lets his 
Neighbours Thoughts and Behaviour a- 
lone, confines his Inſpections to himſelf ; 
And takes care of the Points of Honeſty 
| and 
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and Conſcience. Truly as Agatho obſerves, i 


this malicious, trifling Humour ought to 
be check'd. In a Word, we muſt keep to 
our own Buſineſs, for Rambling, and Im- 
pertinence is not to be endur'd. 
XIX. He that is ſo very ſolicitous abont 
being Talk'd of when he is Dead, and 
makes his Memory his Inclination, doesnot 
conſider that all his Admirers will quick- 
ly be gone. That his Fame will go leſs in 
the next Generation, and Flag upon the 
| Courſe ; and like a Ball that's Handed 
from one to another, twill be dropt at 
laſt; but granting your Monuments and 
your Men immortal, what's their Panegy- 
rick toyou, when you are Dead, and know 
nothing of the matter? And if you were 
Living, what would Commendation ſigni- 
fy, unleſs for the convenience of Imitati- 
on? To conclude ; if you depend thus 
ſervilely upon the good Word of other 
People; you act below your Nature, and 
neglect the improvement of your ſelf. 
XX. Whatever is Good, has that Qua- 
lity from it (elf; tis finiſh'd by its own 
Nature, and Commendation is no part 
of it. Why then a thing is neither bet- 
ter, nor worſe, for being prais d. This 
holds concerning Things which are call'd 
| Good in the common way of ſpeaking, as 
the products of Nature and Art; what do 
| you 
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ou think then of that which deſerves this 
Fbaracter in the ſtricteſt Propriety 2 Do 


—— 
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. : 

C Jou imagine it wants any Thing Foreign 

\- Mo compleat the Idea? What is your Opi- 
ion of Truth, good Nature and Sobriety ? 

1t Do any of theſe. Virtues ſtand in need of 

4 good Word; or are they the worſe for 

t bad one? I hope a Diamond will ſhine 

er the leſs for a Mans being ſilent about 

in De worth ont ; Neither 18 there any Ne- 

1e ſſity of Flouriſhing upon a piece of Gold, 

d preſerve the Intrinſick of the Mettal. 

at XXI. If Humane Souls have a Being af. 

d r Death, which way has the Air made 

y oom for them from all Eternity? Pray 

row has the Earth been Capaciaus enough _ 

re receive all the Bodies buried irt? The or 

i. eſolution of this latter Queſtion will ſa- 


fi. fy the former. For as a Corps after 
us me continuance turns into Duſt, and 
ex Makes way for another; So when a Man 
14 ies, and the Spirit is let looſe into the 
Kir it holds out for ſome time, after which 
wears off and drops in Pieces. And * The ste- 
un ben Things come to this Paſz, tis ei- ice bel 
. , a 35 fp TJ | the Soul a 
rt ier Renew'd, and Lighted up into ano- Compo 
er Soul; * or elle abſorb' d inte that of don offire 


t- 3 x 4 8 — 
is ie Oseeſe; And thus they make room bar. 
5 d 1 DF Succeſſion. And this may ſerve.for-an ee 
3 1 yy + $-p Boy > Oe prednmi- 
as nſwer upon the Suppoſition of the Souls Pied Ele. 


ur viving-the Body. Beſides, We are not meat 


5 


Marcus Axtoninus's 


only to confider the vaſt number of Bodies 
diſpos'd of in the manner above mention- 
ed z but what an infinite are every Day 
devour'd by Mankind, and other Living 
Creatures, and as it were buried in their 
Stomachs ; And yet by the Tranſmutati- 
on of the Food into Blood and Humours, 
and by the Conveyance of Perſpiration, 
there's Stowage enough. And now which 
way can a Man take a Proſpect of the 
Truth, and trace the Hiſtory of Nature? 
Why inorder to this, you muſt divide the 
Thing in Queſtion, into Matter, and 
* By Form Form. „ 3 I 

theStoicks XXII. Don't run Riot; keep your Un- In 
meant 41 | - ; = 6 = 

God, or derſtanding True, F and your Intentions 8: 
che Effi- Honeſt, +» : 3 Inn 
en va XXIII. Whatever is agreeable to you, 
. O Duiderſe f is ſo to ttte too. Your Things 

eeDOO 


« Sekt. 36. are never Miſtim d. Yottt Methods are m 


A 


Book 7. acceptable, and your Se4ſors all Spring and e 
* 54- Summer to me ! From Tow all Things pro- t. 
Word the Ceed, ſubſiſt in you, and Return to You. F 
Sroicks And if the Poet call'd Athens the City Be- FG 
under Toved by Cecrops, why mayn't the World be Y 
ſtood Cod. ſtyl'd the Fadourite Town of Jupiter? ti 
| XXIV. If you would Live at your Eaſe, 8 
ſays Demotritus, Manage but a few Things. 
I think it had been better, if He had faid, 
Do nothing but what is neceſſary; and 


what becomes one made for Society; No- 
en thing 
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E but what Reaſon preſcribes, and in 
the Order too ſhe preſcribes it. For by 
this Rule a Man may both ſecure the Qua- 
1525 and draw in the Bulk of his Buſi neſs; 
4 And have the double Pleaſure of making 
ti- © his Actions Good, and Few, into the Bar- 
rs, 2 gain. For the greateſt part of what we 
n, ſay and do, being unneceſſary; If this 
>| were but once retrenchd, we ſhould have 
he ; both more Leiſure, and leſs Diſturbance. 
And therefore before a Man ſets forward 
e ſhould ask himſelf this Queſtion ; Am 
I not upon the Verge of ſomething unne- 
Neeſſary and impertinent ? Farther ; We 
*Kſbould apply this Hint to what we Think, 
as well as to what we Do; For Imperti- 
Inence of Thought; draws Unneceſſary 
Action after it. 
XXV. Bring the Matter to an Iſſue, 
are W make an Experiment upon your ſelf and 
ind 7 examine your Profictency 1n a Life of Vir- 
E H Bk Try how you can acquieſce in your 
Fate, and whether your own Honeſty, and 
Good Nature will content you. 
| be 4 XXVI. Have you ſeen one ſort of For- 
tune? Pray view t other too; neter be di- 
ſturb'd, but reduce your Perſon to its na- 


than belongs to you. Is any Man guilty 
of a Fault? 'Tis to himſelf then: Has any 


ES Bounty 


„ura! Bulk, and be not Concern'd for mort 


n 
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Advantage happen'd to you? Tis the 
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i Bounty of Fate: 'Twas all of it preor- 71 
3% dain'd you by the Univerſal Cauſe. Up- 
* on the whole z Life is but ſhort, therefore 
4 be Juſt, and Prudent, and make your moſt 
on't. And when you Divert your ſelf, be 


V 

always upon your Guard. N 
XXVII. The World is either the Effece 2 
of Contrivance or Chance; If the latter, N 
tis a World for all that, that is to ſay, Tis 
a Regular and Beautiful Structure. Now m 
can any Man diſcover Symetry in his 8e 
own Shape, and yet take the Duiverſe 8 
for an Heap of Rubbiſh? I ſay the Uni- 10 
derſe, in which the very Diſcord, and Con- 


fuſion of the Elements, ſettles into Har- 
This Sec. mony and Order. 1 
tion is le. XXVIII. There are ſeveral ſorts of 
velled 4 ſcandalous Tempers, ſome Malicious, and 
gainſt the 5 . 4 
Hyrothe- ſome effeminate, others Obſtinate, Brutiſn, 
{is of Eri. and Savage. Some Humours are Childiſh, 
CUYH.I. . + 
and Silly: ſome Falſe, and others Scurri- e 
lons, ſome Mercenary, and ſome Tyrannical. b 
XXIX. Not to know what's zz the World. 
and not to know what's Done in the World. 
comes much to the ſame Thing, and a 
Man is one way no leſs a Stranger, than 
tother. To proceed. He is no better tban 
2 Deſerter that renounces Publick Reaſon, 
and the Laws of Providence. He is a Blind 
Man, that Winks with his Underſtanding; 
And he is a Beggar that is not furniſhed 


a 
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at Home, but wants the Aſſiſtance of ano- 
P- IE ther. He that frets himſelf Sore becauſe 
ic PR Things don't happen juſt as he would have 
t them, is but a ſort of an Ulcer of the 
be World ; By murmuring at the Courſe of 
Nature, he quits the Univerſal Body, and 
> gains only the Diſtinction of a Diſcaſe. 
er, Never conſidering that the ſame Cauſe 
[1s 9 *which produced the diſpleaſing Accident, 
made him too. And laſtly, He that is 
x Selfiſh, narrow-Sould, and ſets up for a 
Separate Intereſt, is a kind of Voluntary 
23 0-#-Law, and Difincorporates himſelf from 


»N- Mankind. | 
ar- FF XXX. This Philoſopher has never a 
23 Waſtcoat to his Coat, other ne'er a Book 
of Fro Read, and a third is half naked, and 
ind yet They are none of them diſcouraged : 
uh, One Learned Man has nothing for his $:0- 
iſh, 7 mach, nor Another for his Lectures; How- 
rri- ever they are reſolved to ſtarve on, and 
cal. be iſe in Deſpight of Misfortune. 
rid, F XXXI. Be ſatisfyed with your B ineſs, 
rid. and learn to Love what you were Bred 
da too: And as to the Remainder of vout 
han Life, be entirely reſign'd, and let the Gods 


do their Pleaſure: And when this is done, 


ſon, be neither Save, nor Thraxt, to any Body. 


XXXII. To begin ſome-where, conſi- 
der how Buſineſs, Humour, and Fortune, 
d went with the World in Veſpaſeaz's Time; 

21 Conh- 
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Conſider this I ſay, and you] find Mankind 


juſt at the ſame paſs They are now. Some 
Marrying, and ſome concern d in Equcati- 
on, ſome Sick, and ſome Dying; ſome 
Fighting, and ſome Feaſting, ſome drudg- 
ing at the Plow, and ſome upon the Ex- 
change; ſome were too Afﬀable, and ſome ® 
over-grown with Conceit; one was full of 
Jealonſy, and tother of Knavery ; Here 
you might find a parcel] wiſhing for the 
Death of their Friends; and there a ſedi- 
tious Club complaining of the Times; 


1 
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here you'l find Mortals in the ſame Circle 
of Buſineſs, and Folly, they were in be- 


4:8 
Tan 


fore: But they are all gone too. Go on 
with the Contemplation, and carry it to 8 


other Times and Countries, And here you! 
ſee abundance of People very Buſy, and 
Big with their Projects, drop off preſently, 
and Moulder to Duſt and Aſhes ; More par- 
ticularly recolle& thoſe within your own 
Memory, who have been hurried on in 
theſe vain Purſuits ; How they have over- 
look d the Dignity of their Nature, and 
thoſe better Satisfactions in their ow] 
Power. And here you muſt remember to 

* 
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proportion your Concern to the Weight, 


and Importance of Buſineſs: Thus you! 
be ſafe againſt Trifling, and part with 
= Amuſements without Regret. 


XX XII. Thoſe Words which were for- 


q; merly current and proper, are now become 


b Obſolete, and Barbarous. Alas! This is 


not all: Fame Tarniſhes in Time too; 


And Men grow out of Faſhion, as well as 


Language. Thoſe celebrated Names of 
. Camillus, Cæſo, and Voleſus are Antiquated; 


Thoſe of Scipio, Cato, and Auguſtus will 
have the ſame Fortune; and thoſe of 4 
drian, and Antoninus, mult follow. All 
theſe Things are Tranſitory and quickly 
ſwallowed up in Oblivion. I fpeak this 
of thoſe who have been the wonder of 
their Age and ſhin'd with Unuſual Luſtre. 
But as for the Reſt, they are no ſooner 


3 Dcad, than Forgotten. And if you could 
Perpetuate your Mewory, what does Fame 


Everlaſting ſigniſie? Meer Stuff! What then 
is it, that's worth ones while to be con- 
cern'd for? Why nothing but This; To 
bear an Honeſt Mind, to Act for the Good 
of Society; to Deceive No body; to fore- 
ſee the Worſt, and be contented with what 
happens, upon the Score both of the Cauſe, 
and the Neceſſity. . 
XXXIV. Put your ſelf frankly into the 
Hands of Fate, and let her Spin you out 
what Fortune ſne pleaſes. EA XXXV 
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XXXXV. He that does a Memorable 
Action, and thoſe that Report it, are al! 
but ſhort-liv'd Things. 

XXXVI. Accuſtom your ſelf to conſider, 
that whatever is produc'd, is produc'd by 
Alteration : That Nature Loves nothing ſo 
much as ſhifting the Scene, and bringing new 
Perſons upon the Stage. To ſpeak cloſely ; 


The Deſtruction of one Thing, is the Ma- 


king of another: And that which S,, 
at preſent, is as it were the Seed of Succeſ- 
fron, which ſprings from it. But if you 
take Seed in the Common Notion, and 
Confine it to the Field, or the Garden, 
you have a dull Fancy. 


XXXVII. You are juſt taking leave of 4 
the World, and don't you know what you 


are, and what you are not? Han't you 
done with unneceſlaryDefires? Are you not 
vert above Diſturbance and Suſpicion, and 


fully convinc'd that nothing without your "3 


own Will can Hurt you? Have you not 
yet learn'd to be Friends with every Body, 
and that to be an Honeſt Man, is the only 
way to be a Wiſe one? 

XXXVIII. To underſtand the true Qua- 
lity of People, you muſt look into their 
Minds, and examine their Purſuits, and 
Averſions. | 

XXXIX. Your Paix can't lie in another 
Man's Head, neither can his Miſmanage- 

F ment, 
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be Good, or Evil in its ſelf. For that 
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ment, be your Misfortune. Nay farther, 


8 


the Declenſion of your Health, or the Ac- 
cidemts in your Carcaſs need not affect you. 

; Where then are you Paſlive and Vulnera- 
? ble? Why in that Part of you that forms 
© Judgments and Opinions of Things. Don't 
imagine you are hurt, and you are Impreg- 
nabſe: Suppoſe then your Fleſh was Hack'd, 

Sear d, or Putrified; for your Lite, let your 
Fancy lie ſtill: * That is, dont conclude * A Seoi- 


what is common to Good, or Ill Men, can Rhodo- 
montade. 


11 


3 


3 which may be every bodys Lot, muſt in 


its own Nature be Indifferent. 


XL. You ought frequently to confider 


that the World is an Animal, Þ confiſting + The Sto- 
Jof one Soul and Body; that an Univerſal ich belic- 


d th 
# Senſe runs through the whole Maſs of World A- 


Matter. You ſhould likewiſe reflect how — 


NMeature Acts by a Joynt Effort, and as it Gd was 
were altogether; And how every thing the Soul 


cContributes to the Being of every thing: . 


And laſtly, what Connexion and Subordi- 

nation there is, between Cauſes, and Ef- 
# tects. | 
XII. Would you know what you are? 


3 EpiGetus will tell you that you are a Liv- 


þ 110 Soul, that drags a Carcaſs about with 
her. 

XLII. Things that ſubſiſt upon Charge, 

and owe their Being to Inſtability, can 
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| 

| | 
Ses Book neither be conſiderably Good, nor Bad.. 1 
7. 0.3. XIIII. The World Hurries off a Pace, 


0 eren. and Time is like a Rapid River: A Thing 


is no ſooner well come, but tis paſt; And 

then another is poſted after it; And it may 
be at length, the firſt will return under 
another Appearance. 

XLIV. Whatever happens Here, is as 
Common, and well known as a Roſe in 
the Spring, or an Apple in Autumn : -f 
this kind are Diſeaſes, and Death, Calum- 3 
ny and Undermining; And ſeveral other 
Things, which Raiſe, and Depreſs the Spi- 
Tits of unthinking People. 

XLV. Aatecedents, and Conſequents are 
dexterouſly tyed together in the World : 
Things are not careleſly thrown on a Heap 
and joyn'd more by Number than Nature; 
but as it were Artificially inlay'd into each 
other. And as the preſent Set of Appear- 
ences are very curiouſly contrived, ſo thoſe 
upon the Stacks arc carried on by Rule, and 
come forward with great Uniformity. 

XLVI. The Elements are always ſhift- 
ing their Forms, and Tranſmuting into 
each other. Therefore don't forget the Say- 
ing of Heraclitus; hat the Earth dies into 
Water, Water into Air, Air into Fire, and 
fo Backward. Remember likewiſe the Sto- 
ry of the Man that Travelled on, with- 
out knowing to what place the Way 
would 
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would bring him: And that many People 
conteſt the Point with that Reaſon that 
X Governs the World, and with which they 
XZ are daily Converſant: And ſeem perfectly 
unacquainted with thoſe things which oc- 
cur daily. Farther, we muſt not Nod 
cover Buſineſs, nor dream away Life, like 
People who fancy they are mightily em- 
ploy' d, when they are faſt in their Beds. 
Neither are we to be wholly govern'd by 
Tradition; For that's like Children, who 
believe any thing their Parents tell them, 
XLVII. Put the caſe ſome God ſhould 
7 acquaint you, you were to Die to Morrow, 
or next Day at fartheſt. Under this War- 
ning, you wculd be a very Poor Wretch 
if you ſhould ſtrongly ſolicit for the long- 
eſt time: For alas! how inconſiderable is 
the difference? In like manner if you 
would Reaſon right, and compute upon 
the Notion of Eternity, you would not 
be much concern d whether your Life was 
up to Morrow, or a Thouſand Years hence. 
XLVIII. Conſider how many Phyſici- 
ans are Dead that us d to value themſelves 
upon the Cure of their Patientsz How 
many Aſtrologers who thought themſelves 
Great Men by foretelling the Death of o- 
> thers; How many Philoſophers have gone 
the way of all Fleſh, after all their Lear- 
ned Diſputes about dying, and W 
1 | ity 
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lity ; How many Field-Worthies, who 
had knock'd ſo many Mens Brains out; 


Pride and Rigour, and as if themſelves i 
had been Immortal ; How many Cities, if 
may ſay ſo, have given up the Ghoſt : 
For Inſtance Helice in Greece, Pomperi, and 
Herculanum in Italy; not to mention many 
beſides. Do but recollect your Acquain- 
tance; And here you'l find People Mana- 
ging and making way for Funerals , 
Mourning for their Friends, and givin 
Occaſion for the ſame Office themſelves. 
And all within a ſmall Compaſs of Time. 
In ſhort, Mankind are poor Tranſitory 
Things! They are one Day in the Rudi- 
ments of Life, and almoſt the next, turn'd 
to Mummie, or Aſhes. Your way is there- 
fore to manage this Minute Wiſely, and 
part with it chearfully; And like a ripe 
Nut when you drop out of the Husk, * 
ſure to ſpeak well of the Seaſor, and make 
your Acknowledgments to the Tree that 
bore you. | 
XLIX. Stand Firm like a Rock, againſt 
which tho' the Waves Batter, and Swell, 
they fall flat at laſt. How unfortunate has 
this Accident made me, crys ſuch a one ! 
Not at all! He ſhould rather ſay, what a 
Happy Mortal am I for being unconcern'd 


upon 
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How many Tyrants who manag'd the 
Power of Life and Death with as much 
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ho upon the Occaſion! For being neither 
t; ¶ ſhocked at the Preſent, nor afraid of whats 
he to Come. The Thing might have hap- 
ch pen d to any other Man as well as my ſelf, 
es — for all that, every Body would not 
if have been ſo eaſy under it. Why then is 
t: not the Good Fortune of the Bearing, 
1d more conſiderable than the Ill Fortune of 
y the Happening? Or to ſpeak: properly, 
1- © How can that be a Misfortune to a Man, 
which is no Diſappointment to his Na- 


a- 
ture? And how can that croſs upon a 
g Mans Nature which falls in with the ve- 
S8. ry Intention and Deſign of it? Now what 
e. Humane Nature, rightly diſpos d, drives 
y at, I ſuppoſe you are not to learn at this 


time of Day. To apply this Reaſoning : 
Does the preſent Accident hinder your 
being Honeſt and Brave, Temperate and 
J XZ Modeſt, Judicious, and Unſervile ? ec. 
e © Now when a Man is furniſhed with theſe 
e ** Good Qualities, the higheſt Notion of 
- = 
7 


Him is finiſh'd, and his Nature has what 
ſhe would have. Farther; When any 
thing grows troubleſome: recollect this 

Maxim; That generous Behaviour is to 
n ſtrong for Ill Fortune, and turns it to an 
i Advantage. 

I.. To conſider thoſe old People that re- 
fignd ſo umwillingly, is for a common No- 
tion, not unſerviceable; it helps us ſome- 
g 4 what 
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riſn, and Diſſemble like other People. 1 


what to Face Death, and contemn it: For 
what are theſe long-liv'd Mortals more than 
thoſe that went off in their Infancy? whats 
become of Cæcilianus, Fabius, Julianus, and = 
Lepidus ? Their Heads are all laid ſome- 
where ; They buried a great many, but 
came at laſt tot themſelves. Upon the 
whole; The difference between long, and 
{ſhort Life is inſignificant z eſpecially if you 
confider the Accidents, the Company, and 
the Carcaſs you muſt go through with : 
Therefore don't let a Thought of this kind 
affect you one way or tother : Do but 
look upon the aſtoniſhing Notion of Time 
and Eternity : what an immenſe deal has 
run out already, and how Infinite tis ſtill 
in the Future: Do but conſider this, and 
you'l find three Days and three Ages of 
Life, come much to the ſame Meaſure and 
Reckoning. 

LI. Always go the ſnorteſt way to work; 
Now the neareſt Road to your Buſineſss 
lies through Hofieſty. Let it be your con- 
ſtant method then to deal clearly and a- 
bove Board. And by this means you need 
not Fatigue it, yon need not Quarrel, Flou- 
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nd WIe you find an unwillingneſs to 

Tv riſe early in the Morning, make this 
ut hort Speech to your ſelf : Em getting up 
he noy to do the Buſineſs of a Man; and am 
1g I out of Humour for going about that I 
ou was made for; and for the ſake of which 
1d I was ſent into the World? Was I then 
1deſign'd for nothing but to Doze and Bat- 
1d ten beneath the Counterpane ? Well! but 
this is a comfortable way of living. Grant- 


is ing that: wer't thou Born only for Plea- 
as ure; were you never to do any thing? I 
il! thought Action had been the End of your 
1d Being: Pray look upon the Plants and 
r Birds, the Piſmires, Spiders, and Bees, and 
d fyoul ſee them all Regular and Induſtrious, 


exerting their Nature, and buſy in their 
c:; Station. For ſhame ! Shall a Spider act 
s like a Spider, and make the moſt of her 
Matters, and ſhan't a Man act like a Man? 


i= = Why don't you rouze your Faculties, and 
d manage up to your Kind? For all that, 
1. theres no Living without Reſt: True; 


But then let's follow Natures directions, 
And not take too much on't : She likewiſe 
has given you leave to Eat and Drink 
within a Rule; but here you generally ex- 
ceed your Commiſſion, and go beyond 
Con- 
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Convenience: Whereas in buſineſs you arc 
apt to Favour your ſelf, and do leſs than 


lies in your power. In earneſt, you have 


no true Love for your ſelf : If you had, 
you would improve your Nature, Humour 
her Motions, and ſolicit her Intereſt, Now 
when a Man loves his Trade, how he' 
Sweat and Drudg to perform to a Curioſity, 


and make himſeſf Maſter ont! But to ſpeak | 


out, You mind your Perſon leſs than a 
Turner does the making of a Chair; A 
Dancing Maſter has much more regard for 
his Heels, than you have for your Head : 
And as for Wealth and Popularity, how 
ſtrongly are they purſued by the Vain, 
and the Covetous? All theſe People when 
their Fancy is once ſtruck, puſh their Point 
might and main, and will ſcarcely allow 
themſelves neceſſary Refreſhment. And 
now can you think the Functions of Rea- 
ſon, Juſtice, and Generoſity, leſs valuable 
than theſe petty Amuſements ? | 

IT. What an eaſy matter 'tis to ſtem the 
Current of your imagination; to diſcharge 
a troubleſome, or improper Thought, and 
grow as calm and regular as one would 
wiſh ? | Ab 

III. Don't think any Action beneath 
you, which Reaſon and Circumſtances re- 
quire ; and never be miſled by the appre- 
henſion of Cenſure, or Reproach. * 

— Ho- 
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Honeſty prompts you to ſay, or do any 
thing, ne er Baulk your ſelf, or ſtart at the 
matter. If other People are particular in 
their Fancies and Opinions, mind them 
not: Be you govern d by the Reaſon 
Svithin you; purſue that which is moſt for 
Four own, and the Common Intereſt. For 
& ſpeak ſtrictly, theſe Two are but one 
and the ſame. 
IV. Tle jog on in that Path which Na- 
ture has Chalk d out, till my Legs fink un- 
ger me; and then I ſhall be at Reſt, and 
Expire into that Air which has given me 
Preath; fall upon that Earth which has 
maintain d my Parents, help'd my Nurſe 
$ her Milk, and ſupply'd me with Meat 
and Drink for ſo many years; and tho its 
avours have been often abus'd, {till ſuffers 
me to Tread upont. x 
V. Wit and Smartneſs are not mightily 
your Talent: What then? There are a 


great many other good Qualities in which 


ou can't pretend Nature has fail'd you : 
Improve them as far as you can, and let's 
pave that which is perfectly in your Power. 
cdu may if you pleaſe, behave your ſelf 
ike a Man of Gravity, and good Faith, 
endure Hardſhip, and deſpiſe Pleaſure ; 
want but a few things, and complain of 
Hothing; you may be diſpaſſionate, ſtand 
upon your own Legs, and be Great if you 
4 ile pleaſe, 
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pleaſe, and have nothing of III Nature, 
Luxury, or Trifling in your Humour: 
Don't you ſee how much you may do it 
you have a mind to't ; and how the Plc: 
of Incapacity is out of doors? And yet 
you don't Puſh, and manage as you ſhould 
do: What then! Does any Natural Defed 
force you upon Grumbling, Miſerableneſs 
or laying your Faults upon your Conſtitu- 
tion, upon Flattery, or Oſtentation; upon 
uncertainty of Temper, and rolling from 
one Folly to another? Can you ſay you 
are ſo weakly made, as to be driven upon 
theſe Practices? The immortal Gods know 


to the contrary ! No, you might have ſtood 


clear of all This long ſince: And after 
all, if your Parts were ſomewhat low, and 
your Underitanding heavy, your way had 
been to have taken the more pains with 
your ſelf, and not to have lain Fallow, 
and doted upon your own dullneſs. 

VI. Some Men when they do you a Kind- 
neſs, are preſently for Ringing the Obli- 
gation in your Ears; others are more mo- 
deſt than this comes to: However, they 
remember the Favour, and look upon you 
as their Debtor. A third fort ſhall be 
every jot as nuich Benefactors, and yet 
ſcarce know any thing of the matter : 
Theſe are much like a Vine, which is fa- 
tisfied by being fruitful in its is we 8 

cars 
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bears a Bunch of Grapes without expect- 
ing any Thanks for it. A Fleet Horſe or 


Greyhound, don't uſe to make a Noiſe 
when they have perform'd handſomly, 
nor a Bee neither when ſhe has made a lit- 


*tle Hony : And thus a Man that's rightly 
Kind, never proclaims a Good Turn, but 


does another as ſoon as he can; juſt like 


'a Vine that bears again the next Seaſon. 

Now we ſhould imitate T hoſe who are ſo 
obliging, as hardly to remember their Be- 
neficence: But you ſay, a Man ought to 
derſtand the Quality of his own Acti- 
ons. Tis ſomewhat natural for One that's 
Generous, to be Conſcious of his Genero- 


ſity; yes truly, and to deſire the Perſon 
Hblig d, ſhould be ſenſible of it too; I 


grant what you ſay, is in a great meaſure 
True: And if you don't take me right, 
Fou'l make one of thoſe untoward Bene- 

factors I firſt mention d: Indeed, They 
think their grounds plauſible enough; for 


their Vanity impoſes upon them. But if 


Foul view the caſe in its true Colours, 
the privacy of doing a good-turn will ne- 
ver diſcourage you. | 

VII. The Athenians usd to be mighty 
Clamorous to Jupiter for Rain upon their 
own Lands, but not a word for other 


People. Now to my mind, They had een 


better have held their Tongues, or elſe 
F 2 pray'd 
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pray'd with more of Extent, and Genero- 
lity. 

VIII. AÆſeulapius, as we commonly 
Probably ſpeak, has preſcrib d ſuch a one Riding 
ina dream gut, Walking in his Slippers, or a Cold 

Bath; Now much to the ſame meaning wv 

we may affirm, that Providence, or the Soul ni 

of the Univerſe, has ordered this or that 

Perſon a Diſeaſe, loſs of Limbs or Eſtate, 
1 or ſome ſuch other Calamity. For as in 
[| the firſt caſe, the word Preſcrived, ſigni- 
N fies a Direction for the Health of the P/. 
1 tient : ſo in the latter it means an Appli- 
[ cation, proper for the Conſtitution and Be- 
q nefit of Fate. And thus thefe harſher, 
0 Events may be counted fit for us; as Free- 
# ſtone which is well joyn'd, and lies Snug 
| in a Building, may be ſaid to fit it. In- 
deed, the whole of Nature, conſiſts of an 
Harmony and Congruity of Parts ; For as 
% the World has its Form and Entireneſs 
4 from that univerſal Matter of which it con- 
{ fiſts So the Character, and Diſtinction of 
Fate, reſults from the Quality and Con- 
currence of all other Cauſes contained in 
it. The Common People underſtand this n 
Notion very well ; Their way of ſpeak- 
ing is, This was ſent him by Deſtiny : Say 
you ſo; was there not then ſomewhat of 
Purpoſe and Deſign in it? Let us then 
comply with our Doom, as we do m_ 
the 
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the Preſcriptions of a Celebrated Phyſici- 
an: Theſe Doſes are often unpalatable 
and rugged ; and yet the deſire of Health 


akes them go merrily down. Now that 


Svhich Nature eſteems Profit and Conve- 
nience, ſhould be no leſs valued than your 


own Health : And therefore when any 
croſs Accident happens, take it quietly to 
you, tis for the good of the Univerſe, 


and Jupiter himſelf is the better for't. * A Stoical 
Depend upon't, This had never been ſent Paradox. 


Ino leſs than in Matter and Quantity; If 
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in your power. 


Fou, if the World had not found it's Ac- 
count in't: Neither does Nature act at 
Random, or order any thing which is not 


| ſuitable to thoſe Beings under her Govern- 


J be You have two reaſons therefore 
to be contented with your Condition: 
Firtt, becauſe you were Born, and ſingled 
out fort: Twas affign'd you from the be- 
ginning by the higheſt and moſt antient 


Cauſes. Secondly, Tis for the Intereſt of 


him that governs the World; It perfects 
his Nature in ſome Meaſure, and conti- 
nues his Happineſs: For it holds inCarſes, 


Fou lop off any part of the Continuity 
and Connexion, you Maim the Whole. 
Nov if you are diſpleas d with your Cir- 
; cumſtances, you diſmember Nature, and 
pull the World in pieces, as mucli as lics 


CJ IX. Be 


* A gross 
Error of 


theSoickss 
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IX. Be not uneaſy, difcourag'd, or ou 
of Humour, becauſe Practice falls ſhort of 
Precept in ſome particulars. If you hap. 
pen to be beaten off your Reaſon, come 
on again; and let your Fancy ſtrike in at 
your ſecond Trial; and dont go like 2 
School Boy to his Maſter, with an Ill-will, 
No, you muſt apply to Philoſophy with 
Inclination, as thoſe who have Sore Eye 
make uſe of a good Receipt. And when 
you are thus diſpos'd, you eaſily acqui- 
eſce, and be govern'd by Reaſon : And 
Here you are to remember, that Philoſo- 
phy or true Wiſdom will put you upon 
nothing but what your Nature wiſhes and 

calls for: And can you be ſo unreaſonabl: 
as to croſs the inclinations of your Nature? 
Is not her Fancy the moſt agreeable of any 
Thing? And does not Pleaſure often de- 
ceive us under this pretence? Now think 2 
little, and tell me what is there more dc- 
lightful than downright Honeſty and Re- 
ligion, than Generoſity and Greatneſs ot 
* The Sto- Mind? And once more, what can be more 
65 mx- entertaining than Prudence ? than to b. 
ee 415, furniſh'd with that Underſtanding which 
can never keeps a Man from making a falſe Step, and 
7" helps him to Good Fortune in all his Bu- 
his Circam nels 2 * TY 
e , L. Things are ſo much perplex'd, and 
via, in the dark, that ſeveral conſiderable Phi- 
7 5 . dee 
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$ oſophers look'd upon them as altogether 


em. 


o unintelligible, and that there was no cer- * of this 
1 £ 


p. ain Teſt for the diſcovery of Truth, Even Opinion © BP 
the Stoicks agree, that Nature and Certain- rs, 3 — 
s is very hard to come at; that our Un- the New | 
flerſtandings are always liable to Error, ; 


and that Infallibility is meer Vanity and 
th Pretence. However, Our Ignorance is not 
ſo great, but that we may diſcover how 


2 _ tranſitory, and inſignificant all things are; 
i. That thoſe we commonly call the beſt Cir- 
me umſtances, are ſometimes in the worſt 
5 ands ; and that tis poſſible for Thieves, 
n WV hores, and Catamites to run away with 
1 MY he World ; and who then would care 
e hree pence for't ? Farther, Conſider the 
„ FTemper of thole you converſe with, and 
„„ vou! find the Beft will hardly do; not to 
l mention, that a Mau has work enough to 
„ make himſelf tolerable to himſelf. And 
2 'fince we have nothing but Darkneſs, and 


Dirt to graſp at, ſince Time and Matter, 
Motion and Mortals, are always Rolling, 

and running out of themſelves; for theſe 
7 reaſons I ſay, I can't imagine what there 
is here worth the minding. On the other 
1. hand, a Man ought to keep up his Spirits, 
. for twill not be long before his Diſcharge 

comes: In the mean time, his point is to 

be eaſy, and ſatisfy himſelf with theſe 
two Conſiderations; the one is, that no- 


1 1 thing 
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See Sect. 


thing will befall me, but what is for the 


Intereſt of the Univerſe The other, 
that no body can command my Practice, 


or force me to act againſt my own Judg- 


ment. 


XI. What uſe do I put my Soul to, or 
what Hand do I make of my Reaſon? Tis 
a ſerviceable queſtion this, and ſhould fre- 

uently be put to ones ſelf? I ſay, how 
* my ſoveraign Part ſtand affected? 
And what's the Furniture and Complexi- 
on of my Mind ? Is there nothing of the 
Boy or the Beaſt in't? Nothing that's ei- 
ther Tyrannical, or Effeminate ? 

XII. What ſort of good Things thoſe 
are, which are commonly ſo reckon d, you 


may learn from hence: For the purpoſe, . 


if you reflect upon thoſe Qualities which 
are intrinſically valuable, ſuch as Prudence, 
Juſtice, Temperance and Fortitude, you 
won't find a Jeſt upon them apt toReliſh, 
and make Sport : Whereas upon the ad- 
vantages of Fortune and Common Eſtima- 


tion, a piece of Raillery will paſs well e- 


nough. Thus we ſee the generality are 
ſtruck with the diſtinction, otherwiſe they 
would not diſlike the Liberty in one Caſe, 
and allow it in the other. The Felicities 
of Riches, Luxury, and Ambition, are all 
within the privilege of Buffoons, and li- 
able to the Laſh of the Stage: Now what 
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ſignificancy can there be in theſe things, 
when a Poets Jeſt will take Place upon 
hem? And that comical Droll may be 
patly applied to the Owner; He 7s fo 
ufd, fays the Play, with Wealth and Fi- 
wery, that he has no room for his Cloſe Stool. 
XIII. My Being conſiſts of Mater and 
Form, that is, of Soul and Body; Anni 
Bilation will reach neither of them; For 
as they were never produced out of No- 
hing, ſo they will always remain Some- 
ging The conſequence is, that eve 
part of me will ſerve to make ſomethin 
in the World ; and thus T ſhall be toſs d 
from one Figure to another, through an 
infinite ſucceſſion of Change. And what 
wonder of all this? This conſtant method 
of alteration gave me my Being, and my 
Father before me, and fo on to Eternity 
backward : For I think I may ſpeak thus, 
though the World is confin'd within a cer- 


tain determinate period. * See Book 
XIV. Reaſon needs no foreign Aſſi- 10” 


ſtance, but is ſufficient for its own pur- Sed. 1. 
poles. This Faculty moves within it ſelf, 
and makes directly for the Point in view. 
For to take the matter rightly, Honeſty is 
always the neareſt way to ſucceſs. 
> XV. Thoſethings don't belong to a Man, 
| which don't belong to him as a Man, or 
under the definition of his Species, This 
8 | Notion 


— — 
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Notion may be applyed to all External 
Advantages. For Theſe are not included 
in the Idea; They are not required of us 


as Men; Humane Nature does not pro- 


miſe them, neither is ſhe perfected by 
them: From whence it follows that They 


can neither conſtitute the Chief End of 


Man, nor ſtrictly contribute towards it. 
Farther, if theſe Things were any real 


Additions, how comes the Contempt of 


them, and the being eaſy without them, 
to be ſo great a Commendation ? To balk 


an Advantage would be Folly, for one 


can't have too much of that which is 
Good. But the Caſe ſtands otherwiſe ; For 
we know that Self-Denial, and Indiffe- 
rence about theſe Things is the Character 
of a Good Man, and goes tor a Mark of 
true Greatneſs. 

XVI. Your Manners will depend very 
much upon the Quality of what you fre- 
quently think on; For the Soul is as it 
were Tinged with the Colour, and Com- 
plexion of Thought. Be ſure therefore to 
work in ſuch Maxims as theſe. A Man 
may live as he ſhould do, and Behave 
Himſelf well in all Places, By conſequence, 
a Life of Virtue, and that of a Courtier are 
not inconſiſtent. Again: That which a 
Thing is made for, tis made to Act for; 
and that which tis made to Act for, tis 

| natu- 


naturally carried To; And in the due pur- 
0 ſuit of this Tendency the End of the A- 
gent confiſts. Now where the End of a 
Thing is, there the Advantage and Im- 
provement of it is certainly lodg d. From 
hence the Inference will be, that the Ha 
po—ineſs of Mankind lies in Society, and Cor- 
reſpondence: ſince that we were made 
for this purpoſe, I have prov'd already. 
For is it not plain that the lower Order * $ee Book 
of Beings are made for their Better, and 2 S*&.. 
the higher for the Service of each other? 
Now as Life is preferable to bare Exiſtence, 
* ſo amongſt all Living Creatures, the Ra- 
2 tional are the beſt Quality. 
3 XVIL. To expect an Impoſſibility is 
Diſtraction; Now tis impoſfible for Ill 
Men not to follow their Biaſs, and ſhow 
: their Temper in ſome Inſtance or other. 
* XVIII. There's nothing happens to a- 
ny Perſon but what is in his Power to go 
through with: ſome People have had ve- 
ry ſevere Tryals, and yet either by having 
lueſs Underſtanding, or more Pride than 
ordinary, have charged bravely through 
the Misfortune, and come off without a 
> Scratch; Now tis a ſcandalous Indecency, 
do let Ignorance, and Vanity do more with 
us, than Prudence and Principle. 
Wo. XIX. Die Thoughts, not Things which 
take hold of the Soul. Outward Objects 
can t 
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can't force their Paſſage into the Mind, 
nor ſet any of its Wheels a going. No, 
The Impreffion comes from her ſelf, and 
tis her Notions which affect Her. As for 
the contingencies of Fortune, they are ei. 
ther Great or Little, according to the O- 
pinion ſhe has of her own Strength. 

XX. When we conſider we are bound 
to be ſerviceable to Mankind, and bear 
with their Faults, we ſhall perceive there's 
a common Tye of Nature, and Relation 
between us. But when we ſee People grow 
tronbleſome and diſturb us in our Buſi- 
neſs, Here we are to look upon Men as 
Trdifferent ſort of Things, neither Good, 


nor Bad to us, but according to our Man- 


agement. Tis true like a Croſs Wind 
They may hinder Me in the Executing 
Part, but all this while my Inclinations 
ſtand Firm, and the reſerve of a Good 
Meaning is ſecured to me. Being rightly 
Diſpos'd, I can paſs on to the Exerciſe 
of another Virtue 5 And thus tis proba- 
ble I may gain by the Oppoſition, and 
turn the Difappointment to an Advan- 
tage. | 
XXI. Among all Things in the Univerſe, 
direct your Worſhip to the Greateſt : 
And which is that? Tis that Being which 
Manages, and Governs all the Reſt. And 


as you worſhip the beſt Thing in Nature, 


ſo 
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6 o you are to pay a proportionable Regard 


which diſpoſes 
Fortune. 


Proud, or Uneaſy? 
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to the beſt Thing in your Self- You] 
now it by its Relation to the Deity. 
T he Quality of its Functions will diſcover 
t. Tis the Reiguing Power within you, 

your Actions, and your 


XXII. That which does not Damnify | 

the City, * or Body Politick, can't pro- oy the 
rly ſpeaking damnify any Perſon that Emperor 

=. to it. Therefore when you think mean the 


you are ill uſed, let this Reflection be which! — 


pour Remedy, and ſay thus to your ſelf; be ob- 


If the Community is not the worſe for t. e fl. 


geither am I. But if the Community is vantages 

Injured, your Buſineſs is to ſhew the Per- e Con 
fon concern'd his Fault, but not to groß, 
Paſſionate about it. 


XXIII. Reflect frequently upon the In- 


. ſtability of Things, and how very faſt the 


Scenes of Nature are ſhifted. Matter is in 


à perpetual Flux; Change is always, and 


every where at work, it ſtrikes through 
Canſes, and EffeFs, and leaves nothing 
fixt, and Permanent. And then how ve- 
ry near the two vaſt Gulphs of Time, the 
Paſt, and the Future, ſtand together 
Now upon the Whole, is not that Man a 
Blockhead that thinks theſe Momentary 
Things, big enough either to make him 


XXIV. 


Marcus AnToNninuss 


XXIV. Remember what an Atome your 
Perſon ſtands for in reſpect of the Un:verſe, 
what a Minute of unmeaſurable Time 
comes to your ſhare, and what a ſmal 
Concern you are in the Empire of Fate 

XXV. A Man misbehaves himſelf to- 
wards Me; what's that to me ? The Ac: 
tion is his, and the Will that ſet him up- 

1 on't is His, and therefore let him look 

14 tot. As for me, I am in the Condition 

(| Providence would have me, and am doing 

| what becomes me. 

[i ' - XXVL. Whether the Motions of your 
| Body areRugged, or Agreeable, don't let 

| your Reaſon be concerned with them; 
| confine the Impreſſions to their Reſpective 

[| Quarters, and let your Mind keep her di- 

1 ſtance, and not run in. Tis true, That 

which reſults from the Laws of the Dai 
| on from the force of Sympathy, or Con- 

4 ſtitution, muſt be Felt, for Nature will 

have its Courſe; But tho the Senſat ion 

4 can't be ſtop'd, it muſt not be over-rated, 

4 nor ſtrain d to the Quality, of Good, 01 

#1 Evil. | 

a XXVII. We ought to converſe with the 

4 Gods, and live the Life that they do: 

* This is done by being contented with the 

Appointments of Providence, and by obey- 

ing the Orders of that Genius, which is 
both the Deputy, and the Offspring of 
| Jupiter: 
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Jupiter: Now this Divine Authority is 
meither more, nor leſs, than that Soul and 


eaſon, which every Man carries about 


Him. 


XXVIII. Are you angry at a Rank Smell, 


or an ill ſcented Breath? Why if a Man's 


Lungs, or Stomach, are ulcerated, or his 
*Afm-pits out of Order, how can he help 
it. But you'l ſay, the caſe is not paralel, 
between an ill Action, and an ill Breath; 


the one is Choice, and the other Neceſſity. 


6 


Well, If you think Mankind ſo full of 


eaſon, pray make uſe of your own: Ar- 
gue the Caſe with the Faulty Perſon, and 
ow him his Error: If your Advice pre- 
wails, he is what you would have him; and 
then there is no need of being angry: And 
Aaſtly, Don't miſmanage either by your 
Haughtineſs, or Servility. 

XXIX. You may live zow if you pleaſe, 


às you would chuſe to do if you were near 


dying: But ſuppoſe People wont let you; 


Why then give Life the Slip*, but by no * A Sti- 
means make a Misfortune on't. If the 
Room ſmoaks I leave it, and there's an &jon. 
gend, for why ſhould one be concern'd at 
the matter? However, if nothing of this 
kind drives me out, Ile fray, behave my 
elf like a Man of Spirit, and do what ! 
have a mind to; but then Vie have a mind 


to nothing but what I am led to by Rea- 


0 fon and publick Intereſt. "REL, 


My 


Ac 
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: | XXX. God, or the Soul of the Univerſe 3 
4 is of a ſociable Diſpoſition : For this rea. 
8 {on he has made the coarſer Part of the 

* Creation, for the ſake of the Finer. And 

as for thoſe Beings of the higher Rank 

„ he has engaged them to each other by 

it Inclination.You ſee how admirably Things 

ii are ranged, and ſorted, according to the 

iq Dignity of their Kind ; and cemented to- 

„ gether by Nature, and Benevolence 

* XXXI. Recollect how you have behav'! 

ih your ſelf all along, towards the Gods, 

| your Parents, Brothers, Wife and Chil- 

i dren; towards your Inſtructors, Go- 

vernors, Friends, Acquaintance and Ser- 

| vants: Whether you have not done, 

| or ſaid ſomething unbecoming to ſom: 

| of them. Recolle& how much buſineſ; 

you have been engag'd in, and how 

| well you have gone through it : That 

| now your Task is done, and the Hi- 

{tory of your Life finiſh'd. Remember 

likewiſe, how much Bravery you can 

4 make out, how much of Pleaſure, and 5 
i Pain, and Grandeur, you have deſpis'd ; 
and how often you have done Good a- 
gainſt Evil. 

5 XXXII. Why ſhould Skill and Know- 
" ledge be diſturb'd at the Cenſures of Ig- 
> norance ? But you'l ſay, who are theſe 
1 Knowing, and Skilful People? Why thoſe 
"ll ; now 


— . 
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ho are acquainted with the Original 


Cauſe, and end of all Things, with that 


Neaſon that Pervades the Maſs of Matter, 
R cnews the World at certain Periods, and 
Poverns it through all the * of 


XXXIII. You'l quickly be reduced to 
Aſhes and Skeleton; And it may be you 
may have a Name left you, and it may be 
not: And what's a Name ? Nothing but 
Sound, and Syllable. And then for thoſe 
Things which are ſo much valued in the 
World, they are miſerably empty, and 


Iſignificant. The Prize is ſo mean, that 
makes the ſcuffle about them Ridiculous. 


puts one in mind of a parcel of Puppies 
Marling for a Bone; And the conteſts of 
ttc Children ſometimes tranſported, and 
metimes all in Tears about a Play-Thire. 
Ind as for Modeſty and Good Faith, 
Pruth and Juſtice z they have left this 
wicked World , and retired to Heaven : 
And now what is it that can keep you 


Here. For if theObjeFs of Sence are float- 


Ing , and changable , and the Organs 
Wiſty, and apt to be impos'd on: If the 
Mul is but a Vapour drawn off the Blood, 
Wd the Applauſe of little Mortals inſigni- 
ant; Ifthecaſe ſtands thus, what is it 
Pu ay for? Why! am refolved to have 


Wticnce, till I am either Extinoviſh'd, or 
C3 Remo d. 
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* lato a Neno. And till that time comes. 


State of fe- 
Peration. 


what is to be done? The anſwer is 
eaſie: To worſhip the Gods, and ſpeak 
honourably of them; to be beneficial to 


Mankind; to bear with their Faults, and 


let their property alone. And laſtly, to 
remember, that whatever lies without the 


compaſs of your Perſon , is nothing of 


yours, nor in your power. 

XXXIV. You may be always ſucceſsful 
if you do but ſet out well, and let your 
Thoughts and Practice proceed upon 


Grounds and Method. There are two pro- 


perties and priviledges common to God, 
and all Rational Beings ; The one is, not 
to be hindred by any thing Foreign; 
The other, to make Virtue their ſuprean 
ſatisfaction, and not ſo muchi as to delſir: 
any thing farther. 

XXXV. If this Accident is no fault of 
mine, nor a conſequence of it; And be- 
ſides if the Community is ne er the work 
for't, why am I concern'd > Now which 


"By the Way the Community may be damnified, 
Conmuni- ſha]l diſcourſe afterwards. * 

che Work XXXVI. Don't ſuffer a ſuddain Impreſ 
* SeeBook ſion to overbear your Judgment. Le 


e. Sekt. zs. thoſe that want your Aſſiſtance have it, 


as far as the Caſe requires. But if For 
tune as they call it, lies hard upon them, 
don't you conclude npon any real Damage. 

fol 


For there's no ſuch thing. However up- 
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'S the ſcore of Tenderneſs, and Humani- 
ty, you may condeſcend to their Weak- 


Þeſs, and Treat them a little in thir own 


Fay. But then you muſt remember to 
keep your Notion true, and not ſuffer your 
Compaſſion, torun away with your Rea- 
fon : Thus when you are Haranguing in 
the Roſtra and courting the Populace ; 


" APu'pir 


in one of 


When you are thus buſie, I ſay a little of this theSquares 


your ſelf would not be amiſs. Heark you 
Tiend, have you forgot that this Glitter 


& ant it, but for all that tis extreamly va- 
eople are Fools, muſt you be ſo too ? Ton 
#:ded you have the wit to chuſe your Fortune 


Bundſomly e Now if you dc farther, I muſt 
gell jou if your Manners be good, your For- 


"tune can never be bad. For in a word, Hap- 


' 6h lies all in the Functions of Reaſon, 


warrantable Deſires, and regular Pra- 
Kice 


BOOK VI. 


As Matrer is all of it plyable, and ob- 


\ ſequious, ſo that Sovereign Reaſon 
bich gives Laws to it, has neither Mo- 
G » tive 


yay be a happy Fellow in any Ground, pro- 


at Rome, 
where the 
great Men 


5 , , . u ſe ro 
Honour, is but Tinſel and Pageantry : Ink. — 
. Ches ro 
Bed. Tis mighty well! And becauſe other carry E- 


eons, 
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tive nor Inclination, to bring an Evil up- 
on any thing. This great Being is no 
way Unfriendly or Hoſtile in his Na. 


but hurts nothing. 

II. Do but your Duty, and don't troy. 
ble your ſelf about your Condition: I. 
you behave your ſelf well ; ne're mind 
whether tis in the Cold, or by a good 
Fire, whether you arc od „ Ot 
ſatisfied with Sleep, whether you have 1 
Good word, or a Bad one ; whether you 
are in Health, or Dying ; For this laſt 
muſt be done ar one time or other. 'Tis 
part of the Buſineſs of Life to looſe it 
handſomly. Upon the whole; It we do 
but manage the Preſent to Advantage, 
that's enough. 

III. Look throughly into Matters, and 
tet not the Diſtinction, or intrinſick Va- 
; lue of any thing eſcape you. 

_ IV. The preſent appearance of Things 
phers held Will quickly undergoe a Change; and 
al Aarter be either exhaled into Common Matter, 
bam and Or diſperſed into their reſpective Ele 
others ments, * 


maintain'd . . f | x 
ha LE V. That Intelligent Being that Govern 


Four Ele- the Univerſe, has perfect Views of every 
neuere Thing; His Knowledge penetrates the 
utin&,8& = | 

0:igina) quality of Matter, and ſees through all 
Principles the conſequences of his own Operations 


i die,, VI The. | 


ture, He Forms and Governs all things, . 


a. * 
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VI. The beſt way of Revenge, is not 


p o imitate the Injury. 


VII. Be always doing ſomething ſer- 
Siccable to Mankind, and let this conſtant 


Peneroſity be your only Pleaſure z not 


Forgetting in the mean time, a due Refer- 
Ence and Regard to the Deity. 

VIII. Tis the governing part of the 
Mind, which awakens Thought, and al- 
ters the Quality of it ; which gives what 
Air ſhe pleaſes to her own Likeneſs, and 
© all the Accidents and Circumſtances 
Fithout her. 

X. The particular Effects in the World, 
Wc all wrought by one Intelligent Nature. 


his Univerſal Cauſe, has no Foreign 
Aſſſtant, no interloping Principle, either 


it hout his Juriſdliction, or within it. 
KX. For Argument ſake let's uſe a Diſ- 
gunction ; The World then is either nothing 
hut a Rencounter of Atome c, a heap of Con- 
nion, and a hurry of Chance or elſe'tis the 
AHfect of Deſign, and under the Laws of 
Yrder, and Providence : If the firſt, what 


Mould I ſtay for, where Nature is in ſuch 


3 Hotchpotch, and Things are ſo blind- 
FF jumbled together? Why don't I rather 


Wake it my Choice to diſengage, and re- 
urn to the Element of Earth * as ſoon as 
hay be? Why ſhould I give my ſelf any 


Frouble ? Let me do what I will, my Co7- 


8 3 [frtntion 


An li- 
pretfton af 
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ſtitution muſt be Broken, and my Atom. 


all Dicbanded ina little time. But if then 
is a Providence, and the latter part of th: i 


Disjunction holds good, then I Adore th 
Great Governour of the World, and an 
eaſie in the proſpect of Protection. 

XI. When you happen to be ruffle! 
a little, and thrown off your Temper b 
any croſs Accident, retire immediate) 


into your Reaſon ; And don't move on # 
of Rule any longer than needs muſt : fo 


the ſooner you recover a Falſe Step, th 
more you will be Maſter of your Prz 
ctice. 

XII. Put the caſe, you had a Mothe: 
in Law, and a Mother at the ſame time, th 
you would pay a regard to the Firſt, you 
Converſe I conceive would be moſtly wit 


the Latter. Let the Court and Philoſoph, 


repreſent theſe two Relations to you: 
apply frequently to this laſt, and ſet u 


your ſtand with her. For tis a Life 


Virtue, and Philoſophy , which mak 


you, and your Conrtiers, tolerable to eac 3 


other. 

XIII. To check the pleaſure of Luxury, 
we ſhould in our Fancy at Jeaſt, take # 
way the Garniſhing of the Diſhes, the valu: 
the Cook ſets upon them, and give then 
Names leſs tempting then ordinary. For th: 
purpoſe, we may ſay, this is but the Carkab 
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— Mofa Fiſh, this Fowl has no more Life in't 
then 1 ſhall have when I am Buried; and 
th. Ft other is no better then a Piece of a 
th Dead Hog. And then for this Bottle of 
Falerno, what is it but a little Moiſture * 


mig 
. 


= ſqueaz d out of the Tumour ofa Grape? en 
a, And to mortifie the Vanity of Fine Cloths, "which 
by and prevent your Purple, from growing richeft 
te to big for you, conſider that tis nothing Wines i 
ow but Sheeps Hair twiſted togethether, and þ,;.,, 
o ſtain d in the Gore of a little Shell-Fiſh. was to 
+ And if we were to proceed to ſome other cnnch 290 
ſatisfactions of Sence , we ſhould find — 
* f 4 A 
them but courſe in their Cauſes, and Con- ereus 
* 1 ſtitution; And as theſe Notions ſtrike N 
16 through the Sſirface, preſs into the heart 5 the 
or of Things, and ſhew them intheir Natu- EE. 
ral Colours; fo we ſhould carry them on, 
* and apply them to all the Pageantry of 
1 Life. And where things appear moſt 
* Plauſible, and Pretending, be ſure to 
4.4 bring them to the Teſt, and look within 
ws 8 them. And when the Paint is thus pulFd 


_— of, the Courſneſs of them will eaſily be 
2X diſcovered. Without this Care, Figure 
and Appearance are great Cheats; And 


- 4 when you think your Fancy is beſt em- 
u ploy d, you! be moſt F ooled : Even Vir- 
Fat tue it ſelf is ſometimes Counterfeited, 
ine and Gravity is nothing elſe but Grimace. 
ve Thus Crates diſcovered Xenocrates's Philo- 
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ſophy to be only skin deep; great De- 
mureneſs without, and no leſs Vanity 
within. | ö 
XIV. The Inclination of the generality, 
may be reduced to theſe Heads, ſome Peo- 
ple are little enough to be ſmitten with 
things in the ſtate of bare Exiſtence, or 
Vegetation; As with Wood, Stones, Fruit, 
and ſuch like. Others who are ſomewhat 
more tolerable in their Fancy, muſt have 
Life to Charm them; And theſe, it may 
be are mighty in love with their Flocks 
and Herds. A Third ſort, better furniſh'd 
than the former, admire nothing beneath 
Humane Nature; But then they don't 
As in take in the whole Kind, but tis either the 
Slaves Skill, Parts, or Property * of ſome parti- 
long to culars which Aﬀect them. But he that 
their Ma: values a Rational Creature without Limi- 
ers. 
the Dotages above mentioned : But makes 
it his chief buſineſs to look at Home, to 
keep Reaſon and Good Nature ſtirring, 
and to aſſiſt all Mankind in the publick 
Intereſt. 

XV. Some Things are preſſing for Birth, 
anb Being, and others are poſting off, and 
that which was entire juſt now, is part of 
it ſpent already. The World is renew'd 
by this Change and Rolling, no leſs than 
Time is by a perpetual Succeſſion, Now 


who 


tation, or Partiality, runs into none of 


8 
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gyrho wou'd Dote npon Things hurryed 
own the Stream thus faſt, and which tis 
*Impoſlible to take hold on? Such a Paſſion 


is much like falling in Love with a Spar- 


row flying over your head, you have as 
At were but one glimps of her, and ſhe is 
out of ſight. To go on; Life is but a ſort 


of Exhalation of the Blood, and a little 
Air ſuck d into the Lungs. Now to re- 


turn your Breath for the ſupport of 


Life, and expire your laſt, when you 
Joſe it, is much what the ſame Action. 

VI. Neither the perſpiration of Plants, 
Mor the Breath of Animals, nor the Im- 
Ppreſſions of Senſation, nor the Poppet-mo- 


Inſtinct of crowding into Herds, together 


of Evacuation. What then is it that you 
count worth your Eſtcem 2 Huzza's and 
Acclamations ? Not at all. Why then you 
muſt not value Harangues and Panegyrick, 


for this is but a Mannerly ſort of bawling 


about a Man. Well: I find Fame and Glo- 
ry won't tempt you, what then is there 
behind worth the having? To govern 
vour Motions, and make uſe of your Be- 
ing according to the Intentions of Nature; 
This is the deſign of Arts and Improve- 


* \ ment. 
FE 4 


tions of Paſſions, are priviledges of any · x... 
Ercat value. To which we may add the they do as 


with the Functions of Nutrition; This upon 
Jatter being not unlike a ſeparating kind Wies. 


—_—__C_—_ 
—_— 


— — 


— . 


Marcus AnToNninus's 


— . 


ment, in other caſes; every Artificer, 
and Profeſſion, endeavouring to make 
the Thing fit, to anſwer the end for 
which 1t wasintended. This for inſtance 
is the Deſign of Vine-dreſſers, thoſe that 
manage Horſes, and make Dogs; Their 
buſineſs is to make the moſt of things, 
and drive them upto the top of their Kind, 
And what other view has Learning and E. 


ducation, but to improve the Faculties, 


and ſet them the right way at work ? Tis 
agreed then the main point lies here: 
compaſs but this, and let the World Rub: 
what 2 Muſt your Inclinations always run 
Riot, and will yon never keep them true 
to one thing ? Muſt you be ſtill hanker- 
ing after this Fancy and tother 2 Why 
then let me tell you, you'l always be a 
Slave, always in Wants, and Diſquiet, 
This Temper will let looſe abundance of 
uneaſy Paſſions upon you: "Twill make 


you grow envious, full of Jealouſie, and 


Suſpition, and apt to overreach Thoſe 
who are poſſeſſed of ſomething you have 
a mind to. And when ſtrong deſires are 
unſatisfied, you find your ſelf mightily 
diſturb'd. And this will make you mur- 
mur, and grow mutinous againſt the Gods. 
But if you come once to pay a due Regard 
to your Reaſon; you'l be pleas d with 
your ſelf, ſerviceable to Society, and Com- 

plyant 
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plyant with the Gods; That is you't be 


entirely ſatisfied with their Adminiſtra- 
tion. 


XVII. The Elements either preſs up- 


8 wards, or tumble downwards, or elſe run 
round in a Circle: But Virtue has none 


of theſe Motions; ſhe is of a nobler Kind: 


Her Progreſs in Regular Thoughts, is 


_ ſomewhat unintelligible, but always proſ- 


perous. : 

XVIII. What a ſtrange Humour there 
is amongſt ſome People? They don't care 
to afford a Good Word to their Contem- 


| 7 poraries, and yet are very deſirous of be- 
ing prais d by Poſterity: That is by thoſe 
they never ſaw, nor ever will have the 


leaſt acquaintance with: Now this is al- 
moſt ſuch a Freak, as it would be to be 
diſturbed becauſe you were not Commen- 
ded by the Generations that lived before 
you. | 

XIX. Becauſe you find a Thing very 
difficult, don't preſently conclude that no 
Man can maſter it. But whatever you ob- 
ſerve proper, and practicable by Another, 
believe likewiſe within your own Power. 

XX. If an 3 in the Circus tears 
our Fleſh with his Nails, or Tilts againſt 
us with his Head; we don't uſe to cry 
out Foul-play, ,nor be offended at the 
Rough Uſage, nor ſuſpect him afterwards 
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as a dangerous Perſon in Converſation, | 

Tis true, when we are at the Exerciſe, we 
Guard, and Paree; But all this is done 
without raiſing ill Blood, or looking up- 
on the Man as an Enemy. Let us act at 
this rate in the other Inſtances of Life: 
When we receive a Blow, let us not think 
our ſelves in a Battle, but at a Tryal 
of Skill. We may Fence as I ſaid before, 
and manage the Conteſt with Caution, 
but not with Malice, and III Will. 

XXI. If any one can convince me of an 
Error, I ſhall be very glad to change my 
Opinion, for Truth is my Buſineſs ; and 
right Information hurts no body. No: 
He that continues in Ignorance and Mi- 
ſtake, tis He that receives the Miſchief. 

XXII. III do my Duty, that's enough. 
As for other Things I ſhall ne'er be di- 
{turb'd about them. For if they happen to 
come croſs, Tis but conſidering that They 
are either without Life, or without Reaſon, 
nd without Judgment, and thus I can eaſi- 

ly paſs them over. 

XXIII. As for Brute-Animals, and 
Things undignified with Reaſon, uſe them 
Freely, and Boldly, as being of a ſuperi- 
or Order your ſelf. But Treat Men like Be- 
ings of your own kind, and Members of the 
ſame Society. And in all your Affairs in- 
voke the Gods for their Aſſiſtance. 5 

ar 
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for the time you are to continue this Re- 
gularity; ne er trouble your ſelf whether 


tis long or ſhort. For three Hours of Life 


thus well ſpent, will do your Buſineſs. 
XXIV. Alexander the Great and his 

Groom, when dead, were both upon the 

ſame Level : And run the ſame Fortune 


Jof being either ſcattered into Atomes, or 


abſorb'd in the Soul of the Oniverſe. 


XXV. What abundance of Motions See Boole 


there are in the Body, what abundance of. 


Thoughts and Sexſations in the Mind at 


the ſame time? What a vaſt number of 
Operations are performed, and how much 
2 Buſineſs is Diſpatch'd within us in a ſingle 


Moment? He that conſiders this, won't 


7 wonder ſo much that infinitely more pro- 
ductions ſhould ſtart dut together in the 
Univerſe: Or that the Soul of the World 


{ſhould by once exerting Himſelf look 
over, Actuate, and govern the whole Maſs 
of Matter. 

XXVI. Suppoſe you were asked to ſpell 
Antoninus's Name, would you Hollow 
every Letter in the Company's Ears? Or 
would you return their Paſhon, if they 
were Angry ? I conceive you would ra- 
ther go mildly to work, and give them 
the Letters and Syllables as they ſtand, 
without Noiſe. Apply this to greater In- 
ſtances, and remember that all Duties in 
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Morality, have ſuch a determinate Num- 


ber of Parts and Circumſtances to render 


them compleat; Theſe muſt be all taken 
care of, and perform'd in order; But then 
it muſt be done ſmoothly, without grow- 
ing Hot upon meeting with Peeviſhnel; 
and Provocation. 

XXVII. Tis a fort of Cruelt 
People's Fancies, and not give them leave 
to purſue what they reckon their Inte- 


Teſt. And with this you are chargable in 


ſome Meaſure your ſelf, when you are 
angry with thoſe that do amiſs. Why 
ſo > Becauſe they imagine they are carry- 
ing on their own Intereſt and Conveni- 
ence. But that you'l ſay is their Miſtake. 1 
grant it; But then tis your part to lead 
them out on't, and td ſhew them their 
Error, without Paſſion; and Reſentment. 
XXVIII. What is Death? Tis areſting 
from Senſation, and Deſire. A ſtop upon 
the Rambling of Thought, and a Releaſe 

from the drudgery about your Carcaſs. 
XXIX. Keep up your Spirits for Buſi- 
neſs as long as your Conſtitution laſts; for 
it would be aſhame if your Mind ſhould 

Faulter, and Give In, before your Body. 
XXX. Have a care yon han't too much 
of an Emperour in you, and that you 
don't fall into the Liberties and Pride of 
your Predeceſſors? Theſe Humours are 
ea- 


_ 


to balk | 
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E2Gly learn'd, therefore guard againſt the 
7 | Infection. Be Candid, Sincere, and Mo- 
Hcſtly Grave. Let Juſtice and Piety have 
their Share in your Character; Let your 


emper be remarkable for Mildneſs, and 
oodnature, and be always enterprizing 


and vigorous in your Buſineſs. And in 


ort ſtrive to be juſt ſuch a Man as Vir- 


| tue and Philoſophy would make you? 


orſhip the Gods, and Protect Mankind. 
his Life 1s ſhort, and all the Advantage 


I ou can get by it, is the Opportunties you 


have of Adoring Thoſe Above, and doing * The 


his Good Conduct, in the Equality, 


Oood to Thoſe Below you. Do every $94. 
thing like a Diſciple of Aztorirus, Þ Imi- + Author 


tate him in the Vigour and Conſtancy of mea, the 


Emperour 
Antoninus 


sweetneſs and Piety of his Temper, the P.. 


Serenity of his Aſpect, the Modeſty and 
Unpretendingneſs of his Behaviour, and 
the generons Ambition he had to be per- 
fectly Maſter of his Buſineſs. Farther : 
3 Twas his Way, to diſmiſs nothing till 
he had look'd through it, and view'd it 
Jon all fides: to bear unreaſonable Re- 
monſtrances without making a return; 
never to be in a Hurry: To be backward 
in giving encouragement to Enformers : 
He was a great Judge of Men and Man- 
ners: Bnt of no Satyrical and Repri- 


Was 


Adoptive 
Father. 


manding Humour: Not at all apt to be 


Frighte 
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Frighted, or Surpriz d: Not too fuſpici. 
ous, nor in the leaſt over-run with Imper- 
tinence, and Conceit : Expence and Fi. Wy inc 
gure was none of his Fancy; As one might Witt! 
eaſily perceive, by his Palace, his Furni- Wand 
ture, his Habit, his Eating, and his At-. 
tendance. Lenity was his Humour, and Her C 
Fatiguing his Delight. He was ſo Tem- 
porate in his Diet, that he was able to ſit F 
at the Council Board till Night, without ent; 
withdrawing into another Room; For the m 
| Neceſſities of Nature never return d upon 
gh him till their uſual time. He was firm in 
400 his Friendſhip, and ſteady and agreeable 
it in the Manner of ſhowing it. He gave 
1 his Courtiers all the Freedom Imaginable 
to contradict him; And was pleaſed with 
the Propoſal of a better Expedient than 
his own. To conclude he was a Religious 
Prince, but on this fide Superſtition, pray 
imitate theſe good Qualities of his, that er 
you may have the Satisfaction of them at 2 
your laſt Hour. | ab 
XXXI. Rouſe and recolle& your ſelf : * 
and you'l perceive your Trouble lay only 
* Th-Em in a Scene of Imagination: And when 
eas , You are well awaken, Turn the Tables, 
have made and carry the Contemplation through Life; 
omg" And then the World in a Dream, and the 
2 trouble. Wold out ont, will appear much what 
ſoms the ſame-thing. 


Dream. | XX XI 
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Mev 
S XXXII. My Perſon conſiſts of Soul and 
. Wody : To this latter all things are Moral- 
Dy indifferent; the Body being in no con- 
Mition to make a diſtinction of this kind. 
And as to my Mind, there's nothing can 
affect her in the quality of Good or Evil, 
er own Actions excepted; Now theſe are 
ll within her Power: And of all her 
Actions ſhe is only concern d with thepre- 
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-wY 


it ent; For what's paſt or to come, ſignifies 

e s much as nothing, and falls under no 
1 Moral Character. | A kind of ; 
n XXXIII. As long as the Hands and Paradox. : 
©: Peet do the work they were made for, | 
c Whey move naturally, and witheaſe: Thus | 


e While a Man performs the Functions of his 
h Ppecies, and keeps true to his Condition, he 
1 Wcels no more weight than what Nature 
Jays upon him. Now that which is not 
Peſide the Intentions of Nature, can ne- 
Per be a real misfortune. 
t . XXXIV. What abundance of ſenſual 
Watisfaction have Thieves, Catamites, Par- 
Ficides , and Uſurpers been poſſeſſed of? 


y | 1 Ve may gueſs at the quality of Pleaſure, 
n y its falling to the ſhare of ſuch Wretch- 
;, sas theſe. Þ: 
; XXXV. Don't you obſerve among your 
„ Wrtificers, tho? they bear the Contradicti- 


t Pn and Impertinence of the Unskilful, yet 
1 hey won't comply fo far as to be talked 
" | H out 


Firm "x 
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out of their knowledge, or work againſt 
the Rules of their Trade? And is it not 
a ſcandalous bufineſs, that an Architect ot 
a Phyſician, ſhould have more regard for 
their Profeſſion, then a Man has for his? 
For His I fay, in which he has the ho- 
nour of the Gods for his Partners. And 
what's a Man's Trade ſimply conſidered as 
a Man? Why nothing but the ſtudy and 
= of Virtue, and Moral Philoſo- 
y. | 1 
n XXXVI. The vaſt Continents of E. 
rope and Afea, are but Corners of the Crea. 
tion: The Ocean is but a drop, and 
Mount Athos but a Grain in reſpect of the 
Dniverſe: And the preſent inſtant of i 


Time but a Point to the extent of Eterni- * 


ty. Theſe things have all of them Little, 
Changeable, and Tranſitory Beings : Re. 
member likewiſe that all things proceed 
from the Soul of the Univerſe, either by 
direct, cr conſequential Cauſality. Thus 
the growling Deformity of a Lyon; the 
Poyfon of Serpents, Thorns and Dirt, and 
whatever ſeems Caurſe, or Offenſive in 
Nature, ſtart out of ſomething more No- 
ble, or belong to the Entireneſs of her 
**-- Bock Beautiful Productions. * Don't therefore 
3.5. luppoſe them inſignificant and unworthy 
Sect. co. the Being you worſhip , but conſider the 
Fountain from whence all things ſpring. 


Jo beright, when they ſerve for the uſes an. 


— 
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XXXVII. He that has taken a View of 
Ihe preſent Age, has ſeen as much as if 


e had began with the World, and gone 


Fo the end on't ; for all things are of a 
Kind, and of a Colour. * "FT * 
XXXVIII. The mutual Dependance all yook g. © 
ings have, and the Relation they ſtand Sc. 33. 
In to each other, is worth your frequent 
Sbſervation : For all the Parts of Matter 

Tre in ſome meaſure linked together, and 


Interwoven, and for this reaſon have a 


Patural ſimpathy for each other. And 
Ihus Motion and the Continuity of Matter, 


Wakes one Body conſequent, and connect- 


d to another. — 
XXXIX. Bring your Will to your Fate, Aion 
And ſuit your Mind to your Circumſtances. cen d 


3 : „be level'd 
And love thoſe People heartily, that tis againſt E- 


Four Fortune to be engaged with. Picurus's 


XL. Thoſe Tools, and Utenſils are ſaid 1 


of a V «cu- 


Whey were made; Tho in this Caſe the 


Artificer that made them is commonly ab- 


ent. But in the Works of Nature, the 


Forming Power is always preſent with the 
Jed, and deferves a particular Regard. 


rom hence you are to conclude that as 


l Ong as you behave your ſelf as this So- 


ereign Power directs you, yeu'l have 
Pour wiſhes in every thing. Indeed iti; 


his bent of Inclination which makes the 


H 2 Gods 
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Gods happy, and gives ſatisfaction to the 
Soul of the Univerſe. | | | 4 
XLI. If you ſuppoſe any thing which 
lies out of your command, to be God 
or Evil; your miſſing the one, or falling 
into the other, will unavoidably make you! 'Þ 
a Malecontent againſt the Gods, and put 
you upon hating thoſe People whom you 
either know or ſuſpect to be inſtrumenta!' F 
in your Misfortune. To be plain; or 
miſtake in this ſuppofition and purſuing 3 
Objects above our reach; often makes s 
very unreaſonable and unjuſt, But if ve F 
confine the Notion of Good and Evil to 
Things in our Power, then all the Mo- 
tives to Complaint, and ill-nature wil 
drop off; then we ſhall neither Remon- 3 
ſtrate againſt Heaven, nor quarrel with 
any Mortal living. | 
XLII. All People concur in ſome mea- 
ſure to the purpoſes of Providence, tho 
all are not ſenſible of it. And thus as Ire 
member, Heraclitus obſerves , that thok i 
who are aſleep, may be ſaid to help the 
World forward. In ſhort, the grand De. 
fign is carried on by different Hands, and e 
different Hearts too. For even he that? 
complains, makes head againſt his Fate, 
and ſtrives to pull the Adminiſtration in 
pieces, even ſuch a teſty Mortal as this, 


9. Sec. 4. is uſeful in his way: * Confider then how b 4 
22 vou 


ch! 


4 
4 
oy 


Pre 
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ou are ranged, and whether you have 
oyn d the Dutiful, or the diſaffected Par- 
&y. For he that Governs the World, will 
ertainly make you good for ſomething, 
and prove ſerviceable to his Scheme, one 
Fray or other. Have a care you don't 
Werve for a Foyl or a Jeſt ; and make ſuch 
Þ ridiculous Figure in Nature, as that 
WDozoril did in the Play Chryſippus men- 


XLIII. Everyone ſhould keep to his Poſt, 


and be contented with the Aſſignments 


f Providence. The Sun never covets the 
properties of a Shower, nor does one God 
Snterfere with another. Every thing is 
ſerviceable in his own Station; and un- 
eſembling Cauſes unite to advantage in 
he Effect. Are not the Stars different 


From each other? And yet their influen- 


es agree together upon Sublunary Pro- 


Auctions. 


XLIV. If the Gods have decreed me 


j any thing, they have decreed my advan- 


Mage. If not they muſt either be miſtak- 
en in their meaſures, or unbenevolent in 
their Deſign.: Now as the firſt part of this 


Puppoſition is abſur'd, fo the latter is in- 


gcomprehenſible, For to what purpoſe 
Flhould they intend me any harm? What 
would themſelves, or their Univerſe get 


3 by it? But granting they have made no 


H 3 parti- 
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particular proviſion for me, yet ſince theirf * 
Government of the World is not diſputed, 
the conſequence will be much the ſame: 
For this way my affairs will be compre. 
hended, and fall within the compaſs of 
their general Providence, and why then 


n 


happens? To put the Caſe farther. Sup“ 

oſe the Gods take care of nothing, which 

y the way we muſt reckon a ſcandalous O. 

- pinion; or elſe twill be high time to- 
leave of the common Solemnities of Sacri- 


if things lye thus, why all this Superſtiti- 
ous trouble in theſe, and many other in- 
ſtances? To what purpoſe ſhould we be. 
have our ſelves as if we were in the very 
Court and Company of Heaven? Howe | 
ver ſince a ſuppoſition implies nothing of 
reality, let it paſs for once: If the God 
therefore will take care of none of us, ti: 
certainly Lawful for me to take care of 
my ſelf. Now tis my Right to ſtate the 
Notion of my own Convenience, and 
what is that > Why that's convenient for 
every one, which ſuits his Nature, and 
his Species : Now my Nature has Reaſon, |! 
Sociable Principles, and publick Inclina- 
tion in't: By conſequence the Intereſt of 
my Country muſt be my own. Take me 
then under the particular Diſtinction of 

Antoninus, 


4 


ſhould I not be contented with whatever! 


ficing, Prayers and Religious Swearing- 
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en & Antoninus , and Rome is my Town and 
ed Country; but conſider me as a Man in 

e: general, and I belong to the Corporation 

re. Jof the World. That therefore, and only 

oft that, which is ſerviceable to both theſe 

1en| Societies, is an advantage to me. 

ver XLV. Whatever happens to particu- 

up- lars, is ſerviceable to the Univerſe, that 

ich. Thought might ſatisfie. But we can car- 

O. Fry the Reaſons for Acquieſcence farther. 

to For upon Obſervation you will perceive 

ri. that what is profitable to one Man, is in 

g: ſome meaſure for the Intereſt of the reſt. 

iti- And here I take the word Profit, in the 

in. ſence of common acceptation, and not on 

be- the Language of the Soi. __ 
ry XLVI. You may remember ata Play, ;4, wy 
ve- or ſuch reſembling Diverſions, coming o- fem d 
of ver and over with the ſame thing, tires — 
1d; the Sence, and extinguiſhes the Pleaſure, buiVirrue 
tis Remove this Contemplation into Life ; ag _ 
of For here all things comes round; And yy 
he bring the ſame Cauſes and Appearances ſme time 
nd © long with them. How long then will aber 
for it be before you are cloyed with theſe cbings to 


nd | 1 Repetions 2 be uſeful 
D, XLVII. Conſider with your ſelf, that \ 
un-. People of all Conditions, Profeſſions and 


of F Countrys, are forc'd to Dye: Caſt your 
me Eyes upon what ſort of Mortals you pleaſe, 
of Hand you'l find them go the way of all 
15 H 4 Fl. ſh. 
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Fleſh. And we nmſt take our turn too] fo | 
with the reſt. and remove to the ſame} Virt 
place whither ſo many famous Orators | I verl 
and Philoſophers, Generals, Princes, and} bes 
Heroes have ſhewn us the way. Thoſe} 2? 
great Sages Heraclitus, Pythagoras, and So- wei 
crates ; Thoſe Celebrated Mathematicians Rac 
Eudoxas, Hipparchns, and Archimedes, hade be 
no privilege , or protection againſt Fate. dra 
Not to mention a great many other extra- ry. 
ordinary Genius's ; Perſons of Induſtry, |} vet 
Reach, and Spirit - They are all gone. be 
Even thoſe Buffooms, who like Menippm an 
were always Flouting, and Fleering at 
Mankind, tho' they lived in Jeſt , they rie 
dyed in Earneſt. Remember they are all th 
in their Graves: And where's the harm 
of all this? Nay what are thoſe the worſe 
for't, that have not ſo much as left their |? 
. own. Names behind them? In a word. 


fo 

7 4 
There's only one thing here worth the 0! 
minding ; And that is, not to imitate the tc 
Degeneracy of Mortals : But to be True, it 
0 

} 

{ 

b 

{ 


Honeſt, and Good-natur'd, even amongſt |}? 
Knaves, and Sharpers. 7 

XLVIII. When you have a mind to di- 
vert your Fancy, conſider the good Qua- 
lities of your Acquaintance. As the en- 
terprizing Vigour of this Man, the Mo- 
deity of another, the Liberality of a 
Third, and fo on. For there's * 4 
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oo ſo Entertaing as a lively 1 of the 
met 4 Virtues, and Advantages of thoſe we Con- 
Is 14 verſe with. Let ſuch an Idea therefore 
nd be always ready, and at band. 15 t⸗ 
oſe XLIX. You are not Angry becauſe you 
„weigh ſo light in the Scale; and don't 


ite. F 
ra · ry Period? You ought to be no more Co- . 
ry, vetous of Time, than you are of Bulk, but : 
ne, | be contented with the common Allow- | 
by | 3 ance... | SEE; I 
at L. Tis good to try to bring People to a J 
ey right underſtanding of the Caſe ; but if | 
all they grow troubleſome, be govern'd by 
rm ur own Conſcience, and never ask any 
rſe bodies leave to be Honeſt. If there comes a 4 
eit force upon you, and ſtops your Progreſs, Y 
d. diſengage and be eaſy, and make a Virtue 1 
he of Neceſſity. Remember that you under- j 
he took the Buſmeſs, upon the condition of ; 
„tits being Feafible , and ner'e pretended to 
tt graſp at Impoſſibilities. What was it then | 
3 you aim'd at? Why to do your beſt, and j 
i- ſecure your Reaſon. Right! And this may f 
a- be effectually done, tho the Enterprize 1 
- ſhould happen to miſcarry. 
II. The Ambitious Perſon Lodges b 
a his Happineſs in the Fancy of another: | 
s Ibe Voluptuary Admires at Home, and i 
Oo | ö 


Aide Forty Stone: Why then ſhould you 


be diſſatisfied becauſe your Life is not 


dran out to an unuſual, and extraordina- 


keeps 
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4 keeps within the reach of his Senſes ; but 


a Man of underſtanding depends upon] «x; 
himſelf, and makes Action, and not Ap- or 
petite his Pleaſure. | ] 

LII. We are at liberty not to miſenter- | * pri 
pret any Accident, and by conſequence to! 
may be free from Diſturbance: Things | car 


* — 


have no ſuch power over Thoughts, as to pre 
make us of what Judgment they pleaſe. 1 
LIII. Accuſtom your ſelf to attend to 
what 1s Diſeours d; and as far as you | fo 
can, get into the Soul of him that ſpeaks. | 0 
LIV. That which is not for the In- 


ar 
tereſt of the whole Swarm, is not for the | th 
Intereſt of a ſingle Bee. Wt: 


LV. If the Patient rails at the Doctor, fe 
or the Crew at the Maſter of the Veſſel, 
who will they mind, or what good is to 
be done upon them? Or which way can 
either Health, or a good Voyage be ex-, 
pected ? hz 3 = 

LVI. How many People that came in- 
to the World with me, are gone out of it 
already? 185 3 

LVII. Honey taſts bitter to ſuch as are 
troubled with an overflowing of the Gall, 
and People bitten by a- Mad Dog, are 
frighted at the ſight of Water: And on the 
other hand, a little Ball is a curious thing 
to a Child. This conſider d, why ſhould 
you be angry with any one? Can you I- 

1 | magine 


. e — — 


magine that Error and Ignorance has leſs 
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OG ” 


force upon the Mind, than a little Gall, 
or Venome upon the Body 2 

LVIII. As no body can rob you of the 
privileges of your. Nature, or force you 
tolive Counter to your Reaſon, ſo nothing 
can happen to you but what comes from 
Providence, and conſiſts with the Intereſt 
ofithe Vniverſe. 5 

LIX. Conſider with your ſelf, what 
ſort of People your Men of Popularity muſt 
court, what ſcandalous Submiſſions they 
are obliged too, and what poor returns 
they have for their pains? And then how 
ſoon Death, and Oblivion ſweep all be- 
fore them. | N N 


— 
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HA is Vice, and Wickedneſs ? 

No Rarity you may depend ont. 

When you are in danger of being Shock'd, 
conſider that the ſight is nothing but what 
you have frequently ſeen already. To be 
brief, Men and Manners are generally 
much what alike. All Ages and Hiſtories, 
Towns, and Families; are of the ſame 
Complexion ;z and full of the ſame Sto- 
ries : There's nothing new to be met with; 
but all things are common, and quickly o- 
ver. II n Opt- 


See Book 
E 5, Sec. 8. 
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II. Opinions, whether right or wrong,, ry, 
can never be pull'd out of your head, un- an. 
leſs the Grounds, and Reaſons of them 
are firſt remov'd. Tis your Intereſt there- | 
fore to awaken your Memory, and refreſh Þ the 
thoſe Notions which are Serviceable, and be 1 
well examin d. For the purpoſe :' you 
may ſay to your ſelf, tis in my power to 

form a right Judgment upon the preſentE- | on 
mergency; And why then ſhould I be 
diſturb'd at it? For nothing that does not | xe 
enter my Mind, and get within me, can hurt 
me. Hold to this, and you are ſafe. Come, | Bu 
Le tell you a way how you. may live your | of 
Time over again: Do but recolle&, and th 
review what you have ſeen already, and it 
the work 1s done. ci 

III. Gazing after Triumphs, and Ca- | m 
valcades; the Diverſions of the Stage- in 
Farms well ſtock'd with Flocks and Herds; | in 
conteſts for Victory in the Field; Theſe | ni 
are the little Pleaſures, and concerns of P. 
Mortals. Would you have a farther II- 9 

| W 
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luſtration, and ſee an Image of them elſe- 
where? Fancy then that you ſaw two 
or three Whelps quarrelling about a Bone; 
Fiſhes ſcrambling for a Bait, Piſmires in © 
a peck of troubles about the Carriage of a n 

In 
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Grain of Wheat; Mice frighted out of 
their Wits, and ſcouring croſs the Room; 
Poppets danced upon a Wire, Ge. _ i 
| Alter 'k 
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after all, tho Humane Life is but ordina- 
ry, and trifling, a Wiſe Man muſt be eaſie 
and Good-humour'd, and not grow Sple- 
gnetick, or Haughty upon the Contempla- 
tion. Remembring notwithſtanding, that 
the true Bulk and Bigneſs of a Man, is to 
be meaſur'd by the ſize of his Buſineſs, and 
the Quality of his Inclinations. 


IV. Don't let either Diſcourſe, or Acti- 


| on paſs unobſerved, attend to the Sence 


and Signification of the one, and to the 
Tendency and Deſign of the other. 


V. Am! ſufficiently qualify'd for this 


4 Buſineſs or not? If I am, Ile make uſe 
of my Talent as given me by Heaven for 


that purpoſe . If I am not, i le either let 
it alone, and Refign it to a better Capa- 
city, or elſe i le do what I can, Fle give 


my Advice, and put the executing Part 
into an Abler Hand; And thus by look- 


ing out for help, the Juncture may be 


j nick d, and the General Intereft ſecur d. 
For whatſoever I Act either by my ſelf, 
or in Conjundtion with another, I am al- 


ways to aim at the advantage of the Com- 
munity. 

VI. How many Famous Men are dro 
out of Hiſtory, and forgotten ? And how 
many Poets and Panegyriſts, that pro- 
miſed to keep up other Peoples Names , 
have loſt their own? 


VII. Never 
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VII. Never be aſham'd of Aſſiſtance: 
Like a Centinel at the Storming of a 
Town, your buſineſs is to mantain your 
Poſt, and execute your Orders. Now 
ſuppoſe you happen to be Lame at an Aſ- 
fault, and can't mount the Breach upon 
your own Feet , won't you ſuffer your 
Comrade to help you ? * 

VIII. Be not diſturb'd about the Fu- 
ture; for if ever you come to it, you 
have the ſame Reaſon for your Guide, 
and Protection, which preſerves you at 
preſent. | | 3 

IX. All parts of the Univerſe are Inter- 
woven, and Tyed together. And noone 
thing is Foreign, or Unrelated to ano- 
ther. This general Connexion, gives 
Unity, and Ornament to the World. For 
the World, take it altogether, is but One: 
There's but one ſort of Matter to make it 
of, one God to govern it, and one Law 
to guide it: For run through the whole 
Fyſtem of Rational Beings, and you'l find 
Reaſon, and Truth, is but fingle, and the 
ſame. And thus Beings of the ſame kind, 
and endued with the ſame Reaſon, are 


made happy by the ſame Exerciſes of 


it. 

X. All Compoſitions of Matter fly off 
apace to the Common Stock, and Recep- 
tacle : Spirits are quickly ſwallow'd np . 

the 
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XI. With Rational Beings Nature, and 


Reaſon is the ſame thing. By conſequence 
to act according to the one, muſt be to 
act according to the other. | 


XII. Either ſtand upright upon your 


own Legs, orlet another ſupport you. 


XIII. Does Continuity and Connexion 


create Sympathy and Relation, in the 
parts of the Body? Why Reſemblance, 
and as one may ſay, Conſanguinity of 
Nature, does the ſame thing among Ra- 
tional Beings ; For tho they are not 
3 tack'd together by Extenſion , and Union 


of Place; They ſeem all made to coope- 
rate with eachother. This Thought will 


be more Intelligible and Affecting, if you 

frequently conſider your ſelf as a Member 
of the Rational Syſtem; But if you reckon 
your ſelf only a Part, this Relation will 
prove too weak for a Principle of Action. 
This Remoter Notion won't Cheriſh good 
Nature enough, nor carry it to a Juſt Im- 
2 provement. You won't love Mankind ſo 
2 heartily as you ſhould do: Under this 
Perſwaſion; a generous Action will ne're 
Delight and Regale you: you do a good 
Office meerly for Faſhion and Decency , 


but not as if was really a kindneſs to your 


XIV. Let 


the Soul of the Univerſe, and ſo is Me- Se. Book 


4 ory, and Fame, in the Gulph of Time.“ Sef.14. 
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of Gold, or an Emrald ſhould, if they 


* Theold unleſs you throw her into Fancies, and 
Stoical Pa- 


radox. 


XIV. Let Accidents happen to fuch as 
are liable to the Impreſſion, and thoſe 
that feel Mis fortune, may complain of it 
if they pleaſe. As for me, let what will! 
come, bo receive no Damage by it, un- 
leſs I think it a Calamity ; and tis in my 
power to think it none, if 1 have a mind 
to it. yg 

XV. Let Peoples Tongues, and Actions 
be what they will, my buſineſs is to keep 


my Road, and be Honeſt. And make . 


the ſame Speech to my ſelf, that a piece 


had Senſe and Language: Let the World F 


talk and take their Method, I ſhan't mind] i 


it, but ſparkle and ſhine on, and be true 
to my Species, and my Colour. 

XVI. Does not the Mind give the Man 
the Diſturbance 2Does ſhe not bring Fears, 
and Fits of the Spleen upon her ſelf ? Let BY 
any other Body try to diſquiet her if they 
can; When they have done their worſt, 
tis in her power ro prevent the Impreſſi- 
on. And as for this ſmall Carcaſe, let it 
Complain, and Feel, and be Frighted, if 
it know, how. Tis true the Soul is the ti 
Seat and Principle of Thought, and by 
conſequence of Paſſion, and Pain; How- 
ever this Paſſive Capacity will do no harm, 


Fears about it: * For the Mind is in her 
own 


„ 
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Hon Nature ſelf-ſufficient, and muſt cre- 


ſe gte her wants before ſhe can feel them. A See 
it Ar his priviledge makes her Impregnable , 4% piece 
il bnd above Reſtraint; unleſs the Teazes, * "7 


und puts Fetters upon her ſelf. 
XVII. What is Happineſs but wiſe 
hinking , or a Mind rightly diſpos'd ? 


1 hing to do with the Impoſtures of Ima- 


an PIUriverſe, won't reconcile us to the Ex- 
pettation, we are ſomewhat unreaſonable. 


Let ray muſt not your Wood be turn'd into a 
xy Coal, before your Bath can be ready for 
rſt, you Muſt not your Meat be changed in 
fi- {Four Stomack to make it fit to Nouriſh 


ou? Indeed what part of Life or Con- 


enience can go forward without Altera- 
the ion? Now in all likelyhood a Revolution 
by in your Carcaſs, and Condition, may be 
w- s ſerviceable to the World in general, as 
rm, {thoſe Alterations abovementiond are to 
ind Pou. | p | 
her | 
wo | 1 XIX. All 


hy then does Fancy break in and di-. That is 


5 II Vulgac O- 
rb the Scene? Be gone ! Ile have no- inen 
F | concern- 
Pination! However ſince they have Cu- ing Good 
5 . : and Evil: 
tom to plead in their Excuſe, let them Now ai 
Svithdraw, and Fle forgive them. People 
| XVIIL Is any one afraid of Diſſolu- von 
2 | gar 
ion and Change? I would gladly know with che 
Frhat can be done without it? If the 8% ex- 


| h 1 
ourſe of Nature, and the method of the th... © 
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XIX. All particular Bodies, are quick 
Iv Diſſolved, and Hurried through the! 
Oniverſal Maſs, where at laſt they incot- 
porate , grow ſerviceable , and becom 
a ſort of Limbs to the World. How ma. 


ny ſuch eminent Sages, as Chryſeppws, So. for 


crates , and Epi@etws , have ſunk in thei 
Gulph of Time? And the ſame Reflection 
will hold good concerning any other Per- 
ſon, or Thing whatſoever. K 

XX. I am only ſolicitous about one Hp 
Thing; And that is, leſt I ſhould na 


* 


Act up to the Nature, and Dignity of no r 
Man ; Leſt I ſhould fail in ſome of the 


Circumſtances of myDuty ; and miſmanag . x 

either in the Matter, Manner, or Time our, 

doing it. [ett] 

XXI. Twill not be long before you ant 

will have forgotten all the World; and in tis r 

a little time, to be even, all the World vou 

will forget you too. . 

XXII. 'Tis the priviledge of Humane to D 

Nature above Brutes, to love thoſe that heit 
diſoblige us; To practice with Eaſe ande, x 
Inclination, you mnſt conſider, that the ure, 
Offending Party 1s of Kin to you, that Ig Mt. 
norance 15 the cauſe of the MisbehaviourWler 

„Ste tli, that the Will, and the Fault ſeldom go to- the! 
par gether, * that you'l both of you quicklyMuut « 
farther ex · be in your Graves; but eſpecially conli-WM x 
"ak der that you have received no harm by him 


the 


— 
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the Injury: For if your Reaſon is un- 
he touch d, and your Mind ne're the worſe, 
there can be no Damages done. „ 
me XXIII. God, or the Spirit of Nature, 4 
1a- | works the Maſs of Matter like Wax. Now Y 
„cor the purpoſe, tis a Horſe ; foon after 1 
the you'l have it melted down, and Run in- x 
on ito the Figure of a Tree; And from this ? 
el. g Form tis poſſible it may remove into the ; 


Irleſh and Bones of a Man ; or what you L 
"ne Wpleaſe. And 'tis but a little while that b 
not tis fixt in one Speczes. Now a Trunk feels 
no more pain by being knocked in peices, | 
the 7 than when it was firſt put together. * * This &. 


* XXIV. A four graft look is very unna- milicad- 
2 0 


Itural, and to put it on often will make it W. 


to inſic u- 


ettle; and deſtroy the Beauty, and Plea- ate che 


vou gſantneſs of the Aſpect to that degree, that Minde i. 

diu tis never to be recovered : From whence TE 

orlWvou may conclude it a foolith cuſtom. the Bod y: 
XXV. 'Tis high time for thoſe People wr wie 

nan to Dye, that have out- lived the Sence of gox. 8 

that Wheir own Miſdemeanours. 3 

ande XXVI. That Being which governs Na- 4 

t there, will quickly change the preſent Face 5 

t Ig nt. One thing will be made out of ano- 


ou Wer, by frequent Revolutions; And thus 
0 to- 


e World will be always coming new 

chat of the Mint. 

onli- XXVII. When any one misbehaves 

n dybinſelf towards you, immediately bethink 
the FR ycur 
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your ſelf what Notions he has concernÞ 


ing Advantage and Diſadvantage - WhaM. 2 
you have found out this, you! Pty hin 71 
and neither be angry, nor ſurpriſed at th ſe 
Matter. It may be upon enquiry, yo = 
may find your Opinions upon theſe point Ks 
much the ſame, and then you ought «M fin 
pardon him; for you would have don rom: 
the ſame thing your ſelf upon the ſan into 
Occaſion. But if your Notions of Gui... 
and Evil, are different, and more ju; 
than his, then your Paſſion will yield i Myles 
your Good Nature, and you'l eaſily beg * 
with his Ignorance. 1 
XXVIII. Don't let your Head run up g 
on that which is none of your own. Bit 
pick out ſome of the beſt of your Circun Th. 
ftances , and conſider , how eagerly yo vat. 
would wiſh for them, were they not in youll ) 
poſſeſſion ; but then you muſt take care on 
keep your ſatisfaction within compaß a, 
for fear it ſhould carry you too far 4.q 
make you over-value the Object, and WM, x 
diſturb'd at the loſs of it. F and 
XXIX. Fortifie at home, and rely uw 1 
on your ſelf. For a Rational Mind is bon Sup 
to the priviledge of Independance. Ho jor; 
nefty, and the Inward Quiet confequenil anc 
to it, is enough in all Conſcience, to mala ve 
you Happy. the 


XXX. Ru 


— 
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1 XXX. Rub out the Colours of Imagina- 


Ipens either to your ſelf, or another. Di- 
Wtinguiſh the parts of your —_— , and 
divide them into Matter and Form, and 


into 3 and Spirit * when they have ** Poo': 
F hink upon your Laſt Hour; and et . 


hem: 
on't trouble your ſelf about other Peo- 
Iples Faults, but leave them with thoſe 
chat muſt anſwer for them. 

s XXXLI. When you hear a Diſcourſe , 
make your Underſtanding keep pace with 
Fit. and reach as far as you can into thoſe 
By Things which fall under your Obſer- 
vation. 

XXXII. Would you ſet off your Per- 
| ſon, and recommend your ſelf ? Let it be 
7 done by Simplicity and Candour, by Mo- 
1h Wdeſty of Behaviour, and by Indifference 
| Ito External Advantages : Love Mankind , 
and reſign to Providence: For as the Poet 

J obſerves, All things are under Law, and 
Superiour Direction. And what if the E- 
lements only had their Courſe chalk'd out, 
and their Motions preſcribed them ? But 
we may carry the concluſion farther. For 
there are at the moſt but very few things 
Ku in the World perfectly turn'd over to 
Chance and Liberty, I 3 XXXIII. 


ion; Don't ſuffer your Paſſions to make e Sed. 
Machine of you. Confine your Care to the " 

eſent; Look through the Quality, and re Book 
l preſs into the Nature of that which hap- 5. : 
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XXXIII. Let Death make Aromes, 9 off 


Vacuum of me, or what you pleaſe, twil wi! 
come to this upſhot at laſt z *T will eithe | fin 
extinguiſh my Being, or Tranſlate me to! in 
another State. the f 
XXXIV. As for Pain, if tis intolerable it. 
the extremity will deſtroy it ſelf, and, X 
quickly diſpatch you : If it ſtays long, In tl 
you'l be big enough to grapple with it 1 * th 
Your Mind in the mean time will ſave het fo 


ſelf by the ſtrength of Thought, keep un- 
The diſturb d, and ſuffer nothing. * And for Khor 
ng your Limbs that lye under the Execution, wel! 


if they can complain; and make out any N 
thing, let them do it. 


XXXV. To moderate your Ambition] ple: 
about Fame, conſider the Generality of Mu 
the People that are to commend, and takeÞ 
notice of you'; How Inſignificant they wit 
arc and how little in their Purſuits, and car. 


Averſions? Conſider alſo that as on : ; 
Heap of Sand thrown upon another vat 
covers the Firſt, fo it happens in the har 
buſineſs of Fame, A new Glory eclipſcsÞ Aus 
an old one ; and the later Age is a ſort oĩ 
1 Extinguiſher to the former. M. 
1 XXXVI. A ſaying of Plato. * He that 
Les. © has raiſed hisMind t to a due pitch ofGreat- 
nes, that has look d through the World 
rom one end to the other, and carried 
* bis View through the whole extent of 


« Mattcr 
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ter and Time, do you imagine ſuch a one 


Or 
wil will think Humane Life any great bu- 
her ſineſs? Not at all, ( fays tother Man 


in the Dialogue : what then? Will 
the fear of Death afflict him? Far from 


and XXXVII. There's a great deal of Truth 
ng Mn that ſentence of Axtiſptenes, That tis 
| it, + the Fate of Princes to be ill ſpoken of 


for their Good Deeds. 

3 XXXVIII. Tis a ſhame that a Man 
mould not be Maſter of his Mind, as 
Fell as of his Countenance. That his 
Il ſhould be ſtronger for his Looks than 
for his Thoughts; preſcribe what Air he 


tion] Ipleaſes to the firſt, and let the other lye 

off Mutinous, and Ungovernable. 

abe XXXIX. 17s to uo purpoſe to fall out 

hey with Accidents, aud Things, for they dont 

and care a Farthing for t. * Eurip- 

one XL. Manage your ſelf with that Ad- Belleroph: 
2 7 g Here the 

ther vantage, that I, and the God's too, may Empercut 

the Jade pleaſure and ſatisfaFion in jour Con- anſeribd 

les N duck. * — 

D 3 . rences of 


; i XLI. Fate Mows down Life like Corn, this the Poets 
Mortal falls; Aud other ſtands awhile. * Con 


Common 


hat XLII. Is my Family ſtruck out of Provi- place Fool 
eat · ¶ dence, and do the God's forget me? If it be Thi ad- 
* vice ſeems 
rid /, they have reaſon for their neglect. intended 
ried XLIII. Virtue and Happineſs, is a Pre- for bi Son 
: of ae mne. 


ſent I can make my ſelf. * Euiip, 
I 4 XLIV. Not Hypſipyl, 
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. 


*Ariſtoph. 
Acham. 


* Plato 
Apolog. 


* Apolog. 


Plato 
Gorgias 


XLIV. Not too much ſixmpathy with ot ber 


Peoples ſorrow 5 And keep your Paſſions from 
all kinds of Tranſport, and Excels. 


XLV. More of Plato's Sentences. * 
* To ſuch a one I ſhould return this very 


ec 


« 

4 
1 
\ 
<7 
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cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
(0 
* ſtand clear of Knavery , and Misbe- | 
te | 

CC 
CC 
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c 


5 


o 
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and fear nothing but Diſgrace and 


cc 


your favour Sir, Tis not always the 
part of Virtue and Bravery, to preſerve © 
either your own Life, or your Neigh- It © 
bours. He that's a Man in good earn- © 
eſt, muſt not be ſo mean as to whine © 
for Life, and graſp intemperately at 
Old Age: Let him leave this point to Mt © 
Providence. The Women in the Nur- 

** fery can tell him; that we muſt go, 
*« when our time is come. His Duty is 
Lc to 


cc 


CC 


&C 


e 


Lin 
A 


reaſonable Anſwer. Heark ye Friend, the 
you are mightlly out, if you think 2 the 
Man that's good for any thing, is either ing 
afraid of Living, or Dying. No: His | pan 
concern is only to bring his Actions to bris 
the Teſt, to ſecure his Practice, and con 


behaviour. Pa 
XLVI. Plato again: Gentlemen, in! 8 
my opinion, when a Man is ſatisfied ! © f 
with his own choice, or put into a Poſt FI © 1 
by his Superiours , his buſineſs is to ©t 
ſtand Buff againſt Danger and Death, 1 © | 


Cowardize. | * 
XLVII. Plato once more,---- With! 


— A 
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s to conſider, how he may make the 
* moſt of his Life, and ſpend what there 
js to the beſt advantage. 
= XLVIII. Let the Tranſmutation an 
ſhuffling of the Elements be frequently 
the Subject of your Meditation: Conſider 
the Courle of the Stars as if you were driv- 
cr ing through the Sky, and kept them Com- 
lis pany. Such Contemplations as theſe 
1 feighten the Soul, and ſcour off the Ruſt 
nd contracted by converſing here Below. 
e- XLIX. Tis a handſome ſaying, that of 
2 Plato's : That when we confider the 
in! © State and Condition of Mankind, we 
ed 4 © ſhould place our Imagination upon ſome 
oſt F4 © lofty Pyramid, or Obſervatosre; and from 
to © thence take a Proſpect of the World, and 
look it over as it were at one View. Here 
we may ſee how Mortals are drawn up 
into Towns, and Armies in one place, and 
e diſpers d for Husbandry in another ! Here 
Aare abundance of Things to be ſeen to- 


ve © gether, Marriage and Confederacy treat- 
h- © <d by Nations and Families, Births and 
n- © © Burials,Feaſting and Jolity at one Houle, 
ne and all in Tears at another. Here they 
at Lare in a mighty Hurry at the Bar, and 
to © there up to the Ears in Trading and 
- © Merchandize. Towards the end of the 
0, {© proſpect, it may be you may fee a great 


| * deal of Barren, and Uninhabitable Wil- 
** derneſls, 
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“ derneſs, with variety of Barbarous 
People beyond it. Take it altogether, 
<«*tis a ſtrange medly of Buſineſs, Humour, 
and Condition; And yet if you conſi- 
der it throughly, you will find the Di- 
« verſity and Diſagreement of the parts, 
contribute to the Beauty of the whole. 

L. By looking back into Hiſtory, and Th 
conſidering the Fate and Revolutions of Þ fort 
Government, you will be able to draw a tur: 
Gueſs, and almoſt Prophecy upon the Fu- you 
ture. For things Paſt, Preſent , and to 
Come, are ſtrangely Uniform, and of a Co- yo 
lour; and are commonly caſt in the ſame be 
Mould. So that upon the Matter, Forty ry 
years of Humane Life, may ſerve for a be 
Sample of Ten Thouſand. | 

LI. What's ſprung from Earth, diſſolves 
to Earth again. And Heaven born things fly 
a. their Native Seat. * ; 
Chrycp. If the Matter does not ſtand thus, either 
the Atomes will be untwiſted, or the E- 
lements ſcatter'd into inſenſibility. 

LII. Wee feed our ſelves up for long Life 
with a great deal of Care and Expence; But 
alaſs ! Fate will find us out, and when the 
Gods give the Sign, we muſt Embark, tho 
* Eurip. zever ſo unwilling. * 

LIII. Can another Man Ride, or Fence, 
better than you? it may be ſo, But tho 
Jou may fall ſhort in your Exerciſes, let 

no 
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[ no Body out-do you in Virtue and Beha- 
viour. 
u odeſt, more Reſign'd, and Forgiving than 


Let no Body be more Liberal, and 


your ſelf. 
LIV. As long as a Man can make uſe of 


his Reaſon, and Act in concert with the 
God's, he needs not queſtion the Event. 
There can be no grounds to ſuſpect Miſ- 
fortune, provided you ſtick cloſe to Na- 
ture, and manage within the Character of 


your condition. 
LV. Tis always, and every where in 


your power, to reſign to the God's, to 
be juſt to Mankind; And to examine eve- 
ry Object with that Nicety, as never to 
be impos don. 


LVI. Ne're make any rambling enqui- 


% ries after other Peoples Thoughts, but 


look directly at the Mark which Nature 


has ſet you.Naturel ſay, either that of t he 
Dyiverſe,*æ or your own: The firſt leads 
you to ſubmiſſion to Providence; The 
latter to act as becomes you. 
which is ſuitable to the Frame and Con- 


To be more particular : The reſt of the 


World is deſign d for the Service of Ratio- 


nal Beings, in conſequence of this general 
| Appointment, by which the lower order 


of Things, are made for the uſe of the 
more Noble. And Rational Creatures, 


ſtanding, 


The Na. 
of the 


ture 


Univerſe, 


Now that is God in 


the Lan- 


3 : : guage of 
ſtitution of things, is what becomes them. ches, 
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* ſtanding all upon a Level, are deſign d for 
Wt the advantage of each other. Now a 
ki j | Beneficent and Sociable Temper, is that 
which Humane Nature was principally in- 
| tended for: The next Thing deſign'd in 
| our Being, is to be proof againſt corpo- 
„ real Impreſſions. It being the peculiar pri- 
Nl ö viledge of Reaſon to move within her ſelf, 
} "Ok to fortifie againſt an Aſſatilt, and not ſuf. 
1 fer Sexſation, or Paſſion, to break in upon 
120k her. For theſe are both of Animal, and 
inferiour Quality. But the VDaderſtand- 
ing part, claims a right to Govern, and 
won't bend to Matter, and Appetite ; And 
good reaſon fort, ſince ſhe was born to 
command and make uſe of them. The 
third main Requiſite in a Rational Being, 
is to ſecure the Aſent from Raſhneſs, and 
Miſtake. Let your Mind but compaſs theſe 
pros, and ſtick to them, and then ſhe is 
1 iſtriſs of every thing which belongs to 
er. 

LVII. We ought to ſpend the Remain- 
der of our Life as if 'twas more than we 
expected, and lent us on purpoſe for wiſer 
Management. EE _ 

LVIII. Let your Fate be your Inclina- 
tion, for there's nothing more reaſonable 

and prudential. | 

LIX. When any Accident happens, call 
to mind Thoſe. who have formerly _ 

under 


=__— 
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under the ſame Circumſtances, how full 
for of Surprize, Complaint, agd Trouble they 
17 were abqut the matter: And where are 
dat 0 They now 2 They are gone, their Mut- 
” muring could not make them Immortal. 


To what purpoſe ſhould you imitate their 
Z Bchaviour : Can't you leave foreign Hu- 
mours and Things, to their own Miſman- 
g agement and Biaſs? Your buſineſs is only 
to mind your Conduct, and give a Turn 
of Advantage to the Emergency. Now 
you may be the better for the Misfortune, 
if you will but take care, and do nothing 
but what is warrantable. Always remem- 
bring, that Accidents are indifferent in 


us, accordingly as we uſe them. 


ſelf; For you have a laſting Mine of Hap- 
pineſs at home, if you will but Dig for t. 

LXI. Take care that your Motions and 
Geſtures may be Grave, and Compos d: 
For the ſame Air of Senſe and Decency, 
which the Mind can put into the Face, 
ought to be viſible through the whole 
Body: But then all this muſt be done 
without the leaſt Affectation. 

LXII. The right Knack of Living, re- 
ſembles Wraſtling more than Dancing: 
For here a Man does not know his Move- 
ment, and his Meaſures beforchand : 5 

© 


themſelves, and only good, or bad for 


LX. Look Inwards, and turn over your 
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He is oblig d to ſtand ſtrong againſt Chance 
and ſecure himſelf as occaſion ſhall offer, 
LXIII. Well! It ſeems you deſire to be! 
commended : But what fort of People ar: di 
They that muſt do you this Kindnets, and {Mt i 
how are their Underſtandings Furniſh'd ? 
Truly if you do but conſiderthe Size of 
_their Senſe, and the diſorder of their Pal. 
ſions, you'l pity their ignorant Misbeha- [| 
viour, and not care a ruſh for their Ap- | 
probation. ? 


Plate 
charges 
Ignorance 
and Vice 
upon the 


Misſor- 


tunes of 
Conſtitu- 


tion or E-. Temper . 


ducarion. © LXV. When you lye under any Corpo- 
410. Ta- 8 5. 22 
mew, Tal Affliction, let this Lenitive be at hand 


Fee Book. 
8. Sect. 49. 


LXIV. Tis a ſaying of Plato's, that 
20 Body miſſes Truth by their Good-will. 
The ſame may be ſaid with reference to 
Honeſty, Sobriety, Good Nature, and the 
like: Be particularly careful to remember 
this Hint, for 'twill help to ſweeten your 


to relieve you: That there is no Scandal 
in Pain, That the Soveraign Part of your 
Mind is ne er the worſe for it. For how 
can ſhe ſuffer, unleſs her Eſſence, or her 
Benevolence were impair d? Beſides, Epi- 
curus's Maxim will help to ſupport you 
under moſt Pains ; For as he obſerves, 
They will either be Tolerable, or quickly over. 
But then you muſt keep your Notions 
Tight, and not run into the common Opi- 
nion about them. * And here you mult 

re- 


. MPDITATIONs, Oc. 


remember, that there are many more Sen- 
Iations than we are aware of, which be- 
long to the Nature of Pain. Such as Nod- 
ding, when one would be awake, Broil- 
ing in the Heat of the Sun, and Nauſeating 
ſome part of our Diet. Now when you 
you find your (elf Fret, and grow diſturb d 
at theſe Things; take notice that you are 
catch'd Napping; and that Pain has got- 
ten the Better of you. 


127 


LXVI. Don't return the Temper of Ill- 


natur'd People upon themſelves, nor treat 
them as they do the reſt of Mankind. 


LXVII. Which way are we to conclude 


that Socrates was a better Man in Virtue 
and Temper, than Telaxges. * To make. phie. 
cout this, tis not enough to ſay, that he ſopher of 
diſputed better, and died Bolder. Cl 
Auſterity and Diſcipline of his Life; his 


T he a ſlender 


Bravery in ſlighting the Orders of the 


p Thirty Thrants, and refuſing to apprehend 
an Innocent Perſon *; The Gravity and * One 12. 
Greatneſs in his Mien and Motion: (Tho Man er 


Man of 


the truth of this laſt particular may be Forune. 
T queſtion'd : 
the Character ſhine out. 
point, we muſt examine what fort of Soul 
| Socrates carried about him: Could he be 
contented with the Conſcience of an Ho- 
| neſt and a Pious Man? Did he not Fret 


) All this Glitter won't make 
To prove the 


and Fume to no purpoſe at the Knavery, 
and 
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and Wickedneſs of the Age? Was he go- 
vern'd by no Bodies Ignorance ? Did he Lioi 
never queſtion the Equity of Providence, 
grow ſurpriz d at his hard Fortune, and H hou 
fink under the Weight of it? To conclude 
Did he keep Pain and Pleaſure at a due Ho. 
diſtance, and not dip his Soul too deep 
in his Senſes > Theſe Marks are the only mal 
Teſt of a Great Man; and tis to no pur. 
poſe to pretend to that Character with- {Mars 
out them. L 
LXVIII. Nature has not wronght your a. 
Compoſition ſo cloſe, as to deſtroy the tl 
Oey of Matter, and Spirit: No, the “ b 
{ind is in a condition to diſtinguiſh her 

Faculties, to ſet out her Juriſdiction, and 
do her own buſineſs her ſelf. And nowl |< 1 
think on't, lodge this always in your Me- t 
mory ; That a Man may be a firſt Rate in 
vertue, and true Value, and yet be very Map 
obſcure at the ſame time. You may likc- 
wiſe obſerve, that happineſs lies in a little Nno 
Room: Granting your Talent won't reach Neo. 
very far into Logzck, and Natural Philoſo- the 
phy. This can't hinder the Freedom and to. 
Greatneſs of your Mind, nor deprive yon 
of the Bleffings of Sobriety, Beneficence, 
and Reſignation. if! 
LXIX. You may live with all the free- Mov 
dom and ſatisfaction imaginable, tho' the 
whole World ſhould Bawl againſt you 


and 
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he Lions ſhould quarter upon your Carcaſs, 
ce, Wand tear you Limb from Limb. For pray 
nd how can any thing of this, reach up to 
de Mvour Mind, and ruffle her ſerenity 2 * 
due How can it prevent your paſſing a right 
eep judgment upon your Circumſtances, and 
nly Waking the beſt uſe of them? And thus 
ur- your Reaſon may repel the Attack, and 
the {argue thus againſt the Object of Terror. 
Look ye! You are not ſo Fierce as you 
our are Painted; Nature has made you one 
the“ thing, and common miſtake another. To 
the “ be plain, I expected to engage you, and 
het “ now you are come, Ile turn you to 
and “ ſome account or other. For tis my 
WIH way,to make every thing ſerve for fome- 
Me- thing. In ſhort, you may work any Ac- 
e in {icident into an inſtance of Virtue ; into 
ery Na performance of ſome Duty, either to 
ke- Cod, or Man : By conſequence we need 
"I not be ſurpriz d, or over-ſet by any Ren- 
ac 


ounter. For to take things rightly , 
there's nothing new in them, or difficult 
and to deal with. : 
EXX. He that's come to the top of Wiſ- 
om, and Practice, ſpends every Day as 
if it were his laſt; And is never guilty of 
over-driving, Sluggiſhneſs, or Inſincerity. 


the LXXI. Tho' the God's are immortal, 
ou, and have their patience tryed through ſo 
and R 


many 


I and cry you down; Nay, tho a brace of X 
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for it into the Bargain: And are you tha 
are juſt going off the Stage ſick of the Con: 
pany ? Are you tired with ill Men alreW 
dy, and yet one of thoſe unhappy Mor. 
tals your ſelf? 32 
LXXII. Tis great Folly to run from an 
other Peoples Faults, and not part will 
your own : This is going quite the wrong 
way to work, graſping at a Project im 
practicable, and lofing an Advantaz 
which lies in your power. . 
LXXIII. Whatever Buſineſs tends nei F 
ther to the Improvement of your Reaſon Ml. 
nor the benefit of Society, conclude it be. 


Pur 
neath you, and manage accordingly. F \ 
LXXIV. When you have done a kind o 
neſs, and your Neighbour is the betta u 
tor't, what need you be ſo Ignorant , eri. 
to look any farther , and lye gaping fall: t 
Reputation and Requutal ? her 
LXXV. No body is ever tired with Fa- iG! 
vours, and Advantages : Now to Act nM, 2 
Conformity to the Laws of Nature andMiled 
Reaſon, is certainly an Advantage? Dont co 


vou therefore grow weary of doing good 
Offices, for by obliging others, you ate 
really kind to your felt. ite | 

LXXVI. There was a time when Godoy. 
and Nature was employed in making tend 
2 World: 


Don 
ed t 
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Forld: So that Now all Events muſt ei- 
Her be conſequences of Decree, and Re- 
lit from the firſt Meaſures ; or elle the 
pul of the Dniverſe fail d in the Execu- 


Pfurdity of this latter ſuppoſition, will 
a great way towards the making a 


Ton ; ſan Eaſie. 
with 
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II. 


O keep you Modeſt, and Mortified 


(on. as not been your good Fortune to ſpend 
t be Pur Life wholly in the purſuit of Virtue, 
d Wiſdom: Your Friends and your ſelf 
Who, arc ſufficiently acquainted how much 
u fall ſhort of Philoſophy : And tho 
Werit, and Character are ſometimes parted, 
t the bare Report of being a Philoſo- 
her, is no eaſie matter for you to com- 


1 F182: You are unqualified by your Stati- 
a BW. and too much Embarraſs d for this Pri- 
andgiledge. However, ſince you know how 
Dont come at the thing, ne're be concert d 
good bout miſting the Credit on't. Bę ſatiſ- 
1 ateged therefore, and for the reſt of your 
ife let your own. Rational Nature direct 
God on. Mind then what ſhe would be at . 
Wi nd let nothing Foreign diſturb you. You 
Orld: 


2 als 
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Won of her principal Deſign. Now the © 


to vain Glory, remember that» it 
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are very ſenſible how much you har and ( 


Rambled after Happineſs, and fail d. Ne Natur 
ther Learning, nor Wealth, nor Fame Mie Fu 
nor Pleaſure, could ever help you to i Mrineſs 
Which way is it to be had then? By Adin Load 
up to the height of Humane Nature. Anind h 
how ſhall a Man do this? Why by gettin tion? 

a right Set of Principles for Thoughts, au Iv. 

Practice. And what Principles are thoſe vill b 
Such as State and Diſtinguiſh Good and ranks 


vil. Such as give us to underſtand , thi 
there is nothing properly good for a Mar 
but what promotes the Virtues of Juſtic 
Temperance, Fortitude, and Benevolenc 
nor any thing bad for him, but that whid 
carries him off to the contrary Vices. 

II. At every Action, and Enterpria 
ask your ſelf this queſtion; what will th 


Derour! 
xXamii 


conſequence of this be to me? Am In mem 
likely to repent of it? I ſhall be dead i to be 
a little time, and then all's over with me. ver th 
the preſent undertaking is but ſuitable ¶uires 

an Intelligent, and Sociable Being, ahithou 
one that has the honour to live by the (anrays a 
Rule, and Reaſon with God himſelf; t it b. 
the Caſe ſtands thus, all's well, and to wi Hure an 


urpoſe ſnould you look any farther? VI. 
III. Alexander, Julius Ceſar, and Po bange 
pey, what were they in Compariſon of Mortun 
ogenes, Heraclitns , and Socrates ? Theshhother. 
Philoſophers look d through Cauſe, Matt Wolntio 


an 
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Load of Cares were they peſter d with, 


and how much Slaves to their Ambi- 
ion? eve? 
IV. Ne're diſturb your (elf, for People 
vill be untoward , and play the ſame 
Pranks over again, tho'you ſhould fret 
your heart out. r Ti | 
v. In the firſt place, keep your ſelf 
alte, forall things are govern'd by the 
aws, and Order of Providence: Beſides, 
gou'l quickly go the way of all Fleſh, as 
Huguſtut, Adrian, and the reſt of the Em- 
derours have done before you. Farther, 
xamine the matter to the bottom, and 
member, that the top of your bufineſs 
$ to be a Good Man: Therefore what- 
ver the Dignity 'of Humane Nature re- 
uires of you, ſet about it preſently , 
ithout Its, or Ands : And ſpeak al- 
vays according to your Contcience , but 
t it be done in the Terms of Good Na- 
ure and Civility. 
VI. Tis the method of Providence, to 
hange the Face of Things, and remove 
ortune and Succeſs from one place to a- 
other. All Conditions are ſubject to Re- 
ſolution; fo that you need not be afraid 
IS of 


and Conſequence, and underſtood the 
Nature,and Uſe of Things. This was No- 
ble Furniture for a Man's Head, and Hap- 
pineſs : But as for thoſe great Princes, what 
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of Unuſuſal Treatment. For you ſtan; 
upon no worſe ground than the reſt of th 
World ; and will only have your ſhareg 

the common Fate. 
VII. Every Being is at eaſe, when th 
Powers of it move -regularly , and witi 
out interruption. Now a Rational Bein 
is in this proſperous Condition, whe 
her Judgment is gain'd by nothing by 
Truth, and Evidence; when her Deſig 
are all meant for the Advantage of Soi 
ty. When her Deſires, and Averſions, x 
confin'd to Objects within her Powe: 
when ſhe reſts ſatisfied with the Diſtt 
butions of Providence : For whichſheh 
*The Si Sreat reaſon ; in regard ſhe is a part ot! 
ics be. her ſelf; * And with as much proprie 
bora che as a Leaf belongs tothe Nature of the Tr 
of Cod. Which bears it: Only with this different 
that a Leaf is part of a Nature, witho! 
Sence, or Reaſon, and lyable to be check! 
in its Operations; Whereas a Mani 
Limb, as it were, of an Intelligent Right: 
_ ous, and Irrefiſtible Being. A Being that 
all Wiſdom ; And aſſigns Matter andFor 
Time, Force}, and Fortune, to eve 
thing in due Meaſure , and Proportiot 
And this you'l eafily perceive if you dot 
ſtop ſhort in your ſpeculation ; and mil 
a lame Enquiry ; But compare the who 
of one thing, with the whole of anothe 
VIII. Vo 


22 


—— 


— 


MxeviTATIONS, Oc. 


VIII. You have no leiſure to read Books, 
what then? You have leiſure not to be 


power to be Superiour to your Sences, and 
paramount over Pleaſure and Pain. To 
be deaf to the Charms of Ambition, and 


your power not only to forbear being an- 
gry with People for their Folly, and In- 
gratitude, but over and above, to cheriſh 
WM their Intereſt, and take care of them. 

7 IX. Never cenſure a Court Life, nor 
ſeem diſſatisfied with your own. 

Xx. Repentance is a reproof of a Man's 
Conſcience, for the neglect of ſome Ad- 
vantages. Now whatever is Morally good 
is Profitable, and ought to be the Con- 
cern of a Man of Probity : But no Good 
Man was ever inwardly troubled for the 
oOmiſſion of any pleaſure, or the balkin 
of his Senſes : From whence it follows, 
that pleaſure ſtrictly ſpeaking, is neither 
profitable, nor Good. | 
RI. To go to the Bottom of a Thing, 

theſe Queſtions ſhould be anſwered, what 
bs it in its proper Nature and Diſtinction ? 
10 Ot what ſort of Matter, and Form does 
it conſiſt? What ſhare of Force and Acti- 
on has it in the World? and how long 
is it likely to ſtay there? 


Haughty, or play the Knave. Tis in your 


look down upon Fame and Glory. Tis in 


K 4 XII. When 
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XII. When you find your (elf ſleepy 
in a Morning, remember that buſineſs, 
and doing ſervice to the World, is to Ad 
up to Nature, and live like a Man: Where. 
a8 ſleeping, does but degrade you for the 
time, and bring you down to à Beaſt, 
Now thoſe Actions which fall in with the 


Defign and Properties of Nature, are more 
ſuitable, and ſerviceable, and upon a Cu- the A 
ſtom, more pleaſant than others. 8 Cred 
XIII. Upon every new Idea, let it be had; 
your conſtant Cuſtom to make uſe of your For 
Talent in Phyſecks, Metaphyſfcks, and Mo- per, 
rality , and examine the Object in the re- and 
ſpective Enquiries of thoſe Sciences. X 
XIV. When you are about to converſe {WW why 
withany Perſon, make this ſhort ſpeech let it 
to your ſelf. How does this Man's Defi- do 


nittons ſtand affected? What Notions has God 
he about Good, and Evil? Nay if his Un- ther 
derſtanding is ſo miſled, if he has ſuch If y 
unfortunate Opinions concerning Plea- If y 
ture, and Pain, and the Cauſes of them; fo 
If his Fancy, or his Fears are miſapplyed, ver 
or over proportion'd with reſpect to Re- 
putation, or Ignominy, to Life or Death; ¶ cat 
If the Caſe ſtands thus with him, I don't ſes 
wonder at his Practice; for indeed tis next MW of 


to impoſſibl he ſhonld do otherwiſe. Fo 
XV. Would it not be an odd inſtance MW lik 
of Qrprizz2 to ſtare ata Fig-tree for bearing MW firl 


Figs? 
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8 Figs 2 Why then ſhould it ſeem ſtrange to 
us, for the World to Act like it ſelf, and 
produce things purſuant to Quality, and 
kind? This is juſt as Fooliſh as it would 
be for a Phyſician to wonder at 4 Fever, 
or a — of a Veſſel at a croſs Blaſt of 
Wind. . 

XVI. To Retract, or mend a Fault at 
the Admonition of a Friend, hurts your N 
Ctedit or Liberty, no more than if you a 
had grown wiſer upon your own Thought. 
For tis ſtill your own judgment and Tem- 
per, which makes you ſee your miſtake , 
- W 2nd willing to retrieve it. 
XVII. If what is done difpledſes you, 

| why do you do it, if tis in your power to 

let it alone? Bat if you cant help it, who 

do you complain of? Then, or the 

Gods ? * Either way i diſtraction, and * That is 
therefore we muſt murmur againſt nothing, nee or 
| If you can mend the Matter, go about it: 47e, wr 


If you carmot, what are you the better che World 


1 an — 


— 


n 


bor Grumbling > Now a Man ſhould ne- e 
„ver doany thing to no purpoſe. by one of 


XVIII. Whatever drops out of Life, is em. 
catch't up ſomewhere, for the World lo- 
ſes nothing. Within this Circumference «That is , 
of Corporeity, all things have their feveral nothing is 
Formes, and Revolutions; And here tis Ant 
likewiſe that they return into Element, and 
firſt Principle; Under which Notion mo 
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* All Bo- 
dies are 
made of 
the (a me 
Matter. 


Them. 
perour 
means the 
Stars 
which the 
Heathen 
and ſome 
Chriſtians 
too be 
liev'dto be 
animated ; 
And that 
a Spirit 
or Intelli- 
ence Was 
— in 
the Cen 
tet and 
Governed 
the Moti- 
ons of the 
Luminary 
Or Pro- 
vidence. 


of, the World and your own, are the very 
ſame; And all theſe laſt Changes are 
made without the leaſtRepining : And why 
then ſhould the ſame Matter that lyes qui- 
et in an Element, Grumble in a Man 2 
XIX. Providence does not grant Force, 
and Faculties at Random, but every 
thing is made for ſome end: The Sun as 
high as tis, has its buſineſs aſſign d, and 
ſo have the Celeſtial Deities : * And 
where's the wonder of all this? But pray 
what were you made for? For your plea- 
ſure 2 Common Sence won't bear ſo ſcan- 
dalous an Anſwer. 

XX, Nature * pre-ordains the End of 
every thing, no lefs than its Beginning, 
and - Continuance : As. he that ſtrikes a 
Ball, defigns whither it ſhould go. 25 well 
as which way: And what's the Bail the 
better all this while for monnting, or the 
worſe for flying Lower, and coming to 
the Ground? What does a Bubble get in 


the ſwelling, or loſe inthe breaking? The WM «x 
ſame may be ſaid of a Candle, which is WM (7 
every jot as happy out, as burning. 1 

XXI. Turn your Carkaſs the wrong MW + 


ſide outwards, and be proud if you can; 


= 
And to improve your thought, con- f 
ſider what a Beauty, Age, Diſeaſes, and: 
Death, will make of you, And to keep MW 
you low in your Computations upon 
Fame, 
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Fame, conſider that both the Orator, and 
the Hero, the Men, and the Merit, will 


quickly go off, and be out of fight ; that 
the Earth is but a point, and that we live 


but in a Corner of this little Dimenſion 
neither, That Men differ in their Notions 


of Honour and Eſteem; and that even the 
ſame Perſon, is not of the ſame Opinion 
long together. IS. - | 


« 


XXII. Mind that which lies before you, 

whether it be Thought, Word, or Acti- . fe , 
on: You are well enough ſerv'd, * for Emperou: 
poſt- poning your Improvement, and gers to 


— = = . ; ſome diſ- 
making Virtue wait for you till to Mor- appoint- 
row. 214d ment. 


XXIII. Am I about any thing? Tle do 
it with regard to the Intereſt of Mankind: 
Does any thing happen to me extraordi- 


nary? Te receive it as the appoint- 
ment of Fate, and the Diſtribution of 
Heaven. | | 


XXIV. Think a little, and tell me 
what you meet with in the buſineſs of Ba- 


thing? There's Oy], and Sweat, and Dir- * uit; 


tineſs, and Water, but an Offenſive Mix- 2 
ture take it altogether. Why Life and roufs 
Satisfaction is made up of much ſuch indif- Daughter, 
ferent Stuff; but Coarſe if you examine it 77% er. 


ried to Ve- 
to the Bottom. ruf, who 
XXV. Lacilla Buried Verus, and fol- — 


low'd him ſoon after. Secunda did the the Em. 
ſame pire- 
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ſame Office for Maximns, and ſurviv'd 
but a little while. And thus it fared with 
Epitynchanus, and Diotimus, with Anton; 
* Antoni- ms, and Fauſtina, with Celery , * and the 
mes Pla“ Em Adrianus ; they aſſiſted at one 
Fab. Funeral, and quickly made another them- 

ſelves. Thus poor Mortals moulder away! 


Marcus ANTONINUS'S 


Rherorick Where are thoſe Men of Reach, and Prog- 
our Em. noſtication ? And t'other haughty fan- 
peror, and taſtical Sparks? They made a great Noiſe, 
_ and Figure formerly, but what's become 
cizs Verut. Of them now ? Where are thoſe Cele- 
brated Philoſophers, Charax; Eud mon, 
Demetrius 'the;Platoniſt , and others of 
their Learning, and Character. Alaſs 
They took but a turn in the World, and 
are gone long ſince. Some of them have 
ſunk to Rights, and left no Memory be- 
hind them ; The Hiſtory of others is o- 
vercaſt, and dwindled into Fables, and a 
Third ſort have decayed farther, and 
dropt even out of a Romance. Your bu- 
ſineſs is therefore to remember, that after 
Death your Body will fall in peices, and 
fly off into Atomes ; And as for your Spi- 
rit, that will either be extinguiſh'd, or re- 
mov d into another Station. 

XXVI. Pleaſure and Satisfaction, con- 
liſts in following the Bent of Nature, and 
doing the things we were made for. And 
which way is this to be compaſs d? bY 
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the Practice of general Kindneſs, by 
neglecting the Importunity, and Cla- 
mour of our Senſes, by diſtinguiſnhing Ap- 
pearance from Truth , and by cantem- 


plating the Nature and Works of the Al- 


mighty. All this is acting according to 
kind, and keeping the Faculties in the 
Right Channel. 

XXVII. Every Man has three Relati- 
ons to acquit himſelf in : His Body helps 
to make one, the Deity another, and his 
Neighbours a Third. ve 

XXVIII. If Pain is an Afﬀiction, it 
mult affect either the Body or the Mind; 
if the Body is hurt, let it ſay fo; * As 
for the Soul, ſhe can ſecure the Paſles, and 
keep the Enemy at a diſtance ; Tis in 
her power to be invulnerable, by ſuppo- 
ling the Accident no Evil, which ſuppoſi- 
tion is very practicable; For Judgment and 


Appetite , Averſion and Deſire, and all 


the Equipage of Thought , are lodged 


within, and there no miſchief can come at 


them. * 


XXIX. Diſcharge common Prejudice, 
and the Fallacies of Fancy, by ſaying 
thus to your ſelf. Tis in my power to 
be as Eaſie, and as Innocent as tis poſſi- 
ble. To have nothing of Vice, of Ap- 
petite or Diſturbance in me. I am like- 
wiſe in a Condition to State the Value, 

and 


See Book 
7. dect. 16. 
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and | diſtinguiſh the Quality of Things, 
and make uſe of them care ho Theſe 
are all priviledges of Nature, aud ought to 
be remembred as ſuch. 

XXX. When you ſpeak in the Senate, 
or elſewhere, mind Decency and Cha- 
ractar more than Rhetorick; And let 
your Diſcourſe be always Sincere, and 
agree with your Meaning. 

XXXI. Arnguſtus his Court is buried 
long fince ; His Empreſs, and Daughter, 
His Grand Children, *and Sons in Law. 
his Siſter and A orippa, His Relations and 
Domeſticks, 9 and Underſacri- 
ficers, His Favourites, ſuch as Arius the 
Philoſopher, and Mecenas, they are all 
gone. 

Go on from ſingle Perſons to Families, 
that of the Pompeyes , for inſtance , and 
you'l find the whole Line Extinct. "This 
Man was the laſt of his Houſe , is not un- 
common upon a Monument. How ſo- 
licitous were the Anceſtors of ſuch People 
about an Heir; and yet the Family muſt 
of neceſſity fink, and the Blood fail at one 
time or other. 

XXXII. Govern your Life altogether 
by Meaſures , and Rules: And if every 
Action goes its due lengths, and holds up 
to opportunity, reſt contented : Now no 
Mortal can hinder you from putting your 

Affairs 
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Affairs in this condition. But may not 
ſome Obſtacle without interpoſe? No: 
Not ſo far as to prevent your Acting like 
a Man of Probity and Prudence. For all 
that, my Motions may be check d, and my 
8 Deſign balk'd : "Tis no matter for that. 
As long as you are eaſie under the Ob- 
ſtruction, and paſs on ſmoothly to what 
comes next; This Behaviour is as good as 
going thorough,and ſerves your Improve- 
ment, as-well as Succeſs. 

XXXIII. As to the Caſe of good For- 
tune; Take it without Pride, and Reſign 
vithout Reluctance. 

EXXXIV. If you have obſerv'd a Hand, 
or a Foot, cut off, and remov'd from the 
Body, juſt ſuch a thing is that Man to his 
Power, who is either a Malecontent, or 
Over: ſelfiſn; who {ſtruggles againſt Fate, 
or breaks off from thelntereſt of Mankind. 


« 
* 


8 


— r 


* 


the Maim, and ſet the Limb on again: 
This favour is allow d to no other part of 
the Creation. Conſider then the particular 
Bounty of God Almighty to Man in this 
privilege. He has ſet him above the Ne- 
ceſſity of breaking off from Nature, and 
Providence at all; But ſuppoſing his Miſ- 
| carriage, 


A eee 


This untoward behaviour amounts to e Book 
Amputation, and deſtroys the Union of — 
Nature. But here lies the Good-luck of 5-5. s % 
the Caſe ; Tis in your power to retrieve 
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and Prerogatives of Rational Beings} 
From the Soul of the Univerſe :* Among 


» a... 


carriage; Tis in his power to rejoin the MF 5 ( 


Body, and grow together again, and re.Wotters 
cover the advantage of being the ſanyſMgrowf 
Member he was at firſt. XX 

XXXV. Whence comes all the Power Wtil! w. 


ras, 
hat \ 
hey v 
enſibl 
ere, 

hem ? 
vould 
mmo! 


— 4 $2 


other Faculties, they have this which | 
am going to mention. For as God over 
rules all Mutinous Accidents, brings then 
under the Laws of Fate, and makes them 
ſerviceable to his purpoſe ; So tis in the 
power of Man, to make ſomething out of 


Sutter Aa; 


Wd 4, an abr et a Co 


every croſs Adventure, and turn all Op- nd D 
polition to Advantage. And v 

XXXVI. Don't take your whole Life in- NVould 
to your Head at a time, nor burthen you f the! 
ſelf with the weight of the Future, not Mies he 


Form an Image of all probable Misfor-Nemon 


tunes; This Method will but confound IM AX 
you. On the contrary, your way is upon Hs tb 
every Emergency, to put this Queſtion to Malent 
your ſelf, what intolerable Cirenmſtance is ubjec 
there in all this? For here your Honour XX 
will ſecure you, you be aſham d to aſſign untr. 
rticulars, and confeſs your ſelf Con- nt 
quer d. Beſides, you are to remember, that JW ©2P* 
neither what's pet nor what's to come Ml XL. 
needs afflict you, for you have only to deal ſW'stor 


d nc 


with the preſent. Now this is ſtrangely th; 
is 


leſſen d, if you take it ſingle, and by it 


ſelt ; 


-" 


DC 


MEDitAaTIONS, Oc. 145 


elf; Chide your Fancy therefore if it 
offers to ſhrink from a Moment, and 
grow faint under ſo ſlender a Tryal. 

XXXVII. Does Panthea and Pergamus 
ſtill wait at the Tomb of Verus, or Cha- 
ria, and Diotimus, at that of Adrian? * *©P l inces 
hat would be ſtuff indeed! And what if hae ſome 
hey were there, would thoſe Princes be of their 
enſible of the Service? Granting they r Bua. 
ere, what fatisfaction would it be to ſticks fir 
hem? And ſuppoſe they were pleaſed, <omftantly 
rould theſe Waitors laſt always? and be Tom 
mmortal 2 Are they not doom d to Age for ſom:- 
nd Death, with the reſt of Mankind ? ao 
And when they are dead, what a pickle Dead. 
$rould the Royal Ghoſts be in, for want 
$f their Attendance? Alaſs ! Theſe Fan- 
ies have nothing in them; All this Ce- 
emony muſt end at laſt in Stench andDuſt. 
XXXVIH. If you are fo diſcerning , 
ys the Philoſopher, make uſe of your 
alent to fome purpoſe; and let your 
ubject be proportionable to your Parts. 
XXXIX. I find no Moral Virtue which 
ontradicts and Combates Juſtice , this 
nt be afirm'd of Pleaſure , for here 
emperance comes in with a Reſtraint. 
XL. Tis Opinion which gives Being to 
fortune, don't fancy your ſelf hurt, 
4 nothing can touch you. But what, 
this Tou? Is it not ſome Notional, 
L Supet- 
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Superfine Thing ? No. 'Tis your Re 


{cn. But I am not fo lucky as to be al q: 1 
Rcaſon. Make your ſelf ſo then, and don At N 
let Reaſon Degenerate, and grow uneaſy a; 
In ſhort, when any thing troubles you, =. 
let this Thought be your Remedy. III 
XII. To be check d in the Function "Ws 
of Senſe and Motion and Deſire, is and?! 
vil to the Animal Life ; That which hin * 
ders the growth or flouriſhing of a V ke 
table, may be ſaid to be an Evil there. $M 8 1 
likewiſe to be cramp d in the Faculties iſ ae 
the Mind, is an Evil to an Jutelligent V 1, 8 
ture: Apply all this to your ſelf. Dos I 
Pleaſure or Pain Solicite, or Attack you YL 
Turn them over to your Sexes , and |: bile 

them anſwer fort. Does any thing ll ld 
croſs your undertaking? Why it you wee af 
poſitive and peremptory about it, and al... & 
your Heart upon't then the Diſappoin er. 
ment is really an Evil: But if you eng S f 
only upon Condition, the Nail would dri the 

and with a reſerve for Accidents, the 0 8 
no manner of hindrance or harm hi IV 
happen d to you; Indeed no Mori. vo 
can lay the Soul by the Heels, or put thy 
Reſtraint upon her. The Mind if ſhe wg, Ce 
but Arm her Thoughts, and Exert HM g. 

Courage, is Impregnable : And neit h, of, 
Fire nor Sword, Tongue nor Tyrant, a more 
touch her. g eno 


XLII. Wh 


MEeviTATIoNS, Oc. 147 


XLII. Why ſhould 1 Fret, and Vex, 

Ihat never willingly vex<d any body ? * ous 
Tertainly I can have no reaſon to be fremhere 
Pore unkind to my (elf, than to other do be un- 


der the 
| Fcople. Sence of 


III. Every Man has his particular ſome la- 
alt, and Inclination, but my pleaſure Siu. 
ss in Wiſe Thinking „and Reaſonable lage ex- 
defires : Give me a Sound and a Sober ordina- 
Inderſtanding : A Temper that never“ 

| | ils out either with Men, or Accidents : 
4 That takes all things with good humour, 
Inpates rightly upon their Value, and 
ts them to the Uſes they are fit for. 

; XLIV. Make the beſt of your Time 
hile you have it: Thoſe who are fo ſo- 
itous about Fame, and think of Living 
re after they are Dead, ſuch Men I ſay 
Fre conſider that the World won't mend 
growing older; That Future Genera- 
ons, will be as weak, and Diſobliging, 
the preſent What then can the noiſe 
Opinions of ſuch little Mortals fignifie ? 
XLV. Toſs me into what Climate or 
ate you pleaſe : For allthatTle keep my 
mus * in good Humour, that is my 
Vn Conſcience, if 'tis Good, ſhall make 
Happy 3 Let me but perform the Du- 
$ Of a Reaſonable Nature, and Ile ask 
more, What! Is this Miſadventure 
g enough to ruſfle my Mind, and throw 
1 her 
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1 


1 Our 
oth 
villl 


her of the Hinges 2 To make her Mean, 
Craving, and Servile, and to fright het 
from the Privileges of her Nature ? What 


is there that can juſtifie ſuch Diſorders, andMinleſ 


make ſatisfaction for them? 

XLVI. No Accident can happen to anom!) 
Man but what is conſequent to his ConMoucce 
dition, and common to his kind. Anihat c 
the ſame thing may be affirm'd of a Beal XI 
a Tree, or a Stone. Now if things farMhe en 
no otherwiſe than according to Kind, ani 


pleaſe. But if the condition of yollMhat fe 
Mind diſguſts you; who ſhould hind 
you from rectifying your Miſtakes, from | 
ſetting your Thoughts in order? Fartihan y 
it you arc Aiſturb'd becauſe you are ua 
Active and Bold in the Diſcharge of yc 
Duty: If this be your Caſe, your waMWlly th 
to fall on, and doe ſomething . and 1 
lye growling at your own Omiſſion. Nn A 
ou are under ſome inſuperable Dificui 
If you have done your utmoſt, nere er is 
' 
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n, {our {elf about the Matter? For you have 
get nothing to anſwer for. It may be you 
na vill ſay, tis not worth my while to Live 
ndnleſs this Buſineſs can be effected. Wh 
then e en Dye; But take your leave hand- 
a omly: Go off as ſmoothly, as if you had 
o ucceeded; And bent angry with thoſe 
hat diſappointed you. PE 
XLVIII. The Mind is invincible when 
e exerts her ſelf, and relys upon her 
pn Courage ; In this Caſe there's no 
nWorcing her Vi, tho ſhe has nothing but 
Wbſtinacy for her Defence. What then 
uſt her ſtrength be when ſhe is fortified 
ith Reafon, and Engages upon Thought 
Ind Deliberation 2 A Soul unembarraſs'd 
ti ith Paſſion, * is the moſt impregnable That has 
hinWecurity 3 Hither we may retire, and de- Naabing of 
je our Enemies: He that ſees not this x 
[ Advantage , muſt be ignorant, and he e. 
vat forgets to uſe it, Unhappy. was 
in XIIX. Doti't add to your Information it 
rom without, nor make more of things 
ron your Sexſes Report. For Inſtance :; 
> Wu are told that fuch a one has ſpoken 
of you. Right, But that you are re- 
van the worfe for't, is no part of the 
d News; And if you think fo, tis your 
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71 Addition : Again: I ſee my Child 
ye Sick: True; But that he is in Dan- 


err is more than I ſee; And therefore if! 
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conclude ſo, I muſt thank my ſelf fort them 
Thus always ſtop at the firſt Repreſentau. And! 
on, and you are ſafe : Inferences , and Oare 
Supplemental Fancies, do but make a MarW But is 
Unhappy. But if you will Reafonupon't. MW Room 
( which may not be unſerviceable) do Ml (elf. 
the right way: Doe it like a Man th LI. 
has look d through the World, and is no ſturb 
Stranger to any thing that can happen. and! 
L. Does your Cucumber taſt bitter your 
Let it alone. Are there Brambles in you ſudde 
way ? Avoid them then. Thus far yo over 
are well: But then don't ask what does tl ment 
World with ſuch ſtuff as this is? This is toy threa 
be too Bold, and Impertinent ; And them 
Natural Philoſopher would laugh at you your 
This Expoſtulation is juſt as Wiſe as Priv. 
would be to find fault with a Carpente All 
for having Saw-duſt, or a Taylor Shred muc 
in his Shop ; They know where to be Sprit 
ſtow them, tho you don't. Nay if you ter is 
examine farther, the Abſurdity is too bil guag 
for the Compariſon : For Univerſal N- 


ture has no place for Refuſe out of he diſp! 
ſelf. All things are lodged within be 35 © 
Circumference. Here tis that they gro to uU 
Old, and Moulder, and ſcem good for 9ninę 
thing. But then under all theſe . Diſad le. 


vantages the wonder of her ContrivancM ing 
is ſuch, that ſhe Melts them down, and 
Reroins them in another Figure, and ſens 

then 
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chem new and ſhining from the Mint. 


And thus ſhe neither wants any Foreign 
Oare, or Bye place to throw the Droſs in: 
But is always abundantly furniſh'd with 
Room, and Matter, and Art, within her 
ſelf. 

LI. Be not heavy in Buſineſs, nor di- 
ſturb'd in Converſation, nor Rambling , 
and Impertinent in your Thoughts. Keep 
your Mind from running adrift ; from 
ſudden Surprize, and Tranſports, and don't 
overſet your {ſelf with too much Employ- 
ment. Do they Curſe you? Do they 
threaten to Kill, and Quarter you ? Let 
them go on: They can never murther 
your Reaſon, nor your Virtue : Thoſe 
Privileges run for Life if you pleaſe. 
All this Barbarity figniffes little. Tis 
much as if a Man that ſtands by a Lovely 
Spring ſhould fall arailing on't : T he Wa- 
terisnever the worſe for his foul Lan- 
guage: And if he ſhould throw in Dirt, 
or Dung, *twould quickly diſappear, and 
diſperſe, and the Fountain be as wholſom: 
as ever: Which way now are you to go 
to work, to keep your Springs always run- 
ning, and never Stagnate into a Poo! - 
[le tell you: You mult be always Drudg- 
ing at the Vertnes of Freedom, and Inde- 
pendance ; Of Sincerity , Sobriety , and 
Good nature. Make vour ſelf but Ma- 
L 4 ſter 


— 


— 


152 Marcus ANTONINUS S 


ſter of theſe Qualities, and your buſineſs 
is done. [7 
LI. He that's unacquainted with the 
Origine, and firſt Cauſe of the World, 
and with that Providence that Governs 
it, muſt be at a loſs to know where He is, 
and what Empire he lives under: And he 
that can't tell the Ends he was made for, 
is Ignorant both of himſelf, and the 
World too: And he that's uninſtructed in 
either of theſe two Points, will ne're be 
able to look into the Deſign of His Beis. 
And yet there are abundance of People 
that would be puzzled at theſe Queſtions, 
What do you think then of His Diſcreti- 
on, that's anxious about what is ſaid of 
Him; and values either the Pratfe , or 
the Cenfure of thoſe little Folks, that 
know neither where They are, nor who? 
IIII. Nothing can be more Vain than 
the Courting of Popular Applauſe. What 
Are you ſo Ambitions of a Man's 
Word, that it may be in an Hours time 
ſhall Curſe himſelf to the Pitt of Hell ? 
Are you ſo fondof being in their Favour , 
that can't keep in their own? Striving to 
pleaſe thoſe People that can't pleaſe them- 
ſelves, is to no manner of purpoſe ! And 
how can they be ſaid to pleaſe themſelves, 
who are diſſatisfied with their Conduct 
at every turn, and Repent of almoſt every 
thing they do ? LIV. Let 
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IIV. Let your Soul receive the Deity 


as your Blood does the Air , for the Teil 
| ences ofthe ofie, ure no leſs Vital than 
the other, This Correſpondence is very 
practicable: For there's an Arhbient Orh- 
nipreſent Spirit, which lies as open, aH 


pervious to yout Mind, as the Air you 


LV. Wickednefs is no Subſtande, r Sepæ- 


rate Being, and thetefore one World think 
| it ſhould be no Neceſſary Nulſattce: Tt ſub- 
| fiſtsonly in particular Subjects, 
it does no harm to any thing that's Fo- 
| reign. Tis only a Plague 7s the Breaft 
i lies in ; and does no body any miſ- 
| chief] but him that may de rid 8fft when- 
ever he pleaſes. Bakke E 


atid here 


LVI. My Thoughts: abt thy” Will, are 


as much my own, as my Coutitution: 
and no more concert d in the Conduct of 


another Man, than my Blocd is in the 


beating of anothet Body's Pulſe: For tho 
we are born for the Ser vice of each other; 
let our Liberty is Independent, and our 
| Souls all left to our ſelves : Otherwife my 
| Neighbours Miſcatriaze might be my Miſ- 
fortune. But God Das preverited this 
{ Conſequence, leaſt it ſhould be in anothers 
1 Power to make me Unhappy. | 


LVII. The 


Mrofrirloxs, Oe. — 


| breath does to yout Lungs : But then you *s we 
| muſt remember to be diſpes'd to dra it. 
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LVII. The Sun is Diffus'd and beſtow 
himſelf every where , but this ſeeming 
Expence never Exhauſts him: The rea. 
ſon is,becauſe heis ſtretched like a Thread, 
and not powr'd out like a Liquour. And 

„ thus his Beams have their name from Ex- 
gart g, tention. As for the Properties and Phi- 
Jeirasg as loſophy of a Ray, you may obſerve them, 
— 4 if you pleaſe to let it into a dark Room 
rour ij. through a, narrow paſſage. Here you! 
ſee it move in a right Line, till 'tis broken, 
and as it were divided in Reflexion : by 
having its progreſs ſtopd upon a ſolid Bo- 
dy: And here the Light makes a ſtand , 
without. dropping, or ſliding off. Thus 
you ſhould let your Senſe ſnine out upon 
Converſation : There's no fear of Emp- 
tying your anderſtanding : And when 
you meet with Oppoſition 7 ne're Tilt, and 
Batter againſt it, nor yet drop your Ta- 
lent in Deſpair. No: Let your Beams 
ſpread themſelves, and play on, and En- 
: 00 where they find a Capacity : : And 
as for that Body that won't tranſmit the 
Light, it does but darken it ſelf , by its 
Reſi ſtance. f 
- LVIIE. He that dreads Death, is either 
afraid that his Sences will be extingviſh d, 
or alter d: Now if the Powers are loſt, 
the Pain muſt be ſo too; For if he has 
no Faculties, he'l have no Feeling. But 
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if he has new Perceptions, and another 
| Sett of Sences, he will be another Crea- 
ture; and then he will live ſtill, as 
| take it. FREED 
| LIX. Men are born to be ſerviceable 
| to one another, therefore either Refor 
| the World, or bear with it. A 
| LX. Underſtanding does not always 
drive onward like an Arrow. The Mind 
| ſometimes by. making a Halt, and goin 
round for Advice, hits the Mark ts 
better, than if ſhe had let fly directly up- 
on it. 
LXI. Look nicely into the Thoughts of 
other People, and give them the ſame 
Freedom with your Own. | 


BOOK IX. 


TO play the Knave is to Rebel againſt 
Religion, all fort of Injuſtice is no 

leſs then High Treaſon againſt Heaven: 
For ſince the Nature, or Soul of the Uni- 
verſe has made Rational Creatures for 
mutual Service, and Support; Made them 
that they ſhould Aſſiſt, and Oblige each 
other, according to the Regards of Cir- 
cumſtance, and Merit; but never do any 
body any Harm: The Caſe ſtanding thus, 
he that croſſes upon this Deſign, is Pro- 
phane in his Contradiction, and Outra- 
ges 


: God. 


—— — - - „ . 


— —— —ñääͤͤ m_——_ — _—————_ ————_ co 


. 
_— — — 1 
„ — 

_—_ 


5 — 


156 | Marcus AN roNtNus 


ges the moſt Antient Deity. For the N 
tare of the Univerſe is the Cauſe of it, 
and that which gives it Being. Thus all 
things are one Family, ſuited , and 4 it 
were of Kin to each other. This Nature 
is alſo ſtiled Truth, as being the Baſis of 
Firſt Principles, and Certainty. He there- 
fore that tellsa Lye knowingly, is an Ir- 
religions Wretch ; For by deceiving his 
Neighbour , he is unjuſt to him; and 
Cheats him of the Truth to which he has 
a Natural Right. And he that's guilty of an 
Untruth out of Ignorance, 1s lyable to 
the ſame Charge, ( tho? not in the ſame 
Depree, ) becauſe his Tgnorance is Vo- 
luntary, and Aﬀetted ; becanſe he diſ- 
ſents from the Mind of Providence, brings 
Diſorder into the World, and oppoſes the 
firſt Settlement of Nature. He ſeems to 
be fond of Confuſions, to declare for the 
Intereſt of Error, and take the Field a- 
gainſt Certainty and Science. By neg- 
Iecting the afſiſtances of Heaven, and the 
Talent he was born too; He has parted 
with the Guide of his Underſtanding, loſt 
the Teſt of Truth, and the diſtinction of 
Right, and Wrong. Farther: He that 
reckons Proſperity and Pleaſure among 
Things really Good; Pain and Hard- 
ſhip amongſt Things really Evil, can be 
20 Pious Perſon : For fucha Man w be 
ſure 


— 
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ſure to complain of the Adminiſtrations 
of Providence, Charge it with Miſmatch- 

ing Fortune, and Merit, and miſapplying 
Rewards and Puniſhments : He'l often ſee 
Il People furniſh'd with Materials for 
Pleaſure, and Regaled with the Reliſh of 
it: And good Men harraſs d and depreſt, 
and meeting with nothing but Misfor- 
tune. To go on: He that's afraid of 
pain, or Afﬀicion;will be afraid of ſome- 
thing that will always be in the World; but 
to be thus uneaſie at the Appointments of 
Providence, is a failure in Reverence, and 
Reſpect. On the other hand; He that's 
violent in the purſuit of Pleaſure, won't 
* ſtick to turn Villain for the Purchaſe : 
And is not this plainly , an Ungracious , 
and an Ungodly Humour? Jo ſet the Mat- 
ter Right, where the Allowance of God is 
| equally clear; as it is with Regard to 
| Proſperity, and Adverſity : For had he 
not approved both theſe Conditions, He 
would never have made them: I ſay 
where the Good Liking of Heaven is e- 
qually clear, Ours ought to be ſo too: 
Becauſe we ought to follow the Gaidauce 
of Nature , and the Senſe of the Deity. 
That Man therefore that does not Com- 
ply with Providence in the ſame Indiffe- 
rence of Notion, with reſpe& to Pleaſ — 
| an 


——_ 


n .. 


Marcus AN TONINus's 


and Pain; Life and Death, Honour, and 
Infamy; He that does not this, without 
ſtruggling of Paſſions, without Unman- 
ageable Preference, or Averſion; is no 
Friend to the Divine Oeconomy; His 
Thoughts are Leud, and Mutinous, and ſo 
would his Actions be too, if he had Power. 

By ſaying that Univerſal Nature, or 
God ſtands equally Affected to theſe dif- 
ferent Diſpenſations, the meaning 1s that 
they are both comprehended in the gene- 
ral Scheme, and equally conſequent to the 
firſt Eſtabliſhment. They were Decreed 
by the Almighty from the Beginning, and 
{truck out with the Lines of the Creation. 
Then twas that the Plan of Providence 
was drawn, and the Fate of Futurity De- 
termin d. Then Nature was made Proli- 
fick, and enabled to bring forth in due 
Time: Then the whole Stock of Beings, 
the Revolutions of Fortune, and the Suc- 
ceſſions of Time, were all ſtated, and ſet 
a going. 

II. He is better Bred, and more a Gen- 
tleman, that takes leave of the World 
without a blot in hisScutcheon ; And has 
nothing of Falſhood and Diſſimulation, of 
Luxury, or Pride to tarniſh his Character. 
But when a Man 1s once dipt in theſe Vi- 
ces, the next belt thing is for him to quit, | 
rather than live on, and be an Old Sin- 


. * 8 
5 22 F page 6 ol 
2 8 « "VER. % Pg P * * 1 3 8 4 n 
p A 9 * E ³˙¹¹lwꝛü 8 os ̃¶aůi rnd dis ad 
N * * ” a non aut po Rene RE OE EE no SE 3 — . 
* * N * „, 2 nh 3 
5 ee , 6 M 4 2 


. Sbatd 


er. 


— Al. _—_——— 


— —— . 
— ——ů ů — 


MxvpirTaTIONS, Oc. 159 


ner. I ſuppoſe you underſtand the 
Plague too well not to run away from it ? 
And what's the Plague? Why if you are 
a Knave,or a Libertine,you have the Tok- 
ens upon you. The Infection of the Mind 
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is ten times worſe then that of the Air; 
The Malignity is not near ſo fatal in the 
Blood, as in the Will; For the Brute only 
ſuffers in the firſt Caſe, but the Man in the 
other. 

III. Don't Contemn Death, but take 
it hand ſomly, and willingly ; Look upon 
it as part of the Product of Nature, and 
one of thoſe things which Providence has 
been pleas d to Order. For as Vouth, and 
Age, Growth, and Declenſion, Down, 
and Gray Hairs, Prægnancy, and Birth, &c. 
are all natural Actions, conſequences of 
Time, and Incidents of Life; ſo alſo is Dy- 
ing and Diſſolution, every jot as much ac- 
cording to Common Courſe as the reſt. 
A wiſe Man therefore, muſt neither run 
Giddily, nor ſtaulk Haughtily into his 
Grave; He muſt look upon Death as Na- 
tures Buſineſs, and wait her Leiſure, a: Weener 
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he does for the Progreſs, and Maturity of ſeems co 


X wg as contraditt 
other Things : * For as you don't over- Sede 


drive a Fætus, but let it take its own Opinion 
time, and come into the World when tis of tbe 


Lawful- 


ready ; So you ſhould ſtay in the other ne of 
Caſe, till opportunity preſents, and Things Sel Mur: 
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jures his Neighbour, hurts himſelf, for to 


are Ripe; and your Soul drops out of the vl 
Husk of her own accord, But if you ſtand WW ty, it 


in need of a Vulgar Remedy, and want 2 well 


Cordial to make Dying go down the bet. W and | 


ter, you ſhall have it. Conſider then what I in pc 
fort of World. and what fart of Humours, happ 


you will be Rid of! Tis true you are V 


not to fall- fonl upon Mankind, but to treat N ces; 


them with Kindnefs and Temper: But I your 


ſtill you may remember that you don't 
live among People juſt of your own Mind, 
and Fancy: Indeed if your Humours Hit 
it, and your Underſtandings were all ſet I Being 
to the ſame Tune z Such a Unanimity a- all L 
mongſt Mortals , might reaſonably Re- for A 
commend Lite, and make us loath to part {niſh'c 
with it: But you perceive the Matter is Mme 
quite otherways: And that vaſt Diſtur- vice. 
bances are bred by different Opinions: In- IX 
ſomuch that now we ought rather to Pe- {Wlity 
tition Death to make haſt, for fear we Fart! 
ſhould be Teaz'd out of out Reaſon , and {One 
looſe our beſt Thoughts in a Crow'd. And 

IV. He that commits a Fault Abroad, pref 
is a Treſpaſſer at Home; And he that in- 


make himſelf an ill Man is a ſhrew'd Miſ- Nupw. 
chief. os Abo! 

V. Omiſſions no leſs than Cammiſhons, [{itior 
are oftentimes Branches of Injuſtice. the! 
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VI. If your judgment pronounces right- 


| iy, if your Actions are Friendly, and 
| well-meant, if your Mind is contented , 
and refign'd to Providence ; If you are 
in poſſeſſion of theſe Bleſſings, you are 
happy enough in all Conſcience. 
VII. Don't be impos'd on by Appearan- 
t W ces; check your Fancy, and moderate 
t your Heat; and keep your Reaſon al- 
ways in her own Power. 

tone kind, and fo are thoſe of Rational 
t Beings, tho of a high Order. And thus 


- {Wall Living Creatures that have occaſion 


bor Air, and Earth, and Light, are fur- 
't niſhd at the ſame Shop; and have the 
is ame Elements, and Sun at their Ser- 
- {Wvice. * 

- 1X. Things of the ſame common Qua- 
- FWlity have a Tendency to their Kind: 
'e {WeEarthy Bodies tumble to the Ground, 
d One drop of Moiſture runs after another; 


And thus Air where tis predominant , G:aad pri 


preſſes after Air: And nothing but Force, 


and Violence, can keep theſe things aſun- 
0 der. Fire likewiſe mounts , and reaches 


mpwards, to make after its own Element 
\bove : This property gives it a Diſpo- 
tion to propagate it's Species, and joyn 
other Fires here Below; And for this 
reaſon it catches eaſily upon all Fuel a * 
| "the 


8, 


VIII. The Souls of Brutes are all of 


3 
Section 
proves 
that Man- 
kind are 


in the 


vileges of 
ature. 


_— S — & 
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tle more dry than ordinary; becauſe here Con 
the Qualities oppoſite to Accenſion, are Not 
weak and diſabled. Thus all Beings which 
partake of the ſame common Thought, and liest 
Underſtanding, have a natural Inſtint ly u 
for Correſpondence. with their own Kind: Rea 
only with this difference, that the higher brea 
any thing ſtands in the Scale of Being, wou 
the ſtronger it is inclin'd to Communica- nitic 
tion with its own Order, and Diſtincti- I thet 
on. To illuſtrate the Argument, we find ſom 
the force of Nature, and Blood, very MW 2pit 
Active amongſt Brute Animals; As ap- Eler 
pears by their running together in Herds, ¶ unſc 
and Swarms according to Kind; by their I fom 
providing for their Young Ones, and by X 
that Reſemblance of Love, and Affection, duct 
which is carried on among them. Theſe oft! 
Animals have a Soul in them, by conſe-M Tis 
quence their Principle of Union is more ip to 
vigorous than in Stocks, and Stones, To apa 
go on to Reaſonable Creatures; And laid 
here we may obſerve Mankind united by Hon 
publick Counſels, and Common-wealths , WM Ve « 
by particular Friendſhips, and Families; I {tan 
And when War has work'd them to the ſem 
greateſt Miſunderſtanding, They have e- Wat 
'The Em. ven then the benefit of Correſponding by i & 
Fes Truce, and Articles: Farther to Inſtance }W vice 
che Star“ in a higher Order; the Stars,“ though tem 
8 not Neighbours in Situation, move f vas 
5 : Concett, 


* 
c 
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Concert. Thus where Things are more 
e Noble, and Nature riſes, Sympathy riſes 
too, and Operates at a diſtance. But here 
d lies the Miſery ort: Mankind are ſtrang- 
y unfortunate with the privilege of their 
: Reaſon ! They are the only Beings which 
break through the Force of Inſtin&, and 
„ would make the Alliances of Nature ſig- 
2- niſie nothing. But tho they run from 
i- their Kind, they are catched again in 
11 ſome meaſure. For you ſhall ſooner ſee 
ya piece of Earth refuſe to lye by its own 
p- Element, than find any Man ſo perfect! 
, unſociable, as not to Correſpond with 
eit ſome body or other. 

by X. Every thing afords ſome pro- 
1", duct; God, and Men, and the World all 
eſe of them bear Fruit in their proper Seaſons; 
ſe- ¶ Tis true, Uſe has reſtrain d this ſignification 
ore to Vines, and Trees; But this Cuſtom 
To apart, Reaſon may properly enough be 
\nd 8 {aid to Bear, when tis ſerviceable both at 
by WM Home, and to the Publick : eſpecially if 
hs, we confider that the Fruit of the Under- 
es; ſtanding keeps cloſe to its Kind, and re- 
the ſembles the Stock more fully than that 
e- which grows in the Garden. 

XI. Give an injurious Perſon good Ad- 
vice, and Reform him if you can. If not, 
remember that your Clemency, and Temper 
was given you for this Tryal; That the 

XX 2 God's 
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God's are ſo patient, and Benign , as to 
paſs by the perverſneſs of Men, and ſome- 
times to Aſſiſt them over and above in 
their Health, Fame, and Fortune. Juſt 
thus may you doif es pleaſe, if not, let 
me know the Impediment. 

XII Don't drudge like 2 Galley Slave; 
nor do buſineſs in ſuch a Laborious man- 
ner, as if you had a mind to be pitied, or 
wondred at; Let your Motives be more 
Solid; And either put on, or make a Halt, 
as publick Reaſon, and Convenience ſhall 
direct you. 

XIII. To day I ruſhed clear out of all 
Misfortune; or rather I threw Misfortune 
from me; for to ſpeak trith; it was no 
Out-Jyer, nor ever any farther off than my 
own Fancy. 

XIV. All things are the ſame over a- 
gain, and nothing but what has been 
ferv'd up to our Fore-fathers : They are 
ftale upon Experiment ; Momentary in 
their Laſting, and Coarſe in their Matter. 

XV. Things, or Accidents ſtand with- 
out Doors, and keep their Diſtance, and 
neither know, or Report any things a- 
bout themſelves ; what is it then that 
pronounces upon their Quality, and makes 


ec Book them look frightfully? Nothing but your 
«. $4.39. Own Fancy, and Opinion. 


XVI. As Virtue, and Vice conſiſt in 
Act ion, 


MevpitatioNs, Oc. 165 


Action, and not in the Impreſſions of the 
Sences ; ſo tis not what they Feel, but 
| what they Doe, which makes Mankind ei- 
| ther Happy, or Miſerable, * 


XVII. Tis all one to a Stone whether 


tis thrown upwards, or downwards; 
The mounting, or ſinking of the Motion, 
| does not make the Thing, one jot the 
better, or the worſe. * 
| XVIII. Examine the fize of 1 — See Book 
| Senſe and the Condition of their Un 

| ſtandings, and you'l never be fond of Po- 
| pularity, or afraid of Cenſure. 


XIX. All things are in a perpetual Flux, 


and a ſort of Conſumption; you your 
ſelf are ſo, and the whole World keeps 
you Company. 


XX. Don't diſturb your ſelf about the 


irregularities of other People, but let eve- 
ty bodies Fault lye at their own Doors. 


XXI. The intermiſſion of Action, and 


| aſtop in Appetite, and Thought, are a 
| kind of Death. 
| preſent, and yet there is no harm in't. Go 


upon the Faculties for the 


on now to the different Periods of Life: 


And here you'l find Infancy, Youth, Man- 
hood, and Old-age treading upon the 


Heels of each other, and the Firſt as it 
were cut down, and diſpatehd by the lat- 
ter. And where lies the Damage, and 
Terror of all this? Proceed to your 

M 2 Grand- 


I- $.5ect. 20, 
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Grandfathers time, and to that of your 
Father, and Mother, and run over as much 
Ground, in Changes, Decay, and Death 
as you pleaſe; And when you have done, 
ask your ſelf what great Grievance there 
is in the Contemplation: And when you 
find nothing extraordinary, you may con- 
clude that Ending, and Alteration will fit 
no harder upon your Life, than upon thoſe 
before you. 1 0 
XXII. Make a ſtand for Thought 
and Enquiry, andſurvey your own Mind, 
that of the * Univerſe, and that of the 
Perſon who has Diſoblig'd you: Your 
own, that you may keep it Honeſt, God- 
Almighty's, that you may know who you 
are part of, and to whom you belong: 
the Offenders , that you may diſcover 
whether his Fault was Ignorance, or Ma- 
lice : And here you ſhould likewiſe re- 
member, that you are of Kin to him. 
XXIII. As you are a Member of Society 
your ſelf, ſo every Action of yours ſhould 
tend to the Renefit, and Improvement of 
it. So that when you do any thing which 
has neither immediate, or remote Refer- 
rence to general Advantage; you make a 
Breach in the Common Intereſt , deſtroy 
the Unity of Publick Life, and are as re- 
ally guilty of a Seditious behaviour, as a 
Malecontent that Embroyls a Tg. 
and 


1 — 


and Draws off a Faction from the Govern- 
ment. | 


for Rambling from a Life of Reaſon, and 18. 
| for not being contented with Doing what 
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XXIV. The Buſineſs of Mankind is 


ſtrangely Trifling and Tranſient; Things 


are ſo Hollow, and ſo quickly Hurried off, 


that the World looks ſomewhat like a 
Scene of Necromancy , and ſeems to be 
| more Apparition than real Life. zee Br ok 


XXV. Penetrate the Quality of Forms, ect 33. 


| and take a View of them, abſtracted from 

| their Matter ; And when you have done 

| this, Compute the common Period of 

| their Duration. * th See Book 


XXVII. You have been a great ſufferer Ja oY 2 


you were Made for. og 
XXVH. When, People treat you ill, 


| blame your Conduct, or report any thing 
to your Diſadvantage; ſhoot your ſelf 


into the very Soul of them; rummage 

their Underſtandings, 'and fee how their 

Heads are Furniſh'd; A thorough En- 

quiry into this Matter will ſet you at reſt: 

vou! be fully convinc'd that the Opinion 

of ſuch Mortals is not worth one trouble- 

ſome Thought. However you muſt be kind 

to them, for Nature has made them your 
Relations. Beſides, the God's“ give . nog 
them all fort of Countenance, Advertiſe yarern 
them by Dreams and Prophecy, and help guete 


de fol- 
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* God, 


them to thoſe things they have a Mind 
tO. 


XXVIII. This uncertain World is al- 
ways Rolling, and turning things Topſy- 
turvy. Now the San of the Quiverſe * 
either purſues the Courſe of Time ; De- 
ſcends to Particulars, and exerts it ſelf up- 
on every Effect, or elſe Matter, and Mo- 
tion were put into ſuch order at firft, that 
Things fhould do of themſelves, and 
—_ up the Model by neceſſary Conſe- 
quence : Take iteither way, _ the Ad- 
miniſtration will lye in the ſame Hands; 
And that's ſufficient to make you quiet. 
But if neither of theſe Hypotheſes's will 
ſatisſie, you maſt fet Epicurus's Atomes 
at the Helm, and make them juſtle out a 
World in the Dark. In a Word; 3 If mou 
Governs, all's well : But if Things ar 
left to themſelves, and ſet adrift , dont 
you Ramble, and Float after them. To 
conclude. We ſhall quickly be all Under- 
ground: And cer Jong the Earth it ſelf 


muſt be chang'd into ſomething elſe; 


And that Fa into another Forza, and 
ſo on iz infinitum. Now he that con- 
ders theſe Everlaſting Alterations, this 
conſtant Toſſing, and Tumbling, and oy 
faſt Revolutions ſucceed: each other; 

that confiders this I ſay, will haue = a 
mean Opinion of what the World, can 
afford. XXIX. Nature 
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d XXIX. Nature runs Rapid like a Tor- 

rent, and ſweeps All Things; What See BOOK 
- Wwrctched eee, 9. 
-in Virtue, and Philoſophy 2 * Heark you. 
* WEFricad, no more Hypocriſie and — n. 
no prudential Knavery, no claſhy ver d a- 
Politics and Morals} Came} Let Ho- inf tbe 


navery 


neſty be ſerv d firſt, Do what God requtes of the 8. 
it of you, and Truſt for the Iſſus and Event: — 
d fall on then, as occaſiom offers, and nerctto the 
look about for Company, and Commen- Folicicks. 


dation However, I would not have yu 
3; expect Plato's Common-wealth : That 
t. ¶ Draught is too fine; and your Moxtals will 
ne re xiſe up to it. As the Woald goes, 2 
moderate Reformation is a great Paint, 
and therefore reſt contented. If we can 
but govern Peoples Hands, we maſk let 
their Hearts and their Heads go free. To 
Cure them all of their Folly and ill Prin- 
ciples, is impracticable. And yet unlefs 
you can Change their Opinions, their 
it Subjection will be all Force, and Differ 
'3 bling. But you ſay, were not Alexarder, 
d Philip, and Demetrius Phalereus under the 
. Rules of theſe pretended: Philaſophers? 
is And what a Noble Figure do they make 
win Hiſtory ? Granting all that, I have aque- 
je ſtion, or two to askthem. Had they a right 
a Notion of the Laws of Nature, and were 
in they Juſt, and Generous in good _ n 


170 Marcus ANTONINUS 5 
I their Virtues were all Shew and Varniſh, 
Ideſire to be excus d the Imitation. Phi- 

loſophy is a Modeſt Profeſſion, tis all re. 
ality and plain-dealing. I hate Solemnity, 


o 1 


and Pretence, with nothing but Pride at 


—— C—_—_—_ 


pit hin 


1 


the Botton. 
XXX. Fly your Fancy into the Clouds, 
aud from this Imaginary Height, take a 
View of Mortals here Below. What 
' ſtrange Medly of Management, what con- Mb 
fuſion of Proſpect is here > What infinite NWor! 
Variety in Religion, Government, and little 
Fortune? Go on with the Speculation, N ho-] 
ſtretch your Thoughts over Time and near 
Nature, and look upon Things in the 


inn 
different Aſpects of the paſt, and the pre- Sn 
ſent, Confider how the World withers, The 
and wears off; that the Ages before, were ¶ Dea 
unacquainted with you, and ſo will ma- ble. 
ny of thoſe that come After. That nei- X 
ther your Power, nor your Fame, rea- No 
ches far among the Barbarians; how many And 
are there that never heard of your Name, Tin 
how many that will quickly Forget you, thet 
and how many that Admire you Now, will I will 
Cenſure you Afterwards? In ſhort , Me- d 
mory, and Fame, and all thoſe Things ple. 
which are commonly ſo much Valued, are ¶ loo 
no better than Toys, and Amuſements. ſpe 
XXXI. Be always Eaſie, and Upright; ¶ anc 


Let Fortitude Guard without, and Honeſty uc 
if 


wi / hin: 


gp__— ——_— 


— 
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within z Keep your Mind, and your Mo- 


tions true to the Intereſt of Mankind, for 
then you know your Faculties are in the 
right poſture, that Nature has ſet them. 


XXXII The greateſt part of your trou- 
ble lies in your Fancy, and therefore you 
may Diſengage your ſelf when you pleaſe. 


Ill tell' you which way you may Move 


much more Freely, and give Eaſe, and El- 
bow-room to your Mind. Take the whole 
World into your Contemplation, and the 
little time you are to Live in't. Conſider 
how faſt the Scenes are ſhifted, and how 
near the End of all things lies to their Be- 
ginning! But then the Extent of Dura- 
tion in which we are nothing concern d! 
The Ages before our Birth, and after our 
Death, are both Infinite and Unmeaſura- 


ble. 5 


XXXIII. Whatever makes a Figure 


| Now, will quickly Decay, and Diſppear : 


And thoſe that Gaze upon the Ruins of 


| Time, will be bury'd under them. And 
| then the Longeſt, and the Shorteſt Liver, 


will be both in the ſame Condition. 
XXXIV. If you would walk within Peo- 
ple, and diſcover their Intentions, and 
look through their Ceremony, and Re- 
ſpect, you muſt ſtrain for Obſervation ; 


and (trip them to the Soul if you can: 


Such a narrow Enquiry will, among other 
Things, 


— — 
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Gods in Being, and none able to Con- tin 


Things, bring a great deal of Vanity t 
Light; yes, Mortals are very full of them 
ſelves; When they Commend, or Cen. arthe 
ſure, do you a good, or an ill Turn, Thy 
are ſtrangely conceited of the perform 
ance. | 

XXXV. The Diſſolution of Forms, 2%” 
no loſs in the Maſs of Matter. Thing" 
are Chang'd this way tis true, but the piſhr 
don't Periſh., Providence by which ale, 
things are well contriv'd , Delights nM" 
thefe Alterations, They have always had 
their Range in the World , and always 
will have. What then? Will you blame Neaſie 
the Conduct of the Firſt Cauſe? Were al 
Things Made, and muſt they always. be The 
out of Order? What ! Are there ſo mam i 


quer, and Correct this Evil? And is Na- 
ture indeed condemn d to an Everlaſting 


Misfortune? 2 
XXXVI. The Materials of Bodies, if Na 
ou examine them, are ſtrangly Coarſe : W»*: 
"hoſe that are Animated have little in hi 
them but Water, and Duſt, and Bones, 0 e 
and ſomething that's offenſive. And then WW 
if you go to Mettals, Minerals ec. Mar- 
ble is no more than a Callous Excreſcence, W 
nor Gold and Silver any better than the 10 
Dregs and Sediment of the Earth. Fine of 


Cloths are nothing but Hair twiſted toge- 
| ther; 


— 


MEvDiTATIONS, Oc. 173 


ittle Fiſh. * And thus I might 


her; and ſmear d with the Blood of A 
proceed Thi. 
arther. And as for Spirits, they are ſome- Purple 


what of Kin to the reſt, and are Chaſed Dye. 


rom one Figure to another, * | * TheSto- 


XXXVII. Come ! You have lived long — 


nough, unleſs you could make more ont: Compoſi- 
eres nothing but Grumbling, and A- don of 


piſnneſs, to be met with: What makes Fire and 
you Diſturbed 2 What can you 


prix d at What has happen d to you worſe V7 it 


Air, and 
be ſur· by coals. 


han you had reaſon to expect? Does Form —.— 
or Matter, Body or Spirit, make you un · ble. 
eaſie? Look into them, and you may pro- 
bably be releived. Now for your Comfort, 
Theſe Two are Natures, All, and there's 
no Third thing to Moleſt you. "Tis high 
time therefore to Interpret the Gods right- 
y, and throw off your Chagrin againſt Hea- 
ven. 
XXXVIII. Three Years time to peruſe 
Nature, and look over the World, is as 
good as a Hundred. " 2 = 
XXIX. If ſuch a Man has done amiſs, Books. 
the Miſchief is to himſelf; And it may S. . 
be if you enquire, he has not neither. 
XL. Either all Things are Ordered by 
an Intelligent Being, who makes the 
World but one Family, (And if fo, why 
ſhould a Part, or ſingle Member complain 
of that which is deſign'd for the „ 
o 
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of the whole.) Or elſe we are under the bauch 
Miſrule of Atomes, and Confuſion. Now N you 1 
take the Caſe which way you pleaſe, Wther 1 
there's either no Reaſon, or no Remedy ¶ troub 
for Complaint : And therefore tis to no Petit 
purpoſe to be uneaſte. you: 

XLI. I hope you underſtand your Mind ty de 
better than to Kill and Bury it, and make {WBut I 
it little enough for the Coarſe Functions, the! 
and Fate of the .Body ! Rule 

XLII. Either the Gods have power to Ever 


aſſiſt us, or they have not, If they have X. 
not, what does praying to them ſignifie? If I dic 
they have, why don't you rather pray that my! 
they would Diſcharge your Deſires, than ¶ led 
Satisfie them; and rather ſet you above Phil 
the Paſſion of Fear, than keep away the my 
Thing you are afraid of? For if the Gods mig 
can help us, no doubt they can help us to Mt gro 
be Wiſer. But it may be you ſay, They MW grea 
have furniſh'd me ſufficiently for theſe ny | 
Matters. Why then don't you make uſe Prot 
of your Talent, and act like a Man of Spi- N and 
rit, and not run Cringing, and Creeping, W you 
after that which is out of your reach? van 
But then who told you that the God's I this 
don't aſſiſt us in Things which we miglt ſwa 
poſſibly compaſs by our ſelves ? Let me I Gre 
preſcribe the Matter of your Devotions. fall 
For Inſtance. : This Man prays that he may I 1gn 
Gain ſuch a Woman, it may be to De- for 


bauch 


—_— 


— 
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bauch Her, but do you rather pray that 
you may have no ſuch Inclination. Ano- 
ther invokes the Gods to ſet him Free from 


7 {troubleſome Superiour; but let it be your 


petition, that your Mind may never put 
you upon ſuch a Wiſh. A Third is migh- 
ty devout to prevent the loſs of his Son? 
But I would have you pray rather againſt 
the Fear of Loſing him. Let this be the 
Rule for your Devotions, and ſee if the 
Event does not Anſwer. | 155 
XLIII. When I was Sick ſays Epicurus, 
did not Diſcourſe the Company about 
my Diſeaſes, or the Torment I was troub- 
led with. No, my Syſtem of Natural 
Philoſophy was part of my Subject. And 
my main Concern was, that my Mind 
might not give way to my Body, nor 
grow uneaſie under Pain. I made no 
great buſineſs of a Recovery, nor gave a- 
ny Handle to the Doctor to brag of their 
Profeſſion, but held on with Fortitude , 
and Indifferency. Thus he. And when 
you are Sick, or under any other Diſad- 
vantage, can't you behave your ſelf in 
this manner? Tis practicable to all Per- 
ſwaſions in Philoſophy , to ſtand their 
Ground againſt all Accidents, and not to 
fall into the Weakneſſes, and Folly of the 
| Ignorant : We muſt always be prepared 
for the preſent, Mind the Thing before 
| s 3 
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us; and the Tools too with which we ar 

to Work. th 
XIIV. When yon are Shock'd by am 
Man's Impudence, put this Qneſtion ty 
your ſelf : Is it poſhble for ſuch Tmpy. 
; dent People not to be in the World ? No pectec 
* indeed. Why then do yon wiſh for much 
ed Vice an I ibility ? For this Lewd, III-be. Princi 
_— hav'd Fellow, is one of thofe necellaryM on hi: 
ing o Raſcals that the World can't diſpence with MW whicl 
Virtue This Reflection will furmſh you with Pa. (:em 
nee Gaal. tience for a Knave, or any other ill Body comp 
For when you conſider that there's no liv. (till n 
ing without this fort of Cattel, youlneſty 
treat them with more Temper upon occa - Falſhe 
ſion. And to fortifie you farther , youl could 
find that Nature has arm'd you at al his C 
Points, ſent an Antidote againſt every To ge 
Diſeaſe, and provided you fome Virtue MW ſuch ; 
or other againſt all ſort of Vice, and In-WRetw 
morality. For the purpoſe, if you have Won h 
todo with a troubleſome Blockhead, you you! 
have Meekneſs, and Temper for your were 
Guard, and fo of the reſt. Tis likewiſe WFrien 
in your power, to inform the Man bet- been 
ter, and ſet him right: For every one {made 
that does an ill Action, is really out of the P 
his way, and miſſes his Mark, tho' he Man, 


n .. 


—— 
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mages 
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may not know it. Beſides, what harm {ave 
have you receiv'd ? If you examine the {doing 
Caſe, you'l find none of theſe provoking Bratio: 
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Mortals have done your Mind any Da- l 


mages: Now that is the on * place in 
which you are capable of being hurt. 
Pray where's the Wonder if an ore 
Fellow has done like himſelf? If you ex- 


pected other thin from him, you are 
much to blame. is want of Sence , or 
Principles, make you conclude up- 


con his Misbehaviour, and yet, when that 

which was moſt likely bas happen d, you 
ſcem ſurpriz'd at it. Farther, when 155 
complain of a Notorions Knaye, you are 
ſtill more to blame. For tho' his Ho- 
neſty might have been a Diſappointment, 
Falſhood ought to he none - And ba 


could make you belieye he would bay 
his Cuſtom, and Fancy for your ſake 
To go on: You have done a kindneſs to 
ſuch a Perſon, and becauſe he makes no 
Return you grow Peeviſh, and Satirical up- 
on him: In earneſt , This is a fi ign that 
you had a mercenary View, and that you 
were but a Huckſter in the Mask of a 
Friend; For otherwiſe you would * 


been ſatisfied with a generous Action, and 
ne ¶ made Virtue her gun. eward. To argye 
of Mehe Point a little: have obliged A 
he Man, *tis very el. hat would You 
m {Wave more 2 Is got the Ebnet of 


doing 28501 0% hu ſufficient Conſide- 
pation ; > You have er your own 
Nature, 
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Nature, and acted upon your Conſtitution; 
and muſt you ſtill have ſomething over 
and above? This is juſt as if an Eye, or 
a Foot ſhould demand a. Sallery for their 
Service, and not ſee a Pin, or move 2 
Step, without ſomething for their Pains, 
For as theſe Organs are contriv'd for par- 
ticular Functions, which when they per- 
form, they purſue their Nature, and at- 
tain their perfection; So Man is made to 
be Kind, and Oblige , and his Faculties 
are ordered accordingly. And therefor: 
when he doesa good Office, and prove 
ſerviceable to the World, he follows the 
Bent, and anſwers the End of his Being; 
and when he does ſo, he moves ſmootl. 
ly, and is always in the beſt Condition. 
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() My Soul are you ever to be right) 
Good, Uncompounded,and Uniforn, 
Unmask'd, and made more Viſible to you 
{elf than the Body that hangs about you! 
Are you ever likely to Reliſh Good N. 
ture, and General Kindneſs, as you ought: 
Will you ever be fully ſatisfied, get above 
Want, and Wiſhing, and never deſire 9 
fetch your pleaſure out of any Thing Fo 
reign, either Living, or Inanimate? No 
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defiring I ſay, either Time for longer En- 


joyment, nor Place for Elbow-room, nor 
Climate for good Air, nor the Muſi ck of 
good Company: > Can you abſtra& your 
elf thus from the World, and take your 
leave of all Mortals , and be contented 
with your preſent Condition, let it be 
what it will? And be perſuaded that you 
are fully furniſh'd, that all things will do 
well with you; for the Gods are at the 
Head of the Adminiſtration And they 
will approve of nothing but what is for 
the beſt, and tends to the Security and 
Advantage of that Good, Righteous, Beau- 
tiful, and Perfect Animal , % which Ge- 


. . ˙ ac 


running out of Compaſs, that other re- 


In a word, Are you ever likely to be ſo 
happily qualified, as to Converſe with 
the Gods, and Men in ſuch a manner, as 
| neither to complain of them, nor be con- 
demn'd by them ? 
II. Examine what your Nature requires 
as if you had no other Law to Govern 
you. And when you have loo d into her in- 
clinations never baulk them, unleſs your 
Animal Nature,or the Intereſt of your Body 
are likely to be worſe fort. Then you are to 
examine what your Animal Nature or the 


. - Intereſt 


nerates, and ſupports all Things, and & 
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od. 


interreſt of your Senſes demands; And here 
you may indulge. your Appetite as far as 
you pleaſe, provided your Rational Nature 
does not ſuffer by the Liberty. Now your 
Rational Nature admits of nothing but 
what is ſerviceable to the reſt of Mankind; 
Keep to theſe Rules and you'l have no need 
of Rambling for farther Inſtruction. 
HI. Whatever happens, you have no 
reaſon to take it ill; For either you have 
ſtrength to bear it or you have not: If you 
have, exert your Nature, and ne're mur- 
mur at the matter. But if the weight is 
to heavy for you, 'twill cruſh your Sences, 
and then you wont feel it. And here you 
are to remember that tothink a Thing to- 
lerable, is the way to make it ſo : Now 
to think it neceſſary, is the way to think 
it tolerable. Preſs it but ſtrongly from 
the Topicks of Intereſt, or Duty, and you 
will go Thorough. _ 

IV. Is any one Miſtaken ? Undeceive 
him Civily, and ſhow him his Overſight. 
But if you can't convince him, blame 
your own Management, tho' its poſſible 
you may not always deſerve it. 

V. Whatever happens to you, was pre- 
ordained your Lot, and that Chain of Cau- 
ſes which Conſtitutes Fate, tyed your Per- 
ſon, and the Event together, from all Eternit 

VI. Either Aromes and Chance, or N. 

ture 
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| ture are Uppermoſt : Now Iam for the 
latter part of the Disjunction; and lay it 


down for a ground in the firſt place, that 


I am part of that Whote which is all un- 


der Natures Government. Secondfy , I 


am in ſome meaſure Related to thoſe Be- 


ings which are ofmy own Order and Spe- 
cies, Theſe Points being agreed, I ſhall 
apply them : Infomuch then as I amapart 
of the Univerſe, I ſhall never be difpleas'd 
with the General Appointment : For that 
can never be prejudicial to the parts , 
which is ſerviceable” to the whole, Nei- 
ther is the Univerſe clog d with any In- 
cumbratice. For the Nature of no Bein 

is an Enemy to it ſelf. But the World * 
has this Advantage above other particu- 
lar Beings, that there is nothing to Limit, 
or Ovyer-rule it: No Foreign power to 
force it upon Unfriendly Productions. 
Since therdforel am a Member of ſo Mag- 
nificent a Body, and belong to ſuch an 
Uncontrolable Soveraignty, I ſhall free- 
ly Acquieſs in what ever happens to me. 
Farther, in as much as I have a particu- 
lar Relation to my own Species, Iwill ne- 
ver do any thing againſt Common Right, 
or the Intereſt of Society. On the other 
hand, I ſhall make it my Buſineſs to O- 
blige Mankind, lay out my whole Life 
for the advantage of the Publick, and for- 


„ bear 
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hear all ſort of Liberty which has a a "Tix . 
dency to the contrary. And by holding © 2; 
to this Conduct, I ſhall be Happy of Courſe, 

As that Burgher muſt needs = who is al. 


ü ways plodding for the Benefit of his Cor. bac 
# poration, and perfectly ſatisfied with that For 
"ff Intereſt and Station the Government ſhall W gies 
2 aſſign him. lar 
5 | VII. Whatever lies within the Com- 75 
. paſs of the Univerſe, muſt of neceſſity Cot- turr 
fs rupt and Decay; By Corruption I mean _ 
31 only Alteration. Now if this be an Evil, y 
3 tis a neceſſary one; by conſequence the 7), 
34 Whole of Nature muſt be in a bad Condi- eit 
1 tion, by having the parts ſo ſlenderly put tai. 
1 together, and ſo very much diſpos d to pet 
„ Moulder, and drop in peices. And if not 
Fad the Caſe ſtands thus, Nature muſt eithe: Dan 
_ deſign unkindneſs to her ſelf, by making yo. 
a the Parts of her own Body ſubj ject to au vo 
© nnavoidable Misfortune, or elle ſhe hud - 5, 
. ed up Things in the Dark, without fore: Fore 
. ſeeing what would become of them. But w 
1 both theſe ſuppoſitions are highly impro-¶ of 
. bable. Nod if any Man has a wind to leave 7 
ie Nature, or theFirſtCauſe,out of theScheme, iſ , y 
and affirm thatThing 95 follow theMake,and * 


Tendency of their Conſtitution ; ; He tha Ar 
»firms this, does but expoſe himſelf, by off 
pranting in the firſt place, that the Patti rh. 


* + the Oniverſe are made for Alt =_ 
| n 
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And then falls a Wondring, and Growl- 9 
ing at Decay, and Revolution; as if 
SW ſuch Accidents were Unnatural, and Ex- 


& WW traordinary : Eſpecially ſince Things do 
but return whence they came, and fall 
7 : back no farther then their firſt Prineiples. 
2 


For upon the Diſſolution of particular Bo- 
dies, either the Elements are ſcatter'd at 
large, or elſe they march ſtraight to their 
n. Head Quarters; And that which is ſolid 
turns to Earth, and the particles of Air 
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an joyn their own Element; And thus they „ = 
1, are receiv'd into the main Body of tlie of 
he Univerſe 5 The Univerſe I ſay, which will 4 
l. either be deſtroy'd by Fire, after a cer- N 
Vi tain Period ; Or elſe be renew'd by per- * 
0 petual Viciſſitudes. To return: I would 0 
il not have you think that thoſe particles of q 
Earth, or Air, which you have now in 1 
WW your Conſtitution, are the ſame with thoſe | 
1 you brought into the World with you. 2 
0, Don't miſtake : Your Body has been made 3 
e over and over ſince that time. The Matter 1 
ul which now belongs to you is as it were but i 
oY of yeſterday's growth; tho you have lived 4 
"WF { long in the World, your Carcaſe is but 5 
2 2 young one; For you have taken it all 

12 in at your Mouth but ſomewhat lately: 


ö And therefore when you perceive it wear 
off you nced not be ſo much troubled at 
the Loſs: For the Alterations in your Bo- 


nd | | N + dy , 
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dy, don't rob you of the Fleſh and Blood 
you had from your Mother; but only of 
ſome freſher Recruits of no long ſtatiding, 
But ſuppoſe you had ſtill the ſame Body 
yon was Born with; what would you do 
with it without the benefit of Change? 
without a new ſupply of Matter Which 
muſt alter the Cafe, Nouriſhment , and 
Growth, are perfectly impracticable: Be- 
ſides, Death cart be far off, and then both 
New Matter and Old, muſt take their leave, 
D Acier, and be ſwept to their reſpective Elements. 
VIII. When you have given your ſelf 

the Titles of a Man of Modeſty, and Good 
Nature, of Truth, and Prudence, of Re- 
ſignation, and Magnanimity, take care 

that your Practiſe anſwers up to your befor 
Character; And if your Diſtinctions and Hof C 

your Life Do not agree, if any of theſe of yc 
glorious Names are loſt in your Miſma- {Wenou 
nagement, recover them as ſoon as you Hand t 

can. Remembring withal, that Prudence ¶ Fort. 
implies Conſideration, Care and Compre- ¶ mate 
 henfive Enquiry: that to be Unanimous N ceive 

Id ovu- * or Reſign d, ſigniſies a Chearful com- ¶ knoc 
en.  plyance with the Allotments of Providence. ¶ nage 
That Magnanimity imports an Elevation ¶ may 
of Soul, a Noble contempt of Pleaſure ¶ there 
and Pain; of Glory and Death ; and all ¶ the! 
thoſe things which People are either fond N ir 
or afraid of. Now if you can earn the ¶laſt 
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Honour of this Stile and neither fly ont 

of the compats of the Character, nor yet 
deſire it from other Folks, you be quite 
another Man, and ſteer a quite different 
Courſe from What you do at preſent. And 
indeed tis high time to begin: For to de- 
fire: toi go on -atithis rate, to be polluted 
with Appetite, am Harraſſed Witli 'Paſſi- 
on any longer, isla ſenceleſs and a ſeanda- 
lons wiſh. It refembles the meaneſs of 
thoſe poor Wretches in the Amphitheater, 
who when they are half devoured, and 
have nothing but Wounds left them, beg 


Morrow; tho they know themſelves only 
reſerved: for the ſame Teeth that tore them 
r defore. Act up then to theſe i few; Names 
d Hof Credit, and work them into the Soul 
ſe Nof you. And if you — — þ 
enough for the Practice, ſtand your Ground, 
u and think your ſelf Tranſported to the 
e fortunate Iſiands. But i you are over- 


notwithſtanding to be reſpited till the of Prey. 


e- matcb d, and begin ta give ẽway, and per- the Hea- 
1s {Weeive your Station an Impediment, &en bens. 


1- knock off, and retire where you may ma- 
e. nage better. And if this won't do, you 
n may give Life the ſlip; but then bet 
re there de 


nothing of Paſſion, or Hurry in 
the Manner : Walk gravely and hand ſom- 
ly into the other World ; And thus the 
alt Action of your Life will be the only 

| one 
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one worth the owning. And to remem. 
ber thoſe good Qualities above mention 
the more effeCtually, you ſhould confide 
that Imitation is the moſt acceptable pan 
of Worſhip; and that the Gods had much 
rather Mankind ſhould Reſemble, thar 
Flatter them: That Operation is the right 
Proof of Nature; That Trees are diſtin: 
guiſhed by their Fruit, Dogs by the Quz 
lities proper to their Kind; And thus i 
holds with Men too, who ought to quit 
that Name, unleſs they can anſwer thelde, 
and make out their Claim by their Action 
IX. Unleſs you are very careful, thi 
Campaining, Tempeſtuous Life you ar 
engaged in, the Liberties of your Cour, 
Four own Lazyneſs, and the Flattery d 
your Subjects, will conſtantly be doin 
you Difſervice, wear out the noble In 
Prefnons of Philoſophy, and make you 
Study of Nature Inſignificant. How tu 
are you to manage upon all Occaſions! 
In ſuch a manner, as to omit neither Bul: 
neſs nor Thinking. To be modeſt in ti: 
Conſciouſneſs of your Improvement, bi 
not ſo far as to undervalue your Knoi: 
ledge, and keep it out of Sight. Wh 
you are thus well-skilPd both in T keor), 
and Practice, then your Virtues will Re 
gale you, and youll reliſh the Advanta 
of Philoſophy. Then you! be _ a 
"+08 Elta. 
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Jerſtand the Bottom of every Thing; 10 
pronounce upon its Nature, the Ingredi- 
ents, twas made of, and the Weight 3 it has 
in the World; To calculate its Continu- 
ance, who are likely to be affected with 
it, and what Powers they are which can 
both give, and take it away. 


X. A Sp ider when ſhe has catched a 
Fly chinks- {ſhe has done ſome great Mat- 
ter, and ſo does a Sports-man when he 
has run down a Hare, and a Fiſherman 
too, when he has overeach'd a Sprat, or 
a Gudgeon : ſome others, muſt kill a 
Boar, or a Bear, before they can grow 
conceited ; And a fourth fort value them- 
ſelves extremely upon their Hunting the 
Sarmatian Moſs Troopers: Tho it may be 
in this laſt Cafe, if you go to the Defini- 
tion of Robbing, the one, are as much 
Theives as the other. 

XI. Sit cloſely to the Study of Phyſecks, 
that you may obſerve the ſteps, and learn 
the Hiſtory of Nature, and trace the Pro- 
greſs of Bodies from one Form and Spe- 
cies to another: Contemplate often upon 
this Subject, for there's nothing contri- 
butes ſo much to Greatneſs of Mind, as a 
thorough Inſight into theſe _ * He 
that's rightly affected with this, Speculati- 
on, has in a manner laid bf ody aſide 
and all that belongs toit. He conſiders 

4 6 | | that 
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that this World ml quickly be over with 
him, that he muſt take his leave of Man. 
kind, and remove into an other Conditi 
on. In;Conſequence of theſe Thought 
* That 5 he is all Juſtice and Reſignation, * Ani 
Pore as for what People think, artalk of hin 
or practiſe againſt him, he never minds it 
He has but two Points to ſecure, that i; 
=o to be Honeſt in what he does, and con 
kae. tented with what he Receives. F As fo 
other Projects and Fancies, He has done 
with them. His Buſineſs is only to lin 
by Reaſon, and to follow that Path whid 
Nature has chalk d out for him, for in þ 

fog fe has the Deity. for his Guide. 
2 What need you be Anxious abou 
Fe erg you may examine the 
Enterprize, and debate the Reaſonabl 
neſs of it 2 If, you find it prafticable ani 
proper, go on, and let nothing diver 
von. But if you can't . ſee through it 
make a halt, and take the beſt Advic 
upon the Caſe. And if your Meaſurs Hare + 
Happen to be broken by ſome new Emer Lew 
gency, make the moſt of what is in youManq 
Power, and always ſtick to the point oi muc 
Honeſty : For after all, that is the bel prat 
Stake in the. Hedge: For, tho the grand an h 
Deſign may not ſucceed, yet, when ti bett. 
fairly undertaken, and well managed, i ort 
makes one eaſy under the Miſcarriage 'Mhay 
Kacaſon Pur 
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8: caſon! and Juſtice are pleaſant X a- 
ions; and thoſe that keep to them, ate 
ways ſatisfied, and in Humour. 

lz a 


XIII. When you are firſt awake you 


uy put this Queſtion ; Whether another 
nens Virtue will fignify any thing to the 
1 loing Our Bufineſs ? No, unleſs you help 
or (elf, another Man's Mind will no 
o-Wrorc improve you, than 1 * Man's 
fahiouth will nourifh you: THis thought 
ay do you Service in a Morning, and 
5 dp to make the Day more ſignificant. 
1 


and now 1 think ot, don't forget what 
ort of Men thoſe are which value them- 
ſelves ſo much upon the Good or Ul Cha- 
acer, they give their Neighbotirs z one 


tWrould imagine by their bragging they 
ble could govern th World Win their 
ap ongues, and talk People mto what Con- 
ve 


dition they had a mind to. But then 
heſe mighty Men of Satyr, and Panegy- 
rick, how ſcandalouſly do they live? How 
are they overgrown, with Luxury and 
Lewdneſs? How fooliſh are their Fancies, 
OV and how unreafonable their Fears? How 
ta much Truth do they murther with their 
prating; and how often do they ſteal from 
"Yan honeſt Man, to make a Knavelook the 
| Ui better? But after all, they have the wort 
on't, by abuſing that Reaſon which might 
have ſerv'd them to fo many Excellent 
a0 Purpoſes. 1 
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* God. 


XIV. He that conſiders that Nature ; 
has the Diſpoſal of all Things, will ad. 
dreſs her in this Language of Reſped 


Give me what you pleaſe, and take what yu _ 
Tie 1 5 
pleaſe away. I'm contented. This is th; "hh 
ſtrain of a Man bred to Sobriety, and + 
Good Principles. And tho the Expreſſ Hd 
on may be extraordinary, there's not the. be 
leaſt tincture of Vanity in it, but it pro v5 
ceeds wholly from Obedience, and Satis le b 
faction. | | | no 
XV. Your time is almoſt over, there Harte 
fore live as if you were retired in the]... al 
Country. Place ſignifies nothing ; Virtu e i. 
and Philoſophy, will thrive every where hn ++; 
provided you mind your Buſineſs. Ne Hei- 
ver run into a Hole, and (hun Company Mer ai 
No. Let the World have the Benefit o1.cy 
a Good Example, and look upon an hoWhj-;, ! 
neſt Man; and if they don'tlike him; lM; + 
them knock him on the Head; for "M1; 
much better he were ſerv'd fo, then tn or. 
live at their rate of Diſorder. ſhort 
XVI. Notion without Practice is Impe- x 
tinence; ſpend no more time then in ſta o 
ting the Qualifications of a Man of Virtue inge t. 
but endeavour to get them. vant: 
XVII. Take the whole Bulk of Matter N. 
and all the Extent of Time frequently into 7 


your Thoughts: And then conſider that (/,,, 
all particular Bodies are but a Grain , it. 
| the 


— 
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"Wc : Proportion of Subſtance, and but the 
. urning of a Wimble in reſpect of Time. 
0.00 xVIII. Don't ſuffer the Appearances of 


| 11 to dazle your Sight, and deceive 


Examine them cloſely, and you'l 
nd them ready to decay, and tumble. 
and that all Things are made as it were 
o be uninade again. 

XIX. Conſider what an humble Figure 
he biggeſt People make when they are 
ating, ſleeping, and doing the other 
oarſe Work of Nature, to which they 
are all condemn'd !. But then, when they 
are in their Altitudes, in their Pomp, or 
n their Paſſion ; ſtrutting, or mauling 
heir Inferiours ; you would take them 
for an other ſort of Creatures, and that 
they fancy themſelves more than Mortal 
Men! And yet how many little Maſters 
did they lately cringe to, how mean was 


their Service and their Salary ; and what Y 

W 2 ſorry Condition will they come to in a 4 
(bort time? 3 

* XX. That's beſt for every Man which!“ * 

1 Cod ſends him; and the time of his ſend- Bae 

"Roy 


ing too, is always a Circumſtance of Ad- 
Vantage. 


XI. The Earth, as the Poct has it, 
NO * loves the Refreſhment of a Shower, aud the fung 
(leude, when they are loaden, love to fend 
* it. And the World loves to execute _ 
* 


i. hs. a . 
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Decrees of Fate; and therefore ſay I 0 
* or pro- the World, your Inclinations and min 
vidence. ſhall always be the ſame. 

XXII. Either you will take the Bene 
fit of Cuſtom, and keep to your old Cour 
of Life, or you'l ſtep farther into thy 
World, as your Fancy ſhall lead you, «i 
elſe Death will give you your Quietus eis D. 
one of theſe Caſes muſt happen, therefor: 
be not diſcouraged. 

XXIII. Take it for a Rule, that Philo 
ſophy is every where Practicable; An 
that there's no ſuch great Matter in Re. 
tirement. A Man may be Wiſe and Se. 
date in a crowd, as well as in a Deſart 
and- keep the Noiſe of the World fron 
; getting within him: In this Caſe as Plz 
— to obſerves, the Walls of a Town, and th 
ucloſure of a Sheep-fold, may be made th 

ſame thing. 

XXIV. How does my Mind ſtand affett 
ed > What Condition is my Underſtand 
ing in, and to what Uſes do I put it! 
Does not Thought and Reaſon run lov 
with me? Am I not grown ſelfiſh, and 
broken looſe from the General Intereſt! 
Is not my Soul as it were melted into my 
Senſes, and perfectly govern'd by them! 

XXV. He that runs away from his Ma- 

'TheLaw ſter is a Fugitive ; now the Law * | 
or God, every Man's Maſter, and chereſpre the 
rank: 
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ITranſgrefles it is a Deſertor. And un- 
der this Character we may range all thoſe 
that are diſſatisfied with the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the World; Angry at what is paſt, 
End Uneaſy about the Future: For theſe 
| people were it in their Power would ſet 
K(ide that Juſtice which gives every one 
Bis Due, and break through the Orders 
pf Providence. 

XXVI. The Formation of the Fætus, is 
great Subject for Contemplation : The 
Wirſt Principles of Life are extremely ſlen- 
Her, and Myſterious; And yet Nature 
Nrorks them up intoa ſtrange increaſe of 


| 


rt, Walk, Diverſity, and Proportion. And 
ter the Birth is over, the Infant is ſup- 
I Horted by throwing a little Nouriſhment 
þ own the Throat on't. And here the 


orce and Conduct of the Operation is 
xtraordinary. For what can be more 
urprizing than to ſee ſuch wonderful Ef- 
ac {Wctts from ſo Unpromiſing a Cauſe? To 
it Mee Growth and Motion, and Strength 
nd Beauty; all the Functions and Force, 
nd Ornament of the Creature, ſprout out 
pf a little Pap, or Gruel ? Theſe things 
Fo they are wrought in the Dark, and 
e can't trace them with our Senſes, no 
nore than we can the Cauſes of Gravite- 
ion; For all this, our Underſtandings 
kay reach a great way; and Giſcoverthe 
| Miracles 
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Miracles of Providence tho not the Mu X 
ner of their performance. Mai 

XXVII. You'l do well to remember tau jury 
the World is juſt as it was formerly, au have 
will go on at the fame rate, when yall Inſt: 
are Dead and gone.” If you either Di ed . 
into Hiſtory , or recolle& your own like. 
mory, you't perceive the Scenes of Li you 
ſtrangly Uniform, and nothing but tl: ally 
Old Plays revivd. Take a view of t altoę 
Courts of Adrian, Antoninus Pius, of PH force 
lip of Macedon or Cræſus; And you'l fu You 
the Grimace, and Entertainment the ſam to ſt: 
only the AFors are different. the ( 

XXVTII. He that ftruggles with his Folly X 
tune, and makes an Affliction on't. is mud Hora 
like a Hog that Kicks, and Cries ont wh An 
his Throat is cutting: And he that Mou thin 
privately over himſelf when he is Sick, her 
not much better. We ſhould conſider th carry 
we are tyed to the Chains of Fate, ti whe: 
all Accidents are inevitable, that noi Crizo 
but Rational Creatures have the privilę plati. 
of Moving Freely, and making Necelifſ the 8 
ty a Choice: All other Things are fort ſome 
onward, and Drag'd along to thꝗ into 
Doom. | Dead 

XXIX. Conſider the ſatisfactions ¶ racte 
Life fingly, and examine them as th not! 
come up; And then ask your ſelf, Jett 

dee Boe, Death is ſuch a terrible Bugbear in taking mer!) 
2. Scl. 31 them from YOU CO 2 Whit 


INI" 
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. XXX. When any Bodies Misbehaviout 


; diſturbs you, diſmiſs the Image of the In- 
{MW jury, and bethink your ſelf whether you 
I have not been guilty of the ſame Fault: For 
L Inſtance, whether you have notover-valu- 
ed Money, or Pleaſure, or Fame, or the 
like. Such Reflexions will quickly make 
you cool, and come to Temper 3: efpeci- 
ally if you conſider the Offender was not 
_ altogether his own Man, but under the 
force of ſome untoward Pathon or other: 
You would do well therefore, if you can, 
to ſtep in to the Reſcue, and free him from 
the Cauſe of his Diſorder. . 

XXXI When yon conſider Satyrion the 
Hocratiſt, think upon Eutychec, or Ehmen; 
* And when you remember Euphrates, The firft 
think upon Eutychion, or Sylvanus ; And N. 
when Alciphron comes into your Head, thro:gh- 
carry your Thoughts to Tropeophorus ; and ot . E- 
when you are muſing upon Xezophor: , Or on, de. 
Crito, let Severus come into the Contem- goes 
plation z And when you make your ſelf 4 
the Subject of your Meditations , bring lived be- 
ſome of the Emperours your Predeceſſors pe 
a | | pe 
into your Company; And thus ſet the rourstme 
Dead and the Living of the ſame Cha- ebene 
racter, and Profeſſion, always one againſt — 
another, then ask the Queſtion ; where Contem- 
are thoſe Men that made ſuch a Figure fob? 
merly? The Anſwer will be, they are no 


O 2 where 
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Vid. An- 
not. D'A- 


cier. 
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where, or at leaſt no where that I know 
of. Thus you'l be ſtrongly convinc d that 
Men are but Smoak, and Bubbles; They 
Vanith as they Riſe, and break Toon after 
the Swelling : And this Impreſſion wil 
go the deeper, if you conſider that what i 
once periſh'd and Sunk, will never come 
up again exactly. As for your ſhare of 
Time: tis but a Moment in Compariſon, 
Why then can't you manage that little 
Handſomly, and be ſatisfied? What a No- 
ble opportunity of Improvement do you 
run away from ? For what are all the Re- 
volutions of Nature , and the Accidents 
of Life, but Tryals of Skill, and Exerc 
ſes of Reaſon ? A wile Man that has look 
through the Cauſes of Things, makes but 
2 Diverſion of them. Goon then, with 
the Theory and Practice of Philoſophy, 
till you have digeſted the Subject, and 
conquered the Difficulty ; For I would 
have you be like a ſtrong Stomach , that 
maſters all fort of Diet, and makes Nou 
riſhment of it; Or if you pleaſe , like a 
Fire well kindled, which catches upon 
every thing you throw in, and turns it into 
Flame and Brightneſs. 

XXXII. Put it out of the Power of 
Truth to give you an ill Character; And 
if any Body reports you not to be an Ho- 
neſt, or a Good Man, let your Pradtict 
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eive him the Lye: This is all very feaſi- 
bie: For pray who can hinder you from 
being Juſt, Sincere, and Good Natur 'd 
if you have a mind to it? To make all 
dre, you ſhould reſolve to live no longer 
then you can live Honeſtly; For, in ea 
» neſt, you had much better be Nothing , 
F tbana Knave. | 


u XXXIH. What is it which is moſt pro- 


eber to be ſaid, or done, upon the pre- 
o Wnt Occaſion ? That Queſtion I confeſs 
1 {Wis pertinent, but let it be what it will, I'm 
e. {Wiure tis in your power to come up tot; 
it and therefore never pretend it impractica- 
c- ble. Vou'l never leave Grumbling , and 
ra rowling till you have brought your 


"ut MW ancy to your Philoſophy , till you can 
ith Mpraftiſe Virtue with a Guſt , and make 
y our Duty your Pleaſure : And why you 


the Practiſe of Virtue is nothing but Hu- 
mane Powers naturally ſet on work; Tis 


ou Nonly putting the Wheels in the Motion 
e they were contriv'd for, and going juſt as 
non ou were Made. Now Nature's poſtures 


re always eaſie, and which is more, no- 
thing but your own Will, can put you 


r of ut of them. The Motion of a Cylinder 
And nay be ſtopt, Fire and Water may be 
Ho- heck d in their Tendency, and ſo may a- 


O 3 Animal 


ſhould not do this I can't imagine ; For 


Dy part of the Elementary, Vegetative, and. 


—— 
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Animal Warld ; In this Caſe a great many 
Obſtructions may interpoſe. But there's 
nothing can block up a Soul, ſtop the 


gare call 
nor bre 
don't | 


Courſe of Reaſon, or hinder a Thought conſeq: 
from running in the right Channel. He XX 
that confiders the irreſiſtible Liberty of Philoſe 
the Mind, that ſhe moves as eaſily as Fire N commo 
does upwards, as a Stone downwards, as pirits, 
a Cylinder. on a ſmooth Deſcent ; will [A Verſ 
trouble his head about nothing farther, J Hint, 
For all other Impediments proceed either Net ſpea 
from the Body, which he looks upon r- 
ther as a Carkaſs, than a Companion, or Mer 
ele they are founded in Opinion, and un- 485 
leſs we betray. our ſelves, and deſert our S 
Reaſon, can do us no manner of Miſchief: i Tur: 
Otherwiſe, Wl Fortune, as tis commonly nl 
calFd, would make a Body an ill Man: Tou 
For all other Productions of Nature, d 1s p. 
Art, when any harm happens to then Leaves 
they are certainly the worſe fort: But ke th 
here a Man is the better for what he ſuffers; rels W 
He improves his Value, and raiſes his Fame £ 
Character, by. making a right ufe. of 2 lome ( 
Rugged Accident. In ſhort I would have ſW ©29- 
you remember, that no Burgher can re- have t 
ceive any Damage by: that which does not : puff 0 
Affect his Corporation; Neither can the I quick! 
Community ſuffer, unleſs the Laws , hy Nun. 
which 'tis Govern'd , are broken, and 2 
0 


ſuffer too: But theſe Misfortunes as they 
" ml 
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gare call'd, don't violate the Conſtitution 5  _ 
nor break in upon the Lams, therefore they 

dont Damage the Corporation nor by 
conſequence any Member in it. 

| XXXIV. He that's well Tinctur'd with bs the 


ny 0 


philo ſophy needs but a ſhort Receipt : A Corpora. 
common Cordial will keep up ſuch a Man's na the 
Spirits, and expel the Cold from his Heart. Hee 


* mcans the 


A Verſe or two outof Homer will ſerve for Wort4. & 
Ja Hint, and doe his buſineſs. Let the Po- * 


Laws, the 
Orderand 
Decrees 

of Provi- 
od oy 41 dence. See 
As Spring ſupplyes what Autumn blows away, vo 5. 

| So Mortals fade , and flouriſh in their. * tom 


Turns. * 


=4 


{et ſpeak. 


Men are like Leaves in Verdure-and Decay, 


Jou ſee, how flenderly Humane Felici- 
ty is put together, your Children are but 
Leaves upon the Matter, a little blaſt may 
take them from you. The freſheſt-Law- 
Irels wither. apace , and the Ecchoes of 
Fame are ſoon ſilenced; And which has 
ſome Comfort, ſo is Cenſure and Reproach 
too. All theſe Matters like Leaves 
have their Spring for Growing, then a 
puff of Wind ſends them packing, and 
quickly after the Mood is now furniſh d a- 
gain. Things are ſtrangly ſhort-liv'd; 
And yet your Appetites, and Fears Graſp, 
and Scamper at that rate, as if all was E- 

| e 
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verlaſting. But for all your haſt, your 


—— 


1 
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> 
5 
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perſon 


Head will be laid in a ſhort time, and dence, 


then he that is your chief Mourner, wil 


won't 


quickly want another for himſelf. his Gra 
XXXV. An Eye that's ſtrong andright- Grævity 


ly diſpos'd, is indifferent to all Colours, 
therefore if it calls for Greens, tis a ſigi 
'tis weak and out of order : Thus whe 
the Hearing and Smelling are in a good 
condition, they don't pick and chuſe their 
Objects, but take in all manner of Scents 
and Sounds, thus a Strong Stomach dif- 
patches all that comes into it, like : 
Mill that Grinds all fort of Grain. And 
thus a Mind that's Sound, and Healthy 
is prepared to Digeſt all ſorts of Acct 
dents ; And therefore when 'tis clamo- 
rous in ſuch wiſhes as theſe, O that m 
Children may Live and Flonriſh, that I mei 
be every Bodies Favourite, and be commend. 
ed for every thing I doe: When the Mind 
I fay is thus ſickly and untoward, tis juſt 
like an Eye that's all for Green Colours, 
and like a ſet of Teeth that would touch 
nothing by their Good will, but Flum- 
mery, and Pudding. 

XXXVI. There's no Body ſo Happy in 
his Family and Friends, but that ſome of 
them when they ſee him going, will wiſh 
for a good Riddance, and almoſt keep 2 
Holy Day for his Death: Let him be 2 
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BD | 
perſon of never ſo much Probity and Pru- 


dence, do you think ſome Body or other 


won't drop ſome of theſe Sentences over 


his Grave. Well! Our Man of Order and 
B Gravity is gone, we ſhall now be no more trou- 
bled with his Diſcipline ! I cant ſay he was 
natur d to any of ws: But for all that, 
Ian — * he diſliked our Management in 
bu Heart. This is the beſt Treatment a 
good Man muſt expect. But alaſs ! as for 
our Conduct, how many Reaſons will 
people muſter up to be rid of us? If you 
conſider this when you are dying, you'l 
quit with the leſs Reluctance. Say then 
lo your ſelf, © I am leaving an odd ſort 
* of World, where the ſnarers in my For- 
“tune, and the Objects of my Care and 


© Kindneſs, thoſe People for whom I have 


| 
f 
' 
1 
n 


* drudg'd, and contriv'd, and wiſh'd fo 
* heartily, count my Life no better than 
* 2 Grievance, and would fain be ſhut of 
“me; Now who would be fond of ſtay- 
ing in ſuch Company any longer? How- 
ever, this Thought muſt not go ſo deep 
as to ſour your Humour. You muſt keep 
your Temper, and part friendly with e- 


very Body 3 but then your Good Nature 
muſt not make you hang back: For as 


when a Man has an eaſy Death, the Soul 
llides gently out of the Body, and takes 
ber leave without Tugging ; ſo you muſt 

walk 


— : * 


202 Marcus ANTONINus -s 


walk off handſomely, and bid the World 
adieu without Regret. Tis true, Nature 
has twiſted your Intereſts, and tied you to- 
getker, but now ſhe looſens the Knot, and 
makes the ſign to Diſingage. III part 
then with the World as with my Friend 
and Relations, but for all my Kindneſs 
T. won't be dragg d from them: No, Pro- 
vidence would have me move freely, and 
therefore III do it. Ne rb. 
XXXVII. Let it be your eonſtant Me-. 
thod to look into the Deſign of People 
Actions, and ſee what they would be at, 
as often as tis Practicable; And to male 
this Cuſtom the more ſignificant, practiſe 
it firſt upon your ſelt. | 
XXXVIII. Remember that which pulls 
and hales you from one Paſſion to another, 


| is no External Force, but your Fancy with 
n % There lies the Rhetorick that 


perſwades you; That's the live Thing, 

and to ſpeak plainly, that's the Man, after 

all. But When you talk of a Man, I would 
ö not have you tack Fleſh and Blood to the 
| Notion ; nor thoſe Limbs neither which 
are made out ont: Theſe are but Tools 
for the Soul to work with, and no more 
a part of a Man, than an Ax or a, Plain, 
is a piece of a Carpenter: Tis true, Na- 
ture has glewed them together, and they 
grow as it were to the Soul, andeherr 
A. 5 7. a 
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L the Difference, But the uſe of them 
epends ſolely upon the Mind: Tis the 
| 1 that either cheeks, or ſets them a 


* 6 
eign Direction, than a Shuttle, a Pen, 


pr Whip, which will neither Weave, 
2 Write, nor Lafh the Horſes, without 


_ Body to manage them. 
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"HE Properties of a Rational Soul are 
N theſe. She has the Privilege, to 
ol into her own Nature, to cut out her 
Nualities, and Form her ſelf to what Tem- 
Fer ſhe pleaſes : : She enjoys her Product, 
{ whereas Trees and Cattle, bring Plenty: 
for other Folks,) Whether Lis proves 
Jong or ſhort, ſhe gains the Ends of Living. 
er Buſineſs is never maim d by Interrup- 
ion, as it happens ina Dance, or a Play: 
o, ſhe is never ſurpriz d, her Perform - 
ances are ſtruck out at a Heat, and always 
niſned and entire; So that ſhe may ſay 
Frith Modeſty enough, I have ſuſtain d no 
Damages, but carry off all that belongs to 
pe, Farther, She ranges through the — 
'orld, views its Figure; looks into the 


Vacuum 


voy"! 
* 
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The Sto- /zcunm on the out-fide on't,'* and ſtretchy 
Ic mt on to an unmeaſurable length of Time: 
gined that | f 5 | 
onthe out- She contemplates the Grana'Revolution 
we of e of Nature, and how the Univerſe will be eher Et 
chere was deſtroy d, + and renew'd at certain Peri. 
i or Ods: She conſiders that there will be no. 
hat is Ex- thing nem for Poſterity to gaze at; An pf your 
tention, that our Anceſtors ſtood upon the ſame 
une Level for Obſervation: That all Ages ar 
with Sub- Uniform, and of a Colour, in ſo much 
Ban or that in forty Years time, a tolerable Ge-Mextingy 
+ BY Con- nius for Senſe and Enquiry, may acquaint 
fzgrarions Himſelf with all that's paſt, and all that; 
zo come. Laſtly, Tis the Property of Fo re 


Rational Soul, to love her Neighbours 


to be remarkable for Truth and Sobriety; MWoOſtent: 
To prefer nothing to her own Dignity and Sem 
Authority, which is likewiſe the Cuſtom Mon, 
and Prerogative of a Law; And thus far IV. 
the Quality and Meaſures of right Reaſon, ¶ the W. 


and publick Juſtice are the ſame. has re; 

II. The way to deſpiſe the Pleaſure of N couraę 
a fine Song, a well- performed Dance, or Mways } 
the Olympick Exerciſes, is as follows: A V. 
for the Song, take the Muſick in pieces, {on be 
and examine the Notes by themſelves, Wand P 
and ask as you go along, I it this, or this ] better 
ſengle ſound, that has ſubdued me? You tion o 
be aſham'd to confeſs the Conqueſt, and Mank 
ſo get clear of the Charm. Thus, to leſ. the © 
ſen the Diverſion of Dancing, conſidet ther. 

every 


— 
| M 


every Movement and Geſture; 'apart. And 

this Method wall hold with Reſpect to the 
BOlympick Exerciſes. In ſhort, All o- . Boxing, 
ther Entertainments but thoſe of Virtue, Running, 
Ebate by taking them aſunder, and there- — 
fore apply the Expedient to all other parts and Play- 
pf your Life. * 10 — Ge: 
III. What a brave Soul is that, that's * ' 
always prepar'd to walk out of the Body, 

and unconcern d about her being either 
xtinguiſh'd, ſcatterd, + or remov'd ? Into A- 
Prepared I ſay upon Judgment, and not oe. 
put of mere Obſtinacy like the Chriſtians ; 
ro recommend the Example, this For- jThe uu- 
titude muſt have nothing of Noiſe or Fraveryot 
Oſtentation, but be carried on with a RO 
ISolemn Air of Gravity, and Conſiderati- milrepre 
F on. DE a _ | Sn — ro 
| IV. Have I obligd any Body, or done — 
the World any Service ? If fo, the Action 

thas rewarded me; This Anſwer will en- 
courage Good Nature, therefore let it al- 


EDITATIONS, (Fc. 205 


Iways be at Hand. 

v. What may your Trade or Profeſſi- 
„on be? Tis to live like a Man of Virtue 
and Probity. And how can this end be 
better compaſs d, than by the Contempla- 
tion of the Nature of the World, and of 
Mankind in particular; and the Influence 


= one has upon the Affairs of the o- 
ther. 7 | 


VI. As 


EL 


e 
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VI. As to Dramatick Performances, Tea | and pc 
gedy appear d firſt. The Deſign of then Autho 


was to ſhow the Misfortunes bf Life wit 


And fo 


Cuſtomary and Common. That thus tk made 


Fiction might reconcile them to the Rey 
lity z and that what diverted them up 
the Stage, might ſurprize thein the 1; 

when they met with it in the Wl] 
Thus People fee. there's no living withoit 
Accidents ; Mortificatiom, and ſevere on 


too, will happen; Kings and Princes can 


ſtand clear of them. 'And to give th 
Stage-Poets their due, they have ſom 
ſententious and ſerviceable Paſſages; # 
for Inſtance, r bid eels | 


VI. and wine, are by the Godr negleth 
There's reaſon for their Rigour. 
Again, 


Ne re quarrel Accidents,, for Things at 


ſullu 
And don't regard your Anger; 
Once more; U 
Fate Mowes down Life lite Corn, thi 
| Mortal fall. 


" Eurp. And to ther ftands a while. 
Hypſip l. 
- $&.zc. Theſe Inſtances may ſuffice, otherwitc| 


+142 might go on with them: Next to Trares) 
Old Comedy took a turn upon the Save; 
And here Pride and Ambition was laſh! 


and 


are no 


ſuccee 
Midal 


: greecs 1 
true, . 


be met 
to co! 
Po em, 
ſions c 
VII 
the Pi 


a Fot 


prove 


other 


VII 
from | 


from 
break 


the w 


is lop 
Mora 
the 
| Unto) 


little 
how 


| Body 


neſs . 
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and pointed at, with great Freedom and 
Lurbocky, and not without ſome Succeſs. 

And for this Reaſon, Diogenes ſometimes 

ö made uſe of the Poets Diſtipline. You 

are now to obſerve that Middle Comedy 

| ſucceeded tothe Old, and the New'to the 
Middle; This laſt kind finking by de- 

grees to the Buffoonry of the Mimi. Tis 

tue, there are ſome uſeful Expreſſions to 

be met with even here: But then you are + . 
WW to confider the Tendency ef the whole Bier- 
oem, and what-thefe Dramatick Diver- d — 


A 
J 
f 


tion that 
WW {ions drive at in General. * dhe Em- 
VII. Nothing is clearer to me than that Pereur 


condemns 


the Prind u go upon are as good all forts of 
pl Aer”. ro Ju hilofophy, — Im- . 
provement, as are to be met with in any _ -, nſ 
other SeF whatſoever. - 0 5 4 1 - 5 
| VII. A Bough by being lopp'd off rente 
from another, Oſt o* Neceſſity 2E lopp'd CE 
from the whole Tree: Thus a Man that — 
breaks with another looſes the Benefit of made in- 
the whole Community. *Tis true a Bough apdar— 
i is lopp'd off by a Foreign Hand; But this ure, chair 
Moral Amputation is all Voluntary : Tis Principal 
| the Man that pulls himſelf aſunder 'by his trie. 
untoward Averſion to his Neighbour: He perour's 
little thinks by this unhappy Diviſion, aaf 
bow he Diſincorporates himſelf from the dd Lowe 
e Body of Mankind! And here the Good- 1 
na neſs of God who founded this Society is 9 


NJ | X- boure 


Os LEROY" 


_ 


208 Marcus AnTonmus's 


5 — — 2 


— 
E. 
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a 


extraordinary. He has put it in our Pov. 


er to grow to the Limb we left, and com ſtance: 

again into the Advantage of the main ture; 
Body, But if this Misfortune is often re. N peſt Fu 
peated, twill be a hard Matter to reſtore NWork v 

the Part, and cloſe the Diviſion. For as Hfifcer. 
Gardiners obſerve, a Bough cut off and re con 
Graffed in again, is not in the ſame good MM his t. 
1 Condition, with another which always W\:ture, 
| Flouriſn'd upon the Trunk; For, tho the his Gr 
firſt does not grow out of its Kind, yet Nonſiſts 
þ it ſuffers ſomewhat in its Figure and Beau Things 
| eBook ty. * 3 Worth. 
5.8. Bok IX. Never grow ſour upon Peoples Ma. Porern 
3% lice, or Impertinence : Can they beat you Bf Juſtic 
off your Reaſon, or ſtop your Progreſs in Ne can 
Virtue ; Not at all. Be not then Diſcon- Wonxicu; 


certed, nor check your Good-nature to- 


e are: 


wards them. If you meet with Oppoſiti- Needles 
on and III-will, you muſt neither be Di- XI.. 
verted, nor Diſturb d, but keep your Point, Neral oc 
and your Temper too. For as tis a Weak- ie Obj. 
neſs to looſe your Spirits, and be thrown yon vc 
off your Conduct, ſo tis likewiſe to be em in 
angry with Impertinent People: Upon f, and 
the whole; They are both a ſort of De- Nod ist 


ſerters from Providence, who are either Mem lye 

frighten'd from their Duty, or fall out {Wdzmer 

with thoſe of their own Nature, and Efferen 
See Book Family. ge. nor 
|. 2. Sc, Is | | | 


XN. Na- 


2 1 


1 


EkX. Nature falls ſhort of Art in no In- 
ſtance; Art being but an Imitation of Na- 
ture; And if fo, the moſt perfect and 
peſt Furniſht, Nature can't be ſuppos d to 
ork with leſs Reach than a common Ar- 
tiſicer. Now in all Arts the Leſs in value 
are conttiv'd for the fake of the Greater : 
Er his therefore is the method of General 
Narure, or the Firſt Cauſe : And upon 
his Ground Juſtice is founded, which 
Konſiſts in a Regard, and Preference of 
Things according to their Dignity and 
Worth. The other Virtues are likewiſe 
Porern'd by this Rule, and are but Acts 
I Juſtice differently applyed. But Juſt 
e can never be, if we are Eager and 
Inxidus about External Advantages, if 
e are apt to be impos d on, and grow 
Jeedleſs, and inconſtant in our Motion. 

XI. Averſions and Deſires are the ge- 
Feral occaſions of Diſturbance; Now ſiuce 
he Objects of theſe Paſſions don't preſs 


hem in ſome meaſure, whereas they ftand 
f, and keep their Diſtance : * your Me- 
bod is therefore, to let your Opinion about 


Plzment, will bring you towards an In- 
ference. And then you'l neither pur- 
ge. nor avoid them any longer 


+ P XII. The 


tt... 


. Mepirarfoxs, Oe. _._ 
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Pon you, but tis you that make up to 


_——. .}__ 
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XII. The Figure of the Soul, as we What 
may tall it, is then round and Uniform, viden 
when The neither Reaches after any thing MW the T 
Foreign g nor {hrinks in, out of Cowar made 
dize and Fear: When her ſuperficies is XI 
thus Even, the Light Jos better upon they 
her: The proſpect of Truth and Nature W would 
is enlarg d; and ſhe ſees the World, and Ceren 
her felf to the moſt Advantage. Wi: 

XII. Does any one deſpiſe me? Whats that 
that to me? Ile take care not to give hin deal «| 
any Reaſon for his Contempt. Does am what x 
one hate me? It may be ſo; I ſhan't cot - Actior 

cern my ſelf about it. And more they your F 
that, another Man's Malice ſhall ne're ſpoil your 8 
my Temper : Ile continue Kind and goo head. 
Humour'd to all the World, even to th the E 
Injurious Perſon himſelf. I'm always ra 
dy to ſhew him his Error, without Rut 
fling, or making a Merit of my own pr 
tience ; But frankly, and with all th 
Cordial Sincerity imaginable, as Phonni 
ſeern'd. to behave himſelf towards the 
* Phocies therians : * Indeed your Mind ſhould? 
at his Ex- N . , ; 
guten ways be ſo difpos'd, as to bear the nu 
charg'4his roweſt Inſpection, that the God's m 
don not to examine you with Pleafure, and percent 


Bear a 


1 


Grudge a- that you are neither Angry, nor Uneal 
pinſt the at any Thing. Now if you follow fi 
Atheniant, 3 | 1 ( 
for putting Current of your Nature, and do a har 


him t? ſome Action, where's the Harm on! 
D ath- . ; Wh 


Plus. 
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What are you unwilling to ſubmit to Pro- 
vidence 2 To comply with the Intereſt of 
the VUyiverſe, when you Know you were 

| made on purpoſe fort. 

| XIV, People generally Deſpiſe, where 
they Flatter And cringe to thoſe they 

| would gladly overtop, ſo that Truth, and 
Ceremony, are two Things. 

XV. How fulſome, and hollow does 

| that Man look that erycs, Tu reſolv'd to 

| deal clearly with you: Heark you Friend, 
what need of all this Flouriſh2 Let your 

WW Ations ſpeak: To go to the right on't , 
Voor Face ought to vouch for you, and 
pour Sincerity be Legible upon your Fore- 
bead. I would have Virtue look out of 
the Eye, no leſs apparently than Love 
, 

l 


does: I would have Honeſty ſo incorpo- 
rated with the Conſtitution, fo mixed up 
with the Blood and Spirits, that it ſhould 
be diſcoverable by the Sences, and as ca- 
Ay diſtinguiſh'd as Rankneſs, or a ſtrong 
Breath; fo that a Man muſt be forged 
to find it out whether he would or no. 
But on the other ſide, an Affectation of 
being Real, is an untoward pretence: No- 
ching is more ſcandalous than falſe Friend- 
ſhip, and therefore of all things avoid it. 
In hort; A Man of Integrity and Gaods 
Nature can never be conceal'd, for his 
Character is wrought into his Copntenanca 

r XVI. Io 
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4 XVI. To beſtow no more upon Objects ever 
4 than they deſerve, and where Things ate {it E 
Indifferent to let our Thoughts be fo too, i X\ 
is a noble Expedient for Happineſs ; The Thin, 
way to come up to this Indifferency, i; the A 
to look Through Matters, and take them 
quite aſunder: * Remembring always, 
that Things. can't Charge into the Soul, 
nor force us upon any Opinions about 
them : They ſtand Aloof, and are quiet; 
"Tis our Fancy that makes them, Operate 
J and Gall us; Tis we that Rate them and 
5 give them their Bulk, and Value; And 
; yet tis in our Power to let it alone; And 
4 if any falſe Colours are laid on by fur- 
| prize, we may rub themout if We pleaſe: 
- We are likewiſe to conſider that this Trou- 

1 ble won't laſt, that Death will Relieve vs 
quickly; where then is the difficulty of 
ſtanding upon our Guard a little while! 
If therefore your Circumſtan-es put you 
ina way of Improvement, and there's any 
thing to be made out of them, bid them 
heartily welcome, and then your Incl: 
nation will make you eaſie: But if they 
prove unmanageably croſs, (which by 
the way is a wrong Suppoſition, _) Loot 
out for ſomething that's more ſerviceable 
to the Dignity of your Nature; And ne: 
ver let Infamy, or being Unpopular, de- 
ter you from the Purſuit. For certain 
3 3 every 


dec Te}. 
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every Man may take leave to make him- 
ſelf Happy if he can. 
| XVII. Conſider the Original of all 
Things, the Matter they arc made of; 
the Alterations they muſt run through. 
and the Qualities conſequent upon't; And 
that all this Inſtability of Nature has no 
manner of harm int, 
XVIII. Concerning thoſe that offend , 
and diſoblige you, conſider in the Firſt 
place, the Relation you ſtand in towards 
them, and that you are all made for each 
other. Aud as for your own part you 
ate particlarly ſet at the Head of the 
World; And like a Ram in a Flock, de- 
ſign d for Defence and Protection. You 
may go higher in your Reaſoning if you 
pleaſe, and conſider that either Chance, or 
Providence Governs the Univerſe; if the 
nter, then the Coarſer parts of the Cre- 
ation were made for the Service of their 
sctters ; And theſe laſt for the Iutereſt and 
1 | >upport of each other. 
- Secondly ; © conſider how wretchedly 
They miſmanage their own Buſineſs, and 
how far they are gone in Luxury, and Li- 
bertiniſm, eſpecially you ſhould remem- 
ber what ſtrong Prejudices they lye under, 
| bow confident they are in their Miſtakes, 


| 70 WIRD what fatisfation they play the 
| Foo], 


F 3 Thirdly 5 
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| Thirdly; Conſider that if thoſe that 
diſoblige you, are in the Right, you have 
no reaſon to be Angry; But if they are in 
the wrong, *tis becauſe they know no 
better. They are under the Neceſſity of 
their own Ignoratice. For as all Error 
is involuntary ; ſo no body would leſſen 
themſelve ſo much as to ttinſs either Ho- 
neſty, or Good Manners, if they were 
e aware ont. And thus we ſee Peo- 
ple won't endure the Charge of Avarice, 
Ingratitude, or Knavery, without being 
ſtung at the Imputation. 

Fourthly ; Don't forget you are lite 
the reſt of the World, and Faulty yout 
ſelf ina great many Inſtances; That tho 
you may forbear running Riot in ſome 
Caſes, tis not for want of an Inclination: 
And that nothing but Cowardize, Vanity, 
or ſome ſuch ſcandalous Principle, hinders 
you from breaking out. 

Fifthly, That 'tis ſometimes a hard 
matter to becertain whether you have re- 
ceived ill uſage or not: For Men's Action 
oftentimes look worſe than they are: And 
one muſt be throughly inform'd of a great 
many things before he can be rightly qua- 
lifyed to give Judgment in the, Caſe. 

Sixthly, When you are moſt Angry and 
Gall'd, remember that Humane Life 1aſts 
but a Moment, and that we ſhall all of us 

very 
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very quickly, be laid in our Grave 

Seventhly, Conſider that tis not other 
Peoples Actions, ( for they are lodg d at 
Home, and are neither Good, nor Bad to 
to any but thoſe that do them,) which 
diſturb us, but only our qwn Opinions a- 
bout them. Do but then diſmiſs theſe 
Notions, and don't fancy the Thing a 
| Grievance, and your Paſſion will ceaſe 
immediately. But how can this Fancy be 
Diſcharg d? By conſidering that bare ſuf- 


fering, has nothing of Infamy or Scandal 


* 


int. Now unleſs you reſtrain the Notion 
of Evil to what is Scandalous and Diſho- 
| neſt, your own Vertue will grow precari- 


Ve. 


| ous, and you be under a Neceſſity of do- 
ing a great many unwarrantable Things.“ 
{ Eighthly, Conſider that our Anger and 
Impatience often proves much more Mif- 
chievous, than the Provocation could 
poſſibly have done. 

} Ninthly, That Gentleneſs and Good 


Humour are invincible, provided they are 


of the right Stamp, without any thing of 
| Hypocriſy, or Grimace. This is the way 
to Diſarm the moſt Barbarous, and Sa- 
gave: A conſtancy in Obliging Behavi- 
dur, will make the moſt Outragious Per- 
bon aſham'd of his Malice: The worſt Bo- 
dy imaginable can't find in his heart ta do 
you any Miſchief, if you continue kind 
y P 4 and 
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8 and unmov'd under ill Uſage, if you ſtrike 
in with the right opportunity for Advice, 

If when he is going to do you an ill Turn, 

you endeavour to recover his Underſtand. 

ing, and retrieve his Temper in ſuch 

gentle Language as this. Prethee Child be 

quiet, Men were never made to worry one 4. 

not her In earneſt if you go on, my dev 
Friend, you'l have the worſt on t; As for ny 


— 
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Preſent 
tis hig 
your I. 
care to 
Anger 
Qualit. 
in the 
tive ag 
Frowa 


Ty with as much Care as if they were a WWprivil 
Preſent Nleug 


part, I'm proof againſt every Thing, but m Unma 
{ own Folly, Then Proceed to IIluſtrate per ar: 
4 the Point and let your Arguments be Ge- {MMaſcu! 
I neral and Inoffenſive : Shew him that N much 
q Brutes are upon better Terms than this Fortifi 
1 comes to; That tis not the cuſtom of of ſor 
b Bees to ſpend their Stings upon their own ment 
4 kind, nor of one Heard of Cattle to draw {laſt f 
4 up againſt another. And let all this be the me 
4 done out of ſtark Love and Kindneſs, with Was Gri 
4 out any thing of Bantering or Biting : You Meer tc 
F muſt likewiſe ſtand clear of Vanity in your {theſe F 
0 , addreſs , Don't ſeem to flouriſh upon the him. 
1 Subject, as if you were declaiming in the As 
4 Schools, and Courting the Audience for {eepts t 
4 Commendation : If there is any Company, Nou p 
4 ne're ſet your ſelf off to them: But Dil- ¶ ſtructe 
4 courſe him with as little Straining and Af: may n 
ſectation, as if there was no body but N poſibi 
. himſelf. Wiſtra 
* Lay up theſe Nine Heads in your Memo- N pla 
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preſent from the Nine Muſes : for now 
tis high time to begin to be a Man for 
your Life time. And here you muſt take 
care to Guard againſt Flattery, as well as 
Anger ; For theſe are both unſerviceable 
Oualities, and doa great deal of Miſchief 
tin the World. And for a farther preſerva- 
tive againſt the latter, remember that 
Frowardneſs and Rage are Marks of an 
Unmanly Diſpoſition. Mildneſs and Tem- 
per are not only more Humane, but more 
Maſculine too: One thus Affected appears 
much more brave, and Firm, and better 
ö fortified , than he that's Fuming, and out 
Jof ſorts. For impaſſibility is an argu- 
ment of Greatneſs; And he that has the 
Raſt Feeling in theſe Caſes, has always 
the moſt ſtrength : On the other hand, 
las Grief is a ſign of Weaknefs, ſo is An- 
ger too; A Man is wounded in both 
theſe Paſſions, and the ſmart is too big for 
him. 
As you have received theſe Nine Pre- 
cepts from the Myſes, take this Tenth if 


„ou pleaſe , from their Preſident and In- 
&- ſtructor Apollo: That to wiſh all People 
may not do ill Things is to wiſh an im- 


poſibility, and no better then a peice of 
Diſtraction. But then to give them leave 
-o plague other Folks, and deſire to be 
a MWpriviledged your ſelf, is a Fooliſh and a 
nt Flaughty expectation. XIX. There 
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* — muſt be particularly careful to avoid, 


the Empe- 


tour 
means 


Suſpici- 
Ou neſs, 
ill Lan- 
guage, Ly. 
ing and in- 
cempe- 


rance. 


See Book 
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XIX. There are four ill Qualities w. M 


inous 
and pull them up as faſt as we find then . Or 


grow in our Heads: and undertake then Ind no 


as they riſe in this faſhion. This fang 
C fay) is Groundleſs and Unneceſſary; 
This rough behaviour makes Society, ani 
Correſpondence impracticable: This to 
ther is but a Copy of your Countenance; 
you can't ſay it from your heart, Noy 
this is a very bad Character. There's Thre 
of them: And whatever you are conſci 
ous degrades the Diviner part of you, 
makes your Mind Truckle to your Body, 
and your Reaſon to your Pleaſures, look 
upon that as the Fourth. 

XX. Thoſe Particles of Fire and Air 
which are lodg'd in your Body, notwith-ontne 
ſtanding their Tendency to Mount, ſub-Wi 
mit to the Laws of the Univerſe , (tick 
cloſe to your Conſtitution , and keep th 
reſt of the Elements Company. Again 
the Earthly, and Watry Part in you, tho 170 of 
they naturally preſs downwards, are rai-Wi 
ed above their Level, and ſtand pois'd i 
a Foreign Region: Thus the Element 
ſerve the Intereſt of the World. And tho s peo) 
they ſeem to ſtand bent and uneaſie, the 
keep their Poſt, till the Signal is given 0Meſs in 
march off, and ſeparate. And is it bo Man « 


then a ſcandalous buſineſs that your MindWricty a 
ſhould 


And y 
bet of 
LOunte 
tits K 
Fray te 
goes as 
Deſert 
hen ! 
pe quit 
Has pla 
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ound be the only Deſerter, and grow Mu- 
| — about her Station? Eſpecially when 
her Orders agree with her Conſtitution, 
Ind nothing that's unnatural is enjoyn'd ? 
and yet ſhe won't bear the Conduct of 
bet owfh Faculties, but tuns perfectly 
Counter to Humanity. For when a Man 
tits Knave, or Libertine, when he gives 
Way to Feats and Fits of the Spleen, he 


Deſert his own Nature : And farther , 
het his Mind complains of his Fortune, 
the quits the Station in which Providence 
Hs placed him. For Acquieſcence, and 
Picty are no leſs his Duty, and his Ta- 
* too, than Honeſty between Man and 
Man: For theſe Virtues carfy up to the 
kommon Intereſt, and ate rather of great- 
r Antiquity, and Value, than Fair Deal- 


goes as it were tun away from Hinifcif,and 


_ Ine it (elf. * 'Plety the 
| | 3 Undation 
5 XXI. He that does not always drive at of Juſt = 


the ſame End, will never be Uniform, 
ud of a peice in his Conduct. But this 
Hint is too ſhott, unleſs you deſcribe the 
Wality of this Deſign, and what it is 
hat we ought principally to Aim at. Now 
s People don't agree in the Preferences of 
doice, and the Notion of Advantage, un- 
Jeſs in what relates to the Common Good, ſo 
Man ought to propoſe the Benefit of So- 
ety and the geti®ral Intereſt of the World. 
D 25 
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as his main-bufineſs. For he that Ty 
at this Mark, will keep an even Hand, an 
be always conſiſtent with himſclt. 

XXII. Remember the Story of th: 

Country and City Mouſe, and how pit 
fully the former was frightned and far. 

This hint Priʒ d. 

I ſuppoſe. XXIII. Socrates us d to ſay, the Commoſ e 

gm d to Objects of Terror, were nothing but Bug Pit wi 


ſhew the bears, fit only to ſcare Crows, and Chill augh' 
—_— tn - ; ow 
Curioſity, s 5 | = 
and Ap XXIV. The Lacedemorians at theMWccing | 
petite. Publick Shews, ſeated Strangers under a XXI 
nopy in the Shade, but made their others 
People Shift, and take their Conveniene een te 
Twas As they found it. * Ei nil 5 Itronge 
= cu. XXV. Socrates being invited to Perdi ff Life 
om of 5 * . =. 
the Lace. £45'S Court, made this Excuſe, I da ill he 
eee“ not come ſays he for fear of being put ur 
their Peg. der an incapacity of returning an Oblig:\ſ 
ple hardi. tion ; which I take to be the worſt wa) 
7. of deſtroying a Man imaginable. | 
reports RAVI. Tis a Precept of the Epicure 
deni, Philoſophers, that we ſhould look back 
made by the Virtue of former Ages; And alway 
1 furniſnour Memory with ſome Eminent 
vac, Example. 0 
XXVII. The Pythagoreans would have 
us look up into the Sky every Morning: 
To put us in mind of the Order, and Co Child. 
ſtancy of the Heavenly Bodies, of the Eo #1 
l qualit); if 


— 


gvality 
he Fine 
* fra 
. Or a St: 
ſry Cle 
XXV 


Iv Socra 


* 


Pigs < 


* 
* —_— —_— . 
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l innlity and Perpetuity of their Motion, of 

e Fineneſs and Purity of their Matter, and 

bow frankly they lye open to Obſervation; 3 

Gor a Star never wears a Mask, nor puts 

ny Cloaths ou. 

| XXVII. Remember how unconcern'd- 

y Socrates wore a Sheep-skin ; when Xan- 

Pe had got his Coat on, and run His Wife. 
but with it. And how handſomly he 
L1ugh'd off the Matter to his Friends, 

N cho were ſtrangely out of Countenance by 

Wccing him in ſuch a Diſguiſe. * 

XXX. People don't pretend to teach 

pthers to Write, and Read, till they have 

Peen taught themſelves: This Rule holds 
Jironger in the Niceties, and Importance 

Pr Life; in which no Man is fit to Govern, 

Jin he has firſt Learn'd to Obey. . 


XXX. Be Dumb, Slaves han t de Pri- sick 1 

quoted by 

edge of ſpeaking. 1 Philode Li- 

8 XXXI. Iſrriled within my felf _— 
AXXII. They treat their Par ents with ogy. 

a1 Webe//rous, Language. * Helio 


XXXIII. He is a Mad-man that expects vn TR 
$125 on the Trees in Winter; And he Theſe 


Js little better that calls for his Children CO 


Again, when they are Dead and Buried. ſeem tobe 


XXXIV. Epictetu: would have a Man 7 — 


hen he is Kiſſing 1 and Careſſing his pe perour as 
Child, ſay to himſelf at the ſame time: 3 for 
[ 0 morrom perhaps this Pret! 7 thing may — 


Dye Catck. 


222 Marcus Antonmus's : 


— 


. 
— 


2 "= >> 
=. — ns 8 
—— So -= 2 3 
— — — 
— = — 


— — — 
— 7" * > * 


—— =” 


CE ES ERS EET 
— 


— — 1 — — 
MES — ST - 10 
"as * : 
PT — 
ws. -. 5 — — 2 


F. ccnkro and Unruly in all Caſes ; And never han 


> os --; — = 


- - — — A 
* * — he 
- — — — — 


8 IS” 
+ 453 — 


* * * 
— © 2 — — 2 
= = Fai ond TS — 5 


— _ = — — 
EE 
— 8 7 


nen Of our power to hinder. 


— — 


ö 


— 


and Philo- t | ' 
| XXXIX. T6 


- _— 
— 


— 83 


= = WE 
: — 4 = 
— — 
3 


2 => - — — 


= = —— — 
* —— -— 
— 


Dye aud leave me. Theſe are ſower Om. 
nous Reflections you't fay. That's yay 
miſtake : The conſequences of Mortality 
amd the Courſe of Nature, are no Ominon 
things to think on, otherwiſe it would 
an Ominons buſineſs to cut down a litt 
Graſs, or Corn. 822 
... XYRV. Grapes are firſt ſower , tha 
ripe, then Railins, theſe are all no mon 
than bare Alterations ; not into Nothing iſ 
but into ſomething which does not appeu 
and come up at preſent. 

XXXVI. As Epicketus obſerves, V 
body can rob another of his Hu, nor H 
conſequence make ſeizure of his Virtue. i 

XXXVII. The ſame Philoſopher ha 
Taught us the Art of Managing our 4: 
ſent and preventing ourReaſon from beiy 
impos d on; That we ſhould Enterpriz 
with a reſerve for Diſappointment; that 
our Inclinations ſhonld be Generous and 
Benevolent, and proportion d to the Me 
rit and Dignity of Things: that we mu 
keep our Deſires from being Headftron; 
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an Averſion for any Thing, which tis out 


XXXVIII. Therefore as Epicbetus ob: 
ſerves, the conteſt is no Trifle, but be 
ther we are to live in aur Wits, or out 9 
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XXXIX. Tis a ſaying of Socrates to 
pme untoward People; what would 
you beat ? W you have the Soul 
of a Man, or of a Beaſt in you? Of a 
Man without all donbt: Of what fort 
of Men, of thoſe that uſe their Reaſon, 
or thoſe that abuſe it? Of the Firſt, you 
may be ſure, Why then continues the 
& Philoſopher, don't you look ont for this 
pPriviledge? Becauſe we have it already. 
What makes youthen Diſagree, and fall 
; 

# foul upon each other? 


2 


BOOK XII. 


a 

Al thoſe Things you Druege, and 

ve Range fo much Ground for, you 
ir may have at your Eaſe, unleſs you are 

afraid of making your ſelf tooHappy.Your 

n Method to do your buſineſs , is not to 


concern your ſelf about the time Paſt, for 
u that is never to be recover d; To reſt the f 
Future with Providence; And only ſtick 5 
to the Preſent, and improve that to all 

the Noble purpoſes of Piety and Juſtice. 
The Pious part will be diſcharg d by being 
contented with your Fate; And why 
IH ſhould you not, ſince Nature made you for 
each other? * And as to the Obligations *SecBook 
of Jrftice, you't acquit your ſelf here, FO 
1 provided 
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provided you ſpeak Truth boldly, and great 
bove board, and make Law, and thor he 
Dignity of Things, your Rule to Act hy, ake H 
When you are not to be check'd in yo, hardly 
Progreſs, by the Misbehaviour, the Ig e dwe 
norance , and impertinent Reports Hutatio 
other People, nor yet by the Sence an nd Mc 


Sufferings of your own Carcaſe. Tho! H UI 

the way, tis a queſtion whether it ſuffer ody, 
ges Book, Or not. * To go on; If, ſince your Life bc tu 
2. Sect 16, is almoſt up, you lay aſide all other Mat. Mt the 
66. ters, and only Cultivate your Mind, ani beret 
pay a Regard to the Governing, and - 
atev 


Diviner part of your ſelf: If you are not 
at all afraid of loſing your Life, but of 
Miſſing the Ends on't, and not Living a 
you ſhould do; Then you'l act ſuitably to 
your Extraction, and deſerve to have the 
Deity for your Maker: Then you'l be no 


wha 
our ſe 
Fbich « 

of it 
mrow 


longer a ſtranger in your own Country, ſs ou 
nor be ſurpriz'd at common Accidents ; Ne Yor 
you'l ne're be anxious about the Future, this 
nor ſtand to the Courteſy of Events. Ittes 

II. The Almighty ſees through the "© > 
Soul of every Man as clearly, as if it was oldin 
not wrapt up in Matter, or had any thing Itice 
of the Shrow'd and Coarſneſs of Body -.! 
bout it. And God being a Spirit, Adds Fiſting 
only as ſuch, and concerns himſelf for no fte, 
other Beings but thoſe of his own Nature. Pth J 
Now if you would learn to do thus, a Er 


great 


——— 
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Treat deal of Trouble would be ſav'd: 
For he that can overlook his Limbs , and 
hake his Carkaſs fit looſe about him, will 
ardly diſturb himſelf about the Houſe 
be dwells in; about his Equipage or Re- 
utation or any part of the Furniture, 
nd Magnificence of a Figure. 
III. You conſiſt of three Parts, your 
ody, your Breath, and your Mind: +5: Book 
he two firſt are yours to take care of, 2. Set. 2. 
ut the latter is properly your Perſon. 
here fore if you abſtract from the No- 
gon of your ſelf, that is of your Mind, 
hate ver other People either ſay, or do, 
Ir whatever you may have ſaid or done 
Pur (elf formerly, together with all that 
Fbich diſturbs you under the conſiderati- 
of its coming to paſs hereafter ; If you 
brow the neceſſary Motions of your Car- 
1s out of the Definition, and thoſe of 
ge Vortex that whirls about you; And 
this means preſerve your Rational Fa- 

Elties in an Independent ſtate of Inno- 
he Ice, free from Force and Infection; 
olding cloſe, and ſteady tothe Virtues of 
aſtice 5 Truth, and Acquieſcence ; If I 
ly, you keep your Mind ſeparate, and 
liſtinguiſh'd, from the Objects, of Ap- 
ktite, and the Appendages of Time, 
Pth Paſt and Future, and make your (elf 
Ke Empedocles's World, 
xt Q Round 


# 


1 — 


41, oi —— ———— 
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1 Round as a Ball, and Spinning on jon ien, 1 
q * Turning Axis, * _— Death, 
q Ref, And concern your ſelf to live nfain?? 
5 longer than your Life time, that is . au: 
* See Book preſent Moment; * If you do all this, y ould 
i * 1+ may Move on till Death ſtops you, wit it 
i Credit and Satisfaction. en pe 
. IV. I have often wonder'd how it con ve bt 
4 to paſs, that every Body ſhould love then ble tc 
5 {ſelves beſt, and yet value their Neig not 
YH bours Opinion about themſelves , mor not, 
is than their own. Therefore if any GolWiglt r 
. or Eminent Inſtructor in Philoſophy ive tl 
3 ſhould ſtand at a Man's Elbow, and OrdiWſpute 
* him to turn his inſide ontwards, and pow i; 
4 liſh every Thought and Fancy, as faſt ods w 
# as they came into his Head, he'd thin ond 
* a hard Chapter, and not ſubmit fo mu pre 
. as to a Days Diſcipline. Thus we tail. 
4 more in awe of Fame, than Conſciene hey!! 
i and regard other Peoples Judgments abo e miſh 
® our own! nreaſe 
off V. How comes it about that fince H VI. 
£ God's have - contriv'd all things ſo wal the e 
| and ſo much to the benefit of Mankinim to 
they ſhould overlook this particular: Me Lef 
ſuffer Men of great Virtue and Merit, wih$s infiz 
by their Piety and Devotion were ids tl 
were the Domeſticks of the Powers Wule it 
bove ; and kept always a Correſpondc_l VII. 


with Heaven, that they ſhould ſuffer . you 


th... Ml ce — 
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len, I fay, to be finally extinguiſh'd by 
death, and not give them their Being 
Pain? Now if the Caſe ſtands thus, you may 
WW :fur'd had it been proper, the Gods 
{Would have ordered it otherwiſe : For 
ait been Reaſonable, it would have 
ren poſſible: Nature * would certainly * God- 
wwe brought it forth, if it had been ſui- 
ble to her Perfections. Therefore from 
not being Matter of Fact, if indeed it 
not, you may undoubtedly conclude, it 
Wight not to be ſo: For don't you per- 
ieee that in Reaſoning this point, you 
ſpute the Adminiſtration of Providence: 
ow if the Juſtice and Goodneſs of the 
ods were not extraordinary, this Liberty 
Would not be allow'd ; Neither would 
ua o preſume fo far if you thought other- 
ile. But if they have theſe Perfections, 
cWcy'l never neglect their Affairs, nor 
o emiſh their World with any thing that's 
nreaſonable, or Unjuſt. 
VI. Accuſtom your ſelf to Maſter things 
weh the greateſt difficulty, and which you 
indem to deſpair of; For if you obſerve, 
Me Left-hand, tho for want of Practice, 
wü inſignificant to other Buſineſs, yet it 
3W\is the Bridle better than the Right, be- 
's Muſe it has been uſed to it. 
Jenny V Ii. Conſider what Death will make 
(0 you, both as to Body, and Mind: Re- 
vl Q 2 collect 
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gee Book lity of Things; And to this purpoſe 30 
2. dect. a. muſt divide them into Matter and Form, } 


— and enquire into the End they were mal 


f — 


collect the ſhortneſs of Life, the Unme,ſ 


ſurable extent of Time both paſt and F, 5 
ture > and how ſlenderly all things are pull 3 | 
together. = 

VIII. Let it be your Method to content 
plate Spirits, apart from their Bodies, f III 
theſe are no better then the Shell they a 0 
ſhut up in: Mind the Aim, and the En 4 78 
of Peoples Actions: Examine the valy 4 1 ; 
of Fame, the Force of Pain, the Aſcen Fi 

Book dant of Pleaſure, * and ſee what Death not 

7-33-Bookamounts to: Conſider upon what 20 18 
count a Man grows troubleſome to hin ther. 
See Book ſelf, that no Body can be hinder'd by lh, 

e IF . | }. 
nother : And that Opinion is the Mal” xn 
Thing, which does good or harm in to... . 
World. 33 

IX. We muſt manage the Precepts i 11 
Philoſophy like thoſe that Wraſtle, aM xx 
Box in the Circus, and not like a Gladiui t b 
For your Fencer if he drops his Sworlfil,....” 


is Hewn down immediately; But the oth 
that makes Weapons of his Limbs, 1u 
them always about him, and has nothin 
to do but to keep his Hands and Ft 
ſtirring. 

X. Be not ſatisfied with a ſuperfid 
View, but penetrate the Nature and Qul 


World 


for. XI. Wh 4 
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— 


XI. What a mighty privilege is a Man 
porn to, ſince tis in his power not to do 
Iny thing but what God Almighty ap- 
proves, and to be fatisfied with all the 
Diſtributions of Providence. 

XII. When things follow from the 
ourſe, and Conſtitution of Nature, we 
ught not to murmur at 1t : Not againſt 
he Gods, for they have neither III-will 
or Impotence, and by conſequence can 
o nothing Amiſs ; nor yet againſt Men, 
or their Misbehaviour 1s all involuntary, 
therefore we muſt complain of no Bo- 
XIII. How unacquainted is that Man 
Fith the World, and how ridiculous does 
pe appear, that makes a wonder of any 
hing he meets with here ? 

XIV. Either the Order of Things are 
xt by irrevocable Fate,or Providence may 
e work'd into Compaſſion, or elle the 
World Flotes at Random without any 
teerage. Now if Nature lies under an 
movable Neceflity , to what purpoſe 
ould you ſtruggle againſt it? If the fa- 
our of Providence is to be gain'd, qualifie 
our ſelf for the Divine Aſſiſtance + But 
| Chance, and Confuſion carry it, and no 
ody fits at the Helm; be you contented 
nd Ride out the Storm patiently , for 
ou have a Governour within you, * tho 


Q 2 the 


Flee Pnnk 
7. Sect. 63, 
54. 


" Your 
Peas: 


— Q—Ü— — 
— — 


— => ꝗ— — 2 3 f - 
— — — 1 — — — - — 


— 


LY 


— 3 22 ES ==: z A 
—— — — 7 — 8 — == . 


cn  - 


— 
> 
- == 


— = 7 


3 EO — 
3 +" 264 _5 — — bs = = 
ED 8 — = * 


— 


— « FEET E — => 

— — E CITE Co 
2 ET = 
= 
— 


— 
7 RES —— — 


* 


2x Ws 
—=- = 


— * — — — — - — — a = mn — 
ES” 2 5 Es 9 C ·˙· 1m ⁰· U U 
. c T : — . : : 2— = 1 52 = - == : 2 —— f ſs 
7 —— ax : S 3 — * - E - : SV — — > — — = Son. — 2. 
* PP PE 8 — ot EE — ä — — SENSES INES — == tp 
< — : — — — 5 - - = "I ST _ — 
= — — : : : = 
— CT - — = — - 


— — -- 
— — 


— —— $ 
: — 5 — I 
— == 


K - — — — — _ 
= — * - £ 2 Tz 2 
= * Fas 2 : "EE SS 


E OD. * — * 
2 * === 


0 Marcus ANrONINus's 


8 


— 


— 


| e 
: 
4 
E 


* —— = : 


XV 
lever n 
Diſtin 
out th 
Was ( 
too, | 


the World has none: And if the Ware 
run too high, let them roll off your Cy. 
kaſs, and your Fortune, but there's 9 
_— your Mind ſhould be driven with 
them. 

XV. A Lamp unleſs you put it ou 
holds it Light, and ſhines without inter tinue. 
ruption : And can you find in your hen XI. 
to ſee your Honeſty ſink in the Socket Nou! 
to out-laſt your Sobriety , and let you than 
Virtue be extinguiſh'd before you ? 

XVI. When you fancy any one hy 
Tranſgreſs'd, ſay this to your ſelf. Hon 
do I know tis a Fault? And granting i 
is, it may be his Conſcience has correcte 
him. And if ſo, he has given himſelt ! 
ſowr Box on the Ear: Beſides, you aret 
remember, that to wiſh an ill Man ſhoull 
not do Amiſs, is juſt as wiſe as it woull 
be to deſire an unripe Fig ſhould not tal 
of the Tree; that Children ſhould na 
fquaul in the Cradle, nor Horſes NeigiſM 
nor a great many other Things Act a 
cording to the neceſſity of their Condit: 
on. Pray, how would you have a Ma 
of ſuch an unfortunate Diſpoſition behav| 
himſelf 2 Tf you believe the Caſe may be 
remedied, and are ſuch a Doctor at bY 
Diſcaſe, do ſo much as cure him. | 

XVII. If *tis not Decent never do it 
if tis not true, never ſpeak it; let this 1 
wyaqys be your Rule. XVIIL 1008 


with. 
any e 
ſer vie 


—— — Cr —— 
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XVIII. Look always nicely into what- 
ever makes an Impreſſion upon your Mind; 
IDiſtinguiſh it into Matter and Form, find 
out the purpoſe and deſign for which it 
was contriv'd, and the period of Time 
too, beyond which tis unlikely to con 

tinue. 

XIX. Conſider, for tis high time, that 
you have ſomething more Divine in you 
than the Mechaniſm of Paſſion, than the 
Wires and Tackling of a Poppet. What 


then is my Soul made of? Is it Fear, or 


Jealouſie? or Luſt 2 Or any thing of this 


Coarſe Nature ? Certainly no. 


XX. Take Care never to do any thing 


without Thought, and Deſign, nor for 


any other End neither but what may be 


neither have Place, nor Being, that your 
Contemporaries will have the ſame Fate, 


and the preſent Scene of Nature be ſhut 
up: For all things change of Courſe, and 
Wither, and drop in pieces, that new 
ones may be made out of them. 


XXII. Thoughts are in a great Mea- 


ſure Maſters of Things, and which is more, 
tis in your own Power to think as you 
8 pleaſe : Therefore don't ſuffer Opinion, to 
cheat you any longer. Diſingage from 
the Tyranny of Fancy; and then as if 


Q 4 og 


ſerviceable to the Intereſt of Socite ß. hat is 
XXI. Conſider that in a little time you'l of Min- 


kind in 
general. 
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* God, 


dee Brok Of the Univerſe. 


— . 


; 


you doubled ſome dangerous Cape, you can be 
have nothing but a ſteady Courſe, a ſmoothMcertain 
Sea, and a Land-lock'd Bay to receinMble, ar 
you. | thus a 

XXIII. Every Operation that ceaſes i were c 
due time, ſuffers nothing by breaking of: ¶ tion: 
Neither does the Agent receive any harm 
upon this Score. Thus Life, which is no- 
thing but a Series, and Continuation, of 
Action, comes to no Damages, by havin 
a ſeaſonable Period put to it : Neithe 
does he that lays this Motion aſleep, fu 
ſtain any Loſs, provided tis done at: 
proper Juncture. Now Nature aſſignsth than 
Term, and ſets out the Bounds of Life; i 
ſometimes this Period is fix d by particu-Wof yo 
lar Nature, or force of Conſtitution, as i the bl 
happens when a Man dies of Old Age; the 
but let it come late, or early, Common N. eithei 
tare has certainly a Hand int. And thuMWpeact 
the Parts of Nature changing from oneWcond] 
Form to another; preſerve the World inis fre 
perpetual Youth, and Vigour. Now that Anin 
is always as it ſhould be, both as to Time, ¶ to his 
and Quality, which makes for the Servic tion, 
+ From hence it follow {WThir: 


Beet that bare Dying can be no real Evil, ſe Nyour 
dect. 3. Ing there's nothing of Baſeneſs or Moral When 
g Furpitude int: For tis both Involunta you 
with reſpect to our ſelves, and ſerviceable ¶ Hum 
to the general Intereſt, Therefore there Hat th 


cal 


y A 
is 
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an be nothing of Scandal in it. Nay, tis 


certainly a Good Thing, ſince tis ſuita- 
ble, and ſeaſonable for the Dniverſe. And 
thus a Man that goes off ſmoothly, is as it 
were carried out of the World by Inſpira- 
tion: For he that follows the Deity 
with his Motions, and with his Will 


too, ſeems actuated by a Divine Impreſ- 


ſion. 
XXIV. Let theſe three Hints lie ready 
for Service. Firſt, As to your own Acti- 


Jons, let nothing be done raſhly, nor to no 
Purpoſe, nor indeed in any other manner 
than Juſtice her ſelf would have order'd 
lit: And as for Caſualties, and the State 


lof your Fortune ; conſider that they are 
the blind Diſtributions of Chance, or elſe 
the Appointment of Providence. Now 


either to murmur againſt Chance, or Im- 


peach Providence, is extreamly abſurd. Se- 
condly, conſider what a flight thing Man 
lis from his Conception, to his Birth or 
Animation; * And from his firſt Breath 
to his laſt ; in the Parts of his Compoſi- 
tion, and in the State of his Diſſolution. 
Thirdly, Conſider, that if you could ſhoot 


Pour ſelf at Pleaſure into the Sky, and Animated 


Ithence take a View of Humane Affairs, 
zou would perceive a ſtrange medley of 
Humour, and Condition: And diſcover 
at the ſame time, the Air, and Ether too, 
| plentt- 


*The Sto- 
icks be- 


liev'd a 


Humane 
Fetus not 


til! the 
time of 
Birth. Ter- 
td. de 
Anim. 
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+ 'Twas plentifully ſtock'd with Inhabitants. + Any 
che the that if You mounted never ſo often, you! 
Platoniſts have the old Proſpect; Alaſs! Things Ale 
and de, generally of the ſame Complexion, ani 
icks, that | 2 
the Air, of the * ſhort Continuance tOO, and 
and Sky yet how ſtr angely we are Conceited 
dred by hem. 2 
Spirits, XXV. Diſcharge Opinion, and ya 
(unable to are ſafes And pray who can hinder ya 
rhe reſpe- 3 
Give Re- from doing it? 
gion: XXVI. When you are uneaſy upon am 
i om. Account, yon ſeem to forget that all 
mon, but Things fall out according to the Goo 
le Nt Pleaſure of Providence, and that anothe 
Thing. Man's Fault, is no Concern of yours; that 
what yon reckon Grievances, is nothin! 
but the Old Way of the World, and wil 
come over again, when you are dead, ant 
gone, and are #ow to be met with in! 
thouſand Places: You have forgotten thi 
all Mankind are of Kin ; fortho' they my 
be unallied in Fleſh and Blood, their Under 
ſtandings are all of the ſame Family; You 
don't remember that every Man's Sol 
is a Portion of the Deity, and deriv' 
from thence ; that we have nothing pro 
perly our own, but that our Children, 
our Bodies, and our Breath, are all bot 
row'd from Heaven, that Opinion goveri 
all, and things are. only as you thin 
them; and that 'tis not poſſible * a 


4 


McvitatioNs, Oc. 


_—_—_—— 


— 


_—_ — 


Body to live, or loſe, any more than the 
C Preſent Moment. All this you ſeem to 


have forgotten. 
XXVII. Reflect frequently upon thoſe 
that have formerly been mightily di- 


ſturb'd with Accidents of any kind, that 
have carried their Animoſities, and Feuds 
to the moſt flaming Exceſs ; that have 
made the moſt Glorious Figure, or met 


: 


6 


with the greateſt Misfortune ; and then 


ask your ſelf, where are they all nom? 
They are vaniſh'd like a little Smoak ; 


Ithey'r ſhrunk within the compaſs of an 
Urn, and ate g_ Aſhes, and Ro- 


ance, and it may 


have not ſo much See Book | 


Jas the laſt imaginary Advantage neither.“ 525. 


Recollect likewiſe, all that Humour, and 
Odneſs, that ſome People affect, to ap- 


pear as Fabius Catullinus did at his Coun- 
try Seat, as Lucius Lupus, and Stertinias 


did at Baie, to Act the Fancy of Vertiu 
Rias, or the Liberties of Tiberius at Ca- 
preæ ; thus People dote upon Figure, and 
dingularity, tho' tis ſometimes in Lewd- 


neſs: * But granting tis ſomewhat better, * That of 


bi 


* 
. 
* 


FE 
— 


_ 


K 
2 
> 
I 
* 
; 
. 
4 


* 


is 


the Prize is Inſignificant, and the Play 
not worth the Candle: Tis much more 


becoming a Philoſopher to ſtand clear of 
Aafectation ; to be Honeſt, and Regular 


upon all occaſions, and to follow chear- 


tully wherever the Gods lead on : 


Tiber its 


was ſuch. 
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As for Pretence, and Hypocriſy, tis all terpo 
Stuff; For nothing is more Scandaloy Abun 
than a Man that is Proud of his Humi. but o 
lity. I tis p: 
XXVIII. To thoſe that ask me the rea. Nrent“ 

ſon of my being ſo earneſt in Religion; Soul 1 

, Worſhip; did I ever fee any of the Gods) lar e 
Or which way am I convinc'd of the cer. Chan 
tainty of their Exiſtence ? In the firſt place, Anin 

I anſwer, that the Gods are not Inviſible: laſtly 


he Moo? * But granting they were, the Objettior lee 

and the would ſignify nothing; For I never hal | 

— 9p a fight of my own Soul, and yet I have _ 

the Opini- 2 great value fort; becauſe tis diſcovers * 

en of the ble by its Operations. And thus by mH 

Sticks. conſtant Experience of the Power of thei othe 

Gods, I have a Proof of their Being, and fg 

a reaſon for my Veneration. i — 

14 XXIX. The beſt Proviſion for a ha-. 
i py Life, is to diſſect every Thing, view 12 
i it on all Sides, and Divide it into * 
to Matter and Form. To practiſe Honeſty The 


in good earneſt, and ſpeak Truth from 


LE 
=. .--A a 


and the ſame, tho tis divided by the In: 
terpoſition 


AM the very Soul of you: And when you The 
# have done this, live eaſy and cheat. Or 
A ful; And crowd one Good Action ſo Pee 
El. cloſe to another, that there may not ; 
W1 be the leaſt Empty, or Inſignificant (pace 3 J 
W between them. | De 
#1 XXX. The Light of the Sun is but one 44g 


— * 
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„ 


* „ 


terpoſition of Walls, and Mountaints, and 
Abundance of other Opace Bodies. There's 
but one common Matter for Corporiety, tho 
tis parcell'd out among Bodies of diffe- 
rent Qualities : There is but one ſenſitive 
Houl neither, notwithſtanding it has pecu- 
liar Conveyances, runs in innumerable 
Chanels, and ſupplies a vaſt number of 
Animals diſtin from each other. And "The Sci 
laſtly, the Rational Soul tho' it ſeems to iht Rats 
be ſplit into DiſtinCtion, is but one and the nal Soul a 
ſame. * Now excepting this laſt, the 18 
Parts of the other Species of Form + and +By Form, 
Matter, tho without Apprehenſion, or in Gatte 
any common Affection to tie them to each — 5 
other, are yet upheld by an Intelligent Be- Emperour 
ing, and by that Faculty which puſkes nean che 


things of the ſame Nature, to the ſame Mind, in 


| * . Animals 
Place: But Humane Underſtandings have Seng. 


a peculiar Diſpoſition to Correſpondence; tive Soul, 
they ſtick together by Inclination, and ig Vege. 


3 $ 4 : tables, and 
: nothing can extinguiſh ſuch Sociable — $9 | 


Thoughts in them. Things 

S XXXI. Whatisit you hanker after. Is it — 1 
bare Exiſtence? Or Senſation ? Or Motion ? Union 
or Strength, that you may loſe it again in gbicb 


; ſuppo 
Decay? What Is it the Privilege of Speech, „ 


or the Power of Thinking in general ? er Di 
Is any of this Furniture big enough for and racks 


Deſire? If all theſe Things are Trifles up- their Be. 
on the Matter, proceed to ſomething that's 8, % 
£ worth cer. 


„ 


= — oi — — — 
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worth your while; and that is to be ge. 
vern'd by Reaſen and the Deity. And 
yet you can't be ſaid to value theſe lah 
mention'd Privileges rightly neither, if 
you are diſturb'd becauſe Death muſt take 
ee Book them from you, K 
9. Set. XXXII. What a ſmall part of unmes 
Sea. 28, furable Time, falls to the ſhare of a ſingly 
Mortal, and how ſoon is every one {wal- 
low'd up in Eternity? what a handful of 
the Univerſal Matter goes to the making 
2 Humane Body, and what a very little 
*The Em. of the Univerſal Soul too, * to raiſe it 
Frans the into an Animal? And on what a narrow 
Seafiive Clod with reſpect to the whole Earth, do 
or Vir ne YOU crawl upon? Conſider all this, and 
Sticks reckon nothing Great, unlefs it be to 48 
call d it. in Conformity to your own Reaſon, and 
to ſuffer as the Almighty fhall appoint 
you. 
XXXIII. The great Buſineſs of a Man, 
is to improve his Mind, and govern his 
Manners; this is minding the main Chance. 


"OI" 


aq As for all other Projects, and Purſuits, Neve 
41 Whether in our Power to compaſs or not, {Wbree 
+ they are no better than Trifling, and A- End 
id muſement. Wife 
4 XXXIV. We can't have a more lively fle t 
Fi and promiſing Notion, to ſet us above the the 

1 fear of Death; than to conſider that it Is h. 
WM _— has been diſpis'd even by that Sect, * who ene 


made 


CE” 
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pade Pleaſure, and Pain, the Standard of 

Pood, and Evil de Or 
XXXV. He that likes no Timg ſe well 
5 that fixt by Providence, he that's indif- 
e erent whether he has room for a: long 
Progreſs in Reaſon, and Regularity or 


* 


on thus qualified will never be afraid of 
Iying. 
XXXVI. Heark ye Friend ; you have 


but a few Years ; if you have obſerv'd 
he Laws of the Corporation, the length 


1d r ſhortneſs of the Time, makes no diffe- 
ence. Where's the Hardſhip then, if 
nd ovidence that planted you here, or- 
nt ers your Removal? You can't ſay you 


ire ſent off by a Tyrannical, and Un- 


n, W'izhteous Sentence; No, you quit the 
1s tage as fairly as a Player does that has 
ce. Wis Diſcharge from-the--Mafter of the 
ty, Neves > But I have only gone through 
ot, bree Ace, and not held out to the 
A- nd of the Fifth. You fay well; but in 


Wite three AFs make the Play entire. 
0 e that appoints the Entertainment 1s 
the beſt Judge of the length ont; and 
Es he order d the opening of the firſt 
cre, ſo now he gives the fign for 


jot, + or whether he has a few or a great Ste Book 
nany Years to view the World in; a Per- 1. Sect . 


peen a Burgher of this Great City; The 
hat's matter tho you have lived in't Worla. 


F EE 


—c. 
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— 


ſhutting up the laſt: You are neithsM ____— 
accountable for one or to'ther : There. 
fore retire in good Humour, for H 
by whom you are diſmiſs'd means ya 
no harm. 


| The End of the Twelve Books of tu 
Emperow Ax TONIN us. 
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In which | 


The Principles of the Stoicks are compared 
with the Peripateticks, with the Old A- 
cademicks, and more eſpecially with the 
Epicurean Set: The ayer, Writings 
likewiſe of the Stoick Philoſophers, Sene- 
ca, Epictetus, and particularly thoſe of 
our Emperour Marcus Antoninus, re 
briefly examined. 


I S the Opinion of ſeveral Chriſtiam 
; Writers that the Principles of the | 
W0icks come nearer the Doctrines of tze 
opel, than any other SeF of the Autient 
Eiuloſophers. Joſephus likewiſe who was 

Ihariſee by Perſwaſion, (which St. Paul 
ls the ſtraiteſt Se& of the JewiſhReligi- 
\ 3 affirms that the Sec of the Phariſees re- Aﬀs a6 
led that of the Stoicks among the Greeks: s. 
nd to come within the pale of the 2 


N [ a } Church = 


A 


. 21 
Church, St. Hierom is poſitive that the Sto 
icks agree with the Tenents of Chriſtianity in 
In Efay. 20ſt Points. * And that they agree with 
am Com us in many Things is paſt all Diſpute, az 


Petit io 
was m. 


Piele d 


bs, _ conſiderable pretenſions of thoſe of ano hiloſo 
Kath -— =: Ai ther Way ; And here I ſhall wave the med gal 


Lib. 8.and tion of Pythagoras myſtick, or rather mag nd He. 


ru. will appear to any Perſon that will be «| * 1 
4 the pains to compare the Moral Precen Noth j. 
q of the one Perſwaſion with thoſe of the o Nanda 
© ther. Indeed I think there's no Diviſion Nature 
14 of the Pagan Philoſophy which reaches u Nhe See 
+ to the Stoicks. To ſpeak modeſtly, theres he br. 
41 no Sed that I know of, that ſets a greate eęard 
fi value upon Virtue and Religion, drives Nhat dit 
{i the Notion higher, diſcovers more of ronnc 
bY good Earneſt : and Bravery, preſſes tte an fr. 
74 Practiſe with more Spirit and Argument, Make hi 
m6 and promotes it with more warmth d leither 
1 Inclination. Na to a 
4 I0 make this Truth more Evident, 8 7 hal 
1 s See Py- twill not be Improper to compare the ho ha 
F zhagorays Philoſophy ofthe Stoicks, with the moltMics of 
. 


N cal Syſtezr, * of which there are only ſom e » 
in theLife broken Remains come to our Hands: Fos Dise 
1 the Golden Verſes which go under Pytha He the ſ 
ogg ras's Name, are of the ſame ſtamp witli ly int 
See Dio Phocylides's Monitory, both of them Forgl Pey fir(] 


pros.Orat. and Counterfeit. And as for the ſlovenſ 


6: in Dio- . the 


gen: & neſs Smut and lewd Practice of the aich iger, 
Laert. Ide they dont deſerve the honour of a Comfirſcn . 


\et 1t100:I8 
— petition N 


L431 


Petition; And here by the way, Juvenal 
yas much miſtaken in ſaying that the G- 
viele differ d from the Szoicks in nothing 
but in wearing fewer Cloaths ;, * Whereas 


oth in Habit and Behav, as highly 
Peandalous and Diſhonourable to Humane 


Ihe Stoicks hated the Cynical Haien e: 2 


its 13. 


Nature. To return, neither do I think £*" 


Lib 7 


Prounds of all Science? that Degrade a 
Han from the privilege of his Reaſon, 
Hake his Body and Soul Inf ignificant, and 
either allow him Eyes, or Underſtand- 
g to any purpoſe. 
1 ſhall therefore proceed to thoſe Sages 
bo have been more happy in their pur- 
Wits of Miſdom, who have Cultivated 
| hiloſophy better, been better Follow'd, 
d gain d more Credit in the World. 
75a Here 1 ſhall begin with the 0d fes. 
niche, and Peripateticks, who were Pla- 
8 Diſciples: And ſince theſe two SeFs 


ly in their Names, and the Places where 


yn them both together. Under this 


. 
on: 


Ihe Scepriciſm of the New Academy worth Egger. 


Ihe bringing into the Liſts: For what To 
egard is to be had to thoſe People f. S 


: at diſtruſt their Sences, and deſtroy the Epiſt. 92. 


I'« Senec. 


ge the ſame in their Tenents, and differ The 
firſt ſtudi- 


ed in the 
Þ<y firſt ſet up; I ſhall for Brevity ſake 2 
ana the 


other in 
ind ion Ariſtotle was the moſt Eminent the Bes- 


erlon; He was indeed a very extraordi- Ci, 
cer ted 


N 141 nary Lib. . 


_ Pproem., 


[4] 
7 Aver- nary Genius, run through Logichs, Rhe. ? 
ror toric, Poetry, Politicks, Oeconomichs handſ 


ſtile 15 


bande 
pleade 
Itradid 
Yom 
Wide th 
8 Anc 
Intelli 
Opinic 
This ! 
ſent hi 


Pbyfc. Ethicks, and Phyſichs, and perform'd Won. 

ders upon almoſt all the parts of Learning 

rn“ and Philoſophy; * inſomuch that as fi 
Lib 4. . 

as we can gueſs by what is extant, th: 

World is more oblig d to his Pen, than t 

all the Old Authors put together. II 

true, ſome give him this Character with 

an Exception of Preference for Plato hi 

2 Cicer. Maſter. '* But theſe Criticks ſeem to mi 

* 1 ſtake the Drift of Plato's Writings: 

It being not ſo much the Deſign of thi 

great Man to treat the Principles of SW 

ence, and leave us a Body of Learning, 3 

to Combat the Sophiſts of his own Time 

"*Gicer.de 4 For this purpoſe he diſputes under tle 


— Lib. Perſon of Socrates, and makes it his mai gives t 
buſineſs, to refute the Fallacies , e lay: 
pull of the Mask, and expoſe the TriflinWpnd m 


of theſe pretenders in Philoſophy. Auxably t 
working upon this View, he was obligi nuch 
to take a compaſs in his Reaſoning, ing 
run out into ſeeming Digreſſions; aner his 
carry the Diſpute to a vaſt length; AuHclally i 
tho' the Connexion is true and Artificilmity 
yet tis wrought In ſo fine, that the Rev much! 
der has ſometimes much ado to keep ſigi tue 
of the main Argument. Tis granted" his! 
Man is not apt to Tire upon the Journey Mes to 
There's great variety of Invention; tit 


ti 


[-$'Y 


ſtile is entertaining, and the Tale very 
handſomly told, but then the Cauſe is fo 
banded from one hand to another, and! Cicer. 
pleaded with ſo much Colour, and Con- 10 


4 - 
tradiction, that tis ſomewhat difficult, to 
come at the Truth, and know on which 
Wide the Verdict ought to be given. 
And fince Ariſtotle is more clear and 
Wintelligible, we ſhall apply to him for his 
Eo pinion concerning the Precepts of Lite ; 
This Philoſopher therefore ſhall Repre- 
ſent his Clan, and deliver the Sence of the 
old Academicks, and Peripateticks, Now 
W4rifotle, as Plato did before him, ranges 
the Notion of Advantage under three 
| | eads, and throws it into the Diviſions of 
; Mind, Body, and Fortune. Tis true, He 
Eives the Preferrence to the Firſt, but then s Arif. 
bc lays great ſtreſs upon the two Latter , ier 1 
Wand makes them contribute very conſide- . &. 2. 
lrably to the ſatisfaction of Lite ; '* Inſo- Idem. E- 
much that he won't allow the beſt Man _ _ 
Living to be Happy if either his Health, 6. cap. 13. 
or his Pocket, are out of Order, ” eſpe- jor. 
Tially if he falls into any Remarkable Ca- 2. Ariſtor 
Pamity ; This weight of Adverſity is too ie. 
much for the Mind, and forces a Man's 3 
Virtue to grow uneaſie - It makes a breach * Ariftor. 
In his Enjoyment, and cruſhes his Happi- — 


; com. I. r. 
neſs to peices. 3 
dem. 


[a3] This. Opus 


6 ] 

This is Ariſtole's Opinion; But theQ, 
icks would not ſo much as grant Wealth 
or Conſtitution any Conſideration in thi 
Caſe, nor vouchſafe to admit any thing 
without the Mind, into the Diſtinctionsd 
Good, or Evil: With this Seck the Cir 
cumſtances of Fleſh and Blood, and the 
Condition of Externals, were but a ſorts 
Indifferent Matters, and ſignified little e 
ther one way, or to ther. For in thi 
Lazrt, Philoſophy nothing was Good, but what 
I. 7. Leno was Pious, Fuſt, Honourable, and Human 


Senec. E. 
3 i, Nor any thing Bad excepting, what wn 


Wicked, Onjuſt, Inhumane, and Scandalom: 

And for this reaſon, they look d upon 
Senec. Fools, and Knaves, Atheiſts, and Liber 
8 E 20. tines, no better than Miſerable Wretches, 
82. Am · tho they were never ſo well accommo- 
138 Of. dated in their Purſe, their Carkaſs, or then 
© 3. © Quality. And on the contrary, * that! 
SFenec. Man of Virtue aud Piety is always in a Stat 
_ Happineſs, let his Circumſtances be whit 

they will, and himſelf never ſo much har 

raſsd Loeb the pretended Evils of Li. 
„ Faint, And laſtly, that none but a Perſon of ci 
Diſf tt. L this Character can with any Propriety *M 
1CP.9 ſaid to be Miſe, to berightly Free. aud Mall 


Lil 


Peg ty 
2 thro 
Ware the 
bn whi 


Land O. 
ſaid to 


Vs, ar 
Dave i 
the TI 
Wing the 
nodat! 
oY Tu 
Hou 
For's ( 
the 5. 


of himſelf e Aucl * always the Favourii on 
of Heaven, and the particular care of Proti. of Ep; 
tot be is the only Body that lives undi ¶berty, 
fen rod, and # out of: the Reach of Fear, aui tue an; 


Aux; et} 


7 
| Anxiety. For let him live, or dye, *s the * Nat. A 
Diet) he reſs ens to, will never ſuffer hiam to = _ 
all into a real Diſadvantaze 3 *5 ſo that tic Tuſc. I t. 
f Ponpolſi ble for him ever to be wretched, or Epictet. 


7400, or to meet with any thing big enoug 35 Diſſert. l. 
4 
2 


23 & a6 
% throw him out of his Satis fuct ion. Theſe 25 Epic. 


are the Generous Principles of the Stoicks — 5 
fin which 2s they overſhot the Peripatetick, ſert. L. 3. 
Wand Old 4 SeF, fo they muſt 22 . 
ſaid to approach nearer to the true Great- Eeidl 10% 
Wneſs of the Chriſtian Religion. 

. confeſs Jam not . of * Tul- Cicer. 
Vs, and St. Auguſtins Mind, who will 8 
Whave it that theſe two Se@s are agreed in 1. De ti. 
the Thing, and differ only in the word- __ 7 
ing their Opinion. Such a perfect Accom- qe Civic. 
odation is I think prov'd Impradticable * 
» Tully himſelf in the Perſon of Cato: 
However, I am ſo far of this great Ora- » Cicer. 
Ftor's Opinion that the Conteſt between de HO 

Ide Stoicks and Peripateticks, was very 
gHonourable : »The Dignity, and Supre- Cicer. 
macy of Virtue was granted on both ſides; z 8 de 
[The only Diſpute was whether was ſuffi- © 
} tent to do a Man's Buſineſs alone; and 
Fake him happy in ſpite of every Thing 
Peſide. But then to make no Difference 
between Zeno's Cloyſter, and the Gardens 
of Epicurus ; to compare the Men of Li- 
Wberty, with the great Champions for Vir- 


ie and Self-denial, and to bring Pleaſure 
1 [ a 4 ] and 


[8] 

and Diſcipline into a Competition, th brder'd 
looks like a very unhandſome, and unrea. NPreſcri 
"ox fonable Fancy. For all that, ſome ha Mon of 
apud Cy. been ſo hardy as to endeavour the Recon. MNow . 
nil. vd. ciling theſe Contradictions ; and to make Nives t 
Ilan. I. the Matter the more Extraordinary, it hu n: A 
7. been attempted by ſome of the Stoick, NPpicure 
Let's ſee a little how one of them pretend; {ach ot 
to manage the Paradox. Uthe! 
If you fancy there's any great matter be. Nian's ! 
tween ws, you are miſtaken, ſays Seneca: Nhe Ep: 
5 vr. 3: A little difference indeed, when Virtue cbr as 
bear. cz. is all in all with one Sec, and Pleaſure rſt air 
the Idol of the other! Fond o 
2 Ibid. Seneca goes on: 3 Epicurus, ſays he, pu Nothit 
Pleaſure under the ſame Rules which we do C 
Virtue. But firſt, under Favour, the S M/rrtne | 
iche preſcrib d no Laws to Virtue, but tod Mute, a 
their Meaſures from her. Farther, gran: nit Pl. 
ing their Doctrines the ſame in ſome Caſes {Wumbl 
this little ſtep would never bring them to-MWprobit: 
gether. All the World allows a great Reaſor 
Difference between the Profeſſions of Me. their s 
dicine and Philoſophy ; and yet their Mot the 
Preſcriptions concerning Diet, and Ma better 

nagement are often the fame. Let's heat 


= VERS ·ů⸗ůô 


Cautic 


erg; 


the Advice of that Eminent Phyſiciu ive te 
„Hip- Hippocrates ; Let ** Labour, and Meat ani Id de 
pocrat. Drink, and Sleep and Pleaſure be all tan But 


E id [ - bs 6 ' . 2 . 
L C. 8.8. with Moderation. And would not a Stoick Probit 


6. Ppicurean, or any other Philoſopher hau eat « 
W 


[9] 


prder'd juſt the ſame Thing? But tho' the 
reſcription would be the ſame, the rea- 

Won of preſcribing would be different. 

Now in 5 Moralzty *tis the End which Ariſtot. 
Gives the Form and Diſtinction to an Acti- DEE 
bn: And here we ſhall find the Stoick and 
Fpicurean Philoſophers differ as much from 

Fach other in the mainDritt,as they do from 

the Pro feſſion of Phyſick. The Phyſi- W 
an's Buſineſs is to guard againſt Diſeaſes, recep 
The Epicureans againſt Pain: and the Ste- 

e againſt Vice and Immorality : The 

Wirſt aims at the fecuring of Health, the ſe- 

ond of Pleaſure, and thethird of Honeſty. 
Nothing can be more remote than theſe 

wo Clans of Philoſophy. The one place 

F/:rte upon the Throne, make her Abſo- 

Wute, and Independent; and ſcarcely ad- 

Wnit Pleaſure to wait upon her tho' at an 
Wumble Diſtance. Whereas the other make 
Probity truckle to Appetite, and afford 
Reaſon no better Office than to cater for 

Their Senſes, Here Pleaſure is the Queen 

Pf the Country, 7 and Virtue allow'd no : Cicet. 
Petter Buſineſs than to whiſper a little de finib, 
Caution to her Miſtris; that ſhe may not “ 

1 . . . 

Jive too faſt, wear up her Conſtitution 5 

End deſtroy the Capacities of Enjoyment. 
But there's a great deal of Religion and 5 gence. 
Probity in the Precepts of Epicurus, yes a Epiſt. 33. 
ereat deal of Diſcipline and Bravery too, if * * 


en are cloſely examin d. Wee'l 
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Wee'l come nearer then ff you ple; 

and look nicely into the-Merits of th 

Cauſe : And this I ſhall do the rathq 

» Cicer. becauſe this SeF, as Tully obſerves, iſ 

de fid. counterfeiting the Air of Virtue , an 

dropping a few ſhining Sentences, hu 
drawn off a great many Proſelytes. 

And now 1n good earneſt, can that Ma 

ſet up for Religion who diſclaims the h 

© Lucret lief of Providence? **Who teaches that Gu 

lib. 1. 7 unconcernd with the World, and neithif 

" Epicur. gzves himſelf, i nor any body elſe any mn 

Lean nb ver of Trouble ? That ** the Buſoncſs of Re 

10. Cicer. wards and Puniſhments are foreign to hi 

_ Nature, and that. he can neither be ang 

x. mor pleas d with poor Mortals ? He mul: 

+ Cicer. needs be a pious Philoſopher, who as hi 

in pifon. Diſciples are pleas d to brag, was the Fl 

® Lucrer. bold Man ** who durſt attempt the ſcaling( 


19. 1* ge the Shyes, and make an open Attack upon th 


Nat. Deor. Deity 2 

. And as for Hoxeſt Principlet, how can ut 
Tor · expect them from thoſe People who declar: 
gust 2 they value neither * Friendſhip, Goo 


pud Cic. 6 g ; $1 
fin. lib, 1. Faith, Juſtice, nor any other Virtue any fa 


55 Cice r. ferv d by them With theſe Philoſopher 


7 Tor9. 


nbi pz 


 Idem. f Her than their ** Intereſt or their Fancy an V 


[: 111 

Wome Noiſe, but there's nothing in them. And 

arther, they are ſo frank as to confeſs, 

hat 2 Man ought not to balk himfelf in any 

1 ewdneſs, ** Crime or Scandal, that has ei- © Cer 

er Profit or Pleaſure in t: Not to balk defin. lib. 

Himſelf, I ſay, upon the Score of any Mo- * : 

$i Deformity of the Action; For to ſay 9 "9 Epicur. 

„ Aion ic evil in it ſelf, 3s a Feſt : "Ts _ 

ine, one ſhould be cautions when there's a: 

el, to be Damage, „ or Danger in the“ Torq. 

%. But as for any Apprebenſions about b ſupr. 

e | picur. 

e Diſpleaſure, and Vengeance of Heaven, apud 

%% all Superſtition and ſtuff, with theſe 3 Se- 

Pentlemen; Conſcience 3s a Cypher in their 7. 

Fhiloſophy; their Reaſon to forbear doing 

iſchief is only to ſave their Carkaſs ;, tir 

Wot the Law, but the Gallows which frights 

em; and beſides, they are afraid a Pro- 

Pocation may be returnd by private Re- 

enge; for let them be never ſo cunning, 5 cc Rpieur. 

Where's no Enſuring of Falſhood, and fout apud 

q | 4 8 wid. 

Let us proceed, and examine the Strict- 

Eels and Sobriety of their Philoſophy; 

„as! They ſuffer, * if you will take their Torq. 
Word for't, under a wrong Imputation apud Cic. 

bey are repreſented to breed their Diſciples = _ 

% Niceneſs, and Luxury, whereas the Caſe 


3 


* 


n 


Ls quite otherwiſe ; For their Lectures de- 
I, 1 : 

Fl i ſtrongly for Regularii and Temperance, 

d are full of Gravity, and Diſcipline. Is 


not 


Torq. 
Ibid. 


$ Cicer. 
de finib. 


lib. 2. E- 
picur. a- 


1 3 2 
pud Li” gratify a Libertine, could deliver him ſrn 


s Cicer. 


de fin. lib. Death, and Apprehenſions of Pain, if th 


2. Laett. 
lib. 10, 


Bi 


not their Cie Epicurme, 4 very ſatyrigll 


: ; De rath 
upon the Libertines? Does he not rem bis Pal 


mand the Folly of thoſe People who are own. 
ſet with Pleaſure, blinded with Appetit 
and carried off with the Blaudiſhments | 
Senſe £ And while they hye thus at th 
Mercy of Luxury, and Lu$t, they never cn 
feder what Diſeaſes they bring upon then 
ſelves, how much pain they are likely to feel, ul 
how dear the Frolick will coft them? 

But now by the laſt Sentence of bey „. 
Correction we may diſcover the Groun| + roy th 
of his falling out with theſe Sparks. Th ; man 
good Man does not laſh their Vice out ¶ heir | 
any ill will to't ; he is no Enemy to Dore 7. 
bauchery ; For all Pleaſure, * let it com be 74 
which way 'twill, 4 4 good thing T herWWoral: 
fore ſays he, If thoſe 5* SatisfaFions mb School 

Wis Pr. 
the Rebukes of Conſcience and the fear Mull Fr 


e dot 
Wnconv 
Pecial ( 
df his 
dall fo 
Wines ? 


F 


1 Wave 0 


could do this, and ſet Bounds of Conve nde 
ence to his Fancy, I ſhould have nothing iWMConſt: 
object againit his Method; I ſhould ratinbring 
applaud his Choice, and encourage his Fre:WWble, t 
dom; For when a Man is brim full of But 
light, and has nothing to trouble him; Mrinci 
can't be in an Ill way; for nothing but Pai there 


and uneaſy thinking, are Evil. Here wil 
ſee plainly this Philoſopher has no qua! 
rel with a Debauchee for his Lewdnch Pac, 


emp 


[ 13 | 
e rather commends him for humourin 
is Palate, and making much of himſelf 
ic does ſo, provided he ſtands clear of 
Inconvenience ; and in order to this, eſ- 
S$ccial care muſt be taken to get the better 
f his Conſcience, and drive Religion out 
f his Head: Why, when does Epicurus 
all foul upon Spendthrifts and Liber- 


roy the Pleaſure with their Eagerneſs. Their 
Vmanagableneſ ruins their Health, and 
Wir Fortune, and their Reputation, and 
ore than that, it often brings them under 
: he laſh of the Law. Theſe are the ſtrict 
Morals, the hard Leſſons of Epicurus's 
@chool, and the rugged Penance he puts 
Wis Proſelytes upon! He gives them their 
ul! Freedom in Debauchery : But then 
Whey muſt be lewd like Men of Senſe, and 
8 nderſtanding ; for to over-drive their 
Conſtitution, and loſe their Credit, and 
bring themſelves to Beggary, and Trou- 
ple, theſe are bad things indeed! 
But notwithſtanding the Liberty of their 
Principles, and their Idolizing of Pleaſure, 
there were ſeveral of them Men of great 


7 * 
W 


r 


ines? Becauſe they are Blockheads, 5* and Torq. 


Wave no Diſcretion with their Vice; becauſe apud Cic. 
0 de finib. 
cs run themſelves out of breath, and de- lib. 1. 


8g! cmperance, and Frugality : * Epicurus 5 gence. 


vill tell you, that he cold ſatisfy his Sto- Ep. 18. 
brach for 4 half Penny z, And Metrodorus, 
F tho 


12 


„ 
tho a lower Proficient could do it for tim 
Farthings. Tes, Epicurus had put ſo my} 
Philoſophy in his Palate, that Bread an 
* Water 5* would Regale him, and make hin 
tem 2. almoſt wild with Satisfaction As for Luxy 
tit. 17. ry, and Expence he deſpisd the Reliſh, ani 
abominated the Thoughts on't : Give hin 
but a Glaſs of pure Element, and a littl 
7 Ibid. Haſty-pudding; and he would hardly have 
_ 5 own'd that Jupiter had eaten better : This 
2 » Diet if you are but rightly ſharp has « 
Ie eic. much taſte in t as you would wiſh : For © wen 
de finib. Ordinary Meat. and Drink will oblige th 
Jib. 2. Senſe, and lay Hunger aſleep as effe@uall, 


61 \ . 1 
1 as that which is counted the moſt Deliciou. 
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Eudoxws liv'd before Epicurus, and wu. W. 
aqa Perſon of the ſame Perſuaſion: Now" Pr 
A Arlt. ©? Ariſtotle gives this Man an extraordi Re 


Ethic. lib. 
10. cap. 1. 


amine 
Cour 
on ſt 
refer 
c. NOv 
es no 

lence, 
We mit 
S|uttor 
CIS, a 
Ing w. 
Lor to 
pe wa 


nary Character for Sobriety, and makes hin 
agreat Maſter of his Palate : This Command 
4: himſelf made his Opinion go much the 
bid. farther : For People would not believe that 
any Byaſs of Intereſt, or Senſuality could 
govern him, but that twas pure Convitiun 
a Ibid. and Force of Truth, which brought hin 
to declare for the Preheminence of Plet- 
ſure. But as for Ep:curws's Temperance, 
there's ſome Reaſon to queſtion it. For 
6 Laert. Timochares aſſures us, © that he was /« fir 
_—_ being ſatisfied with a Meal of thre 
Farthinge, that 'iwas bis Method to cal i) 

the 


Es | 


ee Pounds Sterling every Day : And this 
Jory he does not ſtick to confirm him- & gy, aq 
If. So that his common Cuſtom, and Leontium 
Fits of Mortification, ſeem to be very — 
Efcrent. Sometimes tis granted he d to G. 
eomodlate his Stomach * very indifferent! 5 * Senec. 
his he did to try whether his Plegſre Ep. 18. 
ed with his Retrenching, or to what cup 
Peeree And that he might be convinc'd Polya- 
ether Good Eating was worth the Drudg- dum. Ep. 
er or not: And it may be He made the 
Pperiment © to arm himſelf againſt Caſual- © Idem. 
and Misfortune, and that © Poverty >; i 
ht never catch him unprovided. In 
Wort, He ſeems to have done that by 
ts, which it may be was Eudoxuss con- 
Ent Practice. Let us now enquire into 
je Reaſons of his Diſcipline : Let us 
amine why he refuſes to be always in 
Courſe of Luxury; what puts him 
on ſtarts of Auſterity, and makes him 
ter a homely Diet to a plentiful Ta- 
Now in the firſt place Hee'l tell you, He 
Pes not take up upon the ſcore of Con- 
ence, as if * Temperance were worth „n, 
e minding, or there was any harm in a Ach, 
Wluttony : Not at all. Tis the ill ef- tom. 2. 
ts, and not the Exceſſes of Gourmandi- T,,qu,, 
Ing which makes him a little Cautious. apud Cie. 
Pr to keep the Kitchin always hot, is 3 
pe way to {ct the Houſe on fire, To be 


alway? 


75 
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Athen. Beggary; the Glutton lays ? all upon th 
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cer. well as the Pocket. And here v the f, 


73 Cicer. commonly pay for't in their 7* Healt 


4 Senec. Diſhes 1 breed a great many Diſeaſes, n 


76 Athen. if Men 75 would think a little before- hand 


L 161 


always loading the Table, and eatino ff ctiſe 11 
tid-Bits, mult fink a Man's Pocket cruel They 1 
such Extravagance commonly ends * 
| A 

tip of his Tongue, and ſwallows his EHU e 
ike a poached Egg. And which is mori might 
theſe Excefles make the Carkaſs ſmart, y 2 
little 
Wing 
Iy, tl 
Whey 77 
17 


a 
nal 


curean is attack d in the Seat of his Ply 
ſure, and touch d in the moſt ſenſible Par 
Thus Epicurus obſerves, that thoſe Pe 
ple who have no Brains to their Palat 


de finib. For that which would be Nouriſhment ff 8 0 
a hungry Stomach, is but a Burthen to. p 
when we are full. Thus 4 great mai 1910 ; 


eat our ſelves into a en 5 and gu . 
leaner by being over ſtuffed, than we ſhouli *% 1 
do by faſting. And to conclude, Drunkenneſ 8 
and Gluttony, are puniſh'd with ſuch Dil N 8 
fluxions "5 of Rheum, with ſo much Quali 6 10 
and Headach, with ſuch Pains and Weit, To 


neſs in their whole Body; inſomuch thi | KL 


and compute upon the Conſequences ot! E i 


Debauch ; they would not run themlelvaſ mp 

a ground ſo often, nor carry the Frolickl Ee 

far as they do. Beſides, Epicurus and IM ax 

Followers, had a farther aim in their E 4 = Y 

periments of Sobriety: They did not po _ 
g | 


L497] 


Lctiſe it as a Virtue, but as an Exerciſe : . Senec. 
They made Proſperity do Pennance ſometimes, Bbicur A 
that they might bear Adverſity the better . apud. g 
hat they might have nothing New to 1 acre. tid. 
Vize them ; and that the Hardſhips of Choice © 
Wright reconcile them to thoſe of Neceſſity. 

WThey had likewiſe a mind to try how 78 * ppicur. 
little would ſatisfy Nature, and how is rel- ud Se- 
ing Hunger could make it. And laſt- e 
Wy, they pinch'd now and then, that Ibid. 

f Whey might feaſt d with the better Guſt Tor — 
ſenſual Satis fact ions are the more welcome, fup. 
WV raking their Viſits ſeldom: Frequency in p _ 
this caſe does but clog the Senſes, and mane 
Wnake the Appetite grow dull. And there- *Juven. 
Wore feeding conſtantly upon Delicacies is 
aid to have more of Expence than Plea- 

ire in't. Diſtance, and Intermiſſion, Athen 
ive a Keenneſs to Deſtre: Hunger ſtreng-- lib. 1c. 
W hens © the Taſte, and doubles the Satiſ- , 5... 
Waction ; as Liberty is much ſweeter when de benef. 
Wt riſes out of Servitude, and Oppreſſion. . 
bis made Socrates pronounce * Hunger ,, Cice, 
1” admirable Sauce And as that Philoſo- de finiv. 
her uſe to ſay, that by walking himſelf lib. . 
arp, “ he had no occaſion to gotothe, ... 
Butcher ; for his Loaf would afford him r,;-w1 
Pread and Meat too, when he was through- ib. 
hungry. Juſt thus Eyicurus uſed to s. 
Palk himſelf ſometimes and keep his Sto- 
achcraving; that he might fall too with 


b more 
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more Eagerneſs afterwards, and be bettet Bu 
prepared for a Luxurious Entertainment, WW ſome 
But when the Deſign is thus mean, what Proof 
. Virtue or Credit can you exepect in the N do,“ 
Practiſe? He is a poor Man of Morals that brave 
can riſe no higher then Pleaſure, and the fi 
Cramming! A Man may find as much Phi. gain t 
loſophy in a Her-coop, as this comes too, Wthey'l 
Thus we have taken a View of the N. Wand nr 
gour, Severity, and Mortification of Epics their 
russ Doctrine! Let us now proceed to his ¶ lefact. 
Flights of Fortitude. Yes, ſays Seneca Philo 
Epicurns had Mettal both in his Books may 

* Scenec. and his Praiſe: He ** was a finical Spart ho 
EP. 33" i true, but a brave Fellow for all tha.WWhan't 
How do you prove it? Becauſe there nor b. 
Reſolution ; as well as Prudence in h their 

7 Epicur. Conduct. For OY he * pro- gives 
31 be. nounces all Pleaſure to be Good, and Pano on 
to be Evil init (elf, yet ſometimes, when may 
Intereſt and Convenience require it, Hun ov: 

% Epicur. ** manages as if he believ'd the quite ca put ar 
1 trary. Upon this Account, he checks hand ſu 
Fancy, and denies himſelf in his Pleaſure Hall th 
when he foreſees there will be Pain attł their. 

end on't ; And on the other Hand, ma that f 

no difficulty to ſubmit to Fatiguing, auf would 
Trouble when he has a fair Proſpect Aff tho 

an over-ballance of Pleaſure by the B poke. 

gain. And is not all this an Argument gg mean 


of Fortitude, as well as Onderfancal | 
| W 


1-593 

= But under favour, the ſubmitting to 

W ſome Inſtances of Hardſhip is no ſufficient 
proof of Fortitude. If this Pretence would 
do, “ Lovers, and Madmer would be the } O, 1 
braveſt People in the World: For won't, Eleg. 
che firſt drudge and mortify ſtrangely to 7 Sence: 
gain their Point? And as for the latter, 3“ 
they'l charge up to the Cannons Mouth, 

and no Conſideration of danger can ſtop 

E their Frenſy. At this rate a hardy Ma- 
efactor might challenge the Virtue of a 


1 Thoſe Libertines likewiſe 


may come in for a ſhare of this Character, 

who murther themſelves, becauſe they 
han't patience to out-live their Pocket, 

nor bear up againſt the Conſequences of 

Etheir Folly. And yet Fpicurus “ himſelf Sencc. 
gives the Cauſe againſt theſe People. To FP* 
go on; By this reaſoning, thoſe wretches 

g ? . 

may be ſaid to be brave, who out of * Senec. 
In over-fondneſs of Life are contented to Fb. . 
put an incurable Carkaſs upon the Rack, 

and ſubmit to extremity of Torture; tho 

ö — . 

all they get by it, is rather to prolong 
Wtheir Miſery, than their Being. And thus 

What f. | 

that ſcandalous Carpet-Knight Mmrceras, 
gvould paſs for a Man of Fortitude ; for 

N if thoſe Verſes of his cited by Seneca, were 
poken in carneſt, nothing can be more 


£ 


em mean: 


EF ba] „Let 
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9 Apra Let Gont my Hands and Feet diftreſ; 


8 Ep. Or Palſy mate me Motionleſs : i: for a 
* Let . Body ſtart 99 % 
And all my Blood be turn d to Humoui; Nd. 

Grant me but Life, and I'm contented, pul : 

And on the Rack ſhall ne're repent it. | Is 

Jam willing ( ſays he) to be impaled 

cenec. or crucified if you pleaſe, ſo you will but lit 7 * 
Ibid. oe live through it. Without doubt 4 
worth his while to reſt on his Wounds, ani, © 

be ftrain'd on aGibbet, only to keep hu P. nn 
niſhment alive ; which tis the beſt of hi; 2 

Caſe to diſpatch as ſoon as may be! And laſ: A , 

ly by this Notion ; whoſoever denicf T% 
himſelf for his Pleaſure, and ſuffers to ge, 2 

tify a Vitious Paſſion may be called if x 

Man of Fortitude. But we ſay, tis the ae 

. Cauſe and not the Puniſhment, thu 7. 


makes the Martzr. And thus tis not the 


3+ IF 
What, but the Why of a Mans ſuffering; 9 
which gives him the Credit on't : TH 0 * 


Virtue turns chiefly upon the Reaſon, not 
upon the Pain He only is the braut 
«er. Man, that mortifies upon Principle; 
- cap. that chuſes rather to ſuffer than misbe 
have himſelf ; and runs through all Df 
couragements upon the ſcore of Conſciena Wk: 
and Honour. But how can that Man ſu 


fer upon theſe Grounds, who lays it ay : 
a 
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for a Maxim, that Honeſty unattended with 
Pleaſure, is good for nothing: A meer 
B5h:dow 77 without any thing Subſtartial to“ Torg. 
fill the Graſp : And who looks upon“ e 
TFortitude without reference to [rteres?, 1jb. 1. 
to be no better than Whimſey, and Ro- be 5%; 
Viance. 3 
s However, it muſt be granted, Epicurus 

has a great deal of Courage in ſome of his 
eatences: Tho' after all, the Vanity of 

- them ſeems more remarkable than the 
reatneſs. His Miſe-man, if you'l take 

Wis Word for't, muſt be Happy with the 
Scottiſh Boot. Yes, if he was roaſting in » Cicer. 


” Phalaris's B, he would bellow with Sa- 1 * 


faction; and cry out what a delicious Tor- gene Eo. 
Fire ie this? And how handſomely do I con- 65. Epi 


Pen it? Nay, he tells you of himſelf, fatpud 
=” ht the laſt Agonizing Day of his Life Phalarivs 
he happieſt in the World ; *Tis true the — 
Woholick and the Stone, raged to Extremi- Brats hol- 


, and did their worſt upon him. But then low, and 
10118 h 2 . . red hot. 
Mo e Pleaſure * he had in the Reftect ion upon s Epicur. 


is own Writings, overtop'd the Pain; and Epiſt. ad 


. 1 0 . 5 4 Id om. La- 
b ade his Imagination too ſtrong for his 3 


N * en les, 10. Cicer. 


But we muſt not be too forward in be- Tube. lib. 

Wicving a Rhodomontade, againſt avow'd Fpift. 65. 

I Fciplec. Tis true, if theſe Flouriſhes and 92. 
1 been ſpoken by a Philoſopher that 1%. 


onfines the Notion * of 44 vintage to Senec. 
1 b 3 ] 1 loweſt 7 Epitt. » 


4 
b 
* 
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| Honeſty, and reckons nothing but « Vie 
=_ a Misfortune. That makes Good and 
bid. c. Evil, lye only in the uſe of the Wil 


} 


16 and the Temper of the Mind: who de. 
5 16:9, Clares Virtue ſelf-ſufficient for a happy Lift. 
and that fhe ſtands in need of no Fore 
7 Aſſiſtance. He that tells you that a per: 
fect Philoſopher is 1mpregnable in his 
Happineſs, and proof againſt the Imprel: 
* Ibid. ſions of Pain That Virtue is never ty 
» Cicer. be beaten off, twill keep a » Man Compx- 
Tutc. lib. ny under all Tryals, mount the Scaffold 
> Senec. and the Wheel, and ſhine > through his 
de benef. Limbs, while he's burning at the Stake, 
lib. s. o 4. A Man that has ſuch hardy Principles my 
talk at this rate; for here his Heart, and 
his Tongue go together, and there's con 
ſiſteney in the Caſe. But can any one bt 


4 Id. de 


7 Id. Ep. 
92. 


Epicurus in earneſt in ſuch Flights as theſe! 
Epicurus, I ſay, who makes Pleaſure th: 
"" Epicur. Syprexze Good, Pain and Torment, tit 


apud La 
3 49a the moſt ſcandalous manner imaginable 
de finib. 


lib. 1. & : 
Ak <8 pendent Entertainment of her own : And 


And laſtly, He is ſo frank as to conf; 


ſo void of common Senſe, as to believe 


tr. . % Moſt formidable Evil, And when he hi [2 
Cicer. de done, ſtates his Notions of theſe things u 


2 cicce, For he affirms the Body the main Seat ot 
Satisfaction; denies the Mind any ind-W 


maintains that all the Pleaſure of Thought, 
either begins from the Body or Ends in i. 


chat 


that 


Peop 


where 
to hit 
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that as for the Notion of Good, as ſome 
people underſtood it, he neither knew 
here twas, nor what. Nothing was Good 
to him; that was not Good to his Sexſes, 
that did not pleaſe him in his Eyes, or in 


Snelling. 
No Man, fays the Poct in Seneca, is“ 
Happy who does not think himſelf ſo: Yes, 
ſays Epicurus; he muſt fancy himſelf ſu- 
8 perlatively Happy, or elſe it won't do: 
Now how can that Man have ſuch a plea- 
8 fant Fancy, that lies Agonizing in Pain? 
And owns himſelf afflicted with the great- 
eſt Evil, and in the higheſt Degree ima- 
& ginable ? 
= But Epicurzs's Lodgings are too Rank to 
ſtay in; a little better Air won't do amiſs, 
and therefore wee'l take a turn in Zero's 
Piazza. 
= Now the Stoichs are of a quite different 
= Complexion, and directly oppoſite to the 
T Epicurean Tenents above-mention'd. 
= TheſePhiloſophers have admirable No- 
tions; © They '* hold that God Almight 
© governs the Univerſe ; that his Provi- 
3 © dence is not only General, but Particu- 
lar, and reaches to Perſons, and Things : 


13 Epicur, 
apud La- 


3 : l | A ert. lib. io. 
his Ears, in his Touch, his Taſte, or his Cicer. de 


finib. I. 2. 
Tuſc. I. 3. 
*+ Senec. 
Ep. . 

5 Epicur, 
apud La- 
ert. 


Y © Epic, 


diflert, 1. 
„ 
& c. 14. 
& 16. 


i T That 1 he preſides over Humane Af. „ Mire. l. 
1 fairs; that he aſſiſts Men not only in 4. Set tr. 
the greateſt Concerns, in the Exerciſes & ib. 


Lb 40 « of 


= — 1 
— 2 — 
— 4 = => 


— — = — — 
- 2 = 3 
— * 1 2 pg 
= 2 82 — > I * — — P 


; 
q 
Mis 
? 
k 
i 


=D 
4 — — 
— — — — 
— * * . 
OT — "= te 
- 2 — 


= P = 
4 IF. = * © * 
— 5 —_- — -- * — a 
N — _ > <E 5 == 
* 8 — . — 4 
= =_ ” — == — 2 
- — nd ——— — - 2 2 — 
— os — — 2 1 - 7 — — 2 
— —U— — — — >< Hoe... 2 = — I 
” ” — — * : 4 
— 22 - "4 3 A 
———— ——= = a — 
<= I SS, ID— - = 4 
3 — 2. > - — 8 —_ So th — 
TER - — _ A 2 L : 


* 


WD 


= = = = = ; . — 2 
— - = =hn- . - ; ; — 
. —— — 


= IS 
we 


* 


* ene. That the * Poſt aſſign d us by Provi 
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* of Virtue, but alſo ſupplies them wit) 

Muc. „the Conveniencies of Life. And ** there. 
33. & © fore that God ought to be Worſhip! 
ali. b above all Things, and applied to upon 
o Epict. all Occaſions ; that we ſhould hay: 
4 2. ag - him always in our Thoughts, acknoy: 
{+ * © edge his Power, reſign to his Wiſdon MW 
ny, 8 * and adore his Good neſs for all the S 
: Fog, tisfactions of our Being. To * ſubmit {icant 
I. 4. c. 12. to his Providence without Reſerve. To 
© Marc. « be pleaſed with his Adminiſtration ; *|{MWſhou! 


_ and fully perſuaded that the Scheme of {M ſpect 
* the World could not have been mended, IM (hon 
* nor the Subordination of Things mor: WM ciſe 
* ſuitably adjuſted, nor all Events hat Kind 
rig . been better timed for the common ad ther: 
lib. 4. c. vantage: And therefore that tis the ſigni 
Marc. lib.“ Duty of all Mankind, to obey the S twee 


lib & a. c nal, and follow the Intimations of Hea- 


* ven, with all the Alacrity imaginable: 


Ep. 107. © dence muſt be maintain d with Reſoluti- 
5 Epi. 1. on ; and that we ought to die a * thou 

3. c. 24. (fand times over, rather than deſert it. 

Theſe are the Stoichs Principles concert 

ing the Deity, and the Regard due to him: 

Let us now examine how they ſtand af. 

fFected towards Mankind. 

* Sene. And here their Precepts are no leſs cx-W 

| 2. « & fraordinary than in the former Caſe. For 

Marcus © They declare * plainly, that we mult WM 


„ 


love all Mankind heartily, and without 
a Compliment ; that we muſt ſolicit their 
Intereſt, bear with their Infirmities, and 
do no manner of Injury to any Mortal: 
That a Man ſhould not think himſelf 
born only for his private Satisfaction; 
but exert his Strength for the publick 
Advantage, and make his Life as figni- 
ficant tothe World as tis poſſible: That 
the Conſcience of a good Adtion *5 Cic. 4. 
ſhould content him; without the pro- fioib- 1. 2. 
ſpect of Fame or Reward : That he Marcus. 
E (ould never be tired with the Exer- 
ciſe of Good Nature, but purſue one 
JG Kindneſs ſo cloſely with another, that 
there may be no room for any in- 
ſignificant Spaces of Life to come be- 

| tween. Thata Man ought to look up- 
Jona Generous Action as a Reward to it 


he 


3 


(elf, and that we oblige our ſelves, by 
„doing a good turn to another. And 

therefore that tis a piece of Meanneſs 
- 0 ramble Abroad, and graſp at Inte- 

J reſt, or Applauſe. * Farther ; © That » Marc. 
the poliſhing our Reaſon, and the go- lmp- 
8 verning our Vid, is the moſt noble Im- 
ployment; and that nothing ought to 
be preferr'd to the Practiſe of Honeſty. 
And laſtly, That a Man ſhould ſtand 
g immovably by his Reaſon, that no cla- 
mour of Appetite ſhould call him off, 
| that 


28 Marc. 
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c that no Loſs of Fortune, no Menaca M 
Death, no Extremities of Torture, ſhoyf 
„make him give way, or frighten H 
from a known Duty. 
Theſe are ſome of the Noble Senten 
we meet with in the Writings of the M 
zcks ; what ſtrains of Piety, what Infſtang 
of Humanity, what flights of Greatneſey 
here? And to give them their due, th 
don't run out into Inconſiſtency, nor ti 
above their Principles. Whereas the H 
curean Doctrines if you take them righiiſ 
have neither Subſtance nor Show in the: 
But tis objected againſt the Stoid 
that they were but little follow'd, th 
they were not conſtant to their Pam 
and fail'd in the point of Practiſe. Iſh 
touch upon all theſe. 
And firſt of the Smallneſs of their Nun 
bers; it ſeems this Sec had always few 
Diſciples than any of the reſt. The bi 
careans had it clearly by the Poll I 
uſed to Flouriſh mightily upon the cron 


of Proſelytes which follow'd their Maſte | hem, 


And Torquatzus in Tully does not ſtick 8 Th 

„ Cic de affirm; that the Bulk of the People Mas 3 
nib. J. 2 offer Epicurus, and that the Strength, WV hc 
not the Reaſon, of Mankind, was undog@ike a 

tedly on his ſide. n hi 
Neither is there any great wonder Wy © ] 

all this. Strato the Natural Philoſop WF *: 


Wh 
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ss much in the right when he obſerv'd, 
W..: the Bath, and the Wells were much 
7e fancied, than the making a Campaien. 
ople don't care for {training up an Aſ- 
nt, nor travelling in a rugged Path; A 
Pad that's open and unfatiguing has al- 
ays moſt Company. But then the Mul- 
tude are little more than ſo many Noſes - 
bey have Numbers but no great weight 
chem. Pebbles are much more common 
an Diamonds, And tis an old Saying, 


in the Field, fo ſeveral of them chang- 
Wd their ſide, and went over to other Par- 
Wc, particularly to the Epicureans, where- 
f = the contrary very few Deſerted to 
nem. 
| This Objection ſuppoſing the Fact true, 
ss as little weight in't as the former. 
hen an Argument proves too much tis 
ike a Gun over-charg'd, and recoils up- 
In him that ſhoots in't. 


* crates 


at the bad * ſort are always the Majority. , x; 
To agree with the Multitude, is an Ar- 3' Senec.dc 
ent of a wrong Choice. ** Things extra- deg deat. 
+ 1inry in Value, are not thick ſown : Nei- id. Ep. 
Wer was the World ever in ſo happy a Con- 42. 
Wition, as that the Be? >> Practiſes, ſhould » 14. de 
e follow'd by the Mo#. vit. bear. 
Ay. As the Stoicks made the leaſt Bo- 


2 


remember Caliſto * an Athenian, x1 Hi 


ermpet had the Impudence to tell So- var. l. 3. 
| 1 c. 32. * 


* : wrI—_— — a _—_ 12 — 
1 2 42 — — 
2. 5 _—_ * 2 — 


44 
9 
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F 
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— 


35 Luc. in 


vi, aucti 35 Jaſh'd, by Lician and ſeveral others. 


one, & a- 
ib. 


very well be: For Philoſophy was like tug 


281 Now 
ec crates,that her Profeſſion was better 
© his ; there was more Force and Per 
c fjon in't ſhe ſaid, for twas more than 
could do to draw off any of her Gu 
« But 'twas in her Power to thin | 
& School, and leave him little more th 
„ the Walls to talk to when ſhe ha 
* mind to't. Socrates replied, all that my 


up the Fill, and went ſomewhat againſt 
Grain Whereas Lewdneſs, was roll 
downwards, and the Motion might ſeem 
at preſent, tho a Man broke his Bones at ti 
Bottom. Pleaſure lies upon a Deſcet 
but the way to Virtue has a contrary 
tuation: And ſince the Biaſs of Mani 
leans towards Vice; Tis no wonder 1 
find People revolt from Diſcipline, andy 
over to the looſeſt Doctrines. | 
But farther tis alledged, that a gre 
many who ſtood firm to the Storcal Pl 
loſophy, and diſputed ſtrongly for th. 
Notions ; yet lived quite counter to wil 
they profeſſed. They had the Nan ſay 
and the Habit, but nothing of the Reg nu 
larity of their Diſtindtion Their Tong mp 
were not all of a piece. They talk d liv. 
People of their own Sec, but taſted Init 
Epicureans. For this Inconſiſtency of P 
Ciſe and Pretention, they are handſomeſ 


Novi | 
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Now this Charge has nothing new irt, 
ther does it bear particularly againſt 
& $/oicks. For among all ſorts of Per- 
Wſons, we may meet with enough that 
> meer Inſtruments and 5 Organs in their 
ſineſs, like Viol and Trumpet they enter- 
the Company, but not themſelves ; they 
te Myfeck, but they don't hear it. The 
cs were not the only People in the 
orld, that had their Tongues tipt with 
iloſophy, and not one jot of Good in 
m beſide. Even in the firſt Fervours 
JW Chriſtianity, the Apoſtles complained 
ere were ſome who ſaid one thing, and 
d another. Who” profeſſed to know God, Tit ,. 

t in Works they denied him, * who had a6. 

rm of Godlineſs, but denied the Power 80. cnn 
ereof Who turned the * the Grace of God ” Jute. v. 
Wo Loſciviouſneſs : Who made ** uſe of their ;, 1 
erty for a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs ; who ,_ C 2. b. 
promiſed others Liberty, and were them- '5 


35 Laert. I. 
6. & l. 9. 


55 ves the Servants of Corruption : Now on _ 

he ould be very unreaſonable to make a 19. 
dgment of the Chriſtian Religion from 

v1 ; f 

e Misbehaviour of ſuch Men. Such Men 


lay, as would have been a ſcandal to 

much lower Inſtitution ; And, as our 

WF pcrour * ſpeaks, were rather Olcers, + Marc. 1 

an Members of a Society. Crates u the 2.5: = 

5 hiloſopher uſed to ſay, that a Good Pom- 
anate, was ſeldom without a rotten Ker- 


nel; 


GW Äuͤ— n . ˙r˙Ai d 
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nel; And Varro is much to the ſame H the 
4+ Var. a- poſe, where he ſays, that it muſt br Fj ver d 
pud Non , re Field of Corn that has not 4 blaſted 1 chyl# 
Mat. 13. t.. Nay, even in our #® Lord's Hy 
25,77 bandry theTares grow up with the ret VDe w 
the Crop, and yet to judge of all the Gl 


by the Quality of the Weeds, would s for 
very undiftinguſhing Concluſion. ther 

And laſtly, Whereas tis objected, H tion 
the greateſt part even of the moſt Emin Cour 
of this Sec have not exactly come up, th 
their own Precepts ; But in ſome Inſtam the 
at leaſt, have fallen ſhort of that M put | 
they took the Liberty to make themſclMWſaken 

In anſwer to this, I deſire to k And 
whether thoſe who are Chrift;ans in en pro: 
eſt don't ſometimes warp in their Practii ecral 


and ſtart now and then from the In rc 

tion ? Thoſe who in St. Paul's Lang ines, 

i G00 2.6, were Pillars of the ** Church, and in ir I 
moſt ſignificant Senſe too, have witho a 

© {tam 3. Exception declar'd, that “ in many thinWot 2 
5 we offend all. And St. John aſſures us, th t dngſt 
„ Joh. Ep. f we ** ſay we have no ſin, we deceive u Hc 
i. c.. v. ſelves, and the Truth is not in us. Events at 
8 Apoſiles themſelves who had the Benefit rate 
our Saviour's Inſtruction and Examy! | 4 

„ 1, : were not without their Failings. Mer 
it, At. therefore tis the leſs wonder to find til 
5. 3% Higheſt Pretenders among the Heather 


to forget themſelves a little, and fl: 
8 


| Qs } 
r their Philoſophy. The Oracle never 


Nerd a greater Truth than that, of 
bu, where he tells us that Gt 


The wiſeſt living an t without their Errors. s. gtob. 
| tom. 1. 
Is for the Stocks, they 5 neer preten- 1 
W themſelves big _— for their Spe- de vir. 
tions, or that their 
counterpart of what they taught. Tis 
e. they made a Beautiful Scheme, and 
the Rule high; But this was chiefly 
pat People upon doing their Beſt, to 
Aaken Induftry and encourage Imitation. 
and yet after all, the Stoical Philoſophy 
produced great Examples of Virtue in 
WT cral Ages. Some of this Perſuaſion have 
n remarkably conſiſtent with their Do- 
ines, and held out to the length of 
ir Principles And that nat only by 
s, and broken Intervals, but by a con- 
Wot and uninterrupted Regularity. A- 
Mngſt theſe we ſhall mention Zero firſt, 
Honour of whoſe Memory there 
tos an Extraordinary Vote paſt by the 
it te of Athens, viz. Reſolv' d, 
pk | That in 5* Conſideration of the great ,., .... 
Merit of Zeno Virtue, the Conſiſtency tb. 7. 
et his Precept and Practiſe, and the 
e noble Example he ſet the World, This 
0e has thought fit to order him a 
“ Statue 


my ro FE... ©] 


— — 


r 


1 
oh _ 


ive Were an ex- bert. c. 18. 


[ 32 J 


ec Statue of Braſs, with a Golden Cr 


u the Head on't ; to erect hin 4 en 5 
<4 omb at the Publick Charge, ind ! 


« mented with two Pillars, with the 
* ſcription of this Vote upon cach of the 

Zeno the Chief of this Clan, had ſeye 
eminent Diſciples who in their reſpech 
Times, were remarkable Inſtances of Vi 
tue, in all the parts of a Good Life; 2 


De gc 
Or 1 
Folun 
: 0D OUT 
. vents 
| nalen, 


5 


here waving thoſe who were PH alw 
ſophers by Profeſſion ; I ſhall mentiWhart, 

ſome of great Quality, and Figure; Mare! 

Cato Oticenſis , Thraſeas Pætus, HelvilWMueſti 

2 Priſcus, and more eſpecially our litt! 
perour Marcus Antoninus, who is the ¶M erbse 

caſion of the preſent Diſcourſe. Wer fp, 

From the Philoſophy of the Soi eee 

let us proceed to thoſe Authors that dell Ot 

verd it, and by whom the Subjed Mut in 
treated at large. Amongſt theſe 2% erit 
„and Chryſippus were the moſt conſiderably hin 
2 The firſt was Founder of the Sec, A irab 
Deor. i. 3. is ſtiled the Prince and Father of the St f Ar 
m_ icks, by Tully, * Strabo, and Gaae<d - 
„ The other was a very ſucceſsful Cham riou 
5 Galen. On, and added a great deal of Strengen 
ang and Defence to the firſt Plan: Inſomu nat 
poc. & that it was commonly ſaid, That Zend th. 
: _ , Cloyſter * muSt have tumbled, had it not Vene. 
5s Laer. Buttreſed 1p by Chryſippus. Both the tax 
lio. J. Philoſophers were very Voluminous “ 


Fel 


[93:1 


, Chryſidpus is ſaid to Have left no leſs, 

When 5 ſeven hundred and five Trac, be- v Laert. 
Wind him; But neither of them have had Lid. 
ie good luck to ſtand the ſhock of Time 
Sor indeed have we ſo much as any one 
Wolume of the firſt ſet of theſe Sages, come 

Wo our Hands. There are only ſome Frag- 

Pets of them remaining in Plutarch, 
Wc, Laertius, and Ty, The firſt &, Flut In 
always, and the ſecond 5» for the moſt en 
Wart, their Enemy; The third “ is but a de com- 


| | 1 mun, N 
are Reporter, and the laſt . Diſputes the 1 N d. 


„ ueſtion on both ſides. Tis true, we had Paradox. 
little better Fortune afterwards: The len 
s of ſome later Philoſophers of this 88 


Wer/ma/iorr have reach d us; And thoſe are, Hippocrar 


meca, Epictetus, and our Emperour. — 8 


dee Ot theſe three, Seneca is the firſt in Time, lib. 7. 
it in my Opinion, the leaſt in Value, and; Geer. 

- »7*2 * n Acad. 
Zu lerit: Tis granted, he has a great many Tuſcul. de 
ae mining Sentences, his Precepts are ad- fin. & de 


irable, his Manner Noble, and his way « ry 

f Arguing very Acute in many Places: In- Iaſtir. lib. 

za eed he deſerves to be read by the moſt i. 

rious Profeſſions as well as others; but 

en this ought to be done with ſome- 

ma hat of Care and Caution. For to be free 

ena ith him, he is not Uniform, and all of a 

tece.I don't mean his Life, tho Dion Calſi- 

taxes him upon this Score, as if he wrote © Dio. 

one way, and lived another. No, *tis his n 
. 1 Boobs pt. 


[ 34 | | 
Books that I fpeak to; And here, lM 
fulſomely does he flouriſh upon that hv 


bius? But theſe good Words, were all gi 4 

while Claudius was living; for when tif 
Emperour was once dead, De palts his Mi 

5; In *ATe- #ory 55 to ſome purpoſe z and falls up 
Set, him with all the Violence of Satyr ima 

OTE. 

nable. To go on: How does he ca 
tradi& himſelf about the State of til 

WE IR Soul after Death ? One while he mak 
cl. Eo. her ſhoot the Gulph, and ee mountt 
102, ad Skies, without the leaſt Damage: 
cone. another time ſhe is little better with H 
cap. 28, than a Wax © Candle: For when til 


Ad. Marc. Matter is once ſpent, the Vital Hu 
Conſol. 
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cap. 2g. {inks in the Socket, and all the pretenugeene! 
5 ad. Lu- Immortality is over. Sometimes he be ody 
* A. EP.54- hard upon Epicurus, cenſures his M o 
of 1 2 tings, and laſhes him for his LibaWut | 
ou a ſeverely : Calls him 2 Man of an his 
5 ect, and Scandalous Lemper, 7757 en 
* 1 den by his Appetite, fitter for a Cook, HM pon 
* os EF. 18. % 4 Philoſopher, and that his School “tot 
My -— © eothing but Luxury and Pleaſure. But ind 
angry Humour does not laſt always: Wilco 
upon another occaſion, (it may be to ph 
ry Favour with his Friend Lucilius, vh-*tra 
was an admirer of this Sec; ) he ca 
r N mire 


rol 


[3s |} 


und again, and not only excuſes Epicu- 

„, wipes out his Infamy, 2. and Blanches Ef. 33. 
Wis * Reputation ; but likewiſe gives 48. 
im a great Character, ſays his Prin ci- De Vir. 
., are Remarkable for > Juſtice and Pi- . ©? 
5, and if you examine them nicely, for * Ibid 
WMortificatior too. And laſtly, he is ſome- 
ines guilty of the ſame Trifling, which 

e finds fault with in Zeno and Chry- 
wp. He is 1+ Gay ſometimes when » Quineit. 
e ſhould be Solemn , and Flouriſhes Inf. lib. 
en he ſhould ſtrike home. He makes ins 
& Paſs with a Pin, and rather pricks a Not. Ac- 
Subject than pierces it. He gives you 5 f 
ſometimes a turn of Fancy, inſtead of mi. prefat. 
liff&olid Proof; His Notions are now and d Senec. 
ni ben ſo ſupertine, that the leaſt Reſiſtance 

urns the Edge of them. They have 
generally a Point, but no Weight of 

Body for Execution, This may be look- 

ed on as an Exceſs of clear Dealing; 
but I am not the firſt that have taken 
his Freedom with Seneca; ſeveral Great 
len have paſsd the fame Judgement 
pon him long ſince. However I deſire 
tot to be underſtood as if I had a 
ut mind to detract from the Worth, or 
iſcourage the Reading of this Philo- 
opher, who was really a Perſon of an 
, W-*traordinary Genius; and has always 
had Men of Senſe and Learning to ad- 
Pire him. My meaning is only to ſhew, 
| 7 that 
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that this Roman failed a little in the Poin 


of Gravity and Fortitude, ſo peculiar 
the Stoicks And that EpiFetus, and MY ——- 
cus Antoninus out-did him, both in the 
Pens and their Practiſe. Theſe two Perſon 
tho in contrary Stations, and in the Rem 
teſt Diſtance of Circumſtances imaginabꝭ 
The one being a poor Slave, and the oth 
the greateſt Monarch in the Univerſe. Thek 
two Perſons, I ſay, have ſhew'd the Fore 
of the Stoical Philoſophy; and how ſtrom 
ly it Operates under all Diverſities of C 
dition ; And that not only by a Compr 
henſive Body of Refined Morality in the 
Writings, but alſo by an Illuſtrious Exan 
ple every way agreeable to the Noblend 
of the Precepts delivered. 

Thus far I have Tranſlated the Learn 
Gataker, who proceeds in his Prolegomen 
to draw a Parallel between the Doctrine: 
our Bleſſed Saviour, and thoſe 7 Marcus An 

u 


toninus in many con ſiderable Inſtances, i 


ſomuch that one wou d imagine the Emer Ft 
had Tranſcribed part of his Philoſophy fron l 
the four Evangeliſts But this I ſhall rate eren 
leave to the Reader's Collection, than preſu o 
him with that before-hand, which tis Ji ens 
he may with more Satisfaction diſcover f bea 
himſelf. The reſt of Gataker's Introdud r ſe 
Diſconrſe 7 foreign FO our Purpoſe, and then les 
fore I ball go on with it no farther. 7 if i 1 


t F E 


Of the EMPEROUR 


Marcus Aurelius Antoninus. 


andated from the French Original 
of Monſieur D'acier, and ſupport- 
ned by the Authorities Collected 


by Dr. Stanhope. 
1 


1 1 Fter the Death of Julius Ceſar, the 
a Roman Empire fell under the moſt 
Arent Adminiſtrations imaginable : The 
nous Triumvirate, together with the 
„iens of Caligula, Nero, and Domitian, 
- ny heavy upon the People, and made 
gu m ſenſible of the moſt Tyrannical Ex- 
en es of Power: The Emperours Augu- 
Veſpaſian, Trajan, Adrian, and Anto- 
Hg Pius, were quite of another Tem- 
| a per, 
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i Marcus ANTONINUS 'S 


omg and made the Government remarks. 


le for Juſtice and Clemency. At tha 
time of Day thoſe Princes were look'd q 
as extraordinary in their kind, and tf 


have been perfect Examples of Virtue, and 


Vice. But God, who (ends Governourl.: 
according as he intends to proſper or pu: 


niſh a Nation, was pleas'd to make it a 


parent, that the good Qualities of the fi 
Ceſars were but faint Reſemblances of 
thoſe in Marcus Aurelius. In earneſt, wif 


may venture to ſay that Providence pt 
portion d the Conduct of this Prince, . 
the Calamities of his Reign. The Tine 
were never ſo Tempeſtuous, nor the St 


ſo Diſtreſs'd before: So that Human 
ſpeaking, nothing leſs than ſuch a Pa 
ſon at the Helm, could have preſerv'4 ll 
If the Reader expects a Hiſtory of Con 


Intrigues, and Politick Maxims, hel! 
diſappointed : For I am now to writeti 
Life of a Royal Philoſopher ; that is 
an Emperour who was made up of Int 


Honeſty, and Religion, and who ſcoril 


to be govern'd by any other Rule ti 

that of Reaſon and Juſtice. 

The Family of Marcus Aurelius was d 

of the moſt Noble and Illuſtrious in: 

* Jol. Ca Italy. By his Father Aunius Verns, 
pit. Eu. was deſcended from Numa, King, and d 


trop. Dio | | 
wo ceſſor to Romulus. His great Grandfath 
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"7". Life of the Emperour. 111 


PR 


as Prator * and Senator, and his Grand- Aitor 
Ether thrice Conſul and Governour of —_— 
Nome. His Father died in his Pretorſhip and the Nature 
heft Iſſue Anna Cornificia z and Annins Verns, 3 
&ho is the ſame with our Marcus Aurelius; ſtice, but 
Sis Aunt, or Father's Siſter, Aunia Galeria much 
Fauſtina; was married to the Emperour baz n 
Antoninus Pius. So much for his Father's Figure 
amily : His Mother Domitia, Calvilla, Lu- — 
Hilla, was extracted from Malennius, a Prince 5 


f che Salentines: + She was Daughter to + The 


— 


oo of Otranto 
Wil, and Grand-danghter to Catilius Seve- in abb. 


e, who had likewiſe been twice Conſul Capitol. 
End Governour of Rome. 

Marcus Aurelius was born at Mount Ce- 

½ the 25th of April, || in the Second IAn. Dom. 
Wonſulſhip of his Mother's Grandfather, . 
* nd from him had the Name of Catilius 
e,. Afterwards the Emperour Adrian 
galłd him Aunius Veriſſimus, in alluſion to 
Wis Diſpoſition; and the remarkable re- 
Ward he fo early diſcover'd for Honeſty, 

Id Truth, But after his Minority was + Pio. 
Jomewhat worn off, and he was admitted 


5 put on a Mans Habit? + He took the Teg⸗ 


a5 Name of his Family, and was call'd Auni- VO 
s ug Verve, till he was Adopted by the Em- 


Perour Antoninus Pius, and tranſplanted 
to the Family of the Aurelii, from which 
me he was known by the Name of Mar- 
i [425 O's 


Lo 


alviſins Tullus, who had been twice Con- Terrhtory , 
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Marcus AnToNinus s TH 
cus Aurelius. Being very young when bs ___ 
Father died, he was remov'd to his Grand. N 


father; Who took ſuch care of his Edu. Prec. 
cation; that as ſoon as he was big enough Adv 
to appear out of the Nurſery, he put hin Milue 
into the Hands of a Governour of great {Mwith 
Merit and Integrity; and procur'd him the wor! 
beſt Maſters for all the Improvements o Fron 
Youth. Euphorion taught him to Read, Proc. 
and Geminus a Player to pronounce Grace Nto th 
fully. And Andro was pitch'd upon u ing 
inſtruct him in Muſick, and Mathematicks with 
He learned Grammar for the Greek Tongue his ( 
of Alexander, and for the Latin of Trou way: 
Aper, Pollio, and Eutichins Proculus. Hi befo 
Greek Rhetorick Maſters, were Anni this 
Marcus, Caninins Celer, and Herode; an Mon 
Cornelius Fronto did him the fame Servic MRetr 
in Latin. But being of an clevated an latte 
noble Genius, and having a Paſſion for no- WW Gro! 
thing but Reality and Truth, he ſpent not r. 
much time in theſe Studies; but paſs don knoy 
to a more ſignificant and neceſſary part Care 
Learning, and applied himſelf wholly ti of tl 
the Stock Philoſophy. For this purpoſe tive 
he entertain d Scæfus Chæronenſis, Plutareii mira 
Oranſon, Junius Nyſticus, Claudius Maxi Piece 
gung, and Ciund Caitulus, who were the han C 
moſt Eminent S:9icks of that Age. HH had 
likewiſe had the Aſſiſtance of Claudius Per 
werus, a great Peripatetick Philoſopher. pt 
e then 
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= He always paid a great Regard to his 
receptors, as being fully ſenſible of the 
Advantages of Education, and of the Va- 
Ilũue of that Pains which had been taken 
with him. This acknowledging Temper 
work d ſo far that he erected Statres for 
Tronto, and Ruſticus, which Ruſticus, and 


Proculus, another of his Maſters, Herais'd 


to the Conſulſhip: * And the latter hav- Ah 
ing no great Fortune, he furniſh'd him biabeſt 
vith Mony to live up to the Grandeur of, i the 


Govern- 


his Office : + And as for Ruſticus, he al- ment. 
ways did him the Honour to Salute him t Capitol. 
before the Captain of the Guards. But 
this was not all. For being convinc d, that 
Mony and Preferment, were no ſufficient 
Return for Senſe and Principles, which 
latter Advantages being either the firſt 
Growth, or at leaſt the Improvements of 
Ltruction; he was willing to let the World 
know how much he was indebted to the 
Care of theſe Great Men: The ſatisfying 
got this Obligation was the Principal Mo- 
dive which put him upon Writing his ad- 
mirable Meditations. An extraordinary 
piece of Gratitude This, which as 'twas 
an Original in him; ſo no body ſince has 


had the Ingenuity to Copy after it. When 


People have any good Qualities, they are 
apt to thank themſelves for the getting 
them. To impute their Virtue tothe Aſ- 


2 2 {i{tanc2 


— 


vi MAR Cus ANroxixNus's 


cy to tarniſh the Luſtre, and loſe th; 
Credit on't. But Marcus Aurelius was 1l. 
ways a declar'd Enemy to this ſort of Self. 
Love: This Impartiality of Temper mad 
his Acknowledgments run high, and trex 
his Maſters almoſt with the ſame Reſp 
he did his Deitiec. For after their Death 
he erected them Statues of Gold among hi 
Domeſtic Gods, made frequent Viſits t 
their Tombs, and there honour'd then 
with the Solemnity of Sacrifices an 
* The Ro- Flowers. * 

mans ud And fince the Advantages of Philoſoph 


1 conſiſt in PraGiſe ; it muſt be confeſs 


of thoſe that to perfect the Character of a good} 


they had a 


ns Prince, 


He ſhould not be unacquaintel 


for. with With the Meaſures of Juſtice, which are 


all forts of ſerviceable to the Publick Intereſt : My 
„ers. cus Aurelius took care not to neglect ſo ſg 
nificant a part of Knowledge, he took cot 
ſiderable pains in the ſtudy of the Lam, it 


which he was inſtructed by L. Voluſug 


cp Mecianus, the moſt able Lawyer of hi 
Acitid.in Time. F 


tare. en- He was 2 Favourite of Adrians from 
cm Orxrat. 


- 9. his very Infancy, who loved to have hin 


8 always at his Court, this Emperour pre 
"ns 


is 


quus Pub. ſented him with a Horſe upon the Public 
I cus was Charge, || when he was but fix Years ol; 


a kind of 
Knight- 
Rod. 


an Honour which had never been fo er: 
ly beſtow d upon any one before. An 


ſiſtance of another, is the way, they fa 
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And it being the Cuſtom among the 
Romans for young Perſons of Quality to 
Baſs through the Prieſthood, in order to 

Hualify themſelves for State-Employment, 

he was admitted one of the Salii, that is 
2 Prieſt of Mars, And in this Buſineſs - c:pire!, 
he was far from behaving himſelf as other 
Foung People do, in an Office, Which 


hey look upon only as a Title, and Quali- 
cation for ſome other more conſiderable 


Promotion; No, he perform'd all the 
Warts of the Function with that Conſtancy 
and Exactneſs, as if this Poſt had been the 


tmoſt of his Ambition. This Applicati- 


Jon made him Maſter of the Muſicł, and 
Head of the Order, ſo that during his be- 


ing there, all thoſe who were either en- 


tred into this Society or diſmiſs d it, were 
always admitted, or diſchargd by him. 
And at theſe Solemnities there was no 
need of a Prompter to aſſiſt him, for he 
had all the Holy Forms, and Ceremonies 


by heart. And thus he practiſed betimes 


Jone of his own Maxims, To do every thing 
¶ according to the Rules of Art, and with the 
ut moſt Improvement. T was in this Society 
that he receiv'd the firſt Preſages of his 
coming tothe Throne For the Prieſts ac- 


cording to Cuſtom throwing Garlands of 


Flowers upon Mars's Statue, laid upon a 
Couch of State, that which was thrown by 
[d4] Marcus 


* 


Marcus ANrToNINus's 


— 


Marcus Aurelius fell as exactly upon tar Uca 
Head of this pretended Deity, as if it hu er, 
been put on by a Mans Hand ; Noth pinie 
Crowning of this Statue was the peculin as n 
Privilege of the Emperour. fore 
At fifteen Years of Age he put on lHatigu 

* Togiv- Mans Habit, * and by Adrian's Order hatfMunti: 
= Daughter of L. Ceionius Commodus com. ¶ & the 
tracted to him. Not long after he with g 
truſted with the Government of Rowe, d. Nis Pa 
ring the Abſence of the Conſuls, who wem ant, 
to Mount Alba to keep the Latin Holyday:Wcrſio! 
3 e T. In this Poſt of Authority he behava A in! 
ee bo himſelf with the Gravity of an Old Maęi Mut tv 
Targuin ſtrate ; And repreſented the EmperouW: of 
— rad with great Dignity, and Prudence. | Meir. 
Confede- His Siſter Auna Cornificia was married to Wi 
fred in Numidins Quadratusʒand that her HushandB 
wich the might not upbraid this Lady with want of 
de. Be, Fortune, he gave her all his Paternal E. 
Hatic, lb ſtates And alſo gave his Mother the Li. 
berty of adding what part of her own Set- 
tlement ſhe pleas'd. * 
He was not without ſame Fancy for the 
Pencil, and for this Study Diognetus was 
his Maſter, a Perſon eminent both tor WM 
1d. Painting, and Philoſophy. + 0 
He loved Wraſtling, Foot-Races, Tenn, 

. and Hunting, || not ſo much for the fake 


4. 
Capitol 
„. 


of the Diverſion, as becauſe he look d up- 
on them as a ſort of innocent Preſervativs N tr 
„ „ ov 3 p 4 Fee | 9 ; 0¹ 
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Sf Health. Nay he went ſomewbat far- 
er, and was of Socrates and Arijtipprrs's 
MW pinion, that the Exerciſe of the Limbs 
as not unſerviceable to Virtue it ſelf. 

fore his Conſtitution was wa ken'd with 
i {Matiguing and conſtant Buſineſs, he uſed 
u unting, and would frequently ride ſingly 
the biggeſt Wild Boars, and attack them 
ith great Dexterity and Courage. But » pio. 

Mis Paſſion for Philoſophy, got the Aſcen- 
ant, and made him cool in other Di- 
Ecrſions. This Paſhon ſeiz d him ſo ſtrong- 
in his very Infancy, that when he was 
t twelve Years Old, he put on the Ha- 
of the Stoic“ Philoſophers, practis' d | Capitol 
Heir Auſterities, and lay upon the Ground 
ith nothing but his Cloak under him. 

Ind his Mother had all the Difficulty ima- bl, 
able, to perſuade him to lie upon a, %g 
Parded Bed, tho' it had nothing but a 9 

„skins thrown over it. || Nature ſeem d 
det · have made him on purpoſe to reſtore 
nd encourage that Philoſophy, which 
Nad always been moſt firm to the Intereſt 
F Virtue. For even in his Childhood the 
quality and Gravity of his Temper was 

Inch, that neither Pleaſure nor Uneaſineſs 
ni, Puld ever make him ſo much as change 
lake ountenance. But then this Gravity ha- 18. 
up- ing no mixture of Moroſeneſs, was not at 
ire troubleſome to his Friends, nor to thoſe 
Who 


X Maxcus AnToninus's 
who had Buſineſs with him : To do hin reſto 
Juſtice his good Qualities ne'er run of. + 
into Exceſs ; his Prudence in ConverſaiM:o1 
on was without Pride, and his Compi, 4. 
ſance without Meanneſs. . 
Adrian having loſt Ceionius Commodu e 4; 
* Capitol. * whom he had Adopted for the Empire D 
Sparti2n. and being in queſt of one to ſupply l 
in Adrian. , . Pp. Aft 
Place, Marcus Aurelius came into his Min oke 
but finding him too Young, for then he wiſh Ob 
ſcarcely Eighteen, the Emperour adopt ade 
Antoninus P ius, but with this Provilo 0405 
that he ſhould adopt Marcus Aurelius, ur F 
L. Verus, Son of Commod us lately deceas . 
And thus Marcus Aurelius was Adoptmpe 
Capitol. At Eighteen Years old. r The Night H w 
— fore this Honour, he dream'd his Hane p: 
Dom. and Shoulders were made of Ivory; aus 
139. upon trial whether they would bear aur 
reat Burthen, he found them mud, 
ronger than formerly. Cc 
The News of his being Adopted dnt a 
but diſturb him; And when his Dom nd h 
ſticks ask d him how he could receive ¶ ono 
Honour of that Bulk, with ſuch an Air im, 
Diſſatisfaction; He made them a lima 
Diſcourfe concerning the MisfortunFrieſt 
which perpetually attend a Royal Stati M. 
Some few Days after his Adoption, Meni 
[Spatian Arian went into the Senate, || and mo ith 
in adrian. that his want of Age for the Office onſt. 


218 
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veſior might be diſpencd with; This 
as the laſt Favour he receiv'd of this Em- 
Frour, who died ſoon after at Baie. Mar- 
Aurelius made him a Magnificent Fu- 
ral; And brought the Gladiators into 
e 4mphitheaters to Fight in honour of 
e Deceas d. 
After Adrian's Death, Antoninus Pius 
Woke the Contract which Marcus Aurelius 
Obedience to the late Emperour, had 
ade with the Daughter of Lucius Com- 
aus, and offer d him his own Daugh- 
Ir Fauſtina, precontracted to Verus; But 
Tr; being too young to be married, the 
mperour made Choice of Marcus Aureli- 
, whom after his having been Queſtor 
== preferr'd to the Conſulſbip, tho the 
as were ſomewhat ſtrain'd in his Fa- 
Pur: He likewiſe gave him the Title of 


Companies of Knights, and was pre- 
Ent at the Shews furniſh'd out by Marcus 
Ind his Fellow-Officers. He forc'd all the 
onourable Diſtinctions of a Prince upon 
ir im, and by an Order of the Senate had 
im -"_ into the College of the High- 
Prieſts. 
Marcus Aurelius being conſtrain'd in his 
Penius, and rather burthen'd than pleas'd 
With his Promotion; was oblig'd to be 
Fonſtantly at the Council Board, to qualify 


r, made him Colonel of one of the · An. 
0 Dom 149, 


himſelf 
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himſelf for the Functions of Governmey 
but all this forcing did but increaſe 
Inclination for Philoſophy, in which i 
ſpent all the time he could ſpare out 
Publick Buſineſs : This Paſſion of his i; 
the ſtudy of Viſdom, was not a little py 
moted by the Emperour Antoninus Pl 
Who beſides the engaging him farther 
his own Example, ſent for the Fama 
Apollonins of Chalcis from Athens 5 N00 
the Converſation of this Sfozck Philoſ 
pher was not unſerviceable to the youn 
Prince. And here I can't omit the rel 
ting a Paſſage, the oddneſs of which wi 
help us to underſtand the Temper both 
the Philoſopher, and the Emperour. 
ſoon as Appollonius was arriv'd at Rom 
Antoninus Pius ſent bim Word, Da 
might come to Court as ſoon as he pleail 
and his Scholar ſhould be put into his Haul 
* Tothis Meſſage the Philoſopher reply, 
That "twas the Scholar's Buſineſs to wait uh 
on his Maſter, and not the Maſters to m 
after the Scholar. This Anſwer being at 
ried to the Emperour, he only ſmil'd # 
it, and faid,That Appollonius, he perceiv 
fouud leſs trouble in his Fourney from At bel 

to Rome, than in walking from his Inn 
the Palace; This was all the Notice "Me 
took of Appolloninss Freak, and ſent Me! 
cas Aurelius to his Lodgings. 
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About this time the young Prince loſt 
s Governour. The Death of this Perſon 
uched him ſo ſenfably, that he forgot 
s uſual Fortitude, and ſhed Tears upon 
e Occaſion. And when ſome of the 
purt rallied upon him, as if he had gi- 
Wn way to an Inconfiſtency, the Empe- 
ur replied, Pray give him leave to be a 
an, Nature will have its Courſe in ſome 
ſure 5,11 ſpight both of Empire, and Philo- 


j 


He married Fauſtina two Years after his 


extraordinary Beauty, but of too airy 
remper to be any great Bleſſing to her 
usband ; ſhe was for living by her Mo- 
ers Example, and getting Beaux to ad- 
ire her Perſon: As for the Charms of 
Wircys Aurelius, ſhe underſtood nothin 
them, nor had any Reliſh for ſo much 
iſdom and Regularity.He had a Daugh- 
Ir by her the firſt Year after he was mar- 
Wed, at which time he had alſo the Tri- 
$rician and Proconſular Authority, which 
ere commonly the ſole Prerogatives of 
pe Imperial Crown. 
Io this Dignity and Grandeur, the Se- 
ate added another extraordinary Privi- 
25, firſt invented for Auguſtus, but much 
Plarged in the ſucceeding Reigns : By 
e Roman Law no Ad could pals in the 
Senate 


ond Conſulſhip, * This Princeſs was Id. An. 
Dom. 147. 


—_— 


X1V Marcus AnToNinus's 


Senate unleſs the Conſul, who was t. 

Principial Member, brought in the Bj, 

Vid. Sal * For twas his Prerogative to make th 

mas. in N 
Capitol. firſt Propoſal of the Matter. The Conſi 

relinquiſh'd this Right in favour of A 

ſtus, and by a formal AF empower'd hin 

to make his Report, as they calFd it, e 

ry Day in the Senate; that is to Move, 9 

propoſe the paſſing what he had a min 

to, every Day of their Sitting. 

But when People have once begun 

Flatter, and Complement away their Pt, 

vileges, tis a difficult Point to make: 

Halt, and keep within Bounds. Thus tl 
Privilege granted to Auguſtus of Movin 

for a new AF once a Day, was afterwati 

improv'd to ſucceeding Emperours, ani 

mounted to the Liberty of bringingi 

three, four or five diſtinct Bills in the ſan 

compaſs of Time; and Marcus Aurel 

had it in the laſt, and largeſt Extent. Noi 

this Prerogative carried ſuch a vaſt weigh 

of Power along with it; that twas enough 
of it {elf to make all the Seſſions of the Ml 

nate inſignificant. 7 

But as it happen'd this Authority wi 

t Capitol. lodg d in the beſt Hands imaginable. f fa 

all the uſe Marcus Aurelius made of 

was only to maintain the Liberties, a 
promote the Happineſs of the People. 
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Farther ; He never abus'd the Intereſt 
> had with the Emperour, who prefer'd 
ne but thoſe of his Recommendation ; 
F he was always very careful never to 
Pention any but ſuch as were well quali- 
ed for their reſpective Employments. And 
lere we may obſerve that his Submiſſions 
the Emperour always kept pace with 
he Growth of his own Authority: For 
e conſtantly paid his Imperial Majeſty 
e ſame Regard as if himſelf had been 
fo more than a private Perſon : Indeed 
is Affection to the Emperour ſeem d daily 
© encreaſe upon him: For during his 
in tree and twenty Years at Court he never 
au ft him, nor ſo much as lay abroad above 
au vo Nights. | 
i888 This cloſe Attendance, together with 
in the Marks of Tenderneſs and Regard, 
Sade (o ſtrong an Impreſſion upon Awtor;- 
% Pius, that he would never liſten to 
He Suggeſtions of thoſe who endeavour'd 
Wo create a Jealouſy againſt Marcus Aure- 
7e, and put him upon ſuſpecting the Re- 
Wlity of his Affection. One day when he 
as walking in the Garden with one of 
ais Courtiers, and ſeeing Lucilla Marcus 
Hurelinss Mother on her Knees in a pri- 
ate Place before Apollo's Statue; the Gen- 
. leman whiſpers him in the Ear, what do 
yr think, Sir ſa;s he, that Lady is ſo earneſi 
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in her Devotions for; ſhe's begging Apgly 
that your Majeſty may trip off, and that he 
Son may govern in your Place. This Sen 
tence, which had they had a Tyrant y 
deal with, might have been fatal both h 
Mother and Son, was diſregarded by th 
Emperour, who was too well affurd q 
the Good-faith and Probity of Mara 
Aurelius, to believe any Report to his Dif. 
advantage. The good Underſtanding he 
tween theſe two Princes, continued with. 
out the leaſt coolneſs till the Death of 4» 
toninus ; who falling ſick at Lorium, and 
perceiving himſelf paſt hopes of Recove 
ry; order'd his Captains of the Guard, 
Principal Officers, and thoſe he could co 
fide in, to be brought into his Bed- chan 
Capitol. ber, And before this Company he con 
firm'd the Adoption of Marcus Aurel 
naming him for his ſole Succeſſor, without 
any mention of Verus: And the Commar- 
der in Chief coming to receive Orders, h 
gave him Equanimity for the Word ; let. 1 
ting them underſtand, that by leaving ſuc 
a Succeſſor, they had all they could re- 
ſonably wiſh for. Immediately after this, 
he order'd the Golden Fortune to be cat 
ried into Marcus Aureliuss Apartment: 
Now this Statue was look d on as an Omen 
of good Luck, and a kind of Publick Sec 
rity, and was always kept in the Empe 
rour's Bed-chamver. After 
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After the Death of this Prince the Se- 
ate prevail'd with Marcus Aurelius to take 
he Government upon him. And here* An. 
ie firſt Act of his Imperial Authority was Dom. 67. 
d grant, it to an Aſſiſtantʒ for he made 
veins Verus his Partner, gave him the 
ribunician Power, the Title of Enperour, 
d an equal ſhare with himſelf in the 
dminiſtration. F This was the firſt time f capitoi 
one was ever govern'd by two Soveraigns. 
ſight extraordinary enough in any place, 
pecially in a Town where the Choice of 
ſingle Prince, had often occaſion d ſo 
uch Confuſion and Blood - ſhed. 6 
The ſame day Marrus Aurelius took the 
me of Antoninus, and gave it to his 
league Verus, to whom he contracted 
$ Daughter Lucilla. And as a mark of I Capitol. 
ir Satisfaction in this Alliance and {Sm 
good Correſpondence between them z 
y ſetled a conſiderable Fund for the 
ort of thoſe who were lately Natu- 
ra, and at that time very numerous. 
two Emperours upon their going out 
we the Sexate-Houſe, had the Guards drawn 
before them, to whom they gave 2 
Nees or Bounty of ſive hundred Crowns 
? lan, and proportionably to the Officers. 
being done they proceeded to the 
cral Solemnity of their Father the late 
Wpcrour, whoſe Corps they carried to 
b Adrian's 
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Adrian's Tomb, and lodg'd it there: Thy 
likewiſe proclaim'd à Vacation out of þ 
ſpect to the Mourning; and then aeccoii 
ing to Cuſtom went on to the Deihiꝝ 
Ceremony; which was perform'd in th 
* See H- manner following. 

— In the Palace Porch, there was an Ty 
on of Se. Ty Bed of State, made higher than ori 
1 nary, with a Counter-paneof Gold Tiſſe 
me and upon this they laid the Effigies of th 
deceas d Prince in Wax-work : Onth 
left hand of this Bed, the Senators or 
bility fat all in Black. The Ladies oft 
firſt Quality were placed on the ri 
hand; they appear'd in a plain'whitek 
bit, without any thing of Jewels, or Dit 
fing. This part of the Ceremony lat 
a Week, during which the Phyſicians pl 
their Attendance, treated the Effgresll ! 
a Patient, and always at their going av 
pretended the Diſeaſe gain d Ground, 
that the Symptoms grew Mortal. A 
when the Emperour's Death was publil 
a certain number of young Noblemen 
Gentlemen of the beſt Quality, took! 
the Bed and carried itupon their Should 
through a Street call'd the Via Sacra, Ill ( 
the Old Forum or Square, where the WlWroi: 
giſtracy uſed to reſign their Reſp Co, 
Employments. Two ſides of this * | 


were Scaffolded : Upon one of 1 ei 
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ere was 4 Choir of Youths, and on the 
her, one of young Ladies, and both 
xes of the beſt Quality: Their Buſineſs 
as to ſing Hymns, and Funeral Poems in 
Dnour of the dead, and that in the moſt 
lemn , Affecting manner 1maginable. 
eſe Dirges being over, the Nobility and 
ntry above-mentioned, took up the Bed 
State and carry'd it out of the City in- 
the Campus Martius, in the middle of 
ich Field there was upon this occaſion 
ittle wooden Pyramid built ſeveral Sto- 
s high. The firſt Story was made like 
ittle ſquare Chamber, fill'd with all ſort 
combuſtible Matter, and ornamented 
the out ſide with pieces of Gold Tiſſue, 
ry Statues, and Paintings of the beſt 
d: The ſecond Story being of the ſame 
ure with the firſt, but a little leſs, was 


cs of the Square. Above this there was 
eral other Stories which leſſend by de- 
es, till the laſt grew narrow to a Point. 
e Bed, and Effigies in Wax was placed 
be ſecond Story ſtuffed with Perfumes 
ra, Mull forts, as Gums, Flowers, and Odo- 
the rous Plants, the People both in City 
(pe Country ſtriving to out- do each other 
5 of his laſt Reſpect to their Prince. This 
woos done the Gentry march'd on Horſe- 
Wo, D 2 back 
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Capitol“ 


back round the Pyramid in good orde T. 


adjuſting the Motions of their Marcht by 
the Tune of ſeveral Military Inſtrumeylf T 1 
which plaid to them; This ſort of TI 


nament was follow'd by Chariot-Rad 
managed by young People in Habits ed 
with Purple, and diſguis'd in V:ſers,whig 
repreſented the Perſons of the moſt ct 
brated Generals, and Emperours of Mi 
mam Extraction. 

This Cavalcade and Racing being on 
thoſe who were to ſucceed to the Emi 
came up to the Funeral Pile, and ſet fi 
to it with Flambeaux ; the Conſuls, N 
bility, and Gentry doing the ſame ata 


wards in their Order. And thus all by A 
preſently in a Flame, there was an Ll Mor 
privately let looſe from the topof the * 
framid ; which immediately towring d 715 
of ſight, was ſuppoſed to carry the E 15 
perour's Soul into Heaven; who from 7 
time was reputed a God, and worlti” - 
accordingly. iſ 4 

After this Ceremony the two Empewa ; 
made each of them a Funeral Oration BY 
Commendation of their Father, choſe li 5 
a high Prieſt out of his own Family ; "uh 
up a Fraternity of Prieſts call'd Art 
in Honour of him, and concluded the 76 
lemnity with playing of Prizes, or W e, 


bats between the Gladiator. 


of 
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The Derfjing of his Father was no ſoon- 
over, but Artoninus was crouded with 
ddrefles from the Heathen Prieſts, the 
Whiloſophers, and Governours of Pro- 
Winces, deſiring they might have the Li- 
7rty to revive the Perſecution againſt the 
riſftians, who had been ſheltred from 
zeir Malice during the Reigns of Adrian 
d Antoninus Pius. The Emperour who 
as no Jeſs an Enemy to Rigour than ei- 
er of theſe Princes, and being inclinable 
ſides to govern by their Maxime, would 
no means hearken to this unreaſonable 
equeſt : And to protect the Chriſtians 
om Violence in the remoter Provinces, 
wrote to the Convention of Afra, 
en fitting at Epheſus, this admirable 
tter ſecured us by Exſebi us. 
In well ſatiefied that the Praiſes of the 
riſtians are not connidꝰd at by the Immor- 
[ Gods, and that they take care to priniſh 
% that refuſe to worſhip them much decper 
an you can. As for the Perſecutions you 
Wc againſt theſe People upon the ſcore of 
Wc! 1210-1, it does but fortify them the more in 
Wer Perſwaſion. And fince they believe they 
e their Lives for their God, you may 
ine they rather wiſh for Death, aud 
on it an Advantage, And thus they 
be better of you upon the Experiment, 
ig rather to dye, than ſubmit to yorr 
| b 3 2 
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Orders. As to the Calamity of the late Eq 
quakes, I think it wot amiſs to put go; 
mind to compare your own Behaviour nij 
theirs under ſuch Misfortuncs as theſe, Ny 
their Reliance upon their God riſes al map 
Proportion to their Danger; whereas yl 
Courage preſently ſinks upon ſuch an occaſin 
Indeed you ſeem to behave your ſelves in 
rantly during the whole courſe of the Afi 
on ; for you not only neglect the reſt of th 
Gods, and over-look that Immortal Brin 
worſhip d by the Chriſtians, but baniſh a 
perſecute thoſe People to Death who ſerve a 
adore him. Several Governours of Proving 
have formerly written about this Buſineſ1 
the late Emperour our Father of Divine 
aory : The Anſwer they receiv d was, thi 
they ſhould give that Perſwaſion no troil 
unleſs they found them praiſing againſt 1 
State. Now I being willing to follow my t 
ther's Meaſures, and being ſolicited by ſe 
ral Informations about this matter, 15 
ſtruFions were to the ſame purpoſe. 4 
therefore if any one for the future ſhall "i 
ſecute a Chriſtian meerly upon the Account | 
his Religion, the Chriſtian ſhall be diſcharg 
end the Proſecutor puniſh d. This Letter Wi 
publiſh'd in the Temple when the Conn 
vention, or Common Conncil of Aſia Wi 
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re ſcem'd to be all over ſettled in Peace 
d Proſperity. Indeed the beginning of 
is Reign was ſo happy and undiſturb'd, 
hat one would almoſt have thought the 
Wery Soul and Reaſon of Antoninus Pius 
Bad been Transfus'd, into his Svcceſſors : 
Vhich was the more to be wonder'd at, 
nce in reality: there was nothing more 
lifferent than the Temper. and Inclinati- 
In of theſe two Princes. 
Marcus Antoninus was ſettled and cer- 
Win in his Humour, unpretendingly Grave, 
Ind not without a Mixture of Affability 
nd Complaiſance: He was bath Merci- 
u and Juſt, and no leſs Indulgent to o- 
ers than Rigorous to himſelf; Deaf to 
Wc Charms of Vanity, immovable in his 
Waterprizes, and Reſolutions, which were 
ever fix d and taken up without Mature 
Peliberation; being never ſwayed by Paſ- 
gon and Freak : He hated buſy Informers, 
as Religious without Affectation, un- 
ranſported and free from Eagerneſs upon 
Il occaſion; always under an Equality of 
emper, always Maſter of himſelf, and re- 
asn'd to the Reaſon of the Caſe; a per- 
ect ſtranger to Diſguiſe and Diſſimulati- 
pn, and always upon his Guard againſt 
Ihe Exceſſes of Self- love; never uneaſy 
or impatient, very inclinable to pardon 
I b 4 | the 
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ty and Privileges of the Subject. Th 


the greateſt Crimes againſt himſelf; h 
not to be prevail'd on where Reaſons q 
State and Publick Intereſt required Sey 
rity. His Laws had a Regard to the con 
mon Advantage of all Ranks and Nat 
ons under his Government; neither cod 
any Prince be more tender of the Props: 


Good of the Commonwealth was alway 
his Rule to act by, from which he vn 
never diverted by any Private Fancy, I 
tereſt, or Ambition of his own. To con 
clude, fince his Deſigns were only to 0b 
lige Mankind, and Refign to Provident, 
he never ſtrain'd his Politicks to the Pre 
judice of his Morals, but always key 
within the compaſs of Juſtice and Truth 
Lucius Vers had none of theſe gout 
Qualities ; his Inclinations were eager, ut 
ballaſted; and lewd ; tis true, he coullſſ 
not be tax'd with the Savage Fancies ant 
Barbarities of ſome Tyrants, and that wa 
the beſt of him. But this Contrariety d 
Temper did not appear in the firſt Lea 
of their Reign. The irreſiſtable Merits! 
Antoninus made ſome Impreſſion upon hi 
Brother, inſomuch that the Motives either 
of Shame or Gratitude, gave check to | 
Humour, and kept him in Order, wle 
they liv'd together. Nay he pretendedt"| 


Copy -after this Prince, and e 
R C9 TT ( pul 
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Prudence of his Conduct: To give him his 
e, he manag'd himſelf in every reſpect 
MS if Marcus Antoninus had been ſole Em- 
n MScrour. For Verus treated him with the 
me Reſpect, or if you pleaſe with the 
uu me Submiſſion which a Deputy-Gover- 
our gives to a Proconſul, or a Governour 
[RF a Province to the Emperour himſelf, 
u gut 'tis a difficult matter to keep Vice un- 
va ger any long Reſtraint. This force ſerved 
I. nly to heighten Deſire, and therefore 
U erus took care not to loſe the firſt Op- 
ortunity of throwing off the Diſguiſe, 
d ſhewing bimſelf in his Natural Co- 
urs. 
Commod us was born at the latter end of 
is firſt Year of Antoninuss Reign. The 
irth of this Prinee, who proved a ſcan- 
al to Human Nature, was uſher'd in with 
| the terrible Calamities imaginable. * * Lan- 
he over-flowing of the Tyber led the 2 3 
Fay: The Inundation of this River was 
P violent, that it over-turn'd a great part | 
f Rowe, ſwept away abundance of Cat- 
, ruin'd the Country round about, and 
caſion d an extraordinary Famine. + The + CapiteL 
o Emperours ſtept in immediately to 
ce Relief of the People, ſupplied the Ne- 
Ellitics of thoſe who had ſuffer'd, and 
pair'd the Damages with all the ſpeed 
lat was poſſible. After this Inundation 
| We; there 
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there happen'd Earthquakes, greatFiregh 
feveral Cities, and an univerſal Infeqig 
of the Air, which produced ſuch an in 
nite number of Iaſects on the ſuddain, 
that what little Forage the Floods hy 
left was deſtroy d by this Plague: Andi 
the ſame time the whole World ſeem du 
be up in Arms, and the Miſeries of Wy 
were juſt breaking in from every Qu 
ter. The Parthians headed by their King 
Vologeſer, ſurpriz d the Roman Troops uit 
Armenia; and cut them in Pieces; fru 
thence they marched: into Syria, and fore 
the Governour Att://:s Cormelianus to qui 
the Country: The Catti ravaged German, 
and the Country of the Griſons with fu 
and Sword; and the Brittains were jul 
upon the Verge of an Inſurrection. | 
Calpurnius Agricola was diſpatched vi 
gainſt the Revolt in Great Brittain, Af 
dius Vickorinus againſt the Catti, and tui 
Parthian Expedition was reſerv'd for Ver 
Capitol. who left the Town ſome few Days after. 
Marcus Antoninus being by the poſture 
of Affairs, oblig'd to ſtay at Rome, wel 
with Verus as far as Capua, treated lil 
with all the Regard imaginable, and gm 
him ſeveral of his Favorites, and Prind 
pal Officers to attend him; which wi 
done poſſibly to obſerve the Motions. a 


ſecure the Conduct of this Prince, ot 
mi) 


- 
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ay be 'twasonly to raiſe his Figure, and 
ake his Court appear more Magnificent; 
r laſtly, which ſeems more probable, 
& might be deſign d as q Check upon his 
xtravagance ; and te keep him from fly+ 
1g out by the Authority of the Company. 
But all cheſe Precautions ſignify'd nothing. 
For Verut, who was now quite tired with 
Difemblingy was not at afl over-aw'd by 

de grave Retinur which. Artorinus had 
ven him. As ſoon as this Emperour was 
ut of ſight, Vera was reſolv'd to knock 
f the Shackles, for now he had neither 
ear, nor Fancy to continue Reſtrain'd 
ny longer: Now he ſuffer d his Inelina- 
ions to ſtrike out; forgot the Defeat of 
he Roman Legions, took no notice that 
$i: was ready to Revolt; but lanch'd in- 
$0 Vice immediately, and went all the 
Lengthsof an Infamous Liberty; carrying 
his Debauchery to ſuch an Exceſs, that it 
#hrew him into a dangerous fit of Sickneſs 
Et Cann ſtum. This News being brought to 
Nome, Antoninus, tho juſt come thither, 
et forward to vifit him; But before he 
Pegan his Journey, he made Vows for his 


Penate ; which upon his Return he very 
$\<ligiouſly perform'd, after he under- 
dood that Verus was Embark'd, 


This 


Brother's Recovery in a full Houſe of the 
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165. 


ple of Virtue and Reputation, were almoſ 


* Capitol. Stat ius Priſcus took Artaxata 3 Caſſun 


in Vero and Martius Verus routed Votogeſes, mad: Re. 
An. Vom. 


163. 164, 


This young Prince's Wildneſs recover} 
with his Health, and his Sickneſs proy! 
no ſufficient Diſcipline to Reform hin 
He purſued his Debaucheries in his Vox. 

age; and upon his Arrival in Hria, hy 
made a halt at Daphne, part of the Sub 
urbs of Antioch, and here he perfectly for. 
got himſelf to all the purpoſes. of Virtu: 
and Sobriety. This Place, by reaſon of the 
Temperature of the Climate, the Deli. 
ouſneſs of the Gardens, Fountains, an 
Groves, invited the Men of Pleaſure thi- 
ther, and was grown the very Seat, an 
Sink of Debauchery : Inſomuch that Peo. 


afham'd to be ſeen there. Veras encreas (YG 
the Scandal of this Daphne by ſuch Im. 


provements in Lewdneſs, as were meer - F 
Diſcoveries to the Inhabitants, tho other WR bo 


wife the greateſt Libertines on the Face of BY , | 
the Earth. | : 

In the mean time this Emperour's Gene- , 
rals fought theParthians with great Succels 


themſelves Maſters of Seleucia, ſack d ani "By 
burnt Babylon, and Ctefphon, and pulld he 
down the Noble Palace of the Parthio 
Kings. Theſe Victorious Troops which! lu 
had done ſuch brave Exploits, and beaten , 
an Army of five hundred thouſand Men f! 


had 


N 
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ad a worſe Enemy to encounter at their 
Return, and were half of them deſtroy d ie. 10 
„by Sickneſs, and Famine. This Mortality 
! Yay ſo hard upon Caſſiuss Army, that by 
* That time he had reach d Syria he was able 
o muſter but a very few. However, theſe 
Misfortunes made no Impreſſion upon Ve- 
s Vanity, who immediately took the 
itle of Conquerour of Armenia and Par- 
ii; as if he had fairly won all this Ho- 
our by keeping out of the Field, and 
PDebauching at a diſtance. 
Marcus Antoninus, who pretended to 
know nothing of theſe Sallies, was of O- 
pinion that Marriage was the moſt likely 
Expedient to Retrieve him : His Daugh- 
ter therefore Lncila contracted to Verus, 
And one of the moſt Beautiful Ladies living, 
as immediately put into the Hands of 
$Artoninus's Siſter, in order to embark for 
ria, the Emperour ſeeing them on their 
ay, as far as Bruuduſium. Tis ſaid he 
once defign'd to go along with her to Ve- 
u, but chang'd his Reſolution upon a 
Report being ſpread, that the meaning of C:pitol. 
his Progreſs into Syria was only to get 
the Honour for himſelf, of putting an end 
o the Parthian War. He ftaid at Brun- 
HNuſfium till the Princeſs was embark'd, and 
Fyrote to the Proconſuls, and Governours 
f Provinces, not to meet, nor attend her 
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upon her Journey, telling them that th 


Capirsl. in 
Vero. 


Aa. 
Dom. 167. 
or 163, 


uſual Cavalcades, and Solemnities up 
ſuch Occaſions, ferv'd only to crowd th 
People to Death. „„ 

Vierus, who expected Marcus Antoning 
would come through, and make him: 
Viſit, and being afraid he ſhould hear g 
his Diſorders, left Daphre, and went ty 
meet his Brother Emperour' at Epheſy, 
from whence he departed ſome few Day 
after the Solemnity of his Marriage, an 
return'd to Antioch with his Empreſs, 
and here this great Lady ſoon learn d to 
imitate the Liberties of Verus, and wx 


too conformable to the Example her Mo. 


ther Fauſtina had ſet her. 


and gain'd an entire Conqueſt over th 
Parthians, * return'd to Rome, and ha 
his ſhare in the Honour of a Triumph 
with Marcus Antoninus. His Return was 
likely to have been very Calamitous to 
the whole Empire, for he brought the 
Plague along with him, and left it in all 
the Places he marched through. The caul: 
of this Peſtilence was ſuppos'd to proceed 
from the following Accident. Upon the 
taking of Babylon, the Soldiers breaking 
in to Apol/o's Temple to plunder it, found 


a little Golden Cabinet under Ground, 
which was no ſooner open'd, but ſuchiP 
ſtrong 
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Verus having made a King of Armenii he Co 
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Frong Doſe of Infe&ion flew out on't, 
hat it poiſon'd the Air to a vaſt Extent, 
Ind carried the Mortality from Meſopota- 
, as far as Gaul. But this Conjecture 
part, tis more probable the Plague was 
pred by the Famine and Diſeaſes in Caſſz- 
vs Army, at his Return from the Defeat 
f the Parthians. 
About this time the Germans revolted, 
Hade an Irruption into Italy, and put the 
Tountry under Military Execution. «.,. 
Pertinax Fa Man of known Bravery,tho' Dom. 168. 
y the ill Offices of ſome Envious People . , 
Sis Fidelity being ſuſpected, neither his afer- 
on Merit mor the Intereſt of his Friends, _ 
Ppuld ever prefer him any higher than to ruf. 
he Command of ſome Auxiliaries; this 
Pcrſon, notwithſtanding the Oppoſition 
t the Courtiers, was pitch'd on with his 
Friend Claudius Pompeianus, to make head Dio. 
Jo2inſt this terrible Invaſion, which 
Hreatned as far as Rome it ſelf. Antoni- 
% made them both his Generals, and 
as reſolv'd they ſhould ſhare with him 
$1 the Honour of this Expedition. Perti- 
a being highly ſenſible of the Favour 
f this Truſt, took care that the Emperour 
Would have no Cauſe to repent it; and 
gare no leſs Proof of his Honeſty than of 
is Experience, and Courage. In ſhort, 
he Romans charg'd the Enemy —_ 
who 
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who receiv'd them in good Order, au 
fought with great Reſolution. The Figl 
was obſtinate, and held a great while, by 
at laſt the Germans were cut in pieces; an 
which is remarkable, they found a grey 
many Women in Armour amongſt th 
Dead, who fell fighting by the ſides q 
their Husbands, and Children, 


dur tim 
attel, 

as bre 
*rour 
e Man 
can t 
thin 


oaths 


Thus a great Victory was gain'd, ani bros 
the Roman Army had behav'd themſelye 10 
exceedingly well; However, the Empe Hay 
rour was not to be prevail'd on by aw 4 f 
unreaſonable Demands ; and therefor af _ 
when the Soldiers petition'd him to rai C ; g 
their Pay, he refus d them with this Ar "Fall 
iwer; That to give them Mony eum fen b 
* ordinary for the Succeſs of the Batte1 2 
vas in effect to Tax the Corps of thai ” 
parents and Relations, and to ſet a ught: 
* Exciſe upon their Blood, for which H fame 
* was anſwerable to God Almighty, tit he 
* only Perſon to whom Princes were ch me 
« countable. Indeed, let the Difficulty oi hes 
the Juncture be what it would, he wa 9, 


always Maſter of ſo much Fortitude, an-:+ / 
Prudence,asnever to be over-ruled beyom eam 
Juſtice, either out of Fear, or eaſyneſs H Hditio 
Temper. 5 2 time 

Upon this Succeſs he was proclaims l doth i 
Exiperonr the fifth time, the Victories ky + 


erat, having given him the (ame 1 
: Fo 


| 
— — —ͤ— — 4 
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Sur times before. The Night before the id. ' 
Nittel, a Spy being taken in the Camp, F 
Tas brought to his Tent. And the Em- 
Erour having a mind to examine him, 

Sc Man told him; I aw ſo very Cold that 
cant ſpeak, therefore if you would know. 
thing of me, you muſt firſt order me ſome 
oaths to my back, if you have any. The 
perour was not at all diſpleas d with 

s Bluntneſs, but gave him what he ask d 

r, and ſo let him go. | 

And here we muſt not forget the Ex- 14: 
bit of a private Soldier, who ſtandin 
Entinel one Night on the bank of the 
mbe, and hearing the Voice of ſome of | 
fellow Soldiers, whom the Enemy had | 


ten by ſurprize on the other fide, he 
Wrnediately ſwam the River in his Ar- 
Wur, diſengag'd his Comerades, and 
dught them off with him into the Camp 
ſame way, | 
WT he Year following there broke out a | 
ch more dangerous War than that which 1 
had finiſh'd. The Marcomanni, and.» bey 
adi, a very warlike People rais'd dwelc in 
Wreat Army, at which the Romans were — een 
eamly diſpirited, being in a very ill card 8 
k dition to reſiſt ſo powerful an Enemy, =. 
time when the Plague raged violent- 
oth in Town and Country, and ſwept 
ly vaſt Multitudes into their Graves, 
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The Emperour was the only Perſon noti 
Deſpair, his Confidence lay in the Pros 
ction of Heaven, for which heendeavonr! 
to qualify himſelf in the firſt Place,) 
the offering of Sacrifices : He made abu for 


4 ceſſion round about the Town, and ti eir A 
I Statues of the Gods being laid up ho la: 
J er - Couches,* a great Entertainment was ſer ey foi 
| to eat in Up to them in their Temples ; and ith a 
a that po- fear any acceptable part of Worſhip ſhoii ius 
4 be omitted, all foreign Religions v ith ſo! 
4 taken in, and Prieſts ſent for from ali owe. 
4 every Quarter: And which is ſtill noWuperc 
q ſtrange, he reſtor'd the Solemnitiet of Ming o 
q which had been Prohibited ever ſince Mey pi 
1 time of Auguſtus ; and made no ſcrupleſ t the 
1 worſhip that Goddeſs, whoſe Temple H hich t 
y been pulld down in the Reign of 7 :berife<s di 
1 the Decorations burnt, her Statue thtoſ bo ad: 
4 into the Tiber, and her Prieſts knockt Mace o 
; the Head. There was ſo much Cattel d wit 
* erificed upon this Occaſion, that ſome Me Libe 
4 tyrical People, whoſe Tongues are nein 
4 to betyed, made a Jeſt ot; and ſaidti_s mar 
4 if the Emperour ſhould have the g. fa) 
4 luck to return Conquerour, he wolf” e, 
1 ſcarcely be able to find a piece of Beet 
1 the Gods in the whole Empire. | i thes 
4 Capitol in . Thus when the Religious part way er the 
5 Vero. niſhid, he ſet forward againſt the End 5 85 
4 -,, and took Teras along with him; 1 ern. 
i. Dom. 169. vol 
4 
1 
4 


———— 
2 - 
ä 


3 


Mancus ANTONINUS. XXXV 


245 —— —— 


Jould gladly have been left at Rome to 
ve carried on his Debauchery, but this 
ntoninus was willing to prevent. The 
0 Emperours therefore marched dirett- 
for Aquileia; and immediately after 
Peir Arrival, made up to the Marcomans, 
ho lay entrench'd not far off; And here 
ey forc d their Camp, and routed them 
With a great Slaughter. In this Fight Cpicol, 
wins Vicborinus, Captain of the Guards, 
ith ſome of the beſt Troops, was cut off. 
owever, this did not diſcourage the two 
mperours from puſhing their Point, and 
Ping on with their Advantage; In ſhort, 
ey preſs'd the Enemy ſo hard, that at 
Wt their Army grew Mutinous : Upon. 
hich the greateſt part of their Confede- 
tes drew off their Forces, kill'd thoſe 
ho adviſed the Revolt, and fent to be 
ace of the Romans. Verus being ſatiſ- 
d with their Submiſſions, and fond of cp. in 
ac Liberties of the Town, was earneſt with Vero. 
orinus to grant them their Requeſt, 
ad march home. What greater Advan- 
ee, ſays be, can jour Majeſty hope for than 
cer? Have zo 4 mind to force your 
emies upon ſome deſperate Attempt, and 
w them. the Weakneſs of the Empire whe- 
er they will or no? Let us rather manage 
err Ignorance, and make the maſt of their 
mſternation, and give them leave, while 
« 2 they 
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they are diſpos'd tot, to think more of 4, 
treat, than a Revenge. To this Antonin 
anſwer d, That there was no truſting 
theſe Barbarians, that their pretence ofi* Dea 
Submiſſion was only to gain time; Man wi 
keep the Storm from falling upon thence 
That 'twas the Intereſt of the Emmi ein n 
to make Advantage of the Miſunderſtanl Fitare 
ings, and Diſorders amongſt them, ai" Hy 
not give them leiſure to agree, and n 

all their Forces upon the | Sn whe 
probably we ſhall be ſtill in a worſe Co 
dition to receive them ; and having th 
deliver'd his Opinion, he immediately aff 
der'd his Troops to march. a 
Cabitel. The two Emperours paſs'd the 4þ 
purſned the Enemy, and defeating the 
ſeveral times, diſpers'd them entirely 
laſt, and return'd without any Confidelf 
ble Loſs. Winter being now pretty tl 
* ward, they reſolv'd to go into Quarters! 
Don. ie. Aquileia ;, but the * Plague forc'd then: 
alter their Meaſures, and go off with aft 
Cpirol. in Of their Troops. Upon their March, 
Vero. rus was ſeized with an Apoplectick i 
near Altinum, whither he was carried, 
where he died ſoon after; his Body lh 


I gra 


tonin 


the p 


Ucl 1 


_ convey'd to Rome by Antoninus, __ 
ſhew'd him the ſame Funeral Reſ lou: 
which had been paid to the Emp... 1. 
Conical. in his Father ; and nere ſcrupled to ma Ur ha 


% © God of him. 
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I grant we have reaſon to believe that 
toninus was well enough ſatisfied with 
s Death; ſuch a Suppoſition is no leſs 
jan what may be expected fromthe Pru- 
nce and Gravity of this Prince, and 
om the tender Regard he had for the 
Fcltare of his People. But that, as a cer- 


Whanks to the Senate, this is altogether 
credible. However, that Author will 
we it, that the Emperour hinted to the 
pſe, that the Parthian War had never 
P /o happily ended, had it not been ma- 
Bod by his Direction and Advice; and 
en declar'd, That having now the Sove- 
zenty wholly in his own Handle; and no 
er embarraſs d with a debanch'd Aiſr- 
t, he world alter his Meaſures, aud be- 
p a new Reign. Now Antoninus was too 
Wodeſt, and too Wiſe to talk at this rate; 
h Diſcourſe was neither ſuitable to his 


es of Verus in his firſt Book, nor in fine 
the purport of his Speech, the deſign of 

uch was to thank them for ordering 
e Apotheoſis of Verus. His Enemies no 
ubt ſet this Report about, to give ſome 
our to another Calumny which they 
ead at the ſame time, that the Empe- 
r having diſcever'd the Deſign of Ve- 
C 3 FAS 
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Win Hiſtorian adds, He ſhould publick- Caoiral. 
own his Satisfaction in a Speech of u Me. 


n Maxims, nor to the Character he C. pitel. 
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rus to poyſon him, prevented him in his 275. 

Plot, help'd him to a Doſe, and practisd al A 

his own foul Play upon him : Or as ſome be ne 

ſaid, prevail'd with his Phyſician to bleed Qual 

him to Death. The ſuſpicion of ſuch a2 of an 

Praiſe being too groſs to ſtick upon 45 
toninus, 2 great many People threw it u 

on Fauſtina; giving out that this Princes oul 

Capitol in had reveng'd her ſelf by Poyſon upon /. Y. th 

eto. rus, being enraged againſt him for betray- Lewd 


ing the ſcandalous Correſpondence be- had 
tween them to his Empreſs Lucilla. But and ſe 
the moſt general Opinion was, that Laal- ſolv'd 
la was the Perſon that put him into this And t 
Mortal Fit; for not being able to endure reflect 
the Paſſion Verus had for his own Silteffſ ſent t 
Fabia, and being leſs concern'd at the Los to dif 
of her Husband's Affection; than at thi leem' 
haughty Behaviour of her Siſter in law decen 
who with an Inſolence proportionable te of the 
her Lewdneſs, abus'd her Intereſt with he he ha 
Brother, and treated the young Empre reſt, 
with Neglect: For this Reaſon Luc Thi 
choſe rather to level her Revenge direct rev1y « 
againſt Verws, than againſt her Rival, con who 
cluding from the proud Humour of Fabi Order 
that to tumble her down in this mann '' the 
from that Criminal height of Greatnels, t( the fi 
which her Inceſt had raiſed her, woul of wh 
be the ſevereſt Puniſhment imaginable Beacon 


For being thus reduced to a private Stat 
- . 2 1 
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on; and baving no Countenance of Roy- 
al Authority to ſupport her, ſhe would 
be no longer in any Condition, to diſpute 
Quality with the Daughter, aud Widow 
of an Emperour. 

After the Deification was over, Antoni- 
ws being Apprehenſive leaſt the Town 
ae be infected with a worſe Mortali- 

„ than that they had lately felt, by the 
A of thoſe Manumis' d Slaves, who. 
had the Aſcendant over Verus in Syria x ; 
, and ſery'd him in his Debaucheries ; he re- 
Jod to remove them from the Court; 
And to do it in a manner that might leaſt 
reflect upon his Brother's Memory, He 
ſent them off with conſiderable Offices in- 
to diſtant Countries ; and thus tho' they 


decently Baniſh'd : In ſhort, he kept none 
of them with him but Elecbus, of whom 
4 had a much better Opinion than of the 
re 
The Liberty, and Diſorders of the War 
reviv'd the old Malice of the Heathers ; 
who taking no notice of the Emperour's 
Orders, began to perſecute the Chriſtians 
in the remoter Provinces. St. Polzcarp v 
the firſt that was ſacrificed ; the Flames 
of whoſe Martyrdom ſerv'd for a ſort of 
Beacon to light up the Perſecution in Gaul 
and Ai. "Tis pretended that Antonimms 
9 had 
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ſcem'd prefer d, they were no better than 
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had a Hand in't. For upon the Lord De. 


puty of Gaul's writing to the Emperour 


to know his Pleaſure about fome Chriſti. 


ans in Cuſtody, his Anſwer was, that he 
would have him execute thoſe who confeſs'd 
and diſcharge the reſt. But here 'twas none 
of his intention to make the owning of 
Chriſtianity Capital; his meaning was on. 


ly that thoſe ſhould ſuffer who could not 


clear themſelves of the Crimes charg'd up- 
on them. For the Governours of Pro- 
vinces, and inferiour Magiſtracy, perceiy- 
ing that the only way to oppreſs the ri 


ſtiant, was to aſperſe their Innocence, and 
ſurprize the Emperour by Miſinformation; 


Upon this View, they uſed to load the 
Indlictment, and make the pretended Cri- 
minal as black as poſſible; the Particular 
of which they took care to ſpecify in their 
Packets to Court; And to fortify the Evi: 
dence, tranſmitted the Depoſitions of ſome 
bribed, or frighted Slaves, who being ſet 
upon the Rack, confeſs d what they had 
a mind to. And thus having gain'd a ge- 
neral Order by miſrepreſenting Matter of 
Fact, they explain d it to their own Hu- 
mour, and did what Miſchief they pleas d. 
And don't ſuch Miſmanagement as this 


ſometimes happen under the beſt Empe- 


rours? Don't their Viceroys, Generals,and 
Magiſtrates often abuſe their Power, * 
iO. as . 3 þ 5 nx mis 6. 
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misbehave themſelves in their Poſts of © 
Juriſdiction 2 And would it not be unrea- 
ſonable to charge the Violence, and In- 


juſtice of the Miniſters, upon the miſin- 
terpreted, and miſapply' d Orders of the 
prince? He that conſiders the Circum- 
ſtances of Time, and Place, together with 
the Temper of Antoninus, his Good Na- 
ture, his Juſtice and Reſolution; he that 
confiders this can never believe that he 
would ſet a Perſecution on Foot after ha- 
ving fo long, and ſo Publickly declar'd 
againſt it? that he ſhould do it when he 
was ſole Soveraign, and at a time too, when 
the Plague and the War, had almoſt diſ- 
peopled the Empire. How can this pre- 
tended Severity be reconciled with the 
Emperours Maxim, that thoſe who miſs the 
Truth, are miſtaken againſt their Will, and 


conclude 3 we have one certain Argument 
more that Antoninus was no Perſecutor; 
becauſe there were no Martyrdoms at 
Rome during his whole Reign and Reſi- 
dence; nor ſo much as one drop of Chri- 
ſtian Blood ſhed within the Bills of Mor- 
tality. 

Before the Year for Verxs's Mourning 


was expired, Antoninus married his + an 
Daughter again to Claudius Pompeianus ; Dom. 170. 


this Perſon was ſomewhat old, and no 
more 


deſerve more to be pittied than hated : * To * Bcok xi. 
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more than the Son of a Private Gentle. 
man 3 but then he had all the Recomer- 
ding Qualities imaginable, and was fit to 
be prefer d to the higheſt Poſts of Truſt and 
Honour: His Fidelity and Courage, his 
Probity and old Grave way of Living, hi 
Experience, and his Reputation too, were 
all extraordinary. Theſe Conſiderations 
made the Emperour chuſe him before No- 
blemen of the beſt Quality and Figure, 
for Virtue, and Merit were the Things he 
moſt valued, and always prefer'd to For. 
tune and Birth. Theyoung Empreſs and 
her Mother were not over-much pleas 
with this Match; but Antoninus having 


taken care that his Daughter ſhould not 


ſuffer in her Privileges, nor ſink in any 
part of her Quality, they both of them 
were ſatisfied at laſt, As for Fauſtina, ſhe 
was of Opinion her Daughter had loſt no- 
thing, as long as ſhe was continued 1n the 
Title, and State of an Empreſs : And Li- 
cilla who had a mind to have her Liberty, 


and follow her Fancy, was ſomewhat 


pleas'd that ſhe had taken rather a Valct, 
than a Husband. 

Thus Antoninus having put his Daugh- 
ter into good Hands, ſet forward to put 
an end to the War againſt the Marcomann, 
who having now the Quadi, Sarmate, 
Vandales, and other Nations for their Con- 
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federates came on more Fierce and Formi- 


dable than before : The Wars againſt 
Hannibal, and the Cimbri, did not carry 
more Terror along with them : In ſome 
of the firſt Diſputes, the Emperour had 
the worſt on't : For probably 'twas in this 
War, that that Defeat was given to his 
Troops, which had likely to have coſt him 


the Loſs of Aquileia, which happen'd in 


the manner following. 
Alexander, who pretended to Prophecy, 
and whoſe Life is written by Lucian; * 


had fo great a Reputation at that time, in Pſeudo- 


Lucian, 


that People look'd upon him as a kind of mant. 


Deity : This Impoſtor had the Confidence 
toſend the Emperour this Oracle in Verſe. 


Gurgitibus fluvii turgeutis ab imbribus 
Immiſſiſſe duos Cybeles edico Miniſtros ; 
Monte feras alitas; tum quantum alit In- 
dicus aer 
Florum atq; Herbarum beneolentum ; moxq; 


futura eſt, 
Et ViGoria, pax & amabilis, & Decus 


Ingens. 


Two Slaves of bels, | with Arabian f Two 


Sweets, Lions. 


Jet them bethrown into the Iſter's Stream 


This 
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© This Mater-Sacrifice will rout the Foe, 9 
And bleſs the Empire with eglorious Peace, 


Antoninus comply'd with the Oracle ei. 
Baron- al ther out of a Superſtitious Principle, or 
151. elſe to ſatisfy the Army, whoſe Spirits he 
8 believ d would be raiſed by ſuch an Ex. 
ectation. The two Lions were accord- 

ingly thrown into the River, with a great 
Quantity of Sweet Herbs, Flowers, and 

Gums. Theſe Lions had no ſooner croſs'd 

the River, but the Enemy knock'd them 

on the Head. Soon after the Battel began; 

and the Romans were ſo ill handled that 

they loſt above twenty five thouſand Men, 

and were purſued as far as Aquileia, which 

had certainly been taken by the Barbar:- 

ans, had not the Emperour rallied his 
Troops and perform'd the part of a brave 

and experienced General. And now the 
Diſhonour his Men had receiv'd, fir'd their 
Courage, and made them fight the better, 
inſomuch that they routed the Enemy, 

Hung. 2nd at laſt drove them out of Pannonia. jo 
ry. While this War was depending, the 
tn Hom Moors haraſs d Spain; and the Egyptian 
or as ome Heardſmen as they were call'd, being a 
55 Ao. ſort of Bandibti, run to Arms, and being 
en headed by a Prieſt, and one Ifdorns, à 
tDie. ſtout Fellow, + ſurpriz'd a Roman Garrifon. 
The Stratagem was this. They _— 

| them- 
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themſelves in their Wives Cloaths, and 
pretended their Buſineſs was to pay the 
Governour of the Fort a Sum of Mony. 

This Officer being over Credulous, fell in- 

to the ſnare, and had his Throatcut, with 

the reſt of the Garriſon. Thus fleſh'd with Dion. ;« 
Succeſs the Rebels, ſacrificed a Priſoner, —_ lib. 
and over his recking Bowels, which they ue C. 
eat afterwards, ſwore themſelves deeper Vole. in 
into the Revolt, and that they would ne- C. 5. 
ver deſert their Party. Upon this, they 
encountred the Rowan Troops, and de- 

ſeating them ſeveral times, had made them- 

ſelves Maſters of Alexandria, if Antoninus 

had not order'd Caſſius who commanded 

in Aſa, to march againſt them. Caſſzns 

was too weak to attack theſe Barbarians, 

who were both very numerous, and very 
deſperate, and led on by a Perſon of ex- 
traordinary Courage : However, he was 

lucky enough to make a Miſunderſtanding 

in their Camp, which Advantage he ma- 

nag'd ſo well, that at laſt they were rout- 

ed, and diſpers'd. 

The Moors in Spain had no better Suc- c:pirol. 
ceſs than the Egyptians, for the Emperour's 
Generals cut off a great part of them, and 
dear'd the Country of the reſt. 

In the mean time Antoninus follow'd 
his blow againſt the Rebels in the North, 
ind fatigued them to that degree, by gain- 


ing 
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ing almoſt every Day conſiderable Ad- 
vantages upon them ; that at laſt he made 
them come too, and» ſubmit to his own 
Terms; and then returning to Rome he 
The Em- kept the Solemnity of the Decennalia, 
ay and obſerv'd thoſe Religious Ceremonies 
tenth which were uſual upon the occaſion. 

x During the Peace, the Emperour em- 
Reign ploy'd himſelf in reforming the Laws, and 
uſed ge. Correcting the Faults in the Adminiſtrati. 
ligjous on. To give ſome Inſtances. Firſt, To 
Feſtival. the end that thoſe who were Free- born 
might never be at a loſs to prove their 
Privilege, he order'd every Citizen in 
Rome to go to the Treaſury in Saturn's 
Temple, where the Publick Records were 
kept, and there give an Account of the 
Capitol. number of his Children; and in the Pr. 
vinces alſo he ſet up Offices to Regiſter the 

Births in every Family. 
He very wiſely Prohibited all Enquiries 
into the Circumſtances and Condition o 
the Dead, after the Term of five Years. And 
that Malefactors might not be too long 
unpuniſh'd, nor the Subject ſuffer fo much 
by the Interruption of the Holy Days; he 
follow'd Auguſtus s Precedent, and leng: 

then'd the Law Term 
Courts fat two hundred and thirty Day 
in the Year : This Method had two good 
Conſequences ; for thus Cauſes were dit: 
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. Mpatch'd with more Expedition, and a great s 
e Mnany Temptations to Idleneſs, and De- 
1 bauchery, remov'd out of the Peoples way. 
He took particular care of the Concerns 
of Mizors, and erected a new Court for 
that purpoſe; the Judge of it was call'd 
Pretor Tutelaris, becauſe he aſſign'd Guar- 
liant, and tried all the Cauſes depending 
between them and the I»fant. He Iike- 
viſe made a Supplemental Proviſion to 
the Law call'd Lex Lætoria; which or- 
der d a ſort of Guardians to Adult Mi- + Cura. 
wr only in Caſes of Diſtraction or De- tores. 
bauchery, whereas all ſuch Perſons were 
now to be under that check without Ex- 
ception. 1 
He was ſo careful to prevent unlawful 
Marriages, and to keep People from run- 
ning within the Prohibited Degrees, that 
be null'd a Marriage of many Years ſtand- 
ing between a Woman of Quality, 4 and , Her 
her Uncle, but at the ſame time declar'd Name was 
the Children Legitimate. The Emperour's 7'*%* 
Reſcript, or Order ſent to this Lady by a 
Manumis'd Slave, is ſtill extant ; It runs 
in the Name of Verws and Antoninus, and 
very well worth the inſerting. 
The long time you have been married to 
our Uncle, || the Number of your Children, | gee. 
and your being diſpos'd of by your Grand mo- \ib. 23. 
ther at an Age when you were not — 77 25 8 
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Capitol. 


underſtanding the Laws, and Cuſtoms of ow 
Empire, are Conſiderations of Weight with 
ar ; all theſe Reaſons concurring, prevail u- 
on #5 to allow your 1ſue, by this Marriages 
forty Years ſtanding, the Quality, and Pri. 
vileges of their Family, and to make they 
as much Legitimate, as if they had been bory 
in lawful Wedlock. 

He moderated the Charge of Publick 
Solemnities, and Entertainments, and leſ- 
ſen'd the Number of the Roman Shenws, 
that by this means he might hinder his 
Subjects from being over-fond of trifling 
Diverſions, and prevent their Ruin by 
ſuch unneceſſary Expence, and which was 
often manag'd ſo unluckily, as to create 
Mortal Feuds between the beſt Families, 
He likewiſe regulated the Players Salary, 
and order'd it not to exceed ſuch a Sum, 

He took great Care to keep the Streets, 
and High-ways in good Repair; He re- 
form'd the Abuſes at Auctions, and re- 
ſtrain'd the Bankers from taking unreaſo- 
nable Intereſt. He very much mollified the 
Rigour of the Law by which Aliens who 


were either Legatees, or Heirs were oblig'd 
to pay the twentieth part of what fell to 
them, into the Exchequer ; tho this bur- 
then had been in ſome Meaſure made 
lighter by the Emperour T. jan. He alſo 
provided that Children ſhould wy 
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their Mothers Eſtates, who died Inteſtate. 
The Romans had a Law that thoſe who 
were not Originally Italian, in caſe they 
ſtood for any Office at Rome, ſhould be 
oblig'd to lay out a Third ofwhat they 
Nvere worth upon Land in Italy, that fo 
they might look upon that, and the Toms, 
Witheir own Country: Antoninus relax d 
little upon this Point, and bound them 
to no more than a Fourth. | | 
He was particularly careful of the Ho- 
nour, and Intereſt of the Senate. For he 
ot only remitted a great many Cauſes to 
he Houſe, which uſed to be tryed at the 
uncil Board; but alſo impower'd them 
o give Judgment without Appeal. He 
ommonly reſerv'd the Offices of Maile: 
and Tribunes, or Treaſurers, for thoſe · The 
enators who were decay'd in their For- ile, 
ines, provided they were not grown poor —— 
y their Vice and Extra vagance. Twas lick Sen,, 
erer his way to receive any Perſon into — 
10-Mhis Order, without the Conſent of the Weiekes 
hole Houſe, nor then till he had ſtrictly aud Mes- 


7. (ures, ſur» 


quired into his Character. When any ,.y4 the 


-» 


obleman was tried for his Life, he al- Bvildiogs, 
ays took care to be fully infornr d of the hien _ 
latter alledg'd againſt him; and never 8 


fer d any Commoner, tho' of the beſt 


a ank, to be concern'd in Cauſes of this 
14 ature. His Cuſtom was to come to this Capitol. 
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what like Out of the Senate; being perfectly of 4. 
our M 
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Aldermen, Character of the chief Magiſtrates; make 


Capitol. 


13. 


= Senate, or Houſe of Lords, as often as hi 


airs would give him leave, tho he had 
5 — to — And when he had an) 
Buſineſs to propoſe, he made no Difficulty 
to come up to Towr, from the remoter 
Parts of Italy. The greateſt part of the 
Curators * of Towns, were choſen by hin 


guſtuss Mind, that a Prince by railing the 


his own Figure ſhine out the better, and 

fortifies the Royal Authority, which ne 

ther can, nor ought to ſtand upon an 
other than a Juſt bottom. 

His Regards for the Senate did not pre 
vent his Favours coming down to the ln 
feriour Magiſtracy, nor indeed from reach 
ing the Subject in general. He neve 
thought any Perſons, let their Conditio 
be never ſo mean, beneath his Concern 
his care ſtoop'd even to the Gladiator: 

and Ropedaxcers ; ordering the firlt tc 
fight with Foins, or Buttons upon the 
Swords; and that the other ſhould hav 
Feat her- beds, or Mats ſpread under then 
to prevent the danger of a Fall; and fron 
hence the Cuſtom began of hanging Net 
under the Rope a great while after. 
He made very ſevere Laws to ſecu 
the Privilege of burying Places, and t 
prevent the defacing of Tombs, and wy 
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ments; he likewiſe order d that the Poor 
ſhould beburied at the Publick Charge: And 
how inclinable he was to pardon a Malefa- 
tor, we may learn from the following In- 
ſtance; a Captain of a Troop of Bandilti, 
who had a mind to be plundering of Rome, 
bethought himſelf ofthis Opportunity. He 
goes into Mars's Field in the Suburbs.climbs 
a wild Figtree there, and entertains the Mob 
with abundance of Prognoſtications, telling 
them withal that upon ſuch a day when 
they ſaw him fall off theTree,and turn him- 
ſelf into a Storke, the Sky would rain Fire, 
and lay the World in Aſhes: The People, 
being generally given to Superſtition, and 
over-credulous, ſwallow'd this Prophecy 
with a great deal of Belief, and Admiration; 
and in the mean time the Camerades of this 
Figure-flinger ; made their Advantage of 
their Folly, and ſtrolling from home. When 
the Day for this terrible Metamorphoſes was 
come, the Knave drops off the Fig-tree, and 
in the Tumble, lets a Stork looſe out of his 
a boſom with a good cleanly Conveyance, 
and then dives himſelf out of fight in the 
Crowd; The Mob were ſtrangely amaz'd at 
NeWthis Miracle, and expeCtingaſhower of Fire 
would come powdring down upon them, 
made a great hubbub, and confuſion in the 
nd MCity.The Emperour being inform'd of this 
long adventure, had the pretended Prophet 
ent brought before him; and after having got- 
£2 ten 
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ten the Truth out of him upon promiſe of 
Pardon, he was as good as his Word, tho 
notwithſtanding his Stoical Gravity, he 
could ſcarcely forbear laughing at the Fel. 
lows Roguery. 

He made uſe of all ſorts of Expedients 
to reform the Misbehaviour and Diſorders 
among Women,and young People of Con- 
dition; not knowing how much his own 
Family was concern'd in theſe Misfortunes 
For he was ſtill ignorant of the Liberties 
taken by his Empreſs Fauſtina; as we may 
ealily perceive by his Letters to her a little 
before her Death: And beſides, we have 
reaſon to believe, that had he been ac- 
quainted with her Irregularities, he would 
rather have made uſe of proper Remedies, 
than conceaPd the Injury: Indeed we cant 
ſuppoſe him capable of ſo ſcandalous an 
Indulgence, eſpecially fince ſuch Abuſe of 
Families was ſeverely puniſh'd in Private 
Perſons by the Roman Laws. I grant a cer- 
tain Hiſtorian is of another Opinion, who 
reports, that when the Emperour was ad. 
vis d by ſome of his Friends to be Divorcd 
from Farſtina upon the ſcore of her il 
Conduct, he made Anſwer, I uu returs 

her her Fortune then; Now this jeſt of an 


via si. Anſwer, has taken mightily, and gone 
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great way in Peoples Belief. 
I am not ignorant of the Riſque a Mat 


tel. c. c. runs in oppoſing his Private Sentiment 
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againſt Authority and common Belief. 
However ſince there is but one Hiſtorian 
EE who delivers this Paſſage, and even he 
none of the moſt conſiderable for Indif- 
ferency, Judgment, and Exactneſs, one may 
very well imagine that the Credit of this 
Es tence is not ſo much owing to its own 
Truth, as to the Negligence and Inad- 
8 


vertency of thoſe that took it upon Truſt, 
or granting the Empire was really Fau- 
(bind's Portion; as we muſt ſuppoſe in Fa- 
your to the Hiſtorian, this Auſwer notwith- 
ſtanding would have been improper, and 
unworthy the Character of Antoninus ; 
who ſcorn'd to hold the Empire of the 


(> | 
World, by ſuch a ſcandalous Tenure - But Catel 
8 then the Empire's being Fauſtinas Dower 4. 

ue vas fo far from Matter of Fact, that it ff ver. 
in vas really ſettled upon Antoninus before where the 
of there was any Proſpect of this Marriage: Emperour 
ite For when Adrian Adopted this Emperour, p.m e 
er be oblig'd him to a Contract with the of the « 
bo Daughter of Lucius Commodus. ois ask d 


another, 


d- That Satyrical Stage-Jingle upon the jar war 


call Name of Tertullus, when the Emperour . Mins 
0 70 447 


ill was at a Play, proves nothing; For Anto- 4%, Ge. 
un 1245 had no neceſſity of taking this Jeſt * He. or 
an The other made Anſwer as it were with ſome lictle Lifficul- Mhorc- 
| ty of RecolleQion, us, Tullus, Tirllus, He that put the Maſter * 
Queſtion, being impatient to know the Name, replies, har 
ſay you? I told you, ſays his Friend in the Dialogue, ſer Tullius, 

chat is T have repeated Twll5 ter, or thrice, which is as much 
Vian to ſay the Mins Name is Tertul/us, Capitol. 20. 
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to himſelf, there being enough beſides to 
juſtify the Application. 

The appearing in great Cities in a Coach, 
2 Horſe- litter, or on Horſe- back, was al- 
ready Prohibited by Adrian This Law 
was reviv'd by Antonin under expreſs 
Penalties : For he could not endure a Cir- 
cumſtance peculiar to Triumph ſhould grow 
cheap by common Uſage; And that the 
Subject ſhould take the Liberty of an Equi- 
page, whicł even the Emperours declind 
unleſs upon extraordinary Occaſions. 

He was fully perſwaded that the pre- 
ferring unworthy Perſons to the Magiſtra- 
cy, was one of the greateſt Misfortunes 
that conld happen to a Prince. And thus 
taking all poſſible Precaution to prevent 
ſuch a Miſchief from himſelf, he never 
made any Difficulty to deny an unreaſo- 
nable Requeſt : A Perſon of a very ill Re- 
putation having beg'd an Office of him, 
he gave him this Anſwer ; Purge your ſelf 
firſt of thoſe bad Reports that go of you - 10 
this the Man preſently replied, Sir, I know 
ſeveral Fudges as great Rakes as my ſelf. The 
Emperour took no notice of his Boldne!s, 
but made it his Buſineſs not to give any 
Occaſion to ſuch Reproaches for the fu- 
ture. 

When he found any Perſon qualified to 
ſ:rve the Publick, he gave them _ due 
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commendation; and put them into ſuch 
Poſts as they were fit for ; upon ſuch oc- 
caſions he us'd to ſay, That tho a Prince Dio. 
could not make his Subjects what he had a 
mind to, yet 'twas in his Power to turn 
them to Account, by employing them in 
ſuch Buſineſs as they underſtood. No ſort 
of Conſideration could make him over- 
look Merit, and Capa-ity in any Perſon. 
Nor did ever any Prince delight more in 
making the Fortune of his Friends. Some 
of them were rais'd by him tothe higheſt 
Poſts in the Government; And thoſe who 
had pitch'd upon a Condition ct Life 
which lay out of the way of Employment 
and Office; he took care to preſent them 
largely, and ſettle ſach Penſions upon 
them, as might make them amends for 
the Privacy of their Station; and for their 
voluntary baulking themſelves in their In- 
tereſt, and Honour; But at the ſame time 
he always avoided the granting of Penſi- 
ons to ſuch as were perfectly Infignificant 
o to the Commonwealth: Not forgetting 
he the wiſe Maxim of his Father Antoninus 
„ Pius, who uſed to ſay, That 'twas a ſbanre- .._,. 
ny V Piece of Injuſtice to let thoſe STE Pic. v. 
u- pon the Publick, who were too lazy to ferve 

it. As for the Poor, they never applied 
to to him in vain; And the relieving of them 
ue was fo great a Pleaſure to him; that he 
m- d 4 look d 
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look d upon it as one of the greateſt Hay. 
pineſſes of his Life, never to have been 
unfurniſh'd for this Purpoſe; And return 
Thanks to the Gods for this conſtant op- 


portunity of doing Good. 


In the puniſhing Part his Method wat 
to mitigate the Sentence, and go lower 
than the rigour of the Law. He was ſo 
exact in the Buſineſs of Juſtice, eſpecially 
in Criminal Cauſes, that he reprimanded 
one of his Judges ſeverely, for ſlubbering 
over a Tryal of ſome Perſons of Faſhion, 
and condemning them in a hurry: He 
made the Judge grant the Priſoners a new 
Tryal, and told him withal, That the lea 
thing which a Magiſtrate commiſſion d for 
Juſtice, could do, was to have Patience to 
hear what People of Condition could ſay fir 
themſelves. Another Judge having misbe- 
hav'd himſelfin a Cauſe of great Concern; 
the Emperour inſtead of turning him out, 
made him lye by a little, and aſſign d his 
Juriſdiction to a Brother of the ſame Bench. 
In ſhort, he left no Expedient untryed to 
diſcourage People from doing amiſs, and 
to engage them to their Duty. He re- 


warded their Merits, ſcreen'd their Fail 


ings, and corrected their greater Faults, 
by ſuch a Temper of Diſcipline. as carried 
more Adyantage than Rigour along with 


it. 
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4s none of the Actions of Princes are 
| Mwithout Force and Example, but do ei- 
cher a great deal of Good, or Miſchief to 
Icheir Subjects, fo Antoninuss making Phi- 
loſophy his Inclination, had likely to have 
been very prejudicial to the Romans. For 
now the Empire was almoſt over- run with 
pretending Sages, who to ſpunge upon their 
prince; took the Habit, and Title of Phi- 
loſpbers, but left the good Qualities be- 
hind them; inſomuch that they were not 
only burdenſome to Private Families, but 
even to the State it ſelf. The Emperour 
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being ſenſible ofthis Diſorder, put a ſtop 
to it. For now the Sham-Philoſophers 
7r Mere thrown out of all Privilege and Fa- 
% Mvour granted to that Faculty, and none 
„but Men of approv'd Virtue, Character, 
e- Wand Merit, taken into the College. 


He us'd to ſay that an Emperour ought 
it, N never to precipitate any Buſineſs, nor diſ- 
iS patch it, as it were Eu paſſant, and that 


h, NNegligence in little Matters, is ſometimes. 


to Nan occaſion of great Miſtakes. When a 


1d {Cauſe was before him “ he always uſed , 


e- Ito give the Lawyers what time they de- 


_ 
* 
* 


The Ro- 


man Em- 


i- red in their Argument: For he look d ber ours 


ts, {upon it as a very raſh and unadvis d Me- 


uſed to 
try Cauſes 


ed FWtbod, to limit a Hearing to ſo many Mi- tem- 


th rutes, without knowing the Extent, or 
the Importance of the Matter to be al- 
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ledg'd ; Eſpecially ſince Patience 59 066 
part of Juſtice ; And that tis much better 
to ſuffer the Long Robe to plead twenty 


things Foreign and wide ofthe Caſe, than 


See Book 
4. Sect. 2. 


Capitol. 
10. 


Dio. 


hinder them from ſaying one that's Mate. 
rial, and to the Purpoſe. He uſed the 
ſame Care and Exactneſs in ſmaller Cauſe, 
as in thoſe of the greateſt Concern, it be- 
ing his Maxim that Juſtice ought to be 
uniform, and hold out to the wholelength 
of her Adminiſtration, and that nothing 
relating to Right and Wrong was little 
And thus he would ſometimes ſpend ten 
or twelve Days upon a Tryal, and keep 
the Council at the Board till Night; nei. 
ther would he ever leave the Senate, til 
the Conſul had diſmiſs'd the Honſe in this 
Cuſtomary Form, My Lords, we haven 
more trouble to give ou: And which made 
all this Patience and Application the more 
Remarkable, his Conſtitution was but 
weak, he could not bear the leaſt Cold, 
nor venture himſelf with any more than a 
ſlender Meal, which he always eat at 
Night, and took nothing in the Day- 
time but a little Treacle to ſecure his Sto- 
mach. But none of theſe Diſadvantages 
could make him indulge, or neglect any 
of thoſe Publick Functions, which as he 
us d to ſpeak, the Character of a Prince, and 
Legiſlator, oblig'd him to. 
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He could not endure Trifling, but coun- Coptol 


ted it a great Crime to throw away the 
Wicalt Minute to no Purpoſe. That time, 
1M which in Compliance to Cuſtom, he ſpent 
it the Publick Shews, was not altogether 
eoſt; for even then, twas always his Me- 
thod either to Write, or Read. In his 
Voyages and Expeditions, and when he 
he was moſt embarraſs'd with Buſineſs, he 
made the uſual Intermiſſions for Sleep, 
and Recreation, turn to ſome very ſigni- 
icant Account. Theſe Intervals he gene- 
ally employ d in converſing with himſelf, 
in examining his Conduct, the State of 
his Mind, and the Quality and Condition 
of his Enterpriſes; Tis to this Vigilance, 
and Care of himſelf, that we are indebted 
10 for his Excellent Meditations. By the Date 
de of his two firſt Books, we are inform'd 
ore that the one was written at Carnuntum, 
but and the other in his Cæmp amongſt the 
Id, adi, when the Emperour was ingag'd 
nin the moſt formidable War of his whole 
_ atM{Reign. This great Frugality of Time pro- 
y- duced ſeveral other Pieces which have 


Sto- fallen ſhort in the Conveyance. The loſs 


ages of his Commentaries, or the Hiſtory of his 
any Life, which he left for his Son's Inſtru- 


he tion; is that which is moſt to be lamen 
and ted. 
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Twas always his Opinion that the Cre. 
dit and Security of the Government de. 
pended chiefly upon Good Meaſures ; For 
this Reaſon he would never undertake any 
thing in War, or Peace, without the Ad. 
vice of his Privy Council; and which i; 
more, not without conſulting thoſe who 
had the beſt Reputation for Senſe, whe. 
ther Courtiers, Burghers, or Senators e And 
here he was ſo far from the -Vanity of 
dragging the reſt into his own Opinion, 
that he was always glad of a reaſon to 
follow the Board; —— uſed to ſay; Ii. 
much more accountable for me to reſign to the 
Advice of ſuch great Men who are all ny 
Friends ,than that ſo many Wiſe Heads ſhould 
be over-ruled by my fingle Opinion. Andto 
cure that common, but dangerous Miſtake, 
which makes it uncreditable to yield up 
an Opinion, he has left us this ſignificant 
Truth in one of his Meditations, Tha 
a Man that goes in to the Sentiment if 
another, 3s no leſs at his Liberty than if te 
had ſtuck cloſe to his firſt Thought; For tis 
purely his own Senſe and Judgment that pre- 
vails with him to alter his Mind. 

He counted ita great Crime to warp the 
leaſt from Veracity and Good Faith ; and 
to prevent being ſurpriz d by the falſe Rea- 
ſoning of thoſe Politicians who pretend, 
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his Engagements, when they diſerve his 
Intereſt; that promiſes are only Things 
of Courſe, nothing but handſome Baits 
to catch the unwary ; to keep theſe Kna- 
viſh Principles from getting within him; 
He lays down this admirable Maxim, 
which all Princes are concern'd to take 
notice of; Take eſpecial care ( ſays he) 
never to count any thing an Advantage that 
vill force you, at one time or other, to break 
your Nord. Book 3- 
As reaſons of State directed; He fre- &. 7- 
quently chang'd the Governours of Pro- 
vinces, taking thoſe into his own Hands 
which had been managed by Proconſuli in 
behalf of the Senate and Commons, and 
giving them others govern'd by Deputies 
and Viceroys Commiſſionated by himſelf: 
And here according to Auguſtuss Rule, he 
gave the People ſuch Provinces as he could 
noſt confide in, and receiv'd thoſe of 
{Which he was leſs aſſur'd. 
q 
F 


He loved to be throughly inform'd of cbt. 
what People ſaid of him, not to puniſh * 
thoſe who took too much Liberty, but to 
learn what was liked, or diflik'd in his 
Management; The uſe that he made of 
Publick Cenſure, or Commendation, being 
only to recover a falſe ſtep, or go on in a 
| MW Dcfenſible Method, with better Aſſurance. 
And when his Adminiſtration, or private 

1 Conduct 
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Conduct were blam d without Reaſon, his bimſel 
Cuſtom was to reply to the Charge ei. The f 
ther by Letter or Word of Mouth, not ſo medied 
much to juſtify hichſelf, as to undeceiy hr 
Capitol. thoſe that ſpread the Report, and ac. Saves 
: quaint them with Matter of Fact. the Se 
He would never admit of thoſe over er R 
rown Ambitious Titles, which usd tf 

e given to other Princes, nor ſuffer an verſion 
Temples or Altars to be built for him; mighty 

Being fully convinc'd,that the Flattery d charge 

the Subject ſignifies nothing in true Great. Tumul 

neſs, that tis the peculiar Privilege of ing o 
Virtue, to raiſe up a Monarch to the Gods; muſt 1 

and that a Prince remarkable for Juſtice; ur Te 

has the whole World for his Temple, and bers 5 

all honeſt Men will be his Prieſts to Wor- r Sie 

ſhip him. not in 

Capitol. The Marcomanns, whoſe Submiſſions bance 
22. - were only to deceive the Emperour, and ber of 
make their Advantage by his drawing off to t 

levyed Forces again, and Menaced higher they'd 

than ever. This Enemy had now en rided. 

larg'd their Confederacy, and made them: frm te 

ſelves more formidable than before, by be- The 

ing reinforc'd with all the Nations from nl be 

"From Jhyricum to Gaul. On the other ſide Mes 
ebe the Roman Troops were very much lc for h 
Kline. ſen'd both by Plague, and Service, and laying 
the Exchequer quite exhauſted by a long The | 

War, inſomuch that the Emperour found fund, 


him- 


000 he 
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himſelf in greater Difficulties than ever. 
The firſt part of this Misfortune was re- 
medied by liſting the Gladiators, the Ban- 
ditti of Dalmatia and Dardanis, and the 
Lader too, which was never done fince 
the Second Punick War. And here tis 
very Remarkable to obſerve, that the Ro- 
nwans were very loath to loſe their Di- 
verſions, to ſave their Skins : They were 
mighty warm to have their Fercers diſ- 
charg'd : The Streets were crowded with 
Tumults, and they were perpetually baw- 


ling out ſuch Sentences as this; What ? Capitol, 


muſt we be condemu d to Senſe in Jpight of *3: 
our Teeth? Are we ell to be made Philoſo- 
phers z and muſt never ſee any Prizes, and 
fine Sights any more? The Emperour was 
not in the leaſt ſhock'd with this Diſtur- 
bance ; he was no ſtranger to the Tem- 
per of the People, he knew very well, that 
tho' they made a Man a Brute one Day, 
they'd make a God of him the next, pro- 
vided he maintain'd his Ground, and ſtood 
frm to a reaſonable Reſolution. * 


ſill behind; which by a Prince of Anto- 
vinus s Goodnels was not ſo eaſily maſter'd : 
For he could not endure the Thought of 
laying any new Taxes upon the People. 


fol- 


See 
The main Difficulty of raiſing Mony was 4. Sas 


The beſt and quickeſt Expedient for a pin. 2 
Fund, which he could pitch on, was to Pancg3s. 
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follow the Precedent of Nerva and Traja I lancing 
and ſell the Furniture of his Palaces. Noy MHe bor 
the Subject being not allow'd to hay would 
their Houſes ſo richly Furniſh'd, or HH vhich 
ſerv'd in Gold, or Silver Plate like ty Mdiſturb' 
Emperour ; to promote the Sale therefor. kindly 


Antoninus was forced to permit Perſons of wel! fo: 
Quality to make their Figure and Equi-Wfcd in 
page, as magnificent as they pleas'd. Up. is Son 
on this Liberty the Auction began; ani bout i! 
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all the beſt of the Crown Jewels, Painting 
Criſtals, Plate and Hangings, together 
with the Empreſs's Wardrobe, were ſet to 
Sale, and ſo were a vaſt number of rich 
Pearls in Adrian's Cabinet. Now the Rs 
ans who were too poor to carry on the 
War, to- ſecure their Country, and aſſit 
a brave Prince, found Mony enough to 
buy his Furniture: This Auction laſted 
two Months, and rais'd ſuch a vaſt Sum, 
that the Emperour was plentifully ſupply'd 
for the Charge of the Campaign. At his 
coming home he publiſh'd a Proclamati- 
on to let them know, it would be kindly 
taken if they would return the things at 
the Price paid for them, but forc'd no 
body to part with them againſt their Will, 

Before he took the Field he loſt his 
youngeſt Son Vers Ceſar This Prince 
was but ſeven Years old, and died of an 
Impoſtumation in his Ear, the Phyſicians 

| | lancing 
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lancing the Tumour before twas Ripe. 
He bore this Loſs like a Man of Fortitude, 
would not ſuffer Jupiter's Holy Days, 
which happen'd at that time, ſhould be 
diſturb'd by a Publick Mourning, ſpoke 
kindly to the Phyſicians, and paid them 
ell for their Attendance ; and was fati(- 
fied in getting a Golden Statue voted for 
is Son, which he order'd to be carried 
bout in a Pompous manner at the Circen- 


he Deceas'd : Theſe Ceremonies bein 

ver, he reaſſum' d his Buſineſs, and took 
are of the Government, and having beg'd 
he Aſſiſtance of the Gods by Sacrificing, 
nd Devotion, ſet forward againſt the 
ney. 

This Expedition was much longer and 
nore Troubleſome than all the reſt. The 
mperour being come up to Carnuntum, 
hich he made his Head Quarters, paſs'd 
he Danube upon a Bridge of Boats, at 
he Head of his Troops, marched on to 
e Enemy, beat them in ſeveral Diſputes, 
nd burnt their Villages ; Upon which 
veral great Lords of the Confederacy 
eing amaz d at the Progreſs of his Victo- 
ce es, came in, and ſubmitted. One Day 
an he was ſearching in Perſon for the Ford 


nM 2 River which ſtop'd his March, and 


ng . was 


lan Diverſions; and that the Salii * fhould * Prieſt 
ake a Panegyrical Poem in honour of ? 
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was a ſort of Fortification to the Barbg; 
ans ; the Enemy's Singers on the othe 
fide the Water, diſcharg'd ſuch a Volee gf 
Stones npon him, that he had certai 

been loſt, if his Men had not immediate 
ly come up and cover'd him with they 
Shields. This furprize ſerv'd only to mak 


the Army advance with greater ReſoluiWncmy 
on; ſo that paſſing the River in a Heu Point, 
they power d in upon the Barbarians, ive, b 
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made a great Slaughter of them. Aft 
the Rout, the Emperour went to view th 
Field of Battel, not to boaſt of his Vid 
ry, nor entertain himſelf with a blood 
Spectacle; but to weep over the Wound 
and Misfortune of the Dead; and to pre 
ſerve thoſe who were not paſt help; 2 
before he marched any farther he offer 


Sacrifices upon the Place. ould 1 

The Quadi concluding, and that hey mn 
ſonably enough, they ſhould be purſuedÞo Deat 
left ſome Companies of Archers, ſuppo be Ene 
ted by a Body of Horſe, to skirmiſh wife that 
the Enemy, and pretend to diſpute t Peſpair 
Ground: And here the Romans preſs'd off-mpero 
with more Courage than Caution, a fa the 
not uncommon in thofe who have t. about t 
better of the Day. They attack'd i Per! 
Archers with great Vigour, who accor 2 a 
ing to Orders gave way; and counterfeitey ha 


ing a haſty Retreat, drew the Romans i either 
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to a ſort of Defile, and enclos d them be- 
tween a Ledge of ſteep and ſandy Monn- 
tains. The Emperour's Men, not percei- 
ving the Danger they were in; and think- 
ing nothing too hard for their Bravery, 
Wought very briskly at firſt, notwithſtand- 
Wins the Diſadvantage of the Ground: The 
Wncmy were not ſo eager to puſh the 
Point, but ſtood barely upon the Defen- 
ve, being unwilling to run a hazard for 
kn Advantage, which a little Patience 
rould put into their Hands. The Ro- 
ans were at a loſs to explain this Con- 
duct, till the exceſſive Heat pent in be- 
tween the Mountains, till their Wounds, 
heir Wearineſs, and their Thirſt, made 
hem ſenſible of their Error. Then, when 
twas too late, they underſtood, that they 


hey muſt either. be ſcorch d, and parch'd 
o Death, or have their Throats cut by 
he Enemy. And now things were brought 
0 that Extremity, that neither Anger, nor 
Wcſpair could raiſe their Spirits: The 
Emperour who was much more concern'd 
for their Misfortune than his own, rid 
about the Army, and endeavour'd both 
dy Perſwaſion and Sacrifice to reaſſure 
hem, and retrieve their Courage : But 


CON . - | . - 0 
cfcifſÞ0cy had no Faith in their Devotions, and 
„either Rhetorick, nor Religion, ſignified 
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ould neither Retreat, nor Fight, that 
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any thing. And now being harraſs d, and 
juſt ſpent by the Heat of the Weather, 
the Enemy prepar'd to attack them: $ 
that expecting no manner of Relief either 
from their Courage, their Fortune, or their 
Gods, they look d upon themſelves as juſt 
ready to be Sacrificed : And now when 
there was nothing but Groans and Hoy: 
ling to be heard, and Things appear in 


with t 
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the moſt lamentable Condition imaginable | tb T 
all on the ſuddain the Sky was over- ca * 
the Sun ſhrowded, and a prodigious Shout Die 
powr'd down upon their Camp. Theſe heir 1 
poor Wretches, who look d more like moſt 
Ghoſts than Men, and had ſcarcely ſtrength heir 8 
to ſtand on their Feet, were ſomewhat Pau 
reviv'd at the ſight of this unexpeted MW. Ka 
Rain; and imagining they ſhould fit did . 
more of it by RA farther, preſs ther h 
forward, and at the ſame time held he By 
their Mouths, their Head-pieces, and thei 3 
Shields to catch the Water. ercer : 
The Romans were too buſy in quenchin Vater 
their Thirſt, to mind Diſcipline, and kee ti 
their Ranks; And thus their Forces bein 4 | 
in ſome Diſorder,theBarbarians not willing th th 
to loſe the Opportunity, charg'd themfance - 
on all ſides. The Romans fought and dramnd Ch 
at the ſame time ʒ And many of then ans, t 
ſwallow'd down their own Blood. whic bs * 
running from their Wounds, mix d it (el ourab 
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with the Water they had provided. 
Notwithſtanding this ſeaſonable Relief 
their Caſe was very deſperate, for ſtill 
there was no hopes of holding out againſt 
the Force and Fury of the Enemy: when 
y another extraordinary Providence no 
eſs ſurprizing than the former, the ſame 
louds which refreſh'd the Romans with 
"Wain, diſcharg'd a ſtorm of Hail, mix'd 
ith Thunder, and Wildfire, in a terrible 
manner upon the Barbarians. And thus 
rhile the firſt quench'd their Thirſt at 
heir Leiſure, the other were burnt, and 
almoſt roaſted by a Fire which was paſt 
heir Skill to Extinguiſh. Some Hiſtori- 
ans report, that when any of this Wild- 
re happen d to light upon the Rowars, 
t did them no diſſervice, whereas on the 
ther hand, the Rain which fell amongſt 
he Barbarians, was like Oyl thrown into 
2 Furnace, and made the Flames rage the 
ercer ; inſomuch that they cried out for 
Vater to cool the ſcalding of the Rain: 
ay tis ſaid many of them wounded them- 
elves, to try if they could put out the Fire 
With their own Blood; And that abun- 
Wance of the reſt came with their Wives 
ind Children, and ſurrendred to the Ro- 


"W's, that they might have the Benefit of 
0 hat miraculous Showr which was ſo fa- 


durable to them. Thoſe who yeilded 


23 were 


vit 
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were treated with great Clemency by the 
Emperour'; But the Soldiers, who wer: 
more enraged at the Affront they had re. 
celv'd than affected with the Danger they 
had eſcap'd, cut all in pieces that duſk 
make any Reſiſtance, routed the reſt, and 
took a great many Priſoners, 

„ 1... The Means and Occaſion of this Del. 
_ "ge verance are variouſly reported. Some fail 
Heliogz that one Armuphis, an Egyptian Magician 

rais d this Storm, at the Emperours In- 
ſtance, by the Strength of his Enchant: 
ments. For who can imaginethat among 
ſuch a Number of Heathers over-grom 
with Folly and Superſtition, there ſhould 
not be a great many very forward to gin 
away the Honour of the Miracle to the 
own Religion? But this Conjecture is cal 
ly confuted by Antoninus in his firſt Bot 
Se. c. * where he tells us, that he was better ln 

; ſtructed than to be led away with the Imju 
ſtures of Wizards, and Figure-flingers, wh 
pretend they can Diſcharge Evil Spirits, ani 
do ſtrange Feats by Virtue of a Charm. 

Capizol, Others who had a great Opinion of tir 
* Emperour's Virtue and Piety, which in 
deed were Extraordinary, imputed thi 
wonderful Reſcue to the Prevalency of hi 
Prayers. To confirm this, tis ſaid wle 
the Day was juſt upon the Point of bein 
loft, the Emperour lifting up his es 
1 . : : a 
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addreſs'd himſelf to Heaven in this man- 
ner: O Lord the Author of Life, I humbly 
„ plore thy Afsftence end lift up thoſe Hands 

to thee which were never ſtain d with Hu- 
N Blood. 

The great Pains the Heathens took to 
carry off the Honour of this Miraculous 
Event, proves thus much at leaſt, that we 
have no reaſon to queſtion the Matter of 
Fat, However, if we wanted this Teſti- 
mony, the Truth of the Hiſtory may be 
proved by other Records of unqueſtiona- 
ble Credit. Not fearing therefore the 
Cenſure of being over-credulous, or ha- 
ving a mind to ſupport the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion by Fable and falſnood: An Artifice 
of which our Holy Faith has no manner 
of need; Being ſatisfied I fay of the Truth, 
[ ſhall produce the Evidence: And here 
[ deſire to know with what fair pretence 
of Reaſon the Fact can be doubted when 
tis vouched by Authors, who lived at the 
ſame time: The Relation is this. The 
Captain of the Guards having acquainted 
the Emperour, that God never denied. 
any thing to the Chriſtians, that he had a 
great Number of that Perſwaſion in the 
Melitene Legion, a Town of Cappadocia, xipbilin 
and that he thought it adviſeable for his 
Majeſty, to try if their Prayers could diſ- 
engage him, fince there was nothing to be 
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expected from any other Quarter; upon 
this the Emperour order'd theſe Chriſti. 
ans to be brought before him, and deſired 
them to pray to their God for him: 
Which being done, their Prayers were 
immediately heard, and by the ſtrange Di. 
ſtinction, and Pointing of the Storm, 'twas 
demonſtrably apparent that they belong 
to the true God, who had the Winds and 
Thunder at command, and had often de- 
liver'd his Servants by ſuch an extraodi- 
nary Interpoſition. 

Antoni nus being too juſt to ſtifle the 
Miracle, wrote to the Senate in favour of 
the Chriſtians, and order'd thoſe ſhould 
be puniſh'd with Death, that inform'd a- 
gainſt them; A very clear Argument that 
he believ'd the late Deliverance was allof 
it owing to their Prayers. Tertullian, and 
{ſeveral other Writers, about the ſame time 
mention this Letter, and argue upon it; 
which they durſt not have done had it 
not been well known, and unqueſtiona- 
bly. Authentick. For a Forgery of this 
kind, would only have ſerv'd to enflame 
the Perſecution, and make their Cauſe ſo 
much the worſe. But the preſerving this 
Record would have been too great a blow 
to the Heathen Religion. This Spirit ot 
Falſhood and Impoſture, was no doubt the 
occaſion that this noble Teſtimony for 
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Wl Chriſtianity was deſtroy d. As to the Let- 
Wer in Juſtix Martyrs Works under this 
Name, tis an apparent Counterfeit z nei- 
was there any true Copy Extant a. great 
while before the time of Exſebizs. 
.M Thoſe Authors are likewiſe miſtaken, y;1. B.. 
; WM who report this Legion of Melitene, was ron. ad 
| call'd the Thundring Legion, upon the ſcore _ 
| WH of the Miracle. For the Thundring Legion 116. 
was rais d by Auguſtws,and had that Name Sig: in 
given it becauſe of the Figure of a Thun- Chron. 
derbolt upon the Soldier's Shields. 

And now the Army * proclaim'd An- Ann. 
nim Emperour, the ſeventh time; this Dom 174. 
Honour he accepted this bout, tho' 'twas 
not his Cuſtom to do ſo, till it had been firſt 
mov'd, and voted by the Senate The 
Empreſs Fauſtina alſo had the Title given 
her, of Mother of the Militia. F + Mater 

The very Night after this remarkable Ciſiro- 
Day, the Emperour drew off from this 
dangerous Ground, and ſeizing a Poſt of 
a: Advantage intrench'd his Men. And here 
nis allowing the Army ſome Days for Re- 
ne freſhment, and having receiv'd certain In- 
ſo telligence of the Motions, and Counte- 
his I nance of the Enemy, he held a Council 
5 I ot War, in which twas reſolv'd to purſue 
of them. This Deſign being executed, he 
he found them encamp'd beyond a River, 
for I and their Camp Fortified and Flank'd with 
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Villages on each ſide. His Troops paſling 
the River in ſpight of the Reſiſtance of 
the Slings and Archers, attack d the Buz- 
barians briskly, who after having ſtood 
the firſt Shock, and loſt their beſt Men, 
gave way and retreated. And here the 
Romans made a herrible Slaughter of them, 
the Field was all ſtrew'd with Carcaſſez 
and the greateſt trouble the Emperour had 
was to check the Heat and Fury of his 
Soldiers, who as weary as they were, 
ſeem'd to Refreſh themſelves by cutting 
the Throats of the Enemy. There was a 
great Number of Priſoners taken, and Ar- 
toninus had ſome of their Kings brought 
in Chains to him, with their Wives and 
Children. ; h 
After this Victory the Emperour 
march'd his Army to the River Gram, 
;,crom * which parts the Quad; from the Jaxy 
the Em- gian Sarmate, the moſt warlike Nation of 
petour all the Barbarians ; Beyond this River 
ff Book, there was another, and the Sarmatæ were 


dates his 
and pro · encamp'd upon the Ground between them. 
— by The Thundrins Legion being order'd to 
ſome part march firſt, made their way over a Bridge 
ee of Boats, and planted their Colours upon 
ry. the Bank of the ſecond River ; and the 
Sarmatians that oppos'd them were almoſt 
all either drown'd, or kill'd : In the mean 
time the whole Army paſs'd, and Arte 
325 uinui 
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ninus after having firſt ſacrificed, mark'd 
out his Camp between the two Rivers, 
and order'd the throwing up Retrench- 
ments. The Barbarians being ſurpriz'd at 
his Succefs,diſpatch'd Ambaſſadors to him, 
but their Propoſals provingtooſkort, Au- 
toninus bid them found a Charge, and 
drew out his Men againſt the Enemy. 
The Thunder Legion again paſs'd the Ri- 
ver firſt in the Emperour's Sight, and at- 
tack'd the Jazygian Cavalry with ſo much 
Bravery, that they forced them to wheel 
off, and Ride fort. Upon this the Ro- 
mans were Maſters of the Field, and Fo- 
rage, and brought off a great many Pri- 
ſoners, and Cattle: And all the Neigh- 
bouring Inhabitants ſent their Submiſſi- 


ons to Antoninus, and beg'd a Peace of 


him. He receiv'd all their Hoſtages, and 


having Intelligence that the great Men of 


the Country, were according to Cuſtom 
met in a ſolitary Place for Conſultation ; 
he order'd his Troops to march, and 
mov*'d with ſo much Speed and Conduct, 
that he ſurpriz'd the Barbarians before 
they had any notice of his Approach. 
They were aſtoniſh'd at ſo unexpeCted a 
Sight, and being more amaz d, than frigh- 
ted, threw themſelves at his Feet. The 
Emperour ſent them off into his Camp. 


and advanc'd with the belt of his Forces 
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to attack their Army, which was encamp'd 
between a Fen cover'd with Reeds on one 
fide, and a Foreſt on the other. The 
fight was obſtinate enough, and the Re. 
mans Blood was ſo heated upon this Oc- 
caſion; that after they had broken the 
Sarmatians, kill'd a great many of them, 
and ſet all the Country on Fire, they went 
Queſting with Flambeaux to pick up the 
Enemy that were hid in Foreſts and 
Marſhes. And here Antoninuss Behaviour 
was ſo remarkably Noble, that tis more 
for his Honour than the Victory it ſelf: 
For he went in Perſon into the Woods, 
and amongſt the Reeds, to preſerve thoſe 
r Wretches, encouraging them to truſt 

is Clemency, and ſurrender themſelves, 
All theſe Advantages were not ſufficient 

to put an end to the War; there was till 
wanting a more compleat Victory for a 
finiſhing ſtroke. But this was a hard mat- 
ter to come at, in regard the Barbarians al- 
ways fought with Reſerves, and would 
never venture their Fortune with their 
whole Force. Antoninus perceiving the 
beſt part of the Seaſon was over, ſpar d 
no pains to bring the Expedition to a 
Point: And therefore without loſing 
time in treating with Ambaſladors, ſent 
to him from all Quarters, more for Amuſe- 
ment, than Submiſſion, he choſe rather » 
| wake 
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make up to the Place whither they had 
withdrawn their beſt Effects, and where 
their main Body lay encamp d. This En- 
terprize was ſo much the more hazardous, 
becauſe the March was long, the Ways 
almoſt Impracticable, his Troops perpe- 
tually harraſs d by the Barbarians, inſo- 
much that they were forced to move ve- 
ry ſlowly, for fear of falling into an Am- 
buſcade, or fighting upon ill Ground for 
want of knowing the Country. But theſe 
Difficulties at laſt were all luckily got over: 
And Antoninus came up to the Place where 
the Sarmati ans lay encamp'd, between the 
er which was frozen over, and a great 
Wood. And having concerted how to 
attack the Enemy in ſuch a Poſt of Ad- 
vantage, he drew up his Army in Battalia, 
the Barbarians did the ſame : And thus 
the Charge being ſounded, the Romans 
threw their Darts, and powr'd in upon 
the Enemy, who receiv'd them with great 
Courage. The Fight was long and ſmart, 
and the Romans being almoſt aſham'd to 
find ſo much Reſiſtance, exerted them- 


the Sarmatian Cavalry ſo hard, that at 
laſt they were forced to give way, and 
retreat to the Iſter : And here making a 
ſtand upon the Ice, the Imperial Infantry 
came immediately up with them. And 

now 


ſelves with unuſual Bravery, and preſsd 
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now the Fight was renew'd with greater 
Fury than before; for the Enemy per- 
ceiving the Romans not uſed to fight up. 
on Ice, and ſcarcely able to keep their 
Feet, concluded they would not abide the 
Shock: Preſuming upon this Advantage 
they immediately rallied, and charg'd then 
on all ſides. Azteninws's Infantry were ſha- 
ken a little at the firſt onſet, and had been 
abſolutely loſt had not the Soldiers reliev d 
themſelves by a new Invention in the uſe 
of their Shields : Theſe they threw upon 
the Ice to ſtand firm with one Foot; And 
having thus recover'd themſelves, they 
made head againſt the Enemy, ſeiz d their 
Bridles, catch'd hold of their Bucklers and 
Lances, and pull'd them ſo cloſe to them, 
that at laſt they were drag'd off their 
Horſes. For theſe Barbarians having but 
ſlight Armour were in no Condition to 
reſiſt the Romans, who were well arm'd 
Cap 4 Pie, In ſhort, of all this vaſt Num- 
ber of Sarmatians, but a ſmall Party 
eſcap'd, by running off into the Foreſt, or 
into ſome Camp they had fortified. The 
Emperour not loſing time in the purſuit 
of thoſe that fled, attack d them in ther 
Retrenchments, and carried his Point not- 
withſtanding a ſtout Reſiſtance of the E- 
nemy, who look d upon theſe Poſts 3s 
their laſt Refuge and Security, and de- 
fended them accordingly. At- 
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After this Victory, Antoninus put his 
Army into Winter-Quarters, and retired 
to Sirminum himſelf; that being the near- * Sirmich 
eſt, and moſt convenient Town for the in Hun- 
Service ofthe War. During his ſtay here, 
he heard the Impeachment of Herodes, Þ+ + This R 
proſecuted by Demoſtratus and Praxagoras raf 
in behalf of the Athenians 5 And likewiſe mous 
the Complaint Herodes preferr'd againſt Rhetori- 
theſe Commiſſioners. They charg'd Herod nf bebe 
with an Inſolent and Tyrannical Manage? Preceptor 
ment in his Poſt, and having had an inti- 7? , 
mate Correſpondence with Verws, they and Virus. 
made broad Signs as if he had been privy 
to the pretended Conſpiracy of that Prince 
to Poyſon Antoninus. On the other Hand, 
Herodes accus'd Demoſtratus and Praxago- 
rat of an Attempt to raiſe the Mob upon 
him. Theſe Enemies of Herod were en- 
courag'd under-hand by the Quintilianc, 
who having the Government of Greece, 
had a great Intereſt, and were glad of any 
occaſion, to revenge an Affront put upon 
them by Herod : For this Orator having 
formerly mention'd the great Honour, and 
Promotion the Emperour had beſtow'd 
upon them, cited a Verſe from the Iliads, 
am made a Jeſt upon their Country by 
Alluſion, they being Originally of Troas, 
This Homer's Jupiter, ſays he, is not to be 
endur'd for loving the Trojans at this * 
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This Jeſt did much more harm to him that 


ſpoke it, than to thoſe twas broke upon. $3 
1, Mturn 
Philoftr. For the Conntenance of the Quintiliam Gers. 


_ vit. Her was by no means unſerviceable to Dems 


Philotr. The Emperour and the Empreſs admit. 


on with 
reſent 
ratus 


ſtratus, and Praxagoras ; for 


ted them ſeveral times into the Preſence, 


0 2 | 0 
heard them upon the Subject of their Com , 
| b DErOUT 
miſhon, and treated them with ſo much bf Hor, 


Piſtinction, that Herod took notice of it 

not in the leaſt doubting, that Artoring 
favour'd the Athenians in Complaiſanceto 
Fauſtina, and at the Inſtance of one of hi 


ure fa] 


lemer 
he Ca 


Daughters, who appear'd for them. Thus n 1 
Herod being diſturb d with Jealouſy, and WW, rem 


extreamly troubled for the loſs of two fine 
Slaves (whom he call'd his Daughters, ) 
juſt kill d with Lightning, being thus ruf. 
fled to a degree of Rage and Impatience, 
away he hurries in the Morning to the 
Emperour, and behaving himſelf with a 
great deal of Paſſion, inſolently tells him; 
Thus I am rewarded for my Trouble with 


Verus, whoze you ſent for Inſtruction to my 
Honſe ! Call you this Juſtice to ſacrifice me 


ind 2 
ols of 
Tho 
ſh'd t 
ling a 
y, fot 
ng Si 
turn | 
bich 


to the Humour of a Woman, and a liitle 5 1 
Girl ? At this the Captain of the Guards Nee 90 
was juſt ſtepping forward, either to take 4 os 
him by the Collar, or cnt his Throat; W...c 
but was prevented by Antoninus, who Br. KI 
without either changing Countenance, ot WW: 


(ſhowing 
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howing the leaſt ſign of Diſſatisfaction, 
turn d to the Athenians and told them, 
Gentlemen, you may open your Cauſe and go 
n with it, notwithſtanding Herod is not at 
reſent in the Humour to bear you. Demo- 
ratus harangu'd, and argued with ſo mueh 
Force, that he drew Tears from the Em- 
perour, who finding the Manumis'd Slaves 
of Herod moſt in fault, let all his Diſplea- * 
ure fall there, tho according to his uſual 4 
lemency, he did not go to the Rigour of A 
he Caſe with them neither : The Father 
the two young Women, that were kill'd 
rith Lightning had his Puniſhment whol- 
y remitted 5 for he was ſufficiently pu- 
ind already, the Emperour ſaid, by the 


Sor his two Daughters. 
b Thoſe who report that Herod was ba- 
* in d to Epirus, ſeem'd to miſtake his re- 


ling a great while at Oricum in that Coun=- 

7, for a Baniſhment; occaſion'd by a 

ng Sickneſs he was ſeiz d with, at his 

turn from Pannonia. For in earneſt · ange- 
hich way can we reconcile. this Exile ry. 
ith Herod's Letter ſome little time after 


* the Emperour, in which he takes the 

py reedom to Expoſtulate, why his Majeſty 

1 d not do him the Honour of his uſual 
? 


orreſpondence by writing? And tells 
m, that be had formerly received thres 
uriers from him in a Day, and deſires to 

f know 
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| queſtion the Continnance of” my indnefs, 10 
Some Male factors, who were uſed more 


 paſs'd the Danube he fought the Ene 
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know mhether that time was never to com 
again? This Opinion is farther confutet 
by Antoninuss Anſwer, in which he call 
Flered his Friend, and after having juf 
mention'd his Winter Quarters, expreſs 
his Grief for the Death of his Empreſ 
and given fome Account of his owni 
Health, he adds, I wiſh with all my Hen 
that this may find you well, that 2 would n 


fancy I have done you any wrong by puni bin 


vourably than they deſerv'd : Pray don't | 
this Mater trouble ” ; and if IF ding ar 
oblig'd you any other way, or given jou 
leaſt Oneaſeneſs ; I would have you demi 
Saticfaction of me in Minerva's Temple 
Athens, at the Initiating Myſteries ; H 
notwithſtanding the Heat of the War, I. 
very defirous of being Initiated there, 4 
would gladly have the Ceremony perform a 
gour felf. A Prince does not uſe to wil 
in this manner to a baniſh'd Subject. 
As ſoon as the Spring came on, Ante 
nus not being willing to give the Barbe 
ans time to raiſe new Forces, took ti 
the Field to prevent them. And hav! 


ſeveral times and routed them; inſomu 
that at laſt deſpairing to make Head 


gainſt a General fo remarkable for C 
q 
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rage, Conduct, and Indefatigable Induſtry. 
They ſerit to beg a Peace, and offer him 
Hoſtages. So that now all his time was 
taken up in giving Audience to Ambaſſa- 
dors, and in receiving a great many Kings 
who came in Perſon todo their Homage. 
The King of the Sarmatians, whom we 
may imagine was no ſmall Prince, re- 
rd him a hunder'd thouſand Romun 
Priſoners, which he had taken, and gave 
him eight thouſand of his Troops, the 
greateſt part of which were ſent away a- 
rainſt the Britains, And here the Em- 
perour adjuſted the Articles to the Tem- 
per of the People he had to deal with; 
and either rais'd or relax'd the Rigour of 
the Terms, according as he found the Peo- 
ple more or leſs inclin'd toa Revolt : And 
now they were all diſpos d to comply with 
what was put upon them, inſomuch that 
the Country of the Marcomanni, Quadi, 
and Sar matiant, had all been made Pro- 
vinces of the Empire, if the News of Ca. 
is Rebellion had not happen'd, who 
was ſo hardy as to afſume the Imperial 
tile, and ſet up for himſelf in Syria at 
the ſame time. This News was a ſurprize 
upon the Emperour, and rais d the Spirits 
of the Barbarians ; who valuing their Li- 
berties much above their Honour, took 
Advattage of the 88 and obliged 
* A June A =. 
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Dio. 


Veolczt. in ther Bodies: His Qualities were govern( 
by his Intereſt, and he was either Good 


allies 


Antoninus to {often the Articles in a great 
Meaſure, and to make a New Treaty, 
much more in their Favour than that the 
had ſworn. And this in all likelyhood i 
the Reaſon, why Antoninus, contrary to 
his Cuſtom, omitted the recital of the Con. 


ver his Deformities, to conceal Vice, an 
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ditions of this Peace, in a Letter which; To 
he wrote to the Senate to acquaint thenWHe al: 
with his Proceedings. ately, 

The Deſign of ſeizing the Empire coullWthe 1 
never have been projected by a Perſo When 
more likely to ſucceed than Caſſius. For in Ger 


to give him his due, he was qualified inWpen'd 
all Points proper for his Purpoſe. Thr 
Victories won by him in Armenia, Arabia 
and Fgypt, had gain'd him the Eſteemant 
Love of the Soldiers. To give ſomepatt 
of his Character; he was very ſtout in hi 
Perſon, and firm to his Reſolution, adm 
rable at Fatiguing, and no leſs a Libertin 
in his Pleaſures when he thought then 
ſeaſonable ; prodigal of his own Fortune 


and wild to make himſelf Maſter of anc 


everit 
rannic 
a terri 
hearin 
bis Te 
dt the 


natur'd, or Severe, Profane, or Religious 
as occaſion'd ſerv d. He had improv'dtit 
Natural Craftineſs of his Temper by Pn 
ctiſe, and Pains: He had an extraordin! 
ry Talent to guild his Character, and c 


Coun 
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tMCounterfeit Virtue : He was the Man that 

reſtor'd the old Diſcipline in the Army, 

in the exacting of which he was ſo ſevere, 

that he call'd himſelf Marius the ſecond, 

and would never be perſwaded to pardon \ 

the leaſt Fault. i 
To give ſome Inſtances of his Rigour : bid. 'l 

He always executed his Soldiers immedi- '| 

ately, who took any thing by force from 9 

the Town where they kept Garriſon. 

When he had the Command of the Army 

in Germany, ſome of his Auxiliaries hap- 

pen d to ſurprize a Detatchment of three 

thouſand Sarmatians, by the Danube, very 

much in Diſorder. Upon this Advantage 

they fell on, and cut them in Pieces: But 

ius inſtead of Rewarding the Captains 

of theſe Companies, had every Man of 

them Crucified; letting them know that 

they had no Liberty to fight without Or- 

ders, For how could they tell but that 

they might have fallen into an Ambuſh, 

and expos d the Arms of the Empire toan 

Affront: Beſides the Authority and Force 

of Diſcipline muſt be loſt this way, * This * vi. 

Severity was look d upon as a moſt Ty- T 

rannical piece of Cruelty, and occaſton'd Lid nl. 

a terrible Mutiny in the Camp. Caſſius c 34. 

hearing a Tumultuous Noiſe, ſteps out of 

bis Tent unarm'd, and coming up to ſome 

at the moſt daring Mutineers, with a me- 

nacing 
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nacing Look, ſpeaks ſternly to them, $yl. he 
diere, fays he, you d beſt murther your Ge. in L 
eral, and add Villany to your Ongovernt. 2 
bleneſs. This bold ſtroak frighten'd the 7 
Soldiers, who are moſt afraid where they il . 
are leaſt fear d, and diſhearten d the Ene ,,..1, 
mies, who concluding that an Army u. yea; 
der ſuch exact Diſcipline, where even . e 
Victory out of Rule was puniſh'd, mut „/ 
needs be invincible, made it their Buſineſ 5 f 
to negotiate a Peace. | 5715 
Volez. in Farther, Caſſius was the firſt who o. chli 
Caio. 3. der d the Hands of Deſerters to be chop! famo, 
off, or their Hams cut, and forbid th: 
Soldiers carrying any other Proviſion bi G. 
Bacon, Biſcuit, and Vinegar. He muſter 0¹ 
his Men every Week, examin'd their Arms, 

and their Cloaths, and öblig d them to 4; 

Ibid. 5. Exerciſed. For twas a ſhame, he ſaid, ſins Arm 
Wraſtlers, and Fencers were always praiſing ler 

in their Faculty, that Soldiers ſhould nd good 

be uſed to Training, who when they are kt) T 

in conſtant Exerciſe find it much more eiii to t. 

than otherwiſe : He would not endure an ligh 

thing of Luxury, or unneceſſary Accom of C 
modation in the Camp : And when an Y 
Soldier was catch'd ina Fault of this kind „ 4 

he would not ſuffer him to go into 2 Fo 

ters all the Winter: This Rigour in Di , 

cipline made Antoninus give him the Con ,, p 


mand of the Legions which Perus La 
7 ditio! 
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dition had Debauch'd in Hria ; upon this 
occaſion the Emperour wrote the follow- 


ing Letter to one of the Governours of his 
Provinces. | 


the Luxuries of Syria and Daphne have 
made good for nothing, and whixh Ceſonius 
Vectilianus found perfetly emaſeulated, and 
almoſt drown'd in the hot Baths. I perſwade 
my ſel f you will like my Fancy, eſpecially fence 
you know Caſſius to be a Commander of great 
StriFneſs, and that he comes up to the Diſ- 
cipline of the old Caſſii. You remember the 
famous Verſe in Ennius, who was no ill Poet. 


Go back for Diſcipline to former times, 
Old Cuſtoms are the Nations main ſupport. 


| Allthat I have to deffre of you is, that the 
Army may not want Proviſions, and if Iun- 
derſtand Caſſius, I dare engage hel give a 
good Account of it. 
The Anſwer wrote by this Governour 
to the Emperour, will give us a farther 
light into the Character and Reputation 
of Caſſius; Tis this. 
Your Majeſty has made an Excellent Choice 
in diſpoſing the Legions of Syria to Caſſius ; 
For tis highly neceſſary that an Army de- 
bauch'd by the Luxuries of Greece, ſbould 
he put under a good ſevere ( eneral, In ear- 


i | , -.4, Volcat. i 
J have given Caſſius #he Legions which Caſt = - 
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zeſt hel quickly pull them out of their hy Ml Partic 
Baths, and perſwade them to fight withou Wl that Þ 
Noſegays, and Eſſences : The Proviſions fu WM ther, 
the Troops are ready : Indeed there's no fer bis pr 
of ſcarcity under a good Commander; For in ¶ upon 
ſuch a Caſe, both the Demands, and the Ex. ¶ berty 
pence, are uſually very moderate. rould 
This Caſſius notwithſtanding the Strid Ml ſii wor 
neſs of his Government was born in Sri, ll eve 
a Country not at all remarkable for Sobri-M vaſt / 
ety of Manners. He was the Son of thai pectai 
Famous Rhetorician, Heliodorus, who hi who 


the Strength of his Elocution was made had 1 
Secretary of State to Adrian, and after ton: 
wards Viceroy of Egypt. | bad 
Now tho Fortune can't change the Ci. But F 
cumſtances of Birth, yet it often puts Men and 
upon Projects in Genealogy. Caſſius was no Birth 
ſooner mounted in his Station, but he be- Heat. 
gan to bethink himſelf of drawing a De-M ring 
cent from that old Caſſius, who was con- my 
cern'd in a Plot againſt Julius Ceſar : Fot but 
in Heraldry the ſame Name oftentimes Defir 
makes two Thirds of a Proof. Having be m 
founded his Pedigree upon this Pretence, I he w 
he endeavour'd to fortify his Claim by 2 cove 
Conformity of Manners. Like old Caſſus, I Opp: 
he always had an Averſion to the very Exp! 
Name of an Emperour ; and yentur'd to wha! 
ſay. That there was nothing more intolerable follo 


to the State than this Title, which had this 
FE IIS $f "= „ 5 Parts 
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Particular unfortunate Circumſtance in it, 
Wl that be who went about, to ſuppreſs it in ano- 
ber, was forc'd to take it upon himſelf. Like 
„bis pretended Aneeſtor he valued himſelf 
+ upon his Inclination to reſtore the old Li- 
berty: And uſed to hint, That if the Gods Ibid. 13. 
WH ould but Countenance « good Canſe, the Caſ- 
ſii would ſet up the Commonwealth as high 
4 ever. This Averſion heighten'd by a 
vaſt Ambition; and brought to an Ex- 
pectation by ſome Knaviſh Fortunetellers, 
who are ſeldom wanting in ſuch Caſes, 
had like to broke out in the Reign of An- 
toninus Pius. Caſſius, tho then very young, 
had form'd a Conſpiracy againſt him: 
But Hel iodorus, a Perſon of great Prudence 
and Authority, ſtifled this Plot in the 
Birth, hoping time would qualify his Son's 
| Heat, and make him Wiſer. Caſſius du- 
ring his Father's Life, kept within Com- 
= and ſeem'd reform'd by his Advice, 
ut this reſtraint, ſerv'd only to provoke 
16M Defire ; which at laſt grew too ſtrong to 
ing be manag d. The Emperour Verus when 
ce, he went into Syria, was the firſt that diſ- 
ya cover'd his Deſign; and being glad of an 
„, Opportunity to deſtroy a Man, whoſe 
er Exploits and Bravery, had made him ſome- 
to what Jealous, he wrote to Antoninus as 
ble follows: I 


li- Calſius, 
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The Life of the Emperour 
Loben. in Caſſins, as I am well inform d, is makin 


his way to the Throne, and going upon th 
Old Deſign diſcover d in my Grandfather you 
Father's Reign. I beg of you his Motion, 
may be obſerv'd ; nothing that we do cu 
pleaſe him, and he is filling his Coffers at 
mighty rate He makes a jeſt of our Indi 
nation for Letters, calls you, ola Philoſiph 
in Petticoats, and me a little Libertin, 
You ſee therefore what you have to do, fn 
my part, I have no Spleen againſt the May: 
But I entreat your Majeſty to take care jn 
fear you and your Children ſhould one day: 
he danger in continuing a Gem. 
ral of his Temper, ſo much belov d, and, 
very abſolute in the Army. 
Antoninus imputing Verus's Suſpicion, 
either to his Jealouſy, or Diſaffection to 
Caſſens, return'd him this Anſwer. 


I read your Letter, and find it too full | 


Diffidence and Appre hen ſion for an Emperonr, 
and not at all ſuitable to the Character 
our Reign, If the Gods have decreed th 
Empire to Caſſius, tis not in our Power i. 
prevent it ; you remember the ſaying of you 
Grandfather Adrian, that no Man could 


Volcat. in kill his Succeſſor; But if his graſping d 
Gallo. 2. e Scepter is diſcountenanced by Heaven 


hel deſtroy himſelf without our Cruelty ;, he 
ſides, "twill look very oddly to try a M. 


without Evidence, and whe, as you obſer" 


Cas bh + © 


. 
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is ſo very much belov d by the Soldiers. I 
may add, that in Caſes of High Treaſon the 
Priſontr is generally thought to be hardly 
uſed, when fairly convicted. I ſuppoſe you 
bart forgot what Adrian »ſed to ſay upon 
this Occaſion. That Princes were the mo 

Unfortunate of all People, for no body will 
believe there's any Truth in a Conſpiracy till 
they ſee it Executed. 'Tis true, this fine 
Sentence belongs to Domitian, but I rather 
chuſe to cite Adrian; becauſe the Sententious 
Sayings of Thrants have not the ſame Weight 
aud Authority, as thoſe which are deliver d 
by a Good Prince. Let Caſſius then take 
bis Humour, for to give him his due, he is 
a great General, brave in his Perſon, and 
one that we can by no means ſpare as Aﬀairs 
ſtand. As to what you inſinuate, that his 


| Death is the only Security for my Children; J 


ſay, if Caſſius ? Merits out-ſhine theirs, let 
them ſmart for t; for if tis more the [ntereſt 
of the Empire that Caſſius ſhould live, thaw 
the Iſue of Antoninus, I ſhall never be 
concern'd about their Death. 

It appear'd by the Event, that Verus 
had made a right Judgment of the Caſe, 
and penetrated the Deſigns of Caſſius bet- 
ter than his Brother Emperour: But 'tis 
common for Honeſty and good Meaning, 
to make too favourable Conſtructions up- 
on other Men. 

| Apto- 
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Volcat. in 


Caſſio. 7. 
Capitol, 
24 


Vo!car. 
Ibid Ca- 
pico}, Dio. 


no likelyhood Fauſtina ſhould” take ſuch 


Antoninus was ſo beloved by the Peo- 
ple, that Caſſius found the working of his 
Project a difficult Buſineſs; And notwith- 
ſtanding his Intereſt in Egypt and Syria he 
could never have made any Progreſs in 
the Matter, had it not been for a Sham. 
Report of Antoninus s Death. Some were 
of Opinion that this News was rais d by 
himſelf, and that Fauſtina percetving the 
Emperour broken by Age, Fatiguing, and 
ill Health, that his Son Commodus was too 
young to ſucceed him, and being afraid 
her Quality of Empreſs would not laſt, 
held a Correſpondence with this Rebel; 
and by a ſtrange piece of Politicks, had 
awaken'd his Ambition, and made him 
the offer of her Perſon, and the Empire, 
which latter ſhe hoped to ſecure for her 
Children by this Contrivance. But-there's 


wrong Meaſures, and indeed the Temper 
of Caſſius is enough in all Conſcience to 
juſtify her. But let this be as it will, tis 
certain he publiſh'd the News of the Em- 
perourꝭ being dead, and that with all the 
Appearance of Grief and Mortification 
imaginable ; adding withall, that the 
Army in Pannonia not believing Comme: 
dus old enough to govern, had proclaim'd 
him Emperour in his ſtead. This Pre- 
tence was ſufficient for Caſſius to {et up 
RR LT IE”. Nm with; 
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- Wl with ; who having given the chief Com- 
; MW mandsin the Army to his Friends, endea- 
- MW your'd to ſecure himſelf againſt. Oppoſiti- 
Jon, and in a little time made himſelf Ma- 
1 Ml ter of all the Country from Syria to Mount 
ur; and at the ſame time he wrote a 
Letter ſomewhat in the form of a Manife- 
fo, to his Son * the Governour of Alex- * or S 
andria; It runs thus. in Law, 


Dyunci a* 


: 
} 
; 
| Nothing can be more unhappy than a Go- . 
0 
i 


vernment which Cheriſhes ſuch an inſatiable | 

ſort of People as we are now peſter d with. | 
„Antoninus ig really 4 very good Max, only 
; WH *e ſtrains too much for the Character of Cle- 
d Wl 1ercy, and ſuffers thoſe Wretches to go on, 
n Wl hoſe Mirbehaviour he is fully convinc'd of; 
WH where's the brave Caſſius, whoſe Name we 
r Wl Have the Honour to carry, tho without much 
's WW Sierrfieancy at preſent £ Where's Cato the 
h Cerſor 2 What's become f the Diſcipline of 
rar Jnceſtors 2 Alaſs ! It expired with thoſe 
o fl treat Men, and nom we have ſcarcely the 
is WM Manhood left ſo much as to think on t. An- 
- Wl toninus ic perfectly ſubdued by Philoſophy : 
e He ſperds his time in reading upon the Ele- 
nente, diſſecting the Soul, and making fine 
e Diſcourſes upon Decency and Juſtice, but as 
Vr the Government, that's the leaſt of his 
d |» ſineſcr. In ſhort, you ſee there's nothing 
unt Steel, and extream Remedics can relieve 
p, and ſet the Commonwealth upon the old 
$ Foot 
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ply their Debanohery. I ſuppoſe you hay 


Foot. What ! do you think Ile endure ſu 
GRovernours of Provinces as theſe are C If] 
may call ſuch Fellows Governours and Pr. 
conſuls, who fancy Antoninus, aud t he &. 
nate give them the Command of a wh, 


Cauntry, only to fill their Pockets, and ſu 


heard that our Virtnoſo's Captain of th 
Guards was but a mere Beggar juſt before hi 
Preferment; and now all of a ſuddain hi 
Fortune is ſwell d to a vaſt bulk : And whit 
way can his Coffers grow thus faſt, unleſs h 
preying either upon the Publick Revennes, ut 
Private Property? Well! Tin not ſorry fo 
their Thriving ;, let theſe Spunges ſuck a 
plentifully as they pleaſe, I hope to ſquer| 
them into the Exchequer ſhortly. Let bit © fre 
the Gods vouchſaſe to Countenance a gol Ml © 2 « 
Cauſe, and the Caſſii will not fail to ſetyM in 
the Commonwealth as high as ever. m 
Martius Verus, Lieutenant General, who © th 

as I obſerv'd, had a great ſhare under Caſſu * tu 
in the Action, and Succeſſes in Armenia, ha- ¶ © be 
ving now the Government of Cappadoci, WM © ta 
diſpatch'd away Couriers to Antoninus, to © le 
inform him of the Revolt. The Empe-Ml © A 
rour being afraid leſt Caſſius ſhould by il © c: 

ſome Means or other, ſeize upon Commo- © I 

dus, or get him Murther'd, wrote private- © 


ly to Rome for the young Prince to ben 


convey'd to him, and cadeavour'd to 1 2 
ü cea 


OO" 3 1 * 


„ 
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2 


cal the News from his Army: But as 
ſoon as he underſtood ĩt was divulg d, that 
the Camp had taken the Alarm, and the 
Soldiers had Meetings about it: He order d 
them to be drawn up before his Tent, and 
made a Speech to them as follows. 

« Fellow Soldiers, My Buſineſs with you 
« is neither to ſhow my Diſſatisfaction, 


« nor make any Complaint : For why | 


«* ſhould we be diſpleas d at the uncon- 


© troulable Power of Providence: Tis 


true, to complain when one's ill uſed as 
„Jam, is natural enough. In earneſt, is 
* it not a hard Fate to be perpetually em- 
barraſsd, and embroil'd, to ſtand always 
« with ones Sword drawn, and be toſs d 
* from one Tempeſt to another? Is it not 


| © a deplorable Buſineſs to be thus drag d 
into a Civil War ? But is it not ſtill a 


more lamentable Conſideration, that 
there's no ſuch thing as Fidelity in Na- 
* ture;and that one of thoſe Men whom I 
* believ'd moſt firm to my Intereſt, ſhould 
* take the Field againſt me without the 
* leaſt Injury, or Provocation imaginable? 
At this rate what have we truſt to?Where 
* can Innocence and Honeſty be ſecure ? 
If I am thus ſerv'd, where is true Friend- 
* ſhip, and Sincerity to be met with? Has 
not Good Faith taken its leave; and 


* what can we expect from Mankind after 
this? 
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<« thisIt the danger pointed at none but my 
« Perſon,I would give my ſelf little trouble 
« about it, (for I don't pretend to be immor: 
<« tal) but now ſince the Revolt is general, 
ce the ſtorm bears down upon us all. I hear. 
« tily wiſh Caſſius would come hither, and 
< refer his Pretentions, and make you, or 
ce the Senate Judge of them: For if after 
< ſacha Debate twas thought Serviceable 
to the Publick, I ſhould willingly tefign 
ce to him without ſtriking a ſtroak. Ii 
* only for the ſake of the State that] 
e have thus long harraſs'd and venturd 
e my Perſon : Tis only upon this Ac- 
count that I have as it were baniſh'd my 
<« ſelf my Native Country, and denied an 
old and infirm Body the Conveniencies 
* of Italy, and that I can very ſeldom en- 
« joy one eaſy Minute, either to Eat or 
« Sleep in. But Caſſius will never conſent 
to this Propoſal. For how can he truſt 
« himſelf with me, after his barbarous 
«* Uſage, and Breach of Faith? As for 
you Gentlemen, you have great reaſon 
<* to keep up your Spirits, for the Czl:cians, 
ce Syrians, Egyptians, and Jews, were never 
et your Equals in Bravery, nor ever 
will be, tho they exceeded your Num- 
bers as much as now they fall ſhort of 
< them. Nay even Caſſis himſelf, as good 


« a Genera! as he is, and after all the 17 
cc X. 
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Exploits he has done, is a meer Cypher 
* a5 things ſtand. For what can an Ea- 
* ole ſignify that has nothing but a Flock 
of Pigeons to Muſter, or a Lion that 
heads no other Forces but Fallow-Dear 2? 
* Beſides, tis you, not Caſſius, that beat 
the Parthians, and Arabians; and grant- 
ing he has gain'd a great deal of Ho- 
nour in this War, have you not Mar- 
tins Verus on your ſide, not at all his 
Inferiour; and who has contributed as 


noch as the other to all our Succeſſes 
din the Field? But it may be Cain 
bearing me alive, has now repented his 
77 Wl Attempt ; for 'twas only the Report of 
an my Death which has made him thus 


ics Enterprizing. And ſuppoſin he ſhould 
n- be obſtinate at preſent, when he has 
or MWonce notice of our March againſt him ; 
nt {MW heel ſcarce ever ever have the Reſolu- 
uſt tion to Face us. Hee'l be confounded 
ous WW between your Force, and my Preſence, 
and Shame and Fear together will make 
him drop his Sword. Fellow Soldiers; 
the only thing I'm afraid of 1s, that 
(aue not having the Confidence to 
ook me in the Face ſhonld make him- 
ſelf away, or that ſome other Body, un- 
derſtanding Pm going to fight him; 
lnould do me this ill Office, and fo de- 
reat Hprive me of the moſt glorious Advan- 
Ex- g tage 
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„ tage of my Victory. And what Ad. 
vantage is this? Tis to Pardon an Ene. 
my; tis to be True to a falſe Man, andMetter 
* to continue his Friend that has broker 
« all the Laws of Friendſhip. This 
< likely looks very Impracticable to you 
* but for all that J would not have yo 
<« disbelieve it. For Goodneſs and Gene 
<« roſity have not ſo utterly forſaken ti v 120 
« Earth, as not to leave us ſome Remain 
* of the Antient Virtue. But if this mu 


« be counted Incredible, I have till th Fan 
<« greater defire to it; To convince 5 I 
« by Matter of Fact, of what you il 


* thought impoſſible. And by this mean 

** I ſhould gain the Satisfaction at leaſte 

* ſhowingThe World that the greateſt Pn 

e vocations may be overlook'd, and thi 

tis poſſible to turn even a Civil War 

c ſelf to ſome handſom Account. 

Dio. Ca- This Speech was ſent in a Letter tot 
pitol: 24: Senate, where Caſſius was attainted of Hig 
Caſio. 9, Treaſon, and his Eſtate forfeited to tierour 
City Chamber, for the Emperour would nr, a 

have it brought into his Exchequer. In ti 

mean time Commodus came to the Arm 

and had the Tribunitian Authority gral 

ted him by Antoninus And now hav! 
provided every thing ready for the mat 

ing his Troops, the Emperour went il 

Italy to take the Empreſs, and wi 

2zlor 


Maxcus ANroNiNus. * 


hildren along with him. And being 
ome as far as Mount Alba he wrote this 
etter to the Empreſs. 


ent ne of Caſlius's Deſs n to uſurp the Em- * 
ire, 1 ſuppoſe you may ; 7h heard what fine 
lings the Fortune- tellers have promis d him. 
prey come forthwith to Mount Alba, and 
ur nothing ; For here I wait for you, and 
oe by the God's Aſſiſtance, to diſcourſe with 
n farther about our Affairs. 
Tauſtina wrote him this Anſwer. 
l intend, according to your Orders to be 
t Mount Alba to Morrow ; in the mean 
ine J beg of you, if you have any Love for 
ur Children, to make an Example of all 
eſe Traitors For theſe Rebellions are an 
Preſident to the Officers, and Soldiers, 
Sho will infallibly do your Buſineſs, unleſs 
n prevent them. i 
Fauſtina being hindred by ſome Acci- 
ent from going to Mount Alba, the Em- 
erour wrote ko her to come to Formia- 
um, and embark with him there, but be 
g detain'd at Rome by their Eldeſt 
paughters falling Sick, ſhe ſent him this 
etter. | 
When Celſus's Rebellion was on Foot, wy 
mpreſs-Mother Fauſtina, deſired our Fa- 
er Antoninus, to be kind in the firſt place 
his own Blood, and Family, and then if 
98 2 * 


verus was in the right in the Advice he Volcu. in 
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be had any Mercy to ſpare, to let Stranger: Caf] 
the better for't : For indeed an Empern 
can't be ſaid to be good Natur d, unleſs 
takes care of his Wife and Children. I ne 
not tell you of the Diſadvantage of your & 
Commodus his Minority, nor that jour Sy 


afſag 
oreſe 


Lam Pompeianus, is both in Tears, a rod 
Foreigner. Take care then how you ne lef 
£=ciochi- nage your ſelf with Caſſius and his Aim, 
en. rents, Neer ſpare thoſe Rebels, who jouſi ton. 


don't ſpare you : neither would they have u 
greater Tenderneſs for me and my Child 


the 


if they ſhould carry their Point. I intend Wim | 

follow you immediately; Fadillas falling Wnly 1 

has hindred me in my Journey to Foril a 
anum, but if I can t reach you there, I Cal 

Voleit. in e do it at Capua; the Air of that Jom ie co 
9 expect will ſet me and my Children up aganWiance 
1 defire you would ſend me your Phyſciſfecoy 
Soteridas to Formianum; for really | haWome | 

no Faith in Soſitheus; In my Opinion, he lead 

but a ſorry Doctor, to preſcribe to a CH%ν ' 

+ Puelle Þ Calphurnius has deliver d me all your LifWoſe h 
Virgini. ters with the Seales whole; if my Journeys | 
delayd II write you an Anſwer, and ſend from 

by our Truſty Servant Cæcilius, who ſuqfonci 

in form you by Word of Mouth what CaflwWy t. 

Wife and Children, and Son in Law tal: erouę 

you, and which I don't think convenient Ws ap 
commit to Paper. er w. 

he N 


Calſ 
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Caſſins, who was a Man of too much 

enſe not to know there was no fleep- 

ng over Treaſoz, puſh'd his Point, and 
ndeavour d to gain Greece to open his 
aſſage the better into Italy. And here 
oreſeeing the Intereſt and Elocution of 

rod would be ſerviceable to his Purpoſe, 

e left no Stone unturn'd to prevail with 

im, and to refreſh his old Diſguſt againſt 
ntoninus. But Herod without liſtening 

the leaſt to his Propoſals, or ſo much 

5 reading his Letters all over, return'd 

im this ſhort Anſwer, and indeed the 

nly right one for a Rebek 

Caſſius, thou art ont of thy Wits. * Malen. 
Caſſius was no luckier in other Places ; Philotir, 


nl Vit. 


e could not ſo much as ſhake the Alle- Ho 


agaFWiance of any Conſiderable Town, nor 
ſcigecoy any Body to his Party, excepting 


ome beggerly Libertines, who were over 
cad and Ears in Debt, and Debauche- 


o . 
Ci. This ill Succeſs began to make him Pio. val 
r Loſe his Credit amorſt the Soldiers ; and Cage. . 


Js after three Months, and ſix Days 
end from his firſt Revolt, this Viſionary Reign 
o ſFoncluded, and the Uſurper was kill'd 
fy two of his Officers. His Head was 


brought to the Emperour at Formianuz, 
a5 appears by his Anſwer to Fauſtina's Let- 
er which ſhe wrote after ſhe had receiv'd 
he News of Ca{ſizs's Death. 
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Volcat.in Jie impoſſible my dear Fauſtina, for a 
„„ 752 Tenderneſs and eg! 
than you have done upon this Occaſion, fy 
me and the Children. I have read your Ty: 
ter at Formianum over and over, in whit 
you adviſe me to puniſh the Caſſian Rebel; 
But for my part I am reſolv'd to pardon Ca 
ſius's Wife and Children, and Son in Lin 
And am nom going to write to the Senate: 
perſwade them to moderate their Rigour, aul 
wot make too many Traytors, for there's u 
thing that recommends a Roman Empern 
Jo much as his Clemency. "Twas this Qual 
ty which made Julius Cæſar greater than bj 
Vifories, and gave him and Auguſtus the 
* Made Apot heoſic ; and proeur'd our Father, f ib 
_ Honourable ſurname of PIUS : || could ili 
+ Antoni- War have been ended as I would have hadi 
— even Caſſius ſhould not have loſt his Liſ 
cifat © Neer diſturb your ſelf, For, the Gods whi 
love my Clemency will be ſure to protet 
ho = me. [ have nominated our Son in Ln 


cites a Pompeianus, Conſul br the enſuing Tear. 


ſius. 

thoſe 
by th 
urt k 
hey 1 
or the 
fays . 
Mi fo 
ourag 
bimſel 
there! 
cord, 

Traja 
away. 
the gr 
Contr! 
on. 

woul 
F Emp; 
many 
his L 


— This Clemency was admired by ſomꝗ to 
Hora... and cenſured by others: One of this lat anus 
Capitol. ter ſort took the Liberty to ask Antoniniſ lion 
—4 _ what he thought Caſſius would have dont ſerv'c 
Caſſio. p. if he had gotten the Victory. The EH. 


perour replied, We have not ſerv'd the Godlf bim 

ſo negligently, nor lived ſoill, as to have fu 4ebt 

any manner of fear of being conquer d by J 0b] C 
_- 15 


— 
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fus. Then he went on and inſtanc'd in 
thoſe Princes who were either defeated 
by the Rebels in the Field, or privately 
MWanurther'd by their Subjects, ſhewing that 
hey miſcarried either by their Cruelty, 
or their ill Conduct, Nero and Caligula, 
ſays he, may thank themſelves for their 
Misfortune, Otho and Vitellius, wanted 
aurage to govern, and Galba perfectly loſt 
himſelf by his Avarice : He added, that 
there was hardly one Good Prince upon Re- 
cord, who was thus ſerv'd; That Auguftus, 
Trajan, Adrian, and Antoninus Pius, had 
always the upper hand of Rebels and Traitore, 
the greateſt part of which were executed either 
contrary to their Orders, or before they knew 
ot, Twere very well, if this Maxim 
would hold, but alaſs! Since this good 
RA Emperour's time it has fail'd in a great 
many Caſes: I ſhall now give the Reader 
his Letter to the Senate upon this Occaſion, 


Tr. My Lords, 

mel Tor have voted my Son in Law Pompei- Volcat in 
; lat anus Conſul, as 4 Teſtimony of your Satisfa- 9 
ini Lion for my Succeſs : Indeed his Tears de- 

don er d this Honour long ſince, had not Per- 
EmW/ons of extraordinary Merit appear 4 againſt 

God him ; And where the State was ſo much in- 

debted, *twas but reaſonable to diſcharge the 
Obligation. As to Caſtius's Revolt, I in- 


8 4 Feat 
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treat and conjure you to wave the uſual Se. 


verity in ſuch Caſes, and not to let me, o- 
rather your ſelves, ſuffer in the Character if 
Clemency, by condemning any Perſon to Death, 
Let none of the Senate be puniſh'd, Let u 
Noble Blood be drawn + Recal the Baniſhid, 
and let thoſe under Forfeiture enjoy thei 
Eſtates : And I heartily wiſh tmas alſo in 
my Power to bring the dead to Life again 
and fetch them out of their Graves] For | 
don't love an Emperour ſhould take Reven; 
for himfelf : This Method tho never ſo de- 
ſenſible is generally interpreted as over Ri- 
gorouc. For theſe Reaſons I conclude ym 
will be willing that Caſhus's Wife, Children 
and Son in Law ſhall have their Pardon, 
Their Pardon ! Why ſhould I fay that, fence 
they have done nothing to need it! Let then 
live then undiſturb d, and be ſenſible they 
live under the Reign of Marcus Antoninus. 
Let their Eſtate, their Mony, and their Fu 
niture be reſtor d'; Let them be rich, and 
eaſy, and go where they pleaſe, and wherever 
they Move let them carry the Marks of your 


Clemency, and mine about them. 


My Lords, "Tis no great Inſtance of Gooa- 


reſs to pardon the Wives and Children ef 


thoje Aattainted, I deſire you world ao ſome- 
thing more for my ſake than this comes to; 


protect ] beſeech you thoſe Senators and Gen- 
| Hemwen concern d in the Plot, from Executi- 


CF; 


Happin 
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ms and Forfeiture, * Fear and Infamy, 
id from all ſorts of Injury, and Diſadvan- 

tage whatſoever ;, and let it be the peculiar 
Happineſs of my Adminiſtration, that no Re- 

bel who loſt his Life in Skirmiſh, or Tumult, 

may be thought ill dealt with. 

The reading of this Letter was receiy'd Capitol. 
with great Acclamations, and all the figns ho 
of Acknowledgment and Reſpect imagina- 
ble. In the mean time the Emperour or- 
der'd Caſſzns's Head to be buried, and ge- 
nerouſly ſhew'd himſelf troubled for his 
Death; and then continued his March to 
put an end to the Rebellion; and brin 
the Eaſtern Army to their Duty. He be- 
gan with Egypt, and pardon d all thoſe 
Towns which revolted to Caſſius; And 
when he came to Alexandria, a very diſ- 
affected Place, he left one of his Daughters 

there, as a Security, that he was Friends 
with them. 

Being arriv'd at Peluſium he ſaw the Capitol. 
Solemnities of Serapis perform'd there ; 23 
which being frequented by vaſt Numbers 
from all Parts of Egypt, occaſion d a great 
deal of Debauchery and Extravagance: 
Therefore, without minding how the Peo- 
ple would take it, who are generally Diſ- 
concerted at any Change in Religion; 
ne put down theſe Holy Days, and or- 
der'd that the Sacrifices to this Idol ſhould 
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Capitol. 
26 x 


Dio. 


be offer d by the Prieſts in Private, without 
any Concourſe of the Multitude. And al 
the way of his Progreſs he viſited the Tem. 
ples, Schools, and ſuch frequented Places, 
inftru&ing the People in a familiar conde- 
ſcenfive manner: And explaining ſome cf 
the grand Difficulties in Philoſophy, in- 
ſomuch that wherever he came, he waz 
extreamly admir'd for his Senſe and Capz- 
city. 

The firſt thing he did in Syria was to 
burn all the Letters found in Caſſins's Ca- 
binet, that he might not be forc'd almoſt 
to hate any Perſon whether he would or 


no. Some are of Opinion that Martins 


Verus, whom the Emperour detatched -for 
Syria, and for his Loyalty, gave him the 
Government of that Province, ſome ſay 
this Martius Verus,burnt the Letters before, 
of his own Head, declaring that the Em- 
perour would like it: But if he ſhould be 
ſo unhappy as to Difpleafe his Majeſty, 
he ſhould ſuffer Death very willingly to 
fave the Lives of ſo many People: Such 
an Inſtance of Goodneſs and Generoſity 
is rarely to be met with in a Heathen, or 
it may be in a Courtier either. 

Towards the end of this Year Antoni 
aus was proclaim'd Emperour the eighth 
cime, as appears by the Medals where the 
fn{cription Imp. VIII. is join'd * 

t hne 
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the XIX Year of his Tribunitian Aut ho- 
rity. 


— 


Fauſtina died in this Progreſs at the Capitol. 


Foot of Mount Taurus, Antoninus was ve- 26. Dio. 


ry ſenſibly Afflicted at her Death; And 
the Senate imagining the Empreſs might 
have ſowr'd his Temper againſt thoſe con- 
cern'd in the Revolt, and that the beſt 
way to condole with him was to ſacrifice 
ſome of his Enemies, thus they fell into 
a new Fit of Puniſhing, out of Flattery, 
and over Complaiſance; Vices which of- 
tentimes creep into thoſe Great Bodies no 
leſs than into the Breaſts of Private Peo- 


ple. But the Emperour being inform'd pio. 


how the Senate ſtood affected, ſent them 
2 Second Letter, to let them know that 
their Severity would only make his Trou- 
ble for the Loſs of the Empreſs the great- 
er, defir'd that no Body might be put to 
Death, and concluded with theſe Words, 
If I can't prevail with you to ſpare the Lives 


of the Revolters, yon! force me to wiſh I 


were dead my ſelf. 


But to prevent ſuch Rebellions as this pic. 


from coming over again, he made a Law 
that for the future the Government of a 


Province ſhould be given to no Man that 
was born in it. 


As concerning Caſſius's Children none of voleat in 


them loſt their Lives but the Eldeſt Me- Caſſio 3. 


Gans, 


3 
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Depot- 
tatus. Ca- 
pitol. 26. 
Volcat. 9. 


Dio. 


n 


cianus, who being Governour of Alexan- 
dria, was kill'd there by ſome of his own 
Party, the ſame Day that his Father was 
diſpatch'd in Syria. Heliodorus another of 
his Sons was Tranſported * and forfeited 
his Quality and Eſtate : The reſt were 
only baniſh'd at large, and had their For- 
tune allow'd them. His Daughter Alex- 
andra, and her Husband Drunci anus, had 
the Liberty, either to live at Rome, or 
go whither they pleas d. Antoninus took 
care to ſecure them in the Privileges of 
their Condition, and had ſuch a Regard 
for them upon all occaſions; that once 
when they had a Cauſe of great Concern 
tried before the Senate, he forbad the o- 
ther fide to reproach them with the Miſ- 
fortunes of their Family, and fined ſeve- 
ral who had given themſelves too much 
Liberty in this Point. 

In the mean time the Senate, who per- 


ceivd they could not make their Court to 


their Prince by their Rigour, endeavour d 
to do it by inventing ſome new Honours 
to the Memory of Fauſtina. It ſeems the 
building her a Temple was not enough tor 
them. They erc&ed her a Golden Statue, 
and paſsd an Order that every time the 
Emperour went to the Play-Houſe, this 
Figure ſhould be placed in the Empreſſes 
Hax, and that the Ladies of the firſt 3 

| ould 
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ſhould be ſeated round it. But th® re- 
find ſtill farther upon the Old Model of 
Flattery, and voted Antoninus and Fanſti- 
na two Silver Statues, placed them in Ve- 
nuss Temple, and ſet up an Altar for them, 
upon which all the young Women, and 
their. Bridegrooms were order'd to ſacri- 
fice on their Wedding Day, 

Antoninus gave the Senate thanks for Capitol. 
their Reſpe& to him and the Empreſs, **: 
and being reſolv'd to do ſomething for 
her himſelf, he found a Society of ſingle 
Women, whom he call'd Fanſtinians, and 
maintain'd them at his own Charge, and 
built a Temple for his Empreſs at the Vil- 
lage where ſhe died : This Temple was 
afterwards provided with a ſuitable Dei- 
ty, it being conſecrated to Heliogabalus, 
one of the greateſt Monſters in Lewdneſs 
that was ever heard of. 

After Antoninus had thus ſettled the 
Eaſt, he made his way towards Rome. In 
his return he ſtaid ſome time at Smyrna, 
and as every Body almoſt were crowding 
to pay their Duty, or get a ſight of him, 
He remembred one Evening he had not 
leen Ariſtides, and was afraid that Orator bY 
might take it for a Neglect: For twas one 1 
of the Emperour's Chief Maxims to pay a . 
diſtinguiſning Regard to Men of Probity 
and Character, and to treat avery Body 

ac- [3 
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cx The Life of the Emperour 
accupling to their Merit. He acquainted MW mu, 
his Sourtiers with his being uneaſy about Ml your N 
this Matter, particularly the Rurntilians, Emper 
who had the Government of Greecs : They Ml Dou M 
Philoſtrat, affur'd him, Ariſtides had not been there, ¶ made 
n ar for if he had, they would have diſengaged. , an 
him from the Crowd, and preſented him Ml the O 
to his Majeſty: And the next Day they Fro 
were as good as their Word, and brought Athen. 
him. As ſoon as Antoninus ſaw him, he I Initiat 
ask d him, How comes it to paſs Ariſtides that the n 
you make your Viſit ſo late? Sir, ſays Ari. Heath 


ſtides, I was buſy about a Point, and you know Muſte 
as well as any Perſon living, that when . 
Man is warm in his Study, he can't endur: 
to be interrupted. The Emperour being 
extreamly pleas'd to ſee Nature thus open 
and undiſguis'd, asks him, and when may 
we hear a Diſcourſe from you then? Ariſtides 
with the ſame Aſſurance, replies, I you 
| pleaſe to give me a Subjeòt to day, you ſhal 
hear to Morrow what I can ſay on t; for I an 
none of thoſe Extemporary People that ven- 
ture to let fly what comes 2 at their 
Tongues end, no, I love to work up my Things 
ſtrong; but then Sir, ſays he, I beg leave 
that all my Friends may make part of the 
Audience; with all my Heart ſays the Em- 
perour : But Sir, replies Ariſtides, I have 
another Condition to throw in, tis that my 
Friends may be allowd to Clap, and male 
at 
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4 much a Noiſe in my Commendation as i 
jour Majeſty was not there. That, ſays the 
Emperour with a ſmile, ſhall be perfecłly at 
jour Management. The next Day Ariſtzdes 
made a Panegyrical Harangue upon Smyr- Ariſtid. 
u, and came off with great Reputation; Tom. 1. 
the Oration is Extant among his Works, Ott '5- 
From Smyrna the Emperour travel d to 
Athens, where he had his Wiſh of being 
Initiated in the grand Myſteries of Ceres, 
the moſt ſacred and ſolemn part of the 
Heathen Religion: Nothing could paſs Capitol. 
Muſter here but great Innocence of Life, 27- 
and a Reputation without the leaſt Ble- 
miſh in't. Thoſe who were admitted were 
firſt examin'd in their Moral Qualificati- 
ons ; by a Prieſt appointed for that Pur- 
poſe. 0 
He was very kind to the Athenians, and Dio. Phi 
did their Town abundance of Honour; he 4 
left them Profeſſors in all Sciences with ani. 
great Salaries to ſupport them; made 
them Noble Preſents, and gave them a 
great deal of Privilege and Franchiſe. In 
his Voyage home he met with a terrible 
Storm, which had like to caſt him away. 
Upon his arrival at Brindiſi, he put off Capitol: 
his Soldiers Habit, and made his Troops ?7: 
dothe ſame, who during his whole Reign 
were never ſuffer'd to wear Buff in Ital. 
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He was receiv'd at Rome with all the 


* Dio. an. Demonſtrations of Joy imaginable. * And 
Dom. 176. here at his firſt coming having been eight 


Years abſent he gave all the People eight 


+ The Ro- pieces of Gold Þ a Man, forgave them al 
—_— the Mony they ow'd either to the Cy 
time was Chamber, or his own Exchequer, from fix 


worth a- ty Years upward, burnt all the Bonds and 


bout ten- 
Shillings 


Evidences of the Debt in the great Square 


Sterling · Or Forum, ga ve his Son Commodus his Mani 


The 


Princeps 


Habit, dub'd him Prince of the Youth, | 


Juvencutis made him his Partner in the Empire, tri 
comman- umph'd with him and named him Corſul 


ded the 
Boys of a 
Quilicyio ſulſhip 
the Lada 
Troje, and 


for the next Year, and to honour his Con- 
the more, follow'd his Triamphal 
Chariot in the Circus on Foot. After this, 


was gene · he retired to his Philoſophy for ſome time 


rally the 


Empe- 


at Lavininm ; This Study he uſed to call 


rours Son, his Mother, and the Court his Step-mother, 


Or near 
Relation, 
and by 


And this ſaying of Plato was frequent) | 


mention'd by him, that the way to have 4 


this Tile Nation happy, was either to make their Phi- 


deſigu'd 


to ſucceed 


loſophers Kings, or their Kings Philoſophers. 


him. Phi. Notwithſtanding being well ſatisfied that 


loltr. in 
Ariſtid. 
Dio. Art- 


fid. Tom. that in Prudence it may not be amiſs to 
” gratify them with ſuch Amuſements, both 
to refreſh their Spirits, and keep them from 
racking their Brains with Seditious Pro- 
jects, for theſe Reaſons he — 

them 


Orat. 2 
21. 


a Conquering People in the time of Peace 
are apt to be fond of Publicꝶ Shews, and 
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them with very Magnificent Spec acles, 
tho he had no manner of Reliſh for the 
Diverſion himſelf. 

While Rome enjoy d the Advantage of 
peace, and the Satisfaction of having the 
Emperour at home, Smyrna was miſera- 
bly handled by Fire and Earthquake, the 
greateſt part of the Inhabitants being bu- 
ried under the Ryzns. Ariſtides wrote ſo 
moving a Letter upon the Subject of this 
Misfortune tothe Emperour, that he could 
not forbear weeping as heread it; In 
ſhort, it made ſuch an Impreſſion upon 
him that he iſſued out Commiſſions im- 
mediately for the raiſing a ſufficient Fund 
for Rebuilding the City, ordering a No- 
bleman to take care of the Buſineſs; In- 
ſomuch that the Accident was in a man- 
ner retriev'd, and the Town had no Rea- 
ſon to regret the Loſs of her former Mag- 
nifcence. The Townſmen being full of 
Acknowledgement for Ariſtzdes, erected 
him a Statue of Braſs in the middle of the 
Market place: An extraordinary thing this, 
and of it ſelf enough to ſhew the Happineſs 
of the Times, when the Honour chiefly 
due to the Prince's Liberality, was all of 
it given away to the Orator's Rhetorick. 
Antoninus took this Opportunity to re- 
ward the Citizens of Smyrna for their Loy- 
alty, and the Service they had done 1 5 
h or 
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C:pito!, 


Dio. 


For at the breaking out of the Part bia 
War, when Atidius Cornel ianus, who com- 
manded in Syria was wounded and force 
to retreat, the Army being quite routed, 
and the Baggage loſt Smyrna receiv 
the Soldiers with all the Humanity imagj. 
nable, buried Cornel ianus who died of hi 
Wounds ; and all the People ſtriving x 
it were who ſhould treat the Soldiers beſt 
gave them Cloaths, Arms, and Mony, 2 
Venn ſium had done to thoſe who eſcapd 
from the Battle of Cannæ. 
ſiſtance which the Emperour gave upon 
this Occaſion to Smzrna, he had already 
beſtow'd in Italy, and upon other Town 
elſewhere, which fell under the ſame Fats, 
as Carthage, Epheſus, and Nicomedia. 
The Emperours Expence in furniſhing 
out Shews, the Largeſſes he beſtow'd upon 
the People, the vaſt Sums he was out i 
Rebuilding Towns ruined by Fire, ant 
Farthquakes, and the Cuſtoms and Imp 
tions which he forgave the Subject when 
his Neceſlities were moſt preſſing, at 
Arguments ſufficient to confute any Obj 
ction againſt his Liberality. 
he was a good Husband, and like his Fe 
ther Antoninus Pins, manag'd his Reve 
nues with Frugality enough; But whet 
the Eaſe of the People, or the Honour o 
the Empire requir'd it, he open d his 
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even to Prodigality : Being convinc'd 
that theſe are the only proper Occaſions 
for a Prince to be free of his Exchequer ; 
and that Avarice in ſuch Caſes is a vers 
dangerous Quality. Nay, he uſed to ſay 
that when the People ſaw the Prince Li- 
beral to the Public, and thrifty in his 
Private Expence, they paid their Taxes capie. 
more willingly, looking upon his Wealth s. Dio. 
nina manner as their own, and as a ſort of 
Fund, for the general Happineſs. The 
little Juſtice done to Antoninus upon this 
Head, is not at all ſurprizing: The Boun- 
ties of Princes which have leaſt Diſcreti- 
on are commonly moſt taking with the 
People; whereas Prudence and Reaſon 
goes for Covetouſneſs with them: For 
they never diſtinguiſh between giving and 
{quandring, and make their own craving 
Temper the Standard of Liberality : But 
after all, tis certain Rome never had a 
Prince more beneficent than Antoninus, 
who was alſo the firſt that built a Tem- 
ple, to the Goddeſs preſiding over Good ibid. 
Turns, and which it may be was at that 
time of Day, the only Virtue unworſhip'd 
by the Rozzans. Indeed Antoninus was 
the fitteſt Perſon living to introducethis 
new Devotion, conſidering he underſtood 
the Book-part of Obliging ſo well, and 
was fo remarkable in the Practiſe of it. 
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Towards the end of this Year we under. 
ſtand by the Medals, that he was pro- 


& claim'd Emperour the ninth time; it be. 


ing 


likewiſe the one and thirtieth Year of 


his Tribunician Authority. 


Fabia above- mention d, who had been 


Veruss Wench, tho' ſhe was his Siſter, and 
whoſe Ambition was little leſs than he 


Impudence ; this Lady being willing to 


make the moſt of her tarniſhing Beauty, 


left no Trick untried to perſwade Antoni. 
nus to marry her. The Emperour under. 


ſtanding her better than he had done Fa- 


ſtina, and beſides having no Inclination 


to marry, always put her off. 'Tis ſaid 
he took a Miſs or Concubine, to prevent 
the Inconvenience of a Mother in Law to 
his Children. Now tho the Confequence 


from Writing, to Life, won't hold without} 


Exception, becauſe Mens Diſcourſe and 
Practiſe are not always of a Piece, yet 
ſince Antoninuss Life was ſo exactly ſuita 
ble to his Philoſophy, we may very wel 
queſtion the Truth of this Paſſage; And 
indeed the Falſhood of it appears plainly 
by his giving the Gods thanks in bis firl 


Set. 17. Book * for being but alttle while, in bj 


Childhood, under the Management of li 
Grandfathers Wench. Now tis highly im 
probable he fhould bring his own Chir 
dren within the danger of ſuch an xy 
| ole 
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ple, from which he reckons it a Bleſſing 
to have been quickly deliver d himſelf. 
The Peace the Romans were ſo happy Dio. 
in, laſted ſcarcely two Years. The Schy- 
thians, and Northen People took the Field 
again, and attacked the Emperour's Vice- 
Roys, who were in no Condition to make 
any great Reſiſtance. This oblig'd Auto- 
inns to prepare for an other Expedition: 
WW Going therefore to the Senate he men- 
tion d a Supply, which was the firſt time 
he had demanded any new Tax. 

This Mony, had he beenwilling to uſe 
his Authority, might have been rais d by 
the Strength of Prerogative; But this was 
| none of his Method : He was ſo Conde- 
ſcenſive as to ſay the Emperours had no 
Property of their own; and that the very 
Palace they lived in, belong'd to the Lords 
and Commons. 

About this time he married his Son to 
Criſpina, Daughter to Brutins Valens, who 
had been'Conſul ; the Wedding was kept 
lide that of a private Perſon, without any 
thing of Royal Grandeur, or Expence int. 

After this, he went to Bellonas Tem- The 
ple, and perform'd the Ceremony of the 8 
Dart - This Cuſtom was very Antient, 
and only practis d upon a War beyond 
dea ; and againſt ſome very remote Coun- 
try. The Emperour coming into the Tem- 

h 3 ple 
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An. Dom. 
178, 


ple took up the Bloody Lance which was 


kept there, and threw it over an oppolite 
Column, in the Circus Flaminius, which 
ointed toward the Enemy's Quarters. 

The Romans perceiving their Emperour 
broken with Age and Fatiguing, ready to 
ſet forward, and expoſe his Perſon to all 
the Hazards of a new War, and being 
afraid they might loſe this brave Prince, 
and the benefit of that admirable Prudence 
too, which was not likely to out- live him; 
having theſe Apprehenſions they came in 
2 Body to the Palace, to deſire him not 
to leave them till he had given them ſome 
Rules for their Conduct; that in caſe the 
Gods ſhould take him to themſelves, they 
might have ſome Directions to ſteer by; 


and be enabled to hold on that Courſe of 


Virtue into which his Example had led 
them. Antoninus was ſo much affected 
with the Probity, and good Diſpoſition 
of this Addreſs, that he ſpent three whole 
Days in Moral Diſcourſes, explaining the 
greateſt Difficulties upon that Argument, 
and giving the People ſome ſhort Maxim), 
to affiſt their Memory, and govern their 
Practiſe. | 

In the beginning of Auguſt he left the 
Town, taking Commodus along with him, 
and gave the Command of the Troops to 


Paternus. The Schythians loſt the beſt par 
0 


of tl 
was f 
laſted 
was 
the T 

of 


partic 


Cam 
extan 
conte 
this 
any 

Sehyt. 
upon 
iponc 
mn 
obſti; 
ry W. 
Cond 
of hi: 
Head 
That 
to ke 
in thi 
going 
ſeiz d 
carrie 


E 7 


_— — 


Marcus AN TONINus. cxix 


2 


of their Forces in the firſt Battle, which 
was fought with ſuch Reſolution, that it 
jaſted a whole Day. And now Antoninus 
was proclaim'd Emperour by the Army, 
the Tenth time. ; 
were to be wiſh'd we could give a 
particular Account of theſe laſt glorious 
Campagnes, but ſince there's no Hiſtorian 
extant to tranſmit the Detail, we mult be 
contented to underſtand in General, that 
this War was no leſs Troubleſome than 
any of the former; That the King of 
Schythia beheaded ſeveral of his Officers 
upon a Suſpicion of their holding Corre- 
ſpondence with the Romans; That Anto- 
ninus fought a great many Battels very 
obſtinate and bloody, in which the Victo- 
ry was always gain'd by the force of his 
Conduct, and the extraordinary Bravery 
of his Perſon ; that he was always at the 
Head of his Troops in the hotteſt Service; 


That he Built and Garrifon'd ſeveral Forts 


to keep the Country in Awe ; And that 
in the beginning of March, when he was 
going to open his third Campagne, he-was 
ſei⁊ d with a Diſtemper at Vienna, which 
carried him off in a few Days. 

'Tis ſaid his Phyficians uſed him ill, 
and haſten'd his Death, to make their 
Court to Conimodus : Dion Caſſius is poli- 
tive in this Opinion, which if it be true, 
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Antoninus had more Grounds for that 
Common Saying than he was aware of; 
How many Reaſons, ſays he, will People un- 
ſter up to be rid of us? Thoſe who have had 
the greateſt ſhare in my Affection count my 
Life but a Grievance, and would be glad 1 
ſee an End on t. Neither did he fail in the 
leaſt to practiſe his own Advice upon this 
Occaſion: Tis this; * However this Thought 
muſt not go ſo deep as to ſower your Humour: 
You muſt keep your Temper, wiſh the World 
well, and part friendly with every Body, 
This Rule, I fay, was exactly obſerv'd by 
the Emperour, for the ſame Dion Caſſuus 
Reports, that he took a great deal of cat 
to conceal the Cauſe of his Death, that 
he recommended his Son to the Army; 
And that when a Tribune Þ came to him 


Book 10. 
Sect. 36. 


* Ibid. 


Dio. 


+ There 
were ſix 


of theſe 
Tribudes, Sux. | 
or Colo. But C 4... Has 4 
ned, in But Commodus being very young, an 
every Le- having as yet given no Suſpicion of any 
son. ſuch unnatural Barbarity, makes this Re 
lation look Improbable: Eſpecially when 
we conſider Herodian's Teſtimony, || by 
which it appears plainly that Commodus 
did not fly out into Vice and Diforder til 
after his Father's Death. The Odium tlis 
young Prince; when he came to govern, 
drew upon himſelf by his Cruelty, was 


the occaſion no doubt that Fame repooy 
| im 


for the Word, he bid him go to the Riſig 
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him a Parricidez ( that fo no ſort of 
Wickedneſs might eſcape him 3) People 
being generally willing to believe all the 
In of Princes which their latter Actions 
kew them capable of doing. 

To return. The Emperour's Sickneſs 
had ſuch ill Symptoms, that his Recove- 
ry was quickly deſpair'd of. In this Ex- 
tremity which generally ſhocks the Forti- Herodian. 
tude of moſt Men, this Prince held up in Com. 
in his Spirit and Temper, and gave a no-“ 
ble Proof of the force of his Notions and 
Philoſophy. But notwithſtanding his Sub- 
miſſion to Providence reconciled him to 
Death, yet the generous Regard he had 
for his People, gave him many a Me- 
lancholy Thought. This Anxiety ęncreas d 
with his Diſeaſe, inſomuch that he Day 


before he died, his Mind ſeem'd reſtleſs 


and uneaſy. The Miſcarriages of thoſe 
Princes, who coming young tothe Throne 
were too weak to govern their Fortune, 
and makeHead againſt theirVices and Flat- 
terers, were perpetually in his Thoughts. 
The Scandalous Reigns of Nero and Domi- 
tian, made him more Solicitous: He was 
afraid his Son might make a falſe ſtep, and 
not keep his Feet where the Ground was 
lo Slippery; that his Education might be 
loſt upon him, the Notions contriv'd in- 
to him miſcarry, and all the care of his 
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| Inſtructers prove inſignificant ; In ſhort 
f he was afraid he ſhould grow Lewd, and 
; Licentious, and prove a Tyrant to his Peo. ways | 
15 ple, inſtead of a Protection. On the othe: 
tn | Hand, he ſaw his Northern Conqueſts but 
{4130 ſlenderly ſecur'd, that thoſe People wer 
enclin'd to a Revolt, that the Enemy hal frees 
| their Swords in their Hand, and upon 
| ſuch a Jun&ure were the more to be fear( 
| for their having been often defeated : H 
| had therefore reaſon to be Apprehenſin 
leſt his Death might bring all theſe Nati 
ons to a Confederacy againſt the Empire 
% and that taking Advantage of his Son 
19% Youth, and want of Experience, they might 


+4 make an Attempt to retrieve their Fo 16 
1 tune, ang wipe out their former Diſgrac , 1 
1 Being Bmewhat perplexd with the efo! 
i Thoughts, and floating between Hope ant 95 | 
„ Fear, He order'd his Friends, and Princ: ; ; 2 
pal Officers to be brought in: When E 
ſaw them about the Bed, he bad Comm 1775 
dus ſtand before them, and then railing 4 a 


himſelf with ſome Difficulty to fit up, It 

| ſpoke to them in this manner. 
—— Tm not ſurpriz'd at your being troubled 
the Origi- ſee me in this Condition: Compaſſuon fro 
* one Man to another, is very Natural Ant 


thoſe Objects which ſtrike the Sight are al 
ways moſs Affed ing. But I perſwade my ji| 
your Concern upon this Occaſion is ſorrewhs 
Ho. 
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ore than ordinary : For the Regard I have 
mays had for you, makes me reaſonably ex- 
eZ a ſuitable Return. And nom Opportuni- 
preſents fair for us both; For Me, that I 
yay have the SatisfaFion to be ſenſible my 
tee m and Affedb ion have not been miſplaced ; 
or you, to make your Acknowledgements, 
od ſhow you are not unmindful of what you 
de Receiv d. | 

You ſee my Son here, who has been Edu- 
ated under you, juſt Launching into his 
Pouth ; This part of Life for a Prince eſpe- 
ally, is like putting to Sea in a Storm ; 
ere without Ballaſt and good Pilots, he 
ein Danger of being over-ſet by his Paſſionc, 
md ſplit upon ſome Rock or other : And 
berefore _ he is going to loſe his Father, 
[ hope that Relation will be ſupplied, and 
ultiplied in you : Pray take care of him in 
bis dangerous Station, and let him never 
pant good Counſel : Put him in Mind, that 
the Wealth in the World, is not ſuffici- 
ut to ſatisfy the Caprice and Luxury of a 
Jrant. And that a Prince's Guards, tho 
never ſo Numerous, are but a ſlender Pro- 
teFion without the Love of the Subject That 
boſe generally ſit longeſt, and moſt ſecure up- 
on the Throne, who Reign over the Affecłi- 
ons of the People, and govern more by Good- 
neſs, than Terror. For tis Inclination and 
not Force, which keeps Loyalty firm, and 
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extraor 
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males Subject ion go down eaſily. br fu 
Caſes People are Friends, not Flatterers, ant 
never ſtart from their Duty, unleſs provol}] 


more o 
by Injury, and IMLuſage. Tis true, ti 0 C0 
hard matter to Reign and be Regular; aul ore th 
fo ſet Bounds to your Will, when your Pom Ns if it 


is almoſt Abſolute. If you ſuggeſt ſuch Thin, 
as theſe, and remind him of what be hea: 
now, jou] both ſecure an Excellent Emperiy 
for your ſelves, and alſs oblige my Meno 
in the higheſt manner imaginable, this bein 
your only way to make it Immortal. 


im a 
el, f | 
el of 
ording 
either 

n thei 


At this Sentence the Emperour grey Thu 
Speechleſs, fainted, and fell back in- pleat, 
to the Bed ; and dying the next Day, wu Noran 


much lamented by thoſe of his own Tide, 
and no leſs admired by Poſterity. As ſoon 
as his Death was publiſh'd, the Army, ani 
all Italy were mightily Afflicted at thi} 
News. So general a Mourning in earnel 
was never ſeen. And never was Rome il 
a greater Conſternation. All the Happ. 
neſs and Glory of the Empire ſeem'd to 
expire with Antoninus Their Grief g. 
preſs d it ſelf in all the Varieties of Affe. 
ction and Regard : Some call'd him their 
Father, and others their Brother, ſom: 
their brave General, ſome their Good- na- 
tur'd Emperour, their Prudent, Exempli- 
ry, and every way well qualified, and ac 
compliſh'd Prince; And which is vet 
| extra: 


with h 
_—_ 
lived | 
was un 
lities C 
manne 
greate 


— 
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extraordinary, among ſuch a Multitude of 
ommendors, there was not one Soul of 

hem that over-ſhot his Character, or ſaid 

more of him than he deſerv'd. The Senate 

and Commons, made him a God, even be- 

fore the Solemnity of his Funeral. * And The Em- 
s if it had been a ſmall Matter to erect Perour's 
im a Statue of Gold in the Julian (Bap- fi. did nor 
el, + They branded all thoſe for a par- Com- 
el of lewd ungodly Wretches, who ac- — gy 
ording to their Circumſtances, had not neral was 
ither a Picture, or a Statue of Antoninus Here the 
In their own Houſes. Senate 
Thus in the fifty ninthYear almoſt com- met. 
pleat, died the beſt and greateſt of all the 

Roman Emperours : || He reign'd nine Years I Ann. 
with his Brother Verus, and ten by him- 1 
ſelf, TIwas a great Happineſs for him he 
lived no longer: For by this means he 

was unacquainted with the wretched Qua- 

lities of his Son Commod us, who, for all 

manner of Wickedneſs, was one of the 


greateſt Monſters in Hiſtory. 


Adver- 
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Advertiſement. 


A' Avravivs T8 "AureregreO mo 

Lig £m BSN I. Marci Antoni- 
ni Imperatoris, de rebus ſuis, five de eis 
quz ad ſe pertinere cenſebat, Libri XII. 
Locis haud Paucis Repurgati, Suppleti, Reſti- 
tuti Verſione inſuper Latina Nova; Le- 
ctionibus item variis, Lociſq; parallelis ad 
Marginem ad jectis: Ac Commentario Perpe- 
two Explicati atque Illuſtrati. Studio Ope- 
raque Thomæ Gatałeri, Londinatis. Huic 
Secundæ Editioni acceſſere Annotationes 
Selectiores A. D'Acerii Latinitate Donatæ, 
Necnon Marci Antonini Vita, Paſſim aucta, 
& Idoneis Scriptorum Veterum Teſtimo- 
niis firmata; a Geo. Stanhope, Coll. Reg. 
apud Cantabr. quondam Socio. 

Londini Impenſis Edv. Millingtoni, in 
Vico vulgo dicto Little Britain. Veneunt 
apud Bibliopolas Londin. & utriuſque Aca- 
demiæ. 1697. 
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ting a ſerviceable Emblem for the 


acquiring of Prudence, and the 
Direction of Human Life. 


$ we were taking a Turn in Saturn's 
Temple, we ſaw a great many con- 
ectated Preſents, remarkable enough for 
heir Curioſity ; amongſt the reſt we took 
darticular Notice of a Picture hung over 
he Door; the Piece we perceiv'd was all 
mblem, and Mythology; But then the 
epreſentation was ſo ſingular and out of 
uſtom, that we were perfectly at a Loſs 
hence it ſhould come, and what was the 
teaning on't. Upon a ſtrict View, we 
bund 'twas neither a City, nor a Camp, 
ut a ſort of Court, with two Partitions 
the ſame Figure within it, tho' one of 
R them 
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them was larger than the other. The fir 


474 Court had a crowd of People at the Gate, = 
[2:4 and within we ſaw a great Company of pol 
163 Women. Juſt at the entrance of the firſ Arg 
140 | Gate, there ſtood an Old Man, who by i unf 
{110 his Geſture and Countenance ſeem d to b: WM - 
i 1 buſy in giving Advice to the Crowd u are! 
1:98 they came in. SW + of tl 
„ And being a long time at a ſtand about be. | 
0 | the Deſign of the Fable, a grave Ma i x * 
lf! [ ſomewhat in Years, making up, begins to hear 
1738 diſcourſe us in this Manner. Gentlemen, Why 
„ ſays he, I underſtand you are Strangers, ¶ abob 
bi. and therefore 'tis no wonder the Hiſtory you'l 
1 of this Picture ſhould puzzle you: For upon 
there are not many of our own Country x;... : 
men that can explain it. For you are to Il nat 
obſerve, this is none of our Town Mani. Block] 

facture. But a long while ago, a certain ing th 

out- landiſn Man of great Senſe and Lear to th 
ing, and who by his Diſcourſe and Beha: was fo 

viour ſeem'd to be a Diſciple of Pythage 275 

ras, and Parmenides; This Genteleman! aking 
y happening to Travel hither, built tw. | 

Structure, and Dedicated both the TenW1. Mo 

ple and this Piece of Painting to Saumuence 

kj Sir, ſaid 1, had you any Accra me 
407 with this Gentleman? Yes, ſays he, | has ankin 
48 the Benefit of his Converſation ; and wa... In 
IH one of his Admirers a long time. For, . indif 
| Sh my thinking, tho he was but young rough 
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talk d at a ſtrange ſignificant rate; And 
as for this Picture, I have heard him ex- 
pound the Emblew, and read upon the 
Argument very frequently. Sir, ſaid I, 
unleſs you are very buſy, I beg of you to 
inſtruct us a little in this Matter, for we 
are ſtrangely deſirous to know the meaning 
of this Fable in Colours. Gentlemen, ſays 

he, I'm very ready to ſerve you, but then 
l muſt tell you, there is ſome Danger in 
bearing the Story. Danger ! As how? 
Why, ſays he, if you mind what you are 
about, and underſtand what's deliver d, 
you'l grow unexpectedly Wile and Happy 
upon the Diſcourſe, but otherwiſe to be 
free with you, you'l turn Ignorant, and 
Ill- natur'd, and be the moſt Unfortunate 
Blockheads imaginable. For the Explain- 
ing this Mythology is as touchy a Buſineſs 


i-Wto the Audience, as the Sphinx's Riddle 
ba- was formerly: If a Man was an Oedipus at 
bt t, he found his Account in the Under- 
an 


aking, but if the Myſtery prov'd too hard 
or him, he was loſt, and murther'd by 
he Monſter upon the ſpot. The Conſe- 
Juence of the preſent Caſe is much the | 
tan" Wame : For Folly is a ſort of Sphinx to iN 
baWtankind in general ; and gives an ob- 0 

d Wirure Intimation of what's good and bad, | ; 
or, Mr indifferent for us: If a Man can't look 
5 rough her, and untie her Riddle, tho 
talk R 3 the: 
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ſhe does not chop him up at a Mouthful 
like the Sphinx, yet ſhe will be ſure to 
diſpatch him by Degrees, fit as cloſe to 
him as a Conſumption ; and ride him az 
the Spleen does a MalefaCor under Sex. 
tence. But on the other hand, when Fol. 
ly is underſtood, then ſhe goes to Pot her 


ſelf, and the Man is made ſafe, and hap- 


py for his Life-time. Therefore pray take 
care, and be attentive, and let nothing 
{lip your Obſervation. In earneſt if the 
Matter ftands thus, you make us almoſt 
Wild to hear you upon this extraordina- 
ry Subject. Tis juſt as I tell you. Well 
ſaid I, if we are likely to ſmart at this 
rate for being careleſs, you'l be ſure to 
find us upon our Guard, and therefore 
begin as ſoon as you pleaſe. 

Upon this, pointing to the Picture with 
his Cane, do you ſee this Incloſure, o 
Court, ys he? Yes. This then you arc 
to underſtand is Life, and the Place for 
Mortals to range in. The Crowd at tir 
Gate, are the People that are juſt com: 
ing into the World: And the Old Man 
that ſtands by: on rais'd Ground, with? 
Paper in one Hand, and the other in“ 
Poſture of Direction, is the common Gr 


nius. This ſuperintending Spirit inſtru 


thoſe that enter, how they are to manag 


themſelves in Life, and which Road theſ 


Ale 


their 
Ever 
drin! 
you 

Mens 
in th 
bold 
Ver 

then 


ſure. 
frisk 


Seal 
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are to take, if they expect to come ſafe to 
the end of their Journey. And pray, ſaid 
I, which way does he direct them, and 
how are they to govern themſelves ? 
Don't you ſee, ſays he, there by the Gate 
where the Crowd goes in, a Woman ſit- 
ting in an Arm'd-chair handſomly dreſs d, 
and with a Mien of Quality ? I ſee her 
with a Glaſs in her Hand, pray who is 
ſhe ? That's Impoſture, ſays he, that bub- 
bles the whole World in ſome meaſure 
out of their Underſtandings. Say you ſo? 
Which way does ſhe go to Work ? She 
opens a Vein, and gives them a Glaſs of 
her Conſtitution : What ſort of Drink is 
that? Tis Ignorance and Miſtake. What 
is to be done then? Why, when they 
have taken this Stirrup Cup, they Travel 
into Life : What? Does every body take 
their Mornings Draught of this Liquor ? 
Every body, but not all Brimmers, ſome 
drink more, and ſome leſs. To inform 
you farther, don't you fee a parcel of 
Venches within the Gate, different enough 
in their Perſons, but all of them with the 
bold Air of their Profeſſion ? I ſee them. 
Very well: If you would know their Names 
then, they are Opinion, Paſſion, and Plea- 
ſure. As the Crowd enters, theſe Laſſes 
frisk about them, and ſalute them with 4 
great deal of welcome, and then lug tfem 
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off. And whither do they carry them 
Carry them! Some to good Fortune, and 
ſome, by miſtaking their way, to Ruin, 
and the Gallows. In earneſt, Sir, ſaid J 
if the Caſe ſtands thus, tis dangerous 
Drinking! You ſxy well: And yet all 
theſe Women promiſe to direct them right, 
and to make them as Conſiderable and 
Happy as they would wiſh. But the poor 
Wretches having taken a Glaſs too much 
with [zpoſture, are ſo muddy-headed, that 
they over-look their Advantage, and mi- 
ſtake their Ground, and ramble about at 
that ſenſeleſs giddy rate as you ſee. And 
look you, continues he, how thoſe Gyp- 
ſies manage the People that came in firſt 
and lead them whither they have a mind 
to. I perceive it, ſaid J, but pray what 
blind diſtracted Woman is that which 
ſtands there upon a round Stone like a 
Globe? That's Fortune, replies my Inſtru- 
cter, who is not only Blind, but Mad, and 
Deaf into the bargain. And what may 
her Buſineſs be I beſeech you? She ranges 
every where, ſays he, ſnatches away this 
Man's Circumſtances, and gives them to 
another ; and in a little while recalling 
her Liberalities, beſtows them upon new 


Favourites, and all with great Arbitrari- 


neſs, and Inconſtancy. And therefore her 
Pedeſtal; and her Poſture, is a _ 
h em 
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blem 
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blem of her Nature. How ſo? Becauſe 
| ſays he, her ſtanding upon a Globe ſhews 
her Feet not welb fifd, and that there's | 
no depending upon her Bounty. Indeed . 
thoſe that reckon upon her are generally 
ruffled with Diſappointment, and migh- : 
tily ſhock'd in their Expectation. Here 1 N 
deſir d to know, what was the Buſineſs of | 
all that Crowd about her, and who they J 
were? I was anſwer'd, they were a Clan fi 
of unthinking People ; and all of them | ! 
making their Application to Fortune for 
thoſe things ſhe threw away. Very well : 
But how comes it to paſsthat they ap- 
pear ſo differently Aﬀected in their Coun- 
tenances, that ſome of them are all in an 
Extaſy, and others as much out of ſorts, 
and ringing their Hands in Deſpair? 
Thoſe, ſays he, who ſeem ſo merry and 
well pleas d, have receiv'd a Spill, and 
ſped in their Addreſſes to this Lady; and 
therefore they call her Good Fortune But 
y WM the others who weep and wring their 
es Hands are Diſſeiz d by her of what ſhe 
is had granted them before, and here her 
to Title is Bad-fortune. What ſort of Fa- 
10 MW vour does ſhe beſtow then, that makes 
her command the Temper, and diſpoſe 
i- of the Paſſions of her Admirers, in ſo 
er Soveraign a manner? Toanſwer you, ſays 
n- be, ber Bounty conſiſts of ſuch Things as 
m R 4 are 
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they ſtand ſtaring here for? To Spy out 
thoſe to whom Fortune has been any | 


are generally eſteem d great Advantages: 
What are thoſe ? They are Wealth, Fame, 
Birth, Children, Poſts of Command, 
Crowns, Gc. Tis very well! And are 
not all theſe good Things with a Wit. 
neſs? As to that, ſays he, we'll debate it 
afterwards, but at preſent let's go on with 
our Story. With all my heart. Do you 
ſee then, continues the Gentleman, how 
the Paſſage through this Gate, leads you 
into another Court upon an Aſcent, and 
that there are ſeveral Women dreſs d like 
Wenches, ſtanding at the Portal? I ſee 
them. I muſt tell you then, their Qua- 
lity is very Coarſe, two ofthem are Lewd- 
neſs and Luxury, and the other Flat- 
tery, and Covetouſneſs. And what do 


thing kind. And what then ? Then they 
appear mightily tranſported, make up to 
them with great Endearingneſs, and ply 
them ſtrongly with Compliment and Flat- 
tery : They invite them to their Apart- 
ments, promiſe to ſettle them in Satisfa- 
ction ; and that without the leaſt Inter- 
miſſion, or Incumbrance whatſoever. Now 
thoſe who are gain'd to Libertiniſm with 
this Courtſhip ; think themſelves in a de- 
licate way, and are Strangely pleaſed with 
their Choice at firſt, Butafter ſome time 


whe o 
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when they begin to recollect, they per- 
ceive the Entertainment was nothing but 
a Viſionary Cheat; and inſtead of a Re- 
oale, they have been prey'd upon, and 
ill uſed. Now when Men come to this 
paſs, and have ſpent all that Fortune had 
furniſh'd them with, they are forced to 
go to Service to theſe Women ; and here 
all manner of Affronts, and ſcandalous 
practiſes muſt be digeſted : They muſt 
bear with every thing, and boggle at 
nothing : They muſt Cheat, or betray 
their Truſt, pick a Pocket, or rob a 
Church, as occafion ſerves. And when 
all theſe Tricks fail them, they are ſent 
to the Houſe of Correction. And how 
are they handled 2 Don't you ſee, ſays he, 
a little Door opening into a narrow, 
dark place? Ido; and ſeveral ugly, ſlut- 
tih Women in Rags, are the Inhabi- 
tants. You are right. And to deſcribe 
them to you ; ſhe with the Whip in her 
Hand, is call'd Diſcipline, ſhe with her 
Head bending down to her Knees is 
Grief, ſhe that tears her Hair is Pain. 
But pray, ſaid I, what ill-look'd Skeleton 
ofa Fellow is that, with ne'er a Tatter to 
his Limbs, and that Woman too by him. 
that's Beauty enough to be his Siſter ? 
You have gueſsd the Relation exactly, 


me and to ſatisfy your Queſtion, the Man 
le 75 
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is complaining Sorrom, and that Siſter of 
his is Deſpair. To this Company the Rake, 
above-mention'd are ſent, where they are 


an A 
form 
norar 


4 maul'd and mortified ſufficiently, and af. for I 
1 ter they have gone through their Exer. Na Coy 
A ciſe in this Bridewell, they are committed Who : 
i to Goal, where .Unhappineſs is their WM7;ye ; 
$4 Keeper And here they are faſt for ther I frſt. 
Pal Life-time, unleſs they happen to light up WK 
4 9 on Repentance : If Fortune ſends this Ia. ¶ put 
#48 dy to any one of them, ſhe diſengage thoſe 
108 him from his Confinement, and gives hin there 
b ö 1 a new ſet of Netions, and Deffres, which of pre; 
100 puts him in the Road to True Knon- the P 
ledge; However, the Direction is not ſo ¶themſ 
Infallible, but that tis poſſible for hin NNnom. 
to miſs the way, and make a Viſit to Na ore: 
pretended Learning. And what follows? Ware Pc 
' Why, ſays he, if he Travels right, and WMaſte: 
comes to the Seat of True Knowledge, (ht Wand / 
does his Buſineſs effectually: ſhe purges ticks, } 
his Head, and cures his Spleen, and makes {Minethi: 
him Eaſy, and Proſperous as long as he auc be. 
lives: But if he miſtakes the Road, pre Which 
tended Learning picks him up, and leads Mare t! 
him a new Dance. O ſtrange ! ſd | they 
here's another great Riſque to be run: s you 
But I beg of you what ſort of Mortal is this Is in t 
pretended Learning? Don't you ſee, replies ertair 
my Inſtructer, that farther Court? Y cs ve: Noſt u 
ry plainly. And don't you perceive a Wo Wore, 


man in thePorch genteelly dreſs d, and with 
al 
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an Air of Sobriety ? That I do: To in- 
form you then, the Generality are ſo ig- 
norant as to miſtake this Gentlewoman 
for Learning; whereas ſhe is really but 
à Counterfeit of that Quality. Now thoſe 
who are upon the Road to Recovery and 
True Knowledge, commonly bait with her 
firſt. And is there no other way to True 
Knowledge but this ? Yes, there is. Here 
| put in again, and ask d him, who are 
thoſe Men that walk within the Court 
there? Theſe, ſays he, are the Admirers 
of pretended Learning, only they miſtake 
the Perſon of their Miſtreſs, and fancy 
themſelves in the Converſation of True 
Knowledge. Pray who are they? Here's 
a great many ſorts of them, ſays he, here 
are Poets, Orators, and Logicians, Muſick- 
aſters, Accomptants, Mathematicians, 
and Aſtrologers, Epicureans, Peripate- 
ticks, Philologers, &c. But under favour, 
ethinks I ſee ſome Women like De- 
auc hery, and the reſt of her Companions 
hich you ſhew'd me before, pray who 
are they? The very ſame : what? Do 
they walk in this Inner Court? As ſure 
as you live ſometimes, tho' not ſo often 
as in the firſt, And does Fancy, and un- 
ertain Opinion take a Turn here too? 
Moſt undoubtedly, ſays he : And which is 
ore, theſe Sparks being not i 
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of the Doſe, which Inpoſture gave them 
they are troubled with the Company of 
Ignorance, and Folly. Neither will they 
ever berid of Opinion and the reſt of the 
Gang, till they part withpretended Lea 
ing, enter into a Courſe of Phyfick, an 
Purge off all their Conceit, Ignorance 
and Ill-Humours. Then their Condition 
will be ſecure. But as long as pretend: 
Learning has the Aſcendant over then, 
they'l nere be diſentangled ; neither wil 
all their Notions, and Proficiency, ever 
cure them of any of the Diſtempers above. 
mention'd. Say you ſo? Which is the way 
then, that leads to the ſeat of True Know: 
ledge ? If you mind, ſays he, you'l per- 
ceive an Eminence at a diſtance, which 
looks as if 'twas perfectly uninhabited. | 
have it. And don't you ſee a little Gate, 
and the Avenues to it very much unfte- 
quented ; for indeed the Aſcent to its 
troubleſome, and the way rough, an 
rocky? I perceive it ſaid I, Does it not 
then appear a lofty Hill, with a ve 
ry narrow way to't, and Precipices 0 
each fide? Yes, the Proſpect is jult 4 
you ſay. This is the Road to True Know 
ledge, ſays he, and on my Word, a ve! 
rugged one to look on. But let's proce! 
Don't you obſerve two hail luſty Wome 
ſtand on the Top of the ___ 1 
| retch 
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ſtretching out their Hands with a great 
Leal of Inclination ? I ſee them, who are 
Wl they ? they are Siſters, ſays he, one of 
chem is Temperance, and tother Patience. 
Good Women both, but what makes them 
ſprawl their Hands out with fo much 
Fancy? Tis to encourage Travellers, ſays 
he, and keep them from Cowardize and 
Deſpair : Letting them know at the ſame 
time ; that if they will but hold out, and 
ſtrive a little, they'l quickly be eaſy, and 
come into a good Road. Well! But when 
they come to the ſteep Aſcent, how do 
they get up ? For I can't perceive any way 
made for them? Theſe Women, ſays he, 
e. ſizp down a little, ſtoop for them, and 
ſo hale them up. Then their Guides or- 
der them to reſt a little, and ſoon after 
furniſh them with Strength, and Spirits, 
promiſe to convey them to True Know- 
ledge, give them a Proſpect of their Jour- 
ney, and ſhew them how ſmooth, and 
pleaſant, and free from all manner of In- 
convenience, the Road is. Really, ſaid I, 
it appears ſo to me. Don't you fee con- 
tinues my Inſtructor, on this fide that 
no Grove there, a lovely Meadow, which 
very books ſo ſurprizingly bright, as if it had 
-c2(0M 2 whole Sun of its own to make it Beau- 
mei tiful. You need not queſtion my Eye-ſight, 
and aid I, where ſuch an Object as that is, 
etch lies 
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lies before it. And don't you ſee anothe Wl give 
Pile of Building in the middle of thi if £0 
Field? I do, what do you call it, they 
who does it belong to? This is the St has 4 
of the Fortunate, ſaid he, here all the Mg. Mt ſents 
ral Virtues keep their Court, and Hay. the ( 
pineſs, is always in their Train. Say ya ther, 
ſo 2 This muſt needs be a delicate Pl ſcript 


then. Right. But to carry you farther: clean 
Don't you perceive a handſome, midd| , 2 
aged, Matronly Woman by the Gate in: thi 
plain Dreſs ? And if you obſerve her, ſhe [1 cl 
ſtands upon a ſquare Stone, and not tot. ſl ber 
tering upon a Globe; there are likewiſ: 3 


two young Women on each fide of her 
which look as if they were her Daugh- 
ters, yes, ſaid I, by their Features and Com. 
plexion ; one would think ſo. To e. 

und them to you then, the Matron in 
the middle, is Knowledge, or Learning, 
the two others are one of them Truth, 
and the other Perſwaſion? But what 
makes the Elder Lady ſtand upon a Stone 
like a Die ? To ſhew the ſteadineſs of her 
Poſture, that People may know where to 
have her, and that her Favours are fate 
and ſignificant. Well explain'd, but pray 
what does ſhe preſent People with! 
Why, ſays he, ſhe gives them Affurance, 
and the Faculty of tearing nothing. And 


and « 
wher 
Cour 
won' 
tis n. 


how do theſe Qualities operate? They Ang 
X give 
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give the owners the the Satisfaction to 
know they are out of Danger as long as 
they live. In earneſt, ſaid I, this Lady 
has an excellent Hand at making Pre- 
ſents! But what makes her ſtand without 
the Gate 2 To cure thoſe that come hi- 
ther, and give them her Cephalick Pre- 
ſcription z and when the Potion has 
cleans'd their Conſtitution, ſhe brings them 
in, and preſents them to the Virtues. How 
is this? I don't rightly underſtand you. 
[| clear it to you, ſays he, tis juſt as 
when a Patient dangerouſly ill, is under- 
taken by a Phyſician : In the place firſt the 
Doctor endeavours to remove the Cauſe 


and diſcharge the Morbifick Matter; and 
„oben this is done, ſtrength returns of 
Courſe, and the Man is ſet up. But if he 


won't take his Phyſick, and be govern'd, 
1 tis no wonder if he dies of the Diſtem- 
th per. I apprehend you, Sir, ſaid I; Thus, 
gays he, when any one is brought to 
ne Learning, and Philoſophy, ſhe falls to 
ger Doctring of him preſently, gives him a 
to {purging Doſe out of her own Diſpenſato- 
of , that all the ill Humours may be car- 
ay yd off in the firſt place. And what are 
ho thoſe ? They are Ignorance and Error, 
ce, which Impoſture drench'd him with ; they 
nd Hare Pride, Appetite, and Intemperance, 
hey Anger, and Avarice; and the reſt of that 
ive Un- 


n 
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Unfortunate Entertainment which e "re 
ſwallow'd in the firſt Court. And when Qu: 
he's well waſh'd within, whither dos oe 


ſhe ſend him? Then he is permitted t Cro 
enter this laſt Court, and introduced t gne 
Science, and the other Virtues. And what Tru 
may they be? Don't you ſee within the Thi 
Gate, ſays he, a Company of handſome, 8 
modeſt Women, without any thing of net 
Dreſſing, Waſhes, or Expence about them) WW... 
ſee them, ſaid I, who are they? The ue, 
firſt, ſays he, is Knowledge, the other, Non. 
who are her Siſters, are Fortitude, and Cone 
Juſtice, and Probity, Sobriety, Modeſty, Wh: 
Liberality, and Good-Nature. In earneſt, Wang 
ſaid I, fine Ladies all! Now methinks, 
my Expectations begin to riſe confider- Wild 
bly. If you mind what you hear, ſay Mheſ 
he, and digeſt it into Practiſe, your hops {hin | 
are not ill founded. Pl do my beſt, tak: 
my Word for't. Do ſo, and then you! My mi; 
ſucceed, and be ſafe. But pray, ſaid 1, Win: 
whither do theſe Ladies lead the Man! 
To their Mother, ſays he; And, who h p fo 
ſhe > They call her Felicity. Felicity! Wy c 
And what is her Buſineſs and Quality? f V 
Do you ſee, ſays he, the Path that lead 
us to the Mount there, where the Stru- oy v 
cture looks like a Fort for the Security of Neat! 
all the Courts? Yes. And is there not Be, , 
in the Porch a handſome young Lady Mr: 
| ſitting 
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dtting in a Chair of State, dreſs'd like 
Quality, but not to any degree of Magot, 
or Curioſity. But, if you mind her, the 
Crown upon her Head, is particularly 
fine, both in the Matter, and the Making. 
Truly, it ſeems to be juſt as you ſay. 
This Lady, ſays he, is Felicity. And when 
any body comes hither, what's her Buſi- 
Ineſs? She Crowns him, ſays he, from 
her on Cabinet, and ſo do all the Vir- 
eue, too, inſomuch that by his Recepti- 
Bon, you would take him for ſome great 


, 
| WConquerour ; and that he had gone 
7, Mthrough Hercules's twelve Labours at leaſt. 
t, And has he done any thing like it? Ye- 
s 


Indeed, he has got the better of ſever: 
ild Beaſts of an extraordinary Bulk; 


heſe were formerly his Maſters, made 
= Wim their Drudge, ſnaped a Collop ſom. 
ke imes out of his Carkaſs, and uſed him 

2! Wh miſcrable rate. But now he has tought 
1 1, Time into Liberty, and Conqueſt, has 
an? hem all at Command, and chains them 


O Ap tor Sight and Service. You awaken 
ty! Wy Curioſity extreamly, pray what ſort 
ty? f Wild Beaſts are they? In the firſt 
each Jace, ſays he, Ignorance and Miſtake 
tr u] whether you know it or not, theſe are 
vol eat Beaſts, and dangerons ones too, tho' 


e don't go it may be upon all four. 
ru, Cid I, I think they are. The o- 
I 8 ther 
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ther parts of his Conqueſt, continues he 
are Grief and Pain; Covetouſneſs, an 
Intemperance, and all the whole Forced 
Vice beſides. Theſe are noble Exploits 
ſaid I, the Olympick Games can ſhow no- 
thing like it; But I ſuppoſe this Chan. 
pion's Crown is not altogether for Ornz. 
ment, therefore pray tell me the Adyan- 
tage in wearing it. You are to knoy 
then, young Gentlemen, ſays he, that i 
has a mighty ſatisfying Quality : He that 
has this Crown upon his Head, is poſle{ 
of Happineſs; And which is more, tis of 
his own Growth too, without any De 
pendance upon his Neighbours. In eam. 
eſt, tis glorious conquering at this rate 
But how does the Man ſpend his time, 
and whither does he go, after he is thu 
Crown'd ? The Virtues, ſays he, recent 
him, and conduct him back to the PlacW he 
where he was before, and here they ſue , T 


him at what a rate of Scandal and MiſenW a: 
People live. How often they run thei bir 
Heads againſt a Poſt, ramble from tha 80 
Intereſt, and are led as it were in TI 2 © 
umph by their Enemies. Some are mal ef 
Prize of by Debauchery, ſome by Arr fit « 
cance and Ambition, and ſome by ( tr: 
vetouſneſs, Gc. Neither is it in th wh 
Power, todiſengage themſelves and mah Sar. 
their Eſcape hither. But they contin ſtur 


Ro! 


tt. 
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Rolling and Reſtleſs till they tumble into 
their Graves; And all this happens be- 
cauſe they cant pick out the right way, 
for alaſs! They have forgotten the Ad- 
vice the Genius gave them. What you 
ſay is not unlikely ; But ſtill Lm at a loſs 
why the Virtzes ſhould lead this happy 
Man to the Place from whence he came ? 
Tis to inform his Judgment, ſays he, 
and make himunderſtand the World bet- 
ter. For to deal clearly, Error and Ja- 
norance had abuſed him before. And thus 
his Underſtanding, being miſty and miſ- 
led, he was willdred in the Qualities of 
m. Things, and miſtook the Nature of Good 
and Evil. So that in ſhort, he was in a 
great meaſure, as irregular, and unhappy 
as the reſt. But now having gaind a 
right Notion of Intereſt and Advantage, 
he ſees farther into the Follies and Miſe- 
ry of other Men. Right, and when he 
has ſeen all this, how does he diſpoſe of 
himſelf > Juſt as he pleaſes. For let him 
go where he will, he is as fafe as a Ship in 
a Harbour: and all People will be as glad 
of his Company as a Patient is of the Vi- 
lit of an able Doctor. What won't he be 
afraid of thoſe ſcurvy Women any more, 
which you ſaid were like Bears in a Bear- 
garden: Not at all. He'll never be di- 
ſturbd with Pain nor Poverty, with In- 
8 3 tem- 


— 


260 The M ythological Picture 


temperance, or Avarice, nor any of that 
n hoſtile Clan which made him uneaſy be- 
| fore. For he'll be perfectly Impregnable 
{ againſt all manner of Attacks. And as 
| no other Serpent dares venture upon thoſe 
who are bitten by a Viper, becauſe they 
are fortified by a ſuperiour Poyſon which 
is now turn'd to an Antidote : So this 
Man has always his Preſervative about 
him. What you ſay, ſeems very reaſo- 
nable. But pray tell me who thoſe ar: 
that come down the Hill ; ſome of them 
with Crowns on their Heads, and Satisfa- 
ction in their Face: Others are the Picture 
of Deſpair, look ſomewhat maim'd and 
batter'd, and ſeem under the Guard of a 
parcel of Women? Thoſe crown'd, fays 
he, are ſafe arrived at the ſeat of Philo- 
ſophy, and appear pleas d with the Con- 
verſation of that Lady. But thoſe who 
have no ſign of Succeſs upon their Heads, 
are ſome of them turn'd back by Philos 
phy for being unqualified : Others mil- 
carry for want of Induſtry and Spirit. 
And when they have ſtrain'd up to Pa- 
tience quit the Advantage of the Progrels, 
and Ramble without Path, or Direction. 
T underſtand you. But, what Women are 
thoſe at the Heels of them 2 They repre- 
ſent, ſays he, Grief and Pain, Deſpar, 
Ignominy, and Ignorance. Say ** ſo. 

ien 


2 
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Then the Men are in very bad Company. 
You'r right. Now when theſe People 
come back to the firſt Court and return to 
Luxury and Lewdneſs, they make an odd 
Report of the Adventure, and blame Phi- 
loſophy, and not themſelves for their Miſ- 
carriage; They tell you that all who 
went upon theſe Diſcoveries, are wretch- 
edly harraſs'd, and diſappointed. And 
never enjoy any of the Satisfactions which 
are to be met with at home. What Ad- 
vantages are theſe? Why, in a Word, 
debauching and regaling their Palates : 
For Gourmandizing, and the Liberties of 
a Brute are in their Eſteem the Supream 
Satisfactions. They mult take their Fan- 
cy, but under favour, who are thoſe 
pleaſant ſmiling Women that come from 
vonder place? They call them Opinions, 
ſays he, their Buſineſs is to introduce 
8 thoſe to Inſtruction, who are upon theRoad 
to the Virtues, and when they have con- 
vey'd them hither, they return to fetch 
more : And to encourage new Comers, 
they let them underſtand how happy thoſe 
Pcople are that took the Journey before 
them. Have theſe Women admittance to 
the Virtues 2 By no means; Opinion is ne- 
ver allow'd to appear in the Preſence of 
Lierce ; However, they deliver up their 
Charge to Learning or Inſtruction. And 
83 when 


—. 
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| when they have done, go back for fre 
; Company : Juſt like your Merchant Men, 
which when they are unladen, ſet ſai 
| again, and are freighted with an other 
| Cargo. Without Flattery, ſaid I, you ſeen 
to explain theſe Matters very well : But 
1 you have not told me what Directions 
| the Genius, or ſuperintending Spirit, give; 
thoſe. who are juſt marching into Life, 

l He bids them be bold, ſays he, and keey 
| up their Spirits, and pray do you fo, for 
I ſhall let you into the whole Buſineſs, 
and make no Omiſſions in the Relation. 
And here holding out his Cane again, do 
you ſee that blind Woman, ſays he, ſtand- 
ing upon a Globe, who I told you was 
Fortune: Yes, we ſee her. The Genin, 
continues he, warns every body never to 
truſt this Woman, nor to reckon any 
thing their own, or of any long con- 
tinuance, that comes from her. For the 
Grants of Fortune are always made with 
a Power of Revocation ; Anda Man that 
holds of her. is a meer Tenant at Wil, 
and may be turn d out the next Day for 
ought he knows to the contrary. Ke 
ſumptions are very common with this Lt 
dy, and there's no depending upon het 
Favour; And therefore the Genius ad. 
viſes People to be looſe and indifferent 
with her, and neither betranſported when 


* 


— — 
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$ ſhe gives, nor dejected when ſhe takes 


away. For ſhe never acts upon Reaſon, 


but throws out every thing at Peradven- 
ture. Therefore the Rule is never to be 
ſurpriz d at any of her Proceedings ; Nor 
behave our ſelves like ſome unreaſonable 
Bankers, who when there's Mony lodg'd 
intheir Hands, are pleas d with receiving 


it, and look upon it as their own : But 


when tis drawn out again, they are as 
much out of humour, as if they had ſome 
real injury done them: Never remem- 
bring they are but Caſheers; and that 
they were truſted with the Sum, upon 
condition of repaying it upon demand. 


Theſe things the Directing Spirit orders 
People to obſerve , with reference to 
Fortune, whoſe Cuſtom it is to take away 
what ſhe has beſtow'd, and ſoon after, to 
reſtore thrice as much; And it may be 


in a little time ſhe will turn ſhort again, 


carry off her laſt Bounty, and a great 
deal more into the bargain. Upon theſe 
Conſiderations, the Genius enjoyns them 
to receive what they can of her, and make 


off with it forthwith in queſt of a more 


laſting Liberality : And where is this to 
be had? Learning, replies the Gentleman, 
will preſent them, provided they can 
get ſafe to her. Preſent them with 
What? ' With the Knowledge of what 

1 8 4 is 
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is really uſeful, and ſignificant; now this 
is a Favour that will ſtick by them, and 
there's no fear of its being recall'd ; And 
therefore the Genius bids them preſs for. 
ward for this Advantage as faſt as they 
can: And when they come up to thoſe 
Women, which I told you were call, 
Pleaſure and Intemperance, they are cr 
der'd to paſs on, without making the 
leaſt ſtop, or acquaintance, till they reach 
Pretended-Learning ; and here they are 
to ſtay ſome time till ſhe has furniſh 
them with Conveniences for their Jour- 
ney; And then to ſet forward to true Lear- 
ning or Philoſophy, with all Expedition, 
Theſe are the Directions of the Gerizr, 
which whoſoever either neglects, or mi- 
ſtakes, is loſt and undone to all intents and 
purpoſes. Thus, Gentlemen, the Mytho- 
logy of the PiFure is explain d to you. 
And if you have any thing to ask far- 
ther about the Argument, you are hear- 
tily welcome. Sir, ſaid I, ſince you give 
us this freedom, pray what is it the Ge. 
nius orders People to receive of Pretended 
Learning? Some things that may be of 
Service to them if they pleaſe. What are 
thoſe ? Letters, ſays he, and Scholarſhip, 
which being a handſome Amuſement, arc 
as Plato obſerves, a ſort of Reſtraint up- 


on young People, and keep them ſome- 
times 
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times from flying out into Extrava- 
F gance. Is there then a Neceſſity of touch- 
ing upon this Coaſt in order to the arri- 
ving at true Learning? Not at all: The 
are uſeful indeed in ſome Reſpects, but 
as to the Point of Probity, they ſignify 
little. Do you ſay then they ſignify no- 
thing towards Virtue, and Moral Improve- 
ment? I ſay a Man may be good with- 
| out them, and yet they are not altoge- 
ther Uſeleſs. To illuſtrate the Matter. 
| Tho' we may underſtand a Foreigner well 
enough by an Interpreter, yet it may not 
| be amiſs to learn the Language our ſelves. 
Thus you ſee we may go on without the 
« Advantages of Education. What then 
$ don't Mathematicians and other Scholars, 
ſtand fairer for degrees in Honeſty, than 
other People? Ican't ſee which way, ſays 
he, ſince they miſtake the Nature of 
| Good and Evil, and are as much govern'd 
by their Vices as the reſt of the World. 
For, to ſpeak freely, a Man may have 
| abundance of fine Notions in his Head, 
and run through all the Sciences as they 
| call them, and yet love Wine and Wo- 
men, and Mony, a great deal too much. 
„In ſhort, he may be admirably furniſh'd 
0 this way, and yet be a Fop, a Knave, or a 
Traitor, if he has not a care: I'm ſorry 
to ſay there are not a few Men of Letters 


lya- 
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able to this Imputation. And fince the 

Gale ſtands has, what Advantage have 4} 

| they in reference to Virtue above others? 3 
| Truly not much, as you have repreſent. for of 
| ed the Matter. But under favour what WW Gent 
the Reaſon then theſe Gentlemen ar ber tl 

lodg d in the Second Court, for by thei regio 
Apartments they ſeem to be next Neigb. 5 

bours to true Knowledge? And what of * 

all that, ſays he? Don't you ſee ſever Wl >. 

paſs immediately from Debanchery to tu Sek 

3 from the firſt Court, to the 3 

third, without making a Viſit to theft I gan 

Gentlemen of Education ? And in what, | def 

then, does their Privilege conſiſt? In little 

earneſt, IT think they are either more lazy Wl how 

or more untoward than the reſt, in Learn- nne 

ing the Leſſen they ſhould do. How ſo Life 

ſaid I? Becauſe, ſays he, thoſe in the Vigo 

Second Court pretend to know more than Far 

they really do: Now their being thu WF 5. 4. 

conceited in their Ignorance, makes them de a 

more ſluggiſh in their Advances to n ſays ! 


Knowledge than otherwiſe they would be 


* and 
Beſides, don't you obſerve that Opinion * 
and Uncertainty are perpetually trudging I think 
to them out of the Firſt Court? So that any / 
in fine they are not a jot better than other 1. tit 
Mortals, unleſs Repentance calls in at their "me 


, ; 

| Lodgings and they grow fully convinc 
char "tis only Sham-Learning which on 
. | Jave 


Conſi 
{3006 
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have been all this while amusd with; 
And that unleſs they mend their Man- 
ners, and their Company, tis impoſſible 


1 
for them not to Miſcarry. And therefore 


9 


Gentlemen, ſays he, I hope you remem- 


ber this Diſcourſe, comply with the Di- 
rections, and Practiſe them up to a Ha- 
bit; Indeed all other Buſineſs is but tri- 
fung to this; But you mult frequently 
recolle& your Memory, and take Pains 
with your ſelves, otherwiſe what you 
have heard will do you no Service. We 
ſhall endeavour to take your Advice. But 
I defire you would explain your ſelf a 
little upon the Notion of Advantage, and 
how the Common Liberalities of For- 
une can be ſaid not to be Good; ſuch as 
Life, Health, Riches, Fame, Poſterity, 
Victory, &c. And how the contrary to 
theſe can be maintain'd not to be Evil? 
To aſſert this I muſt needs ſay, is all Rid- 
dle and Paradox to me. To ſatisfy you, 
lays he, I ſhall ask you a few Queſtions, 
and pray ſpeak your Mind freely in your 
Anſwer. I ſhall do it. What do you 
think then in caſe a Man lives ill, is Life 

| any Advantage to him? No truly, ſaid 
I, tis rather a Diſadvantage. Very well, 
ſays he, then bare living, without other 
Conſiderations, is no Privilege: Tis a 
od Thing to thoſe that live well, but 
a 


F 
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Impoſſible the ſame Thing ſhould be both 


{wer 1 
that I 
times 
Ware I! 
nues 1 
rence 
forme 
Man, 
he ha 
Bed. 

us £O 
Caſe 

Reaſc 


a Misfortune to others. Under fav, 
do you affirm that Life is 3 l 
and Diſadvantage too ? I do. Pray, Fa 
I, have a care of an Abſurdity ; For ti 


Good and Bad ; At this rate it wou 

Profitable, and Prejudicial, and 80 
ject of Choice and Averſion, at the ſam 
time. That is Abſurdity enough, (a; 
he, in all Conſcience : Pat pray, if livin 
Hl is a miſchief to him that's guilty on 
does it follow from hence, that Life pre. 
ciſely taken has any harm in't ? Indeed, 


I can't fay both theſe Caſes are _ 
ſame. Why then Life is no bad bi ** 
neſs, if it were, thoſe who live well, W 6-7 
would lie under the Misfortune, for they a 
live no leſs than other People. Truly, WE 3 * 
you ſeem to argue reaſonably enough, Cy 
Therefore, ſays he, ſince Life is common „ 


both to Good and Bad People, it mult t. 

be Indifferent of it ſelf, and = Uſe mu a 
determine the Quality. Tis much like Inde 
Lancing and Burning, the Seaſon and tie N ſays 
Application; makes the Diſtinction; It lf it 
a Man be well, it does him a Miſchief, da 
but an Ulcer, or an Impoſture, is much II ca 
the better for a skilful Hand. To put a 3 
other Queftion to you, had you rather live WM kngy 
ſcandalouſly, or Die bravely 2 I had n- {Wall d 


ther Die upon thoſe terms. You 4- 
cet 
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fer like a Man; From hence it follows 
that Death is no Evil, becauſe tis ſome- 
times more Eligible than Living. You 
Bare right. The ſame Reaſoning, conti- 
Inues my Inſtructer, will hold with refe- 
rence to Health and Diſeaſes; For the 
former is ſometimes a Misfortune to a 
Man, and as Circumſtances may happen, 
he had much better have been fick in his 
Bed. I can't deny what you ſay. Let 
us go on then, ſays he, and examine the 
Caſe of Riches ; And here a very little 
Reaſoning will ſerve the Turn : For 
Matter of Fact when tis frequent and 
viſible, needs no Proof: Now, nothing 
is more common than to ſee Wealthy 
People live Scandalouſly and Miſerably. 


Ay, that's but too true. Then Riches 
» Wcocs them no ſervice in order to Virtue, 
and Happineſs, It ſeems fo, otherwiſe 
they would manage better. Well then, 
. tisPrecept, and Principles, not an Eſtate, 


which makes Men good for ſomething. 
Indeed I think fo. Which way then, 
[ſays he, can Wealth be a real Advantage, 
if it can't improve the Owners, nor con- 
tribute to the making them better Men? 
cant tell. By your Conceſſion, an Eſtate 
muſt be a Diſadvantage to thoſe who 
Ino not how to uſe it. Yes, without 
all doubt. How then can that be abſo- 
lutely 


270 The Mythological Picture 


lutely a good Thing, when a Mai 
ſometimes the better for being withoy 
it. From hence it follows that a Perſq 
that has Honeſty and Diſcretion toky 
Fortune, may make ſomething ont; N 
unleſs he is thus qualified, he is only fi 
niſh'd with'Edge-Tools to cut his Fi 
gers. To conclude, the overrating theſ 
Things is that which diſorders Human 
Life, and ruins the World; For wha 
People fancy they can't be happy with 
out ſuch Circumſtances, they'l bogglex 
no Wickedneſs to come at them ; An 
all this Miſchief is occaſion'd, for wat 
of a right Notion of what is really Gol 
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